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THEODORIC THR Mj[l^T^: 

XING OF THt JSQTfeii '^ ••'• ^ 
^489—526.3 

That Nation whiph we have fuj^ofed to be 
barbarous, becaufe its people bore the name of 
GothS) occafionally produced men of eminent 
virtues and great knowledge : Theodoric was of 
that defcription. In his faith he was an Arian^ 
yet he never perfecuted fuch as differed from 
him in religious opinions. He was, however, 
iextremcly difpleafed with thofe whom he fuf- 
peded of coming over to his belief to gain his 
VOL. HI. B favour, 



1 THEODORIC rtlt FIRSt. 

favour, and tnthout really believing what they 
profefled to believe^ One of his Officers havmg 
thus temporized with his £^th, he immediately 
ordered him to be beheaded^ ^^V^gy ^^ V, Sir, 
*• you have not preferved your faith toward 
*^ God, how can I expeft that you will keep it 
<^ with me, who am but a man ?'' 

Cafliodorus^ the celebrated writer, was his 
fecretary, and Symmachus his archite£l:« Theo- 
doric was extremely fond of buildings and one 
day paid Symmachus this elegant compliment, 
upon feeing a plan of an edifice defigned by him, 
and which met the wiihes of the Sovereign : *^ I 
^^ fc^^^i^Y^* ^¥^ tbs^ perfoas alone who have 
«' i¥llV\klt^at^:-^t^ and their under^ 

<^ fidfi^^y^ pjHi: <SE^bk of the attention and 
*^ caf{^*^ait*a}'e.Vjrfq|ufke for becoming good 

The particular merit of the buildings of thofe 
times was perhaps never better deforibed than hi 
the following extract from the thh-d edition of 
that elegant and ufeful work, ^ A Treadfe on 
«< the Decorative Part of Civfl Ardtttefture,*'^ 
by Sir WilUam. Chambers, E. P« S< 

«* In the conftruftive part of Architedhirc,*' 
fays this great mafter and teacher of his art^ 

••the 



THSODORIC THE FIRST, 3 

*^ the Andents do not feem to hare been great 
*♦ proficients.'* 



^< To thofe ufually called Gothic Architeds, 
^ we are indebted for die iirfl; confiderable im- 
*^ protements in conftrudion. There is a lights 
** nefs in their wotlcs, an art and a boldnels of 
^^ execution, to which the Antientg never ar- 
^^ med» and which the Modems comprehend 
^^ and Imitate with difficulty* England contains 
«(« many magnificent examples of this fpedes of 
*^ Architedure, equally admirable for the art 
<« with which they are built, and for the tafte 
•* and ingenuity with which they are compofed." 

*• One cannot refrson from wifhing," adds 
Sir William, " that the Gothic ftruaures were 
<^ more coniidered, better underftood, and in 
" higher eftimation, than they hitherto feem to 
*^ hare been. Would our Dilettanti, inftead of 
*^ importing the gleanings of Greece ; or our 
<< Antiquaries, inftead of publifhing loofe, inco- 
*^ herent prints ; encourage perfons duly quali- 
** fied to undertake a correfl: publication of our 
** own Cathedrals, and of other buildings called 
** Gothic, before they totally fell into ruin, it 
*^ would be of real fervice to the arts of defign, 
B 2 " preferve 



THEODORIC THE FIRST. 



«* prcferve the remembrance of an extraordinary 
*« ftyle of building, now fmking feft into ob- 
^ livion, and at the fame time publifh to the 
*^ world the riches of Britain in the fplendour of 
*• her antient ftruftures •." 

' In confirmation of what Sir William has here 
advanced, it may be urged, that when M. Soufflot 
was building the exquifite fabric of St. Genevieve 
at Paris, he had plans taken of all the different 
Gothic Cathedrals of France, in order to infure 
the conftrufltion of the beautiful Dome of that 
Church by the methods made ufe of by the 
greatefl: mafters of that very difEcult and dan^ 
gerous part o( the art of Architedure. 

* The Antiquarian Society are at prefent puUifliing^ 
with great elegance and accuracy, the remains of the exqui- 
fite Gothic ftrudures which we poflcfs in this country. 
They would do themfelves additional honour and their 
country farther ferVice, if they would refcue from obKvion 
the remains of our antient Laws, CuftomSy and Hiftory, by 
publiHiing the old Chronicles of this kingdom, in the way 
recommended by the late ingenious Mr. GibboQ« 
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POPE INNOCENT THE FOURTH. 
[1241—1254.] 



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS. 

This extraordinary perfbn, like many men 
of great talents, (hewed in his early youth none 
of that livelinefe atad vivadty of difpofition which 
is too often miflaken for quick parts. He was 
called by his companions " Le botufmuetf^ but 
his matter, Albert the Great, more capable of 
diftinguifliing, ufed to fay of him to thofe who 
gave him that odious appellation,. '* Les do3es 
" mugifemem di ce bauf retentiroient unjour dam 
♦^ PUniven." 

St. Thomas po^effiqg an arjient mind, devoted 
it to the ftudies then in vogue, fcholaftic philo- 
fophy and theology : in the latter, indeed, he was 
fo eminently fiiccefsful, that Bucer faid of him : 
- ** Tolle Tbomam^ et Ecclejiam Romamftibverterem : 
••* Take away St. Thomas, and I will effeft the 
<« downfall of the Romilh Chijrch/' 

St. Thomas was one day with Pq)e Innocent 

(he Fourth in his clofet, when an officer of his 

chancery came in with a bag of gpld, procured 

»3 by 



6 ST. THOMAS AQ2^INAS« 

by abfoludons and indulgences. The Vopt 
pro£uieIy faid, *^ See^ young man, the Church is 
** not what it was in the times when it ufed to 
" fay. Silver and gold have I none."—" Holy 
** Father, that is very true indeed," replied St. 
Thomas, " but then it cannot fay to the poor 
<f afflided with the palfy. Rife, take up thy bed 
« ^4 walk.** 

St. Thomas's Works are contained in feven«- 
t^en volumes in folio« 



POPE mCHOLAS THE THIRD. 
[1277 — laSo.] 

CIMABUE 

was of a noble family of Florence} and, as 
Vafari thinks, rather the Reftorer than the 
Inventor of the Art of Painting in Italy. From 
his earlieft years he ufed to be continually draw- 
ing in his books and on walls ; and this dif- 
pofition to painting was increafed in kim by the 
arrival of fome Greek Painters from Conftanti- 
nople, who were fent for by the Government of 
Florence. Cimabue fpent his whole time in 

feeing 



CIMABUS. 7 

feeing them work ; when hi$ father, obfcnring 
the very ftrongly-minded difpofition he had to 
paint&ig, permitted him, however it might have 
affeded his prejudices, to e^ercife that noble art^ 
which he afterwards pradifed with an honour 
and reputation that ever attend thofe who are 
the precurfbrs of emmen^e m others, 

Cimabue's pi&ures would now be deemed 
barbarous ; his manner was hard and diy ; ancl 
that there might be no poffibility of miftake ii| 
the judgment of the fpedtator refpefling the 
fubjed, infcriptions were added, with fentenees 
coming out of the mouths of the perfons repre^ 
fented in them* 

He was an Architeft; and, fai conjuft^tioij 
with Amalfi Lupa, fuperintended the building of 
the celebrated febric of St. Maria di Ron, in 
Florence ; in which church he is buried, with this 
mribUing Epitaph upon his tomb ; 

Credidit ut CiMABOS PiSlura caftra tenere^ 
Sic Unuit vivens^ nunc tenet ajhra poll. 
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GIOTTQ. 

As Cimabue was going one day from Florence 
to Vefpignano, he; faw in the fields a (hq)herd's 
i>oy drawing upon a flat ftone with a pointed one 
the figure of a flieep: this was Giotto. Thq 
good-humoured and difceming Artift alked him 
if he fhould U^e to go home with him, and learn 
%o paint. The boy replied, " Very willingly, jf 
" his father would give hun leave." Permiflion 
bemg obtained from the father, Cimabue took 
piotto with him to Florence, where he foon ex^ 
celled his Mafter, and became one of the founder^ 
of the Florentine School. 

It is faid, that Pope Benedid XI. defirous to 
have fpecimens of the works of the Florentine 
Painters, fent to have a flcetch from each of them; 
and that Giotto fent him a circle made with the 
point of his pencil, and all at once, upon a piece 
of paper : hence the proverb, 

" Tu/ppiU undo cbe PO (ft Giotto^' 

No painter ever received greater praife than 
XJiotto : Dante, Petrarch, and PoUtiah, all com- 
bined to celebrate his talents in the higheft flrain 
of panegyric. He was moft aiTurcdly the befl 

Painter 
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Piunter they had feen ; fo that any one who reads 
what they have faid of him, would have fuppofedi 
him equal to Raphael or Michael Angelo : nor^ 
indeed, could more have been faid of thofe great 
Painters j the common topics of panegyric are 
foon ezhaufted. Petrarch leaves to a friend his 
piAure of the Virgin M^ painted by Giotto, 
** cujus pulchritudinem ignorantes non inidliffmi^ 
mapjlri autem artis Jiufent^^^ 



a 



Politian fays, 

Pifforem genuH celebretn Florentia JOCTUM, 

^jfo tnelior tcto nullus in orhejulu 
^uimji latidati vidiffint tempora Apellis^ 

Ghria fiBoris non minor bujus erit* 

A irondVous Paiater Florence brought to view, 
Giotto; the World a better never knewi 
Who, had he lived in fam'd Apelles' days. 
With that great Painter would have (har'd the praifes 

yet pofterity fee nothing in what remains of 
Giotto that 'warrants this panegyric. 
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POPEURBuiN THE SIXTH. 
[,378—1389'] 



EMANUEL CHRTSOLORAS. 

^ I PLACE," fays Paulus Jovius, ** the repre* 
** fcntation of Chryfoloras the firft among thofo 
♦^ of the learned Grecians, becaufe, though no^ 
<^ thing remains of his writings befides feme 
*^ rules of grammar, he was the firft who 
*« brought Greek learning into Europe, which he 
<< effected with an affiduity and a liberality be-r 
<« yond all praife/' He wad fent by John, the 
Emperor of Conftantinople, to implore the aflift«P 
ance of all the Princes of Europe againft the 
Turks. Having fucceeded in his embafly, he 
excited firft among the Venetians and the 
Florentines, and afterwards in Rome and ui 
Milan, a violent paflion for Greek learning, 
John Galeas, Duke of Milan, by great rewards, 
contributed very much to the difiufion of the 
knowledge of that language, fo that in the fchool 
of Chryfoloras many eminent fcholars were pro- 
duced, as Aretin, Francifco Barbaro, Guarini, 
and Poggi. 

Chry. 



iMANtfkL CRRYSOLORAS. It 

Chryfoloras was prefent at the cdebrated 
Coxindl of Conftance5 where he died. Pog^ 
decorated his tomb with thefe elegant lines: 

JDc ifi Emanuel Jttuf^ 

Serm&nis decus Auici^ 

^ui dum quarere opem pat rut 

JffiOstJhiiH hue tit. 

tUs betth ceeidit tuis 

Fpiu, Italia. Hie tiUJphniidism 

jAngtue r(fiituit decus 

Attica^ ante reeondits% 

Res belli ceddit tuts 

Votis^ Emanuel ffoh 

Cwfecutus in hah 

JEtemum decus es tiUi 

^jtaU Gracia non deditp 

fietto ferdka^ Grscia* 



(X)SMO DE MED WIS. 
[1430—14^4.3 

Ok the tomb of this illulfaious Cidseft c£ 
Florence, the founder of t&e iamily of the Medicl» 
is infciibed thb ihort but honourable infcription : 

C08MUS Medicis 
Hicjitus eft, 
Ditreto Publico, 
Pater Pattria. 

«* Cofmo 



}tl COSMO DE MEDlCrS. 

" Cofmo caufed to be fent into banifhment/* 
fays Paulus Jovius, ^* thofe powerful Citizens of 
** Florence, fuch as Strozzi, Albici, Peruti, &c 
*^ who were continually exciting tumults and 
«* difturbances in it. From that time Florence 
'^ increafed in wealth and in confequence at home 
** and abroad, S,uch was the felicity of the 
*' temper and difpofition of Cofmo/' adds his 
Panegyrift, *^ that he did not gain his fuperiority 
*• over his fellow-citizens by eloquence, by ad-. 
" drefs, by parade, or expence of any kind, but 
" merely by his modefly, his benevolence, and 
" by his purfuit of honeft and honourable virtue. 
•* He was defirous to excel others in the magni- 
" ficent and elegant buildings which he ereded 
" for the comfort and convenience of the dty, 
^ and in the conftant hofpitality of his method of 
** living. Whilft himfelf, frugal by nature, in- 
^^ dulged in no delicacy whatever, contented 
^' merely ^th plainnefs and fimplicity, after the 
" pld Tuican manner, to others he was Uberal 
♦« and magnificfent; calling around him thofe 
/^ perfons whom the dignity of learning had 
/*• rendered illuftrious j kind to the poor ; ever 
*' ready to aifift thofe who flood in need of his 
" aid, and the mojB; munifi9ept rewarder of merit 
« of all kinds; in which refpefts alone he was 
^^ fuperior to his fellow*citi?ens, and equalled 
<' Princes, as well as prepared himfelf an aflured 
^< path to immortal fame and honour.'* 

The 



COSMO D£ MEDiCn. fj 

The Medici feem to have made themfelves of 
great confequence in Europe by being the prin* 
(^al bankers of it. Il appears by Philip de 
Comines^ that they had many agents in England 
in the time of Edward the Foarth. 



DONATELLO. . 

The enthufiafm of ardent and of forcible 
minds appears madnels to thofe who. are dull and 
phlegmatic. The pleafure it infpires is the great- 
eft aad the moft independent remuneration that 
menof genius receive for their efforts and exer- 
tions. Donatello^ the great Florentine Sculptor, 
had been long working at hh ftatue of Judith ; 
and, on giving the laft ftroke of the chifel to it, 
he was heard to exclaim, " Parla ! fpeak now ! 
** I am fure you can.** 



LORENZO DE MEDICIS. 
[1478— 1492.3 

This great man, from his earlieft y^U's, exhi-^ 
Uted that quicknefs of mind which fo much <Hf- 
tinguilhed his maturer age. His father Cofmo 

having 



t4 lakxnio fix iiiDtets* 

feamg one dajr prefoBted him^ vfica li« vat quite 
a diild^ to an Ambafiadof, to tdiom he vra$ talk^ 
ing of him with the iboliih Ibndnrfl of a panm^ 
dcfired the Amhai&dot to |mt fome qu6^<ma fx> 
his fon^ aiid tofee by his anftoeta if he va^ Aot a 
boy of parts* The Ambaffiulor did as he was 
defired^ and was foon convinced of the truth of 
what Cofmo had told him ; but added, *< This 
« child, as he grows up, will mod probably 
^ become ftui^d ; for it has in general been ob« 
•* fierved, that thofe who, when young, are very 
^ fprigfatly and dever, hardly ever increafe in 
^ talents as they grow older^^' Toui:^ Lorenzo^ 
hearing this, crept gently to the Ambailador, 
and looking him archly in the face, laid to him, 
** I am certabi, that when yon were young, you 
^ were a bc^ of very great genius*^' 

Lorenso bdng.aiked^ Who were.the greateit 
fools in the world? replied, M Thofe, furely, who 
«^ put themfehres in a paflion with fools«'' 

The HiAdry of the Life and Times of this great 
Man has been lately written by Mr. Roscoe, in 
fo elegant a ftyle, and with fuch knowledge of 
the (bte of Literature and of the Arts at that 
period, that every perfon of tafle muft wifh 
Um to proceed widi the Life of his Son Leo X« 
under whafe Pontificate they reached perfeOion^ 

6 This 



Tbb iUuftfious Floremkcy Father to Gio- 
tnniu de M«dki> tftetwardt Pcqfie Leo X. wrote 
hUn a Lietter of advict cm his eicahation to the 
Purpb, «t the age <)f fifisoen years, which has 
bem tfaua traniktted by Mh Rofcoe, aa bis life of 
LoreazQ:' 

LORENZO DB ^EDICI, 
TO OIOVANW D£ MEDICI, CARDI^JAL^ 

. ^ Yott^ ud^^ of Iks' who are mterefted m yottf 
^* welferej Onghi' to efteem ourfelves highly fai 
" Touted by Providence, not only for the many 
^^ honours and benefits bdlowed oa oar Honfe, 
*^ bM more patricuWly fior having conferred 
^ \qx>n us> ifl your perfiDD^ the greateft dignity 
" we bwe ever e^tajred* This favour, in itfelf 
** fo important, is readered ftill raote fo by the 
*' circumftances with which it is accoinpsuriied^ 
<^ and efpecially . by the confideradkih of your 
<' youth, a&d of our fituation in the worlds 
<' The fitft thing that I would therefore fuggeflT 
^< to you is, that you ought to be grateful to 
^^ God, s»d continuaily to fecoQeft that it is not 
'< through your nmita, your prudisnce, oc your 
'< folidtttde, tha^ this event has taken'plaoe, but 
^< thro<igb his favoiu*, wfaish )Q0u can 01% repay 
«< by a pious, ehaike, a^d exemplary life ; and 
«« that your obligatioas to the performance of 
^^ thde duties are fo much the gneater, as in your 

"early 
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•* ittrly years you have givcil fome reafondtble 
** ei|)edadon that yom* riper age msLy prodiic6 
^ fncb fruits^ It Woifld indeed be bi^Iy di& 
** graceful^ and as contrary to your duty as to 
f* my hopcs^ if, at a time whai others difplay i 
^ greater ihare of reafon, and adopt a better 
^ mode of life, you ihould forget the precepts 
^' of your youth, and forfsJ^e the path in which 
•* you have hitherto trodden. Endeavour there- 
" fore to alleviate the burden of ybuf early dig- 
" nity, by the regularity of your life, and by 
*' your perfeverance in thofe ftudiie» which are 
" fuitablc to your profcffion. It gave mif great 
" fatislaaion to learn, that, in the courfeof the 
« paft year, you had frequently, of your own ac- 
** cord, gone to communion and confeffion ; nor 
*^ do I conceive that there is any better li^ay of 
« obtaining the favour of Heaveti, thian by habi* 
" tuating yourfelf to a performance of thefe and 
«< iimilar duties. This appears to me to be the 
*< moil fuitable and ufeful advice which, in the 
*< firfl inilance, I can poffibly give youx 

<< I well kaoW^ that fas you are now to retidi 
'^ at Rome, that fink of all iniquity, the difficulty 
^^ of condu6Hng yoUrfelf by thefe admonitions 
« will be increafed. The influence of example 
** is itfelf prevalent ; but you will probably meei 
** with thofe who wifl particularly endeavour to 
^^ corrupt and incite you to vice } beeaufe, as 

^ yott 
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^ you may youtfelf percdve, your early attain- 
•* meat to fo great a dignity is not obferved with- 
** out envy, and thofe Who coul4 not prevent 
" your recavmg that honour will Tecretly eri:' 
*' deavour to diminifh it) by inducing you to 
** forfeit^ the good eftimatioh of the public ; 
** thereby precipitating you into that gulf into 
^* which they have themffelves fallen ; ih which 
" attempt the confidferation of y6ur youth will 
" give th\Bih a confidence of fuccefs. To theffe 
« difficulties you ought to oppofe yourfeif with 
" the greater fmnncfs, is there is at prefenl lefs 
** virtue amongft yottr brethren of the College; 
" I acknowledge indeed that fevcral of them are 
<( good and learned men, whbfe lives are exeni* 
*^ plary, and whom I would i^commfend to you 
" as patterns of your conduft. By emulating 
" them you will be fo much thfe mbrfe known 
** and efteemed, in proportion as your 5^e, and 
" the peculiarity of your fituation, will difliii- 
" guiih you from your colleagues. Avoid how- 
«« ever, a& you would Scylht or Charibdis, the 
" imputation of hypocrify; guard againft all 
" oftentation, either in your conduft or your 
" difcourfe; aflfeft not aufterity^ hor even ap- 
« pear too ferious. This advice you wiU^ I hope, 
'^'^ in time underfland and pra^life better than I 
^* can exprefs it: 

▼OL, III; t " Tou 
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'^ Tou tre not aniacquainted with the great 
*' importance of the charafter which you have to 
" fuftain ; for you well know that all the Chrift* 
" ian world would proffer if the Cardinals wete 
*« what they ought to be ; becaufe in luch a cafe 
** there would always be a good Pope, upon 
** which the tranquillity of Chriftendom fo ma- 
*' terially depends. Endeavour then to render 
" yourfelf fuch, that if all the reft refembled you, 
" we might exped this univerfal blefling. To 
*^ give you particular direftions as to your beha- 
** viour and converfation would be a matter of 
" no fmall difficulty. I fliall therefore only re- 
*' commend, that in your intercourfe with the 
•* Cardinals, and other men of rank, your lan- 
" guage be unaffuming and refpedful, guiding 
'' yourfelf however by your own reafon, and not 
** fubmitting to be impelled by the pafions of 
*' others, who, actuated by improper motives, 
*^ may pervert the ufe of their reafon. Let it 
** fatisfy^ your confcience that your converfiition 
<^ is without intentional offence ; and if, through 
•* impetuofity of temper, any one fliould be of- 
** fended, as his enmity is without juft caufe, fo 
« it will not be very lafting. On this your firft 
" vifit to Rome, it will however be more advit 
<' able for you to liften to others than to fpeak 
'^ much yourfelf. 

« Tou 
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'^ Ton are now devoted to' God and the 
*^ Church ; on which account you ought to aim 
^ at being a good Ecdefiaftic, and to fhew that 
** you prefer the honour and ftate of the Church 
*' and of the ApoftoUc See to every other con- 
^' fideradon. Nor, while you keep this in view, 
*^ will it be difficult for you to favour your 
** family, and your native place* On the con- 
^ trary, you Aould be the link to bind this city 
*^ cloier to the Church, and our family widi the 
<' dty ; and akhou^ it be impoifible to £>refee 
** what accidoits may happen, yet I doubt not 
'^ but tiw may be dcme with equal advantage to 
'* all J obferving, however, that you axe always 
" to prefer the intereib of the Church. 

*^ You are not only the youngeft Cardinal in 
^ the College, but the youngeft perfon that ever 
<< was raifed to that rank ; and you ought there- 
** fore to be the moft vigilant and unaflfuming, 
^* not ^ving others occafion to wait for you, 
^ either m the Chapd, the Confiftory, or upon 
^' deputations. You will focm get a fufficient in- 
« fight into the manners of your brethren. With 
^^ thofe of lefs r^pe£table chara£ter, converfe not 
'^ with too much intimacy ; not merely on ac* 
^^ count of the circumftsAce in itfelf, but far the 
** fake of public opinion. Converfe on general 
" topics with all. On public occaAons let your 
^^ equipage dnd ir^%bG rather beiow thai^ "above 
c a . •* medx* 
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" mediocrity. A handfomc houfe and a well- 
" ordered family will be preferable to a great rc- 
** tinue aiid a fplendid refidence. Endeavour to 
" live with regularity, and gradually, to bring 
^' your expences within thofe bounds which in a 
^' new eftabli(hment cannot perhapk be expefted* 
^^ Silk and jewels are not fuitable for perfons in 
** your ftation. Your tafte will be better fliewn 
" in the acquifition of a few elegant remains of 
*^ antiquity, or in the colleding of handfomc 
*' books, and by your attendants being learned 
« and well bred rather than numerous. Invite 
** others to your houfe oftener than you receive 
** invitations. Praftife neither too frequently. 
" Let your own food be plain, and take fufEcient 
" exercife, for thofe who wear your habit are foon 
" liable, without great caution, to contraft in- 
'* firmities. The (tation of a Cardinal is not lefs 
" fecure than elevated ; on which account thofe 
«* who arrive at it too frcquemly become negli^- 
" gent, conceiving that thdr objeft is attained, 
** and that they can preferve it with little trouble. 
*' This idea is often injurious to the life ^d 
** character of thofe who entertain it. Be at- 
** tentive, therefore, to your cortduft, and confide 
" in others too little rather than too much. 
'* There is one rule which I would recommend to 
*' your attciltion in preference to all others: Rife 
** early ia the. morning. This jwll i^ot only con- 

'" tribute 
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^ tribute to yolir health, but vnH enable you to 
'^ arrange and expedite the bufinefs of the day ; 
f< and aft there are various duties incident to your 
** ilation, fuch as the performance of divine fer* 
*' vice, ftudying, giving audience, &c. you will 
*^ find the obfervance of this admonition pro* 
*< dilutive of the greateft utility. Another very 
•* neceflary precaution, particularly on your en- 
^^ trance into public life, is to deliberate every 
i< evening on what you have to perform the fol- 
^* lowing day ^ that you may not be unprepared for 
" whatever may happen. With refpeft to your 
*^ fpeaking in the Confiftory, it will be inpdl be- 
*• coming for you at prefent to ref^r the natters 
*^ in debate to the judgm^t of his Hqlinefs, al« 
'* leging as a reafon your own youth and inex* 
" perience. You will probably be defired to in* 
** tercede for the favours of the Pope on particu^ 
<< lar occafions. Be cautious, however, that yott 
<' trouble him not too often ; for his temper 
«• leads, him to be moft liberal to thofe who 
** weary him Icaft with their folicitations. This 
"you nnift obferve, left you fhould giv? him 
^' offence, rcmemhering alfo at times to converfe 
*^* with him on more agreeable topics J and if you 
** fhould be o^^Hged to requeft fome kindnefs 
. " from him, let it be done with that modefty and 
<^ humility which are fo pleafmg to his difpofitiou^ 
f« Farewell." 

9 2 <« Wh?n 
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• ' ^ What a cnnom fight,'* feys Voltdre, " and 
^' how contrary to the manners of our tunes, it 
" is to fee the feme perfon with one hand fell 
'* the commodities of the Levant, and with the 
♦* other fupport the burden of a State, mamtain- 
" ing Faftors and receiving Ambafiadors, making 
*^ war and peace, oppofing the Pope, and giving 
*' his advice and mediation to the Princes of his 
«' time, cultivating and encouraging learning, 
*^ exhibiting fliows to the people, and givihg an 
'•* afylum to the learned Greeks that' fled from 
" Conftantinople. Such was Lorenzo de Medi- 
** CIS ; and when to thefe particular diftmfkions 
•' the glorious names of the Father oi Letters, 
'* the Father of his Country, and the Mediator 
'* of Italy, are appended, who feems more en- 
*^ titled to the notice and admiration of pofterity 
** than this illuftrious Citizen of Florence P* 

*' Lprenzo deMedicis,** fays Machiavel, **feems 
" to have been the peculiar favourite of Heaven. 
" Every thing that he undertook was attended 
** with fuccefs, while the defigns of his enemies 
*^ againft him were as conftantly fruftrated. He 
'^ was keen and eloquent in debate, circumfpeft 
" in taking his refolutions, but bold and expedi- 
«« tious in executing them. He was paHionately 
«' fond of poetry*, of mufic, and of architec- 

* He wrote " Poefte £ LcrcnzoS Mcdm^^ Venice 1554. 

«« ture. 
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** ture. To encourage and affift the youth of 
*' Florence in their ftudies, he founded an ^Uni^. 
^' YcrGty at Fiiky and gave (Upends to the mofl 
" learned men that could be found in Italy, to 
^^ come and read ledures to them. He fhewed 
^* great favour to thofe who excelled in any art, 
« was a' very Uberal patron of learned men, of 
^' which his kindnefs to Agnoli da Montipuichi^^ 
«* cro, Chriftopher Londini, and Demetrius the 
*« Greek, are ftriking examples. He likewife fent 
*' the celebrated fcholar John Lafcaris into 
** Greece, to purchafe manufcripts, and contri-* 
<^ buted to embellifh the tafte and the language of 
•* his country by models of every kind taken from 
** that polite and elegant people. His good 
" fortune," continues Machiavel, " added to his 
** prudence, munificence, and other noble qua- 
** lities, procuf ed him not only the eftecm and 
** admiratimi of all the Princes of Italy, but of 
f' many Sovereigns in diftant parts of the world, 
« who had h^rd of his virtues and his various 
«', accomplifiiments. Matthias King of Hungary 
•' gave him many honourable teftimonies of his 
<V affeftion. The Sultan of Egypt fent Ambat 
«* fadors to him with rich prefents, and the 
** Grand Signior delivered up Bondini to himj 
*' who was one of the principal agents in the 
«^ affaffination of his brother Julian, and who had 
^' taken refuge in his dominions. He procured 

04 " the 
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1< the digiuty of Cardinal for his youngeft foh 
^ Giovanni at the age of thirteen (who afterwardt 
<« became Pope under th? name of Leo X,).'' 

Lorenzo, according to Machiavel, was not 
exempt from foibles and infirmities. He was very 
fond ofpleafure, and took too mndi delight iii 
the converfation>of men of .wit and of fatirifts ; 
he even at times defcended to fuch puerile rocre^ 
ations as feemed inconfiflent with his wifdom and 
dignity J fo that if the ufual gravity of his life be 
compared with the levities of which he was fQm&- 
times guilty, he appeared to be compofed of two 
different perfons, united by an almoft impoifibia 
conjunftion. . 

Lorenzo had fome. diiputes wjdi.the State of 
Venice. Ambaffadors werft fent to hica from 
that Republic to tell him, amQngft other things, 
that they were prepared againft any attack of his, 
and that th^y had npt been afleep.. " No," he 
replied, " I believe I haye prevented their fleepii^^ 
*' Pray,'* laid he, " of what colour is my 
« hair?''—" White.V— « It will npj be long^ 
" then/' laid i[»orenzp, '* before the haif of 
** your fenators will becpme white too." 

This great Statefman^ on finding himfelf dying, 
fent for his fon Pietro, who was to fucceed him 

-in 
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in his eftates and his ^gnity, and thus ad^* 
drefled him. " I doubt not, Son, that you witf 
** hereafter pofTefs the fame weight and authority 
■*' in the State which I have hitherto enjoyed ; 
^' but' as the RepubEc, although it forms but tme 
^ body, has many heads, you muft not eotpeS 
f ^ that it will be poffibk for you, on alloccafion^ 
** fo to condu^ yourfclf as to obtain the appro- 
f* bation of every individual. Remember ther^- 
f* fore, in every fituation, to purfue that courfe 
^* of condu^Et villidi ftrift hitegrity prefcribes, 
^^ and to confult die interefts of the whole Com« 
f^ munity rattier than the grfitification of any 
** particular part of it»" 

In his laft iUnefs he clofed his eyes many hours 
before he died. His wife, who was by his bed« 
fide, aiked him why he did fo. ^* That I may 
<* perceive the more clearly,*' was his reply. 

Lorenzo died at the age of forty-four, hi April 
1491. ** Nfli mail,*' fays Machiavel, " ever died 
^ in Florence, or in the whole extent of Italy, 
<• with a higher reputation, or more lamented by 
<^ his country. Not only his fellow-citizens, but 
*• all the Princes in Italy, were fo fenfibly a£Peded 
V by his death, that there was not one of them 
^ who did not fend AmbalTadors to Florence, to 
^^ teftify their grief^ and to condole with the 

« Republic 
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^ RcpubHc upon fo grcat'a lo6. That they had 
^ juft reafbns for thcfe demonftrations of forrow, 
^ was foon aftervrards fully numfefbd by the 
f^tjcnts that folio«i«ed it ; for immediately after 
^^ fai£rdQcea&,.fuch.Qnxk&of di&ord began to re* 
♦* kindle as fliortly after broke out into a fiame, 
♦* wWckhas preyed upon ihe Titalj of Italy ever 
" fince^and is not yet extinguiflied." 



JOHN LASCARIS. 



« This great fcholar, and early reftorer of 
*^ Greek learning in Italy/' fays Paulus Jovius, 
*^ was the moil noble in birth, as well as the mofl; 
<^ prp£3und in leamingyofall the Greeks that took 
^^ reAige in Italy after the taking of Conftantl* 
*' nople. He was tutor to Giovanni de Medicis, 
•*' fon of the celebrated Lorenzo of that Jiame, 
*« and publiftied the firft- Gre^ grammar th^t 
*' was ever printed in Europe., Its date is that 
*' of Milan, 1476, and it is written in Greek// 
A -copy of this early edition was fold a few years 
ago in London for thirty-feven pounds. 

Lafcaris made his own epitaph in Greek. . It 
was thus tranflaicd into Latin by Magoranus : 

Lafcaris 
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Lsfatris in tirri efi oEend hie iffrfipuhuss, 
Nsc nitm txUr$wm qmd qu$r0nt$ir €rai^ 

^uam placidam tile bofpes reperatyjed deflet Achms 
Libera quod nee adbuc patria fundat humum. 

In a (Irange land here Lafcaris nsmainty 
Nor yet that it was ftrange to him complains \ 
With open arms it hailM him as a gueft. 
And wich pfoteOion's krodeft ^mfofts bleft. 
But fadly he deplores, that, flill a Have, 
His country to the Greeks denies a grave. 



GEORGIO SCALI. 



W1UM9 aecovding to Machiatel, tluft cda» 
brated demagogue of the city of Florence caime 
to fuffer death in the face of that very populace 
tirhich had been ufed to worfhip him with a de- 
gree of idolatry, he burft into toud €omplaint$ 
againft the craeky of hi» deftiny^ uid the 
wickednefs of thofe citizens who had forced him 
to court and careTs the ntuhitude, in whom be 
found neither honour nqr gratitude ; and fieeing 
Benedetto Alberti, an old party friend of fai^, at 
the head of the guards which furrounded the 
feafibld, he turned towards him and exclaimed, 
^* Can you too, Benedetto, ftand tamely by and 
<^ fee me murdered in this vile mamier \ I aiTure 

** you. 
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*' you, if you were in my fituation, and myfelf in 
•* yours, I would not permit you to be fo treated. 
*' But remember what I now tell you, this is the 
*^ laft day of my misfgrtunes, but it will be the 
" firfl: of yours.'* 



POPE ALEXANDER THE SIXTH. 
[1492— 1J03.] 

In pafllng through the Romagna with his 
hopeful fon Caslar Bprgia, after a contefted 
eledion for the Popedom, in which at laft he 
was fnccefsful, he obferved the inhabitants of 
fome petty town very bufy in taking down the 
fiatue of his competitor from a pedeftal, and 
putting it upon a gallows, which they had eredted 
for the purpofe on the fpur of the occafioa 
very near it. Tumhig to Caefar he faid very 
coolly, " Vide^ mi Jili^ quantum difiat inter 
^ Jiatuam fef /tJ^i^a^ww /w-*Obferve, my fon, 
" how fmall the tranfition is from a fiatue to a 
^ gallows!" 

Alexander, having procured his high iituation 
by bribing the Conclave, was by no means fcru- 
pulous in felling the honours and privileges 

annexed 
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annexed to it. This gave rile to the following 
lines : 

Vendit Alexander Claves, Altaria^ Cesium : 
Veniere jure poteft, emerat ilk prius. 

Our Pope fells Altars, Keys, nay. Heaven and Hell : 
What he has bought, moft furely he may fell. . 

• 
Pope Alexander, faid Luther, was a Moran^ 
that is, a baptized Jew. JuKus, who fucceeded 
him, caufed all the gates, the doors, and the 
windows, on which his arms were engraved, to 
be broken down. Luther repeated this epitaph 
made upon the Pope's miftrefs, Lucretia : 

Conditur hoc tumulo Lucretia nomine^ Sed re 
Thais, Ptnttficis filia fponfa nurus. 

The difference between the policy of Alexander 
and of his fon Csefar Borgia, according to Bodin, 
was, that the firft did nothing that he fcdd, and 
the other faid nothing that he did. 



CiESAR BORGIA. 



Thb portrait oppofite to the lace of the fox in 
Baptifta de la Portals Treatife on Phyfiognomy, 
is that of this mgnfler of iniquity. Louis the 

Twelfth 



20 C^SAIt B0RCIA« 

Twtlfth of France having occaiioa for die kr^ 
vices of his father Alexander VI. made him 
Duke of Valentinoifi. Borgia, who (hould hare 
periihed on a fcaffold, died at hH of a wound 
which he received in a fkirmifh near Pampeluna. 
His device was ^^j^ut Cajar aut nihiU* The 
following diflich was made upon him : 

Borgia C^sah erat^fanis Iff nomine^ Cjbsak : 
" Aut Nihil aut Cjksar* ds9citf uirumfUifwt. 

Borgia, whild wild ambition^s fever flam'dy 
** Csefar, or nothing, let me be," exclaim'd. 
What tmth iplptrM the tuifiripeaing Prince, 
Too well, alae! hi« life and death erince, 

Borgia was made a Cardinal, and Archbifhop 
of Valentia in Spain, by his father, at the age of 
dighteen. He was, however, difpenfed from his 
lioly orders, on marryi^ the rich heirefs of the 
Houfe of Albret. On his death-bed Caefar 
Borgia faid, ** I had provided in the courfe of 
** my life for every thing except for death ; and 
** now, alas! I am to die, though completely 
** unprepared for it.** 
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POPE JULIUS THE SECOND. 

This Pope patronized men of learning, and 
encouraged ardib of eminence* He ufed to fay, 
*' Learning is filver to plebeians, gold to the 
** nobility, and a diamond to princes/' To this 
Pope the world is indebted for that wonder of 
architedhire, St. Peter's church at Rome. The 
vanity of Julius had prompted him to order 
Michael Angelo to give him a delign for his tomb, 
which that great artift made upon fo grand a fcale, 
that the choir of old St. Peter's (a moft miferablc 
febric) could not contain it. " Well, then,'* 
replied the Pope, " enlarge the choir."—** Aye, 
** Holy Father, but we muft then build a new 
*' church, to keep up the due proportion between 
•* the different parts of the edifice."-—** That we 
« will do then," replied the Pope : and to carry 
on the conftruftion of the fabric, gave orders for 
the fale of Indulgences, which in his fucceflbr's 
time undermined the whole fabric of papal au« 
thority. 

Some of the figures intended for the Pope's 
Maufoleum remain j the famous figure of Mofes 

6 fitting. 



32 POPE JULruS THk SECOWD. 

fitting) in St. Pietro del Vinculi at Rome, andt 
two or three of the Slaves at the' Hotel de 
Richelieu at Paris^ from which calls have been 
fince made. The original defign of the tomb is 
engraved in Valari ; it has much of (lately Gothic 
grandeur in it^ and was to have been decorated 
with thirty-two whole -length figure^ of Prophets 
and Apoftles. 

Julius was accufed by his contemporaries of 
being a drunkard and a fwearer ; indeed, he 
never appeared to fo much advantage as at the 
head of an army. When IVCchael Angelo aiked 
him whether he fhould put a fword or a book in 
the hand of the coloflal ftatue that he made of 
him for the great fquare of Bologna* j " Put a 
** fword," faid the Pope ; ** you know I am no 
«^ fcholar.** Yet Julius thought the attitude of 
this ftatue rather too fevere, and faid, ^^ Michael 
*' Angelo, my ftatue rather appears to curfe than 
^* to blefs the good people of Bologna.** — 
'' Holy Father,'* replied the artift, " as they 
^ have not always b6en the moft obedient of 
^' your fubjeds, it will teach them to be afraid 
*' of you, and to behave better in future.** 

♦ This ftatue, which was faid to be one of Michael 
Angelo's grcateft works, was dcftroyed by the popdace of 
Bologna oti ihc death of Juliuv. 

the 
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The piftures of this Pope reprefeiit him as a 
taan of naturally a very ftern afpeft, which did 
hot require the zdditiotkzl ^^rte and feverity that 
Michael Angelo's coloffal ftatue moft probably 
gave to him* 

Julius was the firft Prince of his time in Europe 
who let his beard grow, to infpire refpedl for his 
petfon. In thii he was foon followed by Francis 
the Firft, and the other Sovereigns of that age. 

He appeared publicly in a military drefs, 
while the people were making a proceffion' to 
implore the bleffing of peace ; and his having 
carried on the fiege of Mirandola in perfon oc« 
Cafioned the following lines : 

Accifi^tis glddiOf claves in TibrlHis amnem 
Projicity et favuSj talia verba refer t : 

^mm Petri mhil efficiatit ad pralia cUves^ 
AuxUlo Piitdlt forjstati etijts eriK 

Girt with a fword, the Pontiff hurls the keyd 
In Tiber's dream, and utters w^rds Jikc tl)rfe : 
Since Peter's keys in war^s dire confilcfls fail, 
Paul's fword, more efficacious, may pre\'aLl« 

Julius's hatred to the French Was fo great, that 
he gave orders for killing all the perfons of that 
nation who fliould be found iii tiis dominions ; 
and rewarded a Poet very handfomely, who pre- 
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. fented him with this diftich, at he was going f A 
engage the troops of that country : 

Julius ivul/it Gallis Cytiiraai alas 7 
Martins hie prifio Crfare major ait* 

Cytherean Julius cHpp'd Gaul's rifing wing. 
May martial Julius greater terror bring I 

The pleafure that accompanied the penilal of 
this diftich was perhaps leffened by the following^ 
which was left upon his table *^ 

Fax Ligurum^ Romam Pontifax eoncutit artnis 
Julius^ buU Brutttm Gallia f&rtis alaU 

Whilft JuliuS) Genoa's fpawn, and Rome's difgrace^ 
With wars perpetual (hakes di' Italian race^ 
Kind Gaul, to remedy thefe horrid wQes> 
In her own time a Brutus may difclofc^ 

The Germans having requefted permif&on of 
this Pontiff to eat meat on the day of St. Martin^ 
he granted it to them on condition that they fhould 
drink no wine on that day. This was equivalent 
o a refufal, as they thought there was perhaps 
more indulgence loft than granted by his per- 
million. '^ 

According to Luther, Julius was a very good 

General) and a moft excellent temporal fovereiga 

of Rome ^ a man of great parts^ and of an ex-^ 

cellent underftanding. He waged war agamft 

9 the 
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tht Emperor, the King of i'rance, and the Ve^ 
Dedans ; but when he bnderftood that his army 
Was defeated by Lotiid the Twelfth of Ffance^ 
before Rj^Yenna, he blafphemoufly exclaimed^ 
lookhig up to Heaven, ** Art thoti then, in the 
*' name of a thoufand Devils^ on the fide of the 
*• 1?f etich ? and is it thus thou doft defend and 
«• protea thy Chulrch V Then, turning his fede 
tow^d the ground, heexdahncd, " Holy Swift> 
" pfay fof us !'• aiid fent the Cardinal of 
Blltzburgh to Maximilian the Emperor for aid 
tod affiftance* " And although," adds Luther^ 
" he was 4n excellent Commander, poffeffed 
" great wealth, and had built many fortreffes^ 
*^ he was fadly afraid of the Cardinals and of 
*' the Romans*'' 

Julius took fo much cire that the ftreets of 
kome fhould be kept clean, that there was no 
plague or peftilence in that city during his pon- 
tificate. He was very diligent in worldly bu- 
finefs ; rofe every morning at two o'clock, and 
difpatched bufineft till five or fix } afterwards, 
he gave up the reft of the day to the management 
of military matters, his buildbgs, coining of 
nfoney, &c. It is faid, that he kept by him 
in ready com a treafure of one hundred and fix 
tons of gold. 

I) 9 Julius 
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Julius aimed at the Empire itfelf, and was con- 
tinually haraffing Louis the Twelfth of France; 
fo that that Monarch wrote to his univerfities in 
France, requiring them by their public writings 
to check the infufFerable pride of Julius. ** If/' 
faid Luther, " I had been at Paris at that time, 
" I fhould have been nobly entertained there. 
" But I was then too young to take any part 
" againft the Pope ; neither was it the will of God 
^' that I (hould then write againft him, fo that 
" the world might not imagine that he was hurled 
" from his throne by the power of the King of 
" France, but only by the word of God. For 
'' when God fpeaketh his word, and faith, 
" Jerufalem fall! Rome be deftroyed, aad lie in 
" the duft ! King become a captive! Sir Pope 
« come down from your Throne f all this is ac- 
« compliflied immediately. So God confounded ' 
" the mighty Popedom, which reared its head 
" above them all." 

CoUoquia Menfalia Luiheri. 

The Italians ufe to fay of Julius, that no Pope 
fmce the time of St. Peter had ever fo much 
authority as he had ; yet God hath deftroyed the 
dominion of them all, and it is reduced to 
powder. 
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MICHAEL ANGELO. 

This great man, from his infancy, fhewed 
a ftrong inclination for painting, and made fo 
rapid a progrefs in it, that he is faid to have 
been able at the age of fourteen to correft the 
drawings of his mafter Dominico Grillandai. 
When he was an old man^ one of thefe drawings ^ 
being fhewn to him, he modeftly faid, " In my 
** youth I was a better Artift than I am now.*' 

His quicknefs of eye was wonderful. He ufed 
to fay, that a Sculptor fhould carry his compafs 
In his eye. " The hands, indeed,*' faid he, 
^* do the work, but the eye judges/* 

Of this power of eye he was fo certain, that 
having once ordered a block of marble to be 
brought to him, he told the ftone-cuttcr tg cut 
away fome particular parts of the marble, and to 
polifli others. Very foon an exquifitely fine figure 
ftarts out from the block, ITie ftone-cutter, 
furprifed, beheld it with admiration. " Well, 
** my friend,** fays Michael Angelo, " what do 
** you think of it now ?** — " I hardly know what 
" to think of it,** anfwered the aftoniflied me- 
chanic } ** it is a very fine figure, to be fure. I 
D 3 « havQ 
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<* have infinite obligations to you. Sir, for thus 
^' making me difcover in myfelf a talent which I 
^' never knew I poffefled." 

Angelo, full of the great and fublime ideas of 
his art, lived very much alone, and never fuflfered 
d day to pafs without handling his chifet or hisi 
pencil. When fome perfon reproached hinx with 
living fo melancholy and folitary a life, he laid^ 
•* Art is a jealous thing ; it requires th^ whole 
<^ and entire man." 

Michael was in love with the celebrated Mar* 
chioncfs of Pefcara, yet he never fujffered his 
pleafures to interfere materially with his more 
fcrjous purfuits^ 

On being alked why he did not marry, as he 
might then have children, to whom he might 
leave his great works in art, he fsiid, ** My art 
** is^my wife, and gives me 4II the trouble that 
** a married life could do. My works will bo 
•* my children. Who would ever hear of Ghi^ 
** berti, if he had not made, the gates of th^ 
" Baptiftery of St. John ? His children hav^ 
^^ diffipated his fortune j his gates renwn/* 

On being one day afkcd, what he thought of 
Ghiberti*s gs^tes j " They ^re fQ beautiful,*' repliecl 

Angelo, 
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Angelo, ^ that they might ferve as the gates of 
« Pkradife." 

He went one day with Vafari to fee Titian at 
work at the paktce of the Belvidere at Rome, who 
had then his pifture of Danae on his eafel. 
When they returned, Angelo fiiid to Vafari, « I 
" much approve of Titian's colouring, and his 
*^ manner of work ; but what a pity it is, that 
^ in the Venetian School they do not learn to 
" draw correftly, and that they have not a better 
^* tafte of ftudy ! If Titian's talents had been 
** feconded by a knowledge of art and of draw- 
** ing, it would have been impoflible for anyone 
" to have done more or better. He pofleffes a 
*' great fhare of genius, and a grand and lively 
** manner ; but nothing is more certain than 
*' this, that the Painter who is not profound in 
^* drawing, and has not vety diligently ftudied 
*' the chofen works of the Antients and of the 
** Moderns, can never do any thing well of 
** himfelf, nor make a proper ufe of what he 
•* does after Nature j becaufe he cannot apply ta 
«' it that grace, that perfedion of art, which is 
** not found in the common order of Nature, 
*' where we generally fee fomc parts which are 
" not beautiful/' 

D 4 Michael 
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Michael Angelo faid one d?iy to his BIogra« 
pher Giorgio Vafari, " Giorgio, thank God that 
<' Duke Cofmo has reared thee to be the fervant 
** of hig whims, his architect and painter ; whilft 
*' many of thofe whofe lives thou haft written, 
** are doomed to pine in obfcurity for want of 
^' fimilar opportunities," * 

Angelo being one day afked, whether the copy 
of the Laocoon, by Bacio Bandinelli, the cele»* 
brated fculptor of Florence, was equal to the 
original, coolly replied, " Jie who fubmits to 
*' follow is not made to go before.'* He faid, 
too, on a fimilar occafion, ^* The man who 
** cannot dp well from himfelf, can ^ever make a 
** good ufe of what others have done before him.*' 
He ufed to fay, " that oil painting was an art fit 
*' for women only, or for the rich and idle ;'* 
yet he acknowledged that Titian vas the only 
painter. 

On being advifed by fome of his friends ta 
take notice of the infolence of fome obfcure 
^rtift who wifhed to attraft notice by declaring 
himfelf his riral, he magnanimoufly replied^ 
*' He who contefts with the mean, gains no 
*> yiftory over any one." 

Jfeing 
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Bebg once told of an ar tjift who painted with 
his fingers : " Why does not the blockhead make 
*^ ufe of his pencils ?'* was his reply. 

When this great artift firft faw the Pantheon at 
Rome, ** I will ereft fuch a building," faid he, 
" but I will hang it up in the air." With what 
truth he fpoke this, the dome of St. Peter's will 
evince, but which, unhappily for him, was not 
executed while he was living, and to which his 
original defign was to append a molt magnificent 
portico. 

Michael Angelo is faid to have been fo con- 
fummate a matter of the art of fculpture, that he 
could make a whole-length ftatue without fetting 
his points, like all other ftatuaries. Vigeneret 
thus prefaces his account of Michael Angelo's 
very forcible and aftive manner of working in 
marble ; 

^* That Sculpture is a more difficult and dan- 
** gerous art than Painting, appears amongft 
** other reafons by the butts of Michael Angelo, 
*' the mott accompliflied of all the moderns, 
♦' both in one and in the other ; for tho^igh he 
^' excelled in both equally, and though he equally 
" divided his time amongft them, he has for one 
«* ftatue of marble made a hundred figures in 

*^ painting. 
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*^ painting, and well coloured them, as may be 
" feen in the Laft Judgment of the Chapel of 
*' Sixtus at Rome, where St. Peter and the 
*' Prophets that are in the ceiling, larger than 
'* the life, are more efteemed by the good mafters 
^< in art than the Judgment itfelf, which is with* 
'* out relief. The marble beiides gives more 
*^ trouble (than clay or wood, and fuch fort of 
f« tender matters, and more eafy to work) bccaufe 
<* of its mafs, that weighs fcveral pounds, and 
«* the point ctf the tool, that muft be fharpened 
*' inceffantly at the forge : alfo the artifice and 
** the dexterity there is in knowing the grain of 
<' the marble, and in what dire^on it fhould be 
•• taken. In this refpeft I hare fteik this divine 
** old man, at the age of fixty, chip oif more 
^ fcales from a bard piece of marble in lefs 
•* than a quarter of an hour, than three young 
*' ftone-cutters could do in three or four hours ; 
«* a thing impoffible to be conceived, unlefs 
*< by one who had feen it. He worked with 
«< fo much fury and impetuofity, that I really 
^< thought he would have broken the block 
^« of marble to pieces ; knocking off at one 
** ftroke great pieces of marble of three or 
" four fingers thick, fo near the points that he 
^« had fixed, that if he had paffed ever fo little 
" over them, he would have been in danger of 
^« juining bis work, becaufe that cannot be 

•^ replaced 
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^ rq>laced m ftohe, as it may in ftucco and 
« in clay V* 

The objeftions that fome perfons have made 
to Michael Angelo's anxiety to do better than 
well in his art, feem to have nearly the fame 
weight as thofe which a cafuift might make to th^ 
afpirations of a virtuous man after a greater de- 
gree of virtue, A great artift, no more than 4 
man of great virtue, is ever fatisfied with the dfr. 
gree of merit which he poffefl'es. He is always 
the laft to be pleafed with himfelf, as knowing 
bow much farther he both could and ought to 
proceed* It is to the wifli of producing forne^ 
thing fuperior to the Good, that we are indebted 
for the Excellent of every kind. Were cold and 
pedantic critics to prefcribe to men of genius, 
*' So far ftiall ye go and no farther," and were 
it polfible that men of genius could comply with 
their rules, we fhould foon become antient 
Egyptians in art, and modern Chinefe in po- 
litics. Every fource of invention and of novelty 
would be flopped up ; the Dome of St. Peter's, 
and The Spirit of Laws of Montefquieu, would 
not have exifted. One of the greateft tefts, per* 

♦ •* La Defcription de Philoftratc dc quelquez Statues 
** Antiques dans les Images des Dieux, faits par des Ar^ 
** tiftes Grecsy mis en Fran9oi8 par Blaife de Vigeneres.*' 
f^ Folio, 16^^. 

baps. 
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haps, of Michael Angelo's excellence in his art 
is, that Raphael himfelf deigned to copy him ; 
and that on feeing the piftures in the Chapel of 
Sixtus, by Michael Angelo, he changed his ftyle. 
Quintilian, in defcribing the Difcobolos of Myron, 
;ippears with great truth and exaftnefs to cha- 
rafterife the works of Michael Angelo : 

" C^id tarn diflortum & elaboratum quern efl: 
** ille Difcobolos Myronis ? Si quis tamen ut 
<* parum return improbet opus, nonne ab intel- 
•' leftu artis abfuerit in qua vel praecipue lauda- 
« bills eft ilia ipfa novitas ac difficultas ? Quam 
•• quidem gratiam & deleftationem adferunt 
" figurae quaeque In fenfibus quaeque in verbis 
«* funt. Mutant enim aliquid a refto atque 
** banc prae fe virtutem ferunt, qu6d a con^ 
*' fuetudine vulgari recedunt/* Lib. '2. c. 14. 

' Michael Angelo was extremefy difinterefled. 
For his immortal defign of the Church of St. 
Peter at Rome, he received only twenty-five 
Roman crowns ; and it was finifhed in a fortnight. 
San Gallo had been many years about his 
wretched models, and had received four thou- 
Tand crowns for them. Thfs being told to 
.Angelo, " I work,'' faid he, " for God, and 
<' dlefire no other recompence." 

His 
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His difintereftednefs, however, did not make 
him negleft the honour of his art, which he would 
not facrifice even to his fnertds.— Signior Doni, 
who was an intimate friend of Michael Angelo, 
'defired to have a pifture painted by him. An- 
gelo painted a pi£hire for him, and fent it to him, 
with a receipt for feventy crowns. Doni returned 
him word, that he thought forty crowns were 
fufEcient for the pifture. Angelo gave him to un- 
derftand, that he now afked one hundred crowns* 
Doni informed him, that he would now give him 
the feventy crowns. Angelo fent him for anfwer, 
that he muft either return him the pifture, or 
fend him one hundred and forty crowns. Doni 
kept the picture, and paid the money. 

While he was employed by Pope Julius the 
Second on his Maufolcum, he had twice re- 
quefted to fee his Holinefs without fuccefs. He 
told the Chamberlain on the fecond refufal, 
•' When his Holinefs alks to fee me, tell him 
*^ that I am not to be met with/' Soon after- 
wards he fet out for Florence: the Pope dif- 
patched meffenger after meffenger to him ; and at 
laft he returned to Rome, when Julius very 
readily forgave him, and wouid never permit any 
of his enemies or detraftors to fay any thing 
againfl him in his prefence* 

Some 
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Some of his rivals, wifliittg to put him tfpOil 
to undertaking for which they thought him ill 
qualified, recommended it to Julius the Second 
to engage him to paint the Seftine Chapel. This 
ha effected with fuch fuccefs^ that it was no Ids 
the envy of his contemporaries than it is the ad« 
miration of the prefimc timet ; and the great 
fiyle in which it is painted ftrviCk Raphael fo 
forcibly, that h^ changed his manner of paint* 
ing, and formed himfeif upon this grand and 
fubiime model of art* When it was finiflied^ 
the Pope, unconfcious perhaps of the native 
dignity offimplicity, told him, that the Chapel 
appeared cold and mean, and th^t there wanted 
fome brilliancy of colouring and feme gilding 
to be added to iu " Holy Father," replied the 
Axtidj ^ formerly. Men did not dfefe as they 
'^ do now, in gold and filver : th^fe pei'fonagea 
*^ whom I have reprefented in my pictures 
«' in the Chapel were not perfons of weakh^ 
<< but Saints, who defpifed pomp and riches^*' 

Under the papacy of Julius the Third, the 
fadGon of his rival San Gallo gave him fome 
trouble regretting the building of St- Peter's, and 
Went fo far as to prevail upon that Pope to af^oint 
a Committee to examine the iabric. Julius told 
him, that a particular part of the Church was 

dark. 
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dark. " Who told you that j Holy Father ?'' 
rqplicdtheArtifL " I did," faid Cardinal Mar- 
cello. ** Your Eminence (hould confidcr, then/' 
faid Angelo, ^ that befides the ^vindow th«-e k 
^* at prefent, I intend to have three more on tKt 
•* ceiUftg of the Church/'—" You did not tdl 
•* us fo/' relied the Cardinal. " No, mdeedi 
^M did not, Sir,'' anfwered the Artift j " I 
^ am not obliged to do it; and I would never 
<^ confent to be obliged to tell your Eminence^ 
** or any perfon whatfoever, any thing concern* 
** ing it. Your buimefs ii to take care that 
•* money is plenty at Rome ; that there are no 
*^ thieves there ; to let me ak>ne ; and to permit 
•^ me to go on mxh ray plan as I plcafe." 

Angeto worked by night at his fculpture with 
It hat on his head, and a candle in it ; this laved 
his eyes, and threw the light properly upon the 
figure* He never defired to Ihew a work of his 
to any one until it was finifhed :-*^On Vafari's 
coming in one evening to him to fee an unfinifh^- 
cd figure, Michael Angelo piit out the candle, as 
if by acckient, and Va&ri loft his errand. 

This great Artift was extremely fitigal, tem- 
perate, and laborious, and fb perfevering in his 
work, that he ufed occafionally at night to throw 
himfelf upon his bed without taking off his clothes; 

To 
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To young men of talents and of diligcnde he vtiaA 
extremely attentive; and while he was fuper* 
intending the conftruftion of the Church of 
St. Peter at Rome, in a very advanced period of 
his life, he would, fitting on his mule, corred 
their drawings. To his fervants and inferiors 
he was very kind :— To one of them who had 
long waited on him with affiduity, and who was 
taken dangeroufly ill as foon as he had been 
«iabled to do fomething for him, he faid, " Alas ! 
«^ poor fellow, how hard it is ! You die, now, 
*^ when I am able to give you fomething/* 

He pofleffed in a peculiar manner that enthu- 
fiafm of his art, without which nothing great 
can ever be produced. He faid that Painting 
ffiould be praftifed only by Gentlemfen, and 
would not receive as pupils any young perfoM 
who were not either nobly born, or had been 
liberally educated. 

Michael Angelo was a Painter, a Statuary, and 
an Architeft, and in each of thefe arts aimed al- 
ways at the grand and the fublime. He had a 
defign of executing a coloffal ftatue of Neptune 
in the marble quarries of Mafla Carara, that 
Ihould front the Mediterranean fea, and be feen 
from the.Veffels that were paffing at a great 
diftance. 

Dante 



Dante wa$ the fevourite poet of Michael Angelo^ 
and he appears to have transfufed into his works 
many of that writer's magnificent and fublhnc 
images. Angelo himfelf wrote verfes very well. 
When |f:^&perfon put the following lines upon 
H» ceM^raied figure oi Night reclining upon tbie 
tMQi)> ^. 91^ of the hxwly of Medicis^ in thp 
diapd'Qt Florence thj^ bear^.the name of H^ 
ittttfiiitmslwuiy: 

La notteche iu vedi infe dolct atti 
Dormir^ fu da un Angela fcoipita • *' 

In queftofajfof isf ben che dorme^ ha vita. 
Difia lafi w7 credi l^f farleratti. 

NiGHT'a mvbk figure. Stranger^ which you fee 
Recline witt fo much grace and majeftjr. 
No mortars feeble art will deign to own. 
But boaifts an Angd's hand divine alone : 
Death's awfol leniblancc though Ihd counterfekfl^- 
Her p^lfe ftiU quiverSj and her heart ilill bleats. > 
Doubt'ft thou this, Stranger ? Then with acce;its meek 
Accoft the fleeping fair, and ftrai^ht (he'll fpeak. 

Michael Angelo the next evening replied in the 
following lines : 

GraUmiSUfmno^ ^j^uPefferdifaJfh^ 
Mmtre cVH danno^ ti la vergogna dura» 
Non vidiff nonjentif nf i grand ventura 
firo nan mi defiar. DA ! parla bajjo ! 

To me how pleafant is this death-like fleep> 
And 4^ ccy t^f^^tudAcU ftatt to keep J 

* TOL.UI. ft Whiia 
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' Whilft cxvU broils my native land conCuit^d^ . :_j. 
• And Rapine, Fury, Murder, ftalk around, • 

How grateful not to fee thefe horrid woes I ^ 

" HuQi, Stranger, leave me to my lov'd repofe^ ! ; 

- Michael Angelo's feal reprefented three rings 
inclofed one.within the other, as expreffive of the 
linion which he had made in his miAd of the thrcte 
^difFerent' arts of Pointing, Sculptu^e,^ aJid^Atchi- 
tefture. One of the devices: on the catafalque 
of this great man exhibited three crowns in one 
Ihield, with this infcription: 

Tergeminu fe toUit honoribus : :' ' * 
Threefold in h6neur as in art". - * • 

In one of the piftures tfi'at decorated the chapel 
in which the funeral obfe^quies of Michael An- 
gelo were performed^ a.group of puRg.artifts 
MQtr feen, who appeared.to coxifiefi^ate the firfl- 
fruits of their (Indies to the genius of that great 
man, with thi€ infcription : 

Tu pater y fa* rerum inventor , tu patria nobis 
Supp^diteSy pr^cepta tuis rex inclyte chartis : .- 

Parent and monarch of thy art, . . 
T© us thy precepts ftili impart; 
Still to thy fons iuftrudtions gifC,^ ^ " 
Still in their works thy genius live... . 

The late Prefident of the Roy:al ^Academy 
carried his veneration for this great man fo far, 

* Fl(u*cnceiat that time was diSm^cd witli civil idiflblOons^ 

> that 



^that he ufedto fen.1 bi3, letters wkh his head; 
and in the pifture ^hich.he painted ^f himfelf for 
.the Royal Academy, has reprefented himfelf 
{landing near a bud of Michael Angelo, whofe 
manner he perhaps never imitated fo fuccefsfuUy, 
as in his. pifture of the Death of Count Ugolino. 
Indeed, fo impreflfed was Sir Jpftiua Reynolds 
with the tranfcendent powers of Michael Angelo, 
that in the laft fpeech which, unfortunately for 
the lovers of Art, he delivered as Prefident of 
the .Royal Academy, he thus concludea:— 
** Gentlemen, I refleft not without vanity, that 
*' thefe Difcourfes bear teftimony of my admira- 
*^ tion of ^ this truly divine man ; and I (hould 
*^ defire,' that the laft words which I fliould pro- 
** nounce in this Academy, and from this place, 
** might be the name of Michael Angel?, Mi- 
. ^* chael Angelo !" 

One of the great ornaments of the prefent 
Ehglifli School of Painting, who has ftudied the 
works of this fublime artift with the greateft at- 
tention, and who has imitated them with the 
greateft fuccefs, favours the Compiler of thefe 
volumes with the following charafter of his n^after 
and his model (it feems almoft unneceflary, upon 
this occafion, to add the name of Mr. Fuseli): 

*\ Sublimity of conception, grandeur of form, 

^^ and bfeadth of manner, are the elements of 

E 2 "Michael 
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** Michael Angelo'sftyle. By thefe principles he 
•* fele£ted or rejefted the objefts of imitadon. 
<' As painter, as fculptor, as archite£k, he at* 
" tempted, and above any pther man fucceeded, 
*' to unite magnificence of plan and etidlefs rariety 
" of fubordinate parts with the utmoft fimplidty 
*' and breadth. His line is uniformly grand. 
" Charafter and beauty wo-e admitted only as 
*^ far^ as they could be made fubfervienc to 
'* grandeur* The child, the female, meannefs, 
** deformity, were by him indifcriminsltely 
*' ftamped with grandeur, A begg^ rofe from 
'' his hand the patriarch of poverty ; the hemp 
'* of his dwarf is rmpreffed with dignity; his 
** women are moulds of generation ; his infants 
*• teem with the man; his men are a race of 
*' giants. This is the * terribil "via* hinted at by 
** AgofHao Caracti, but perhaps as littk -under- 
«• flood by him as by Vafari, his blind adorer. 
«• To give the appearance, of perfeft eafc to the 
«* moft perplexing difficulty was the -cxclufive 
<* power of Michael Angelo. He has embodied 
<' fentiment in the monuments of St. Lorenzo^ 
" and in the Chapel of Sixtus traced the cha- 
*« rafteriftic line of every paffion that fways the 
/^ human race, without defcending to individual 
^ features, the face of Biagio Cefena only ex- 
'« cepted. Tlie isbiic tS Sti Peter, fcattcred 
<** into an infinity of jarring parts l^ Brtmimte 

" an<f 



MICHAEt, ANG£U>. 53 

^.add his followers, he concentrated, Aifpended 
'^ the cupola, and to the moft complex gave the 
« wt of the moft fimple of all edifices. Though 
<* as a fculptor he expreffed the charafter of flefh 
*' more perfeaiy than all that went before or came 
" after him, yet he never fubmitted to copy an 
^< individual ; whilft in painting he contented him« 
** felf with a negative colour, and as the painter 
^ of mankind rejefted all meretricious ornament. 
<^ Such was Michael Angelo as an artift. Some* 
^' times he no doubt deviated from his principles, 
*' but it has been his fate to have had beauties and 
^^ &ults afcribed to him which belonged only to 
** his fervile copyifts or unlkilftxl imitators/' 

Again : Mr. Fafeli fays, 

•** Michael Angelo, punftilious and haughty 
'^ to Princes, was gentle, and even fubmiffive to 
'< inferior Artifts« Guiliano Bugiardini, a man 
'< of tiney talents and much conceit, had been 
(< applied to by Me&r Ottaviano de Medici to 
^^ pamt the portrait of Michael Angelo ibr him. 
«< Bugiardini, familiar with Michael Angelo, ob« 
^< tained his confent. He fat to him ; deiired to 
« rife after a fitting of two hours : and perceive 
<* ing at die firft glance the incorrednels of the 
#« outline, * What the devil,' laid he, * have you 
<' been doing ? You have ihoved one of the eyes 
<« into the temples ; pray look at it/ Guiliano, 
13 «* after 
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" after repeatedly looking at the pidure and the 
** original, at laft replied with much gravity, ' I 
" cannot fee it : but pray fit down, and let us 
^' examine again.* Michael Angelo, who knew 
** where the caufe of the blunder lay, fat down 
*' again, and patiently fubmitting to a long 
*' fecond infpedUon, was at laft peremptorily told 
" that the copy was correft. * If that be the cafe,* 
«' faid he, * Nature has conunitted a miftake ; go 
^^ you on^ and follow the diftates of your art.* 

i *« There now exifts at Holkham, among the 
♦* pjftures collefted by the late Lord Lcicefter, 
" and in the poffeffion of Mr. Coke of Norfolk, 
*• the only copy ever made of the whole compo- 
" fition of the celebrated Cartoon of Rfa. It h 
«« a fmall oil Pifture, in chiarofcuro, and the 
«« performance of Baftiana da St. Gallo, fur- 
<• named Ariftotile, from his learned or verbofe 
♦* defcants on that furprifing work. It was 
^* painted at the defire of Vafari, and tranfmitted 
« to Francis the Firfl: by Paolo Gio^io, Bifliop 
«« ^f Nocera. How it could efcape the eyes of the 
iS French and Englifh Connoifleurs or Artifts, 
** who 'had accefs to the coUeAions of which it 
tt.conftitutcd the chief ornament, is a myftery, 
f' which for the honour of the art none can wilh 
i< to unravel, 

; * ^ " Nothing 



^- **' Nothing is triflihgin the hiftory of genius. 
^' The-fbUcrwing (Irange inqident, extraded from 
" t)he:Li{e of: Michael Angelo, written by his 
*^ pupil^ or lather attendant, Afcanio Condlvi, 
'? deferves notice, beca^ufe it is related from the 
« mouth of Michael Angelo himfelf, 

*' Some time after the death of Lorenzo de 
'* Medici, Cardiere, a young Improvifatorey enter- 
" tained by his fon Piero, . fecretly informed Mi» 
*' chael Angelo, with whom he lived in habits 
*• of in^ndiyp, that Lorenzo de Medici had 
V appe^ed to him in; a ragged paul of black 
^^ over his naked body, and commanded him to 
f' announce: to his fon, that in a fhort time he 
f^ fhoul4 bt driven into exile and return no more. 
f Michael Angelo exhorted him to execute the 
«< commands of.the.vifion \ but Cardiere, aware 
«* of the liaughty infolent temper of Piero, for- 
" bore to foUojv bis advice. Some mornings 
" after this, whilft Michael Arigelo was bufy in 
« the Cortile of the Palace, Cardiere, terrified 
" and pale, comes again, and relates, that the 
" night before, when yet awake, Lorenzo, in 
" the fanje garb, appeared to him. again, and 
" had' enforced his orders with. a violent blow 
;' on the cheek. ^Michael' Angelo now, with 
" gf e^t"' fVneflnefs, infifling on his immediate 
«< compliance whh the commands of the vifion, 
• T « 4 ' ** Cardiere 
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^< Cardiere fet of direaiy.for Careggi, ft vHIft of 
^^ the family about three miles diftaat twm Flo^ 
** rcnce ; but having fcarcely got halfway mdt 
** Piero with his- fuit returning to town, and iil- 
*^ ftantly acquainted him with what he had fecn, 
** heard, and fuffered. He was laughed at by 
** Rero, and ridiculed by his attendants, one of 
*^ whom, Divizio, afterwards Cardinal diBibiena, 
" toldhimhe was mad to fancythatLorenzowouM 
♦* charge a ftranger with a mcflage he might dc* 
^^ liver himfelf to his fon. Difmiffed in this man« 
^* ner, he returned to Michael Angelo, and pre* 
** vailed on him to quit Florence and go t6 
** Bologna, where he had fcarcely fettled in thi 
** houfe of Gian Franccfo Aldrovandi before th* 
^ predicted revolution took place, and the ex«. 
** pulfion of the whole family of the Medici with 
*' all their party confirmed the vifion of Cardiere, 
** whether * fancy-bred,* or communicated b^ 
" ' fjririt bleft or goblin damned/' 

Michael Angelo lived to a very great yet very 
healthy old age. In the beginning of the prefent 
century the Senator Buonaroti caufed the vault 
to be opened at Flo^e^c6 in which his body was 
depofited ; it was found perfed ; and the drefs 
of green velvet, and even the cap and flippers in 
which he was buried^ were entire. He appeared 
to have been a fmall well-fet man, with a coim- 
tcnance of great feverity. 

In 



MIGHASL ANGUO» |^ 

In the Gallery at Florence there is a bult of 
&e younger Brutus left unfin^ed by this greM 
artift. Cardinal Bembo made this diftich.mfoii ill 

Dum Srutum efigiem Sculptor de marmore finxit 
In mentein fceUris venit, et abfiinuit, 

Whilft the fain'd Sculptor, by hU power of art. 
Bids Brutus' features from the marble ftart. 
Remembrance of his crime his mind appals. 
And from his trembling hand the chlflel fallsi 

It is no sroncfer that Micfasel Angela was ai>3!d 
colourift ; for it was his opinion, that a Paintef ^ 
«culd do better i^rithom yelbw than .ipridibut 
blue. Vigenerez had often h^ard him &y &m aa 
wcU as Daniel de Volterra- See Vigcner«tJBhi# 
loflarat. p. 24 7.^How differently he thpugiit 
from Utian, and tlfe great Mailers of^h^Loni^ 
bard and Fiemifii Schools, who excelled in cb« 
loutiisg, may be feen from their pifhires, but 
more partiotlarly when one comes to mix eolbnrt 
in a* palette to copey them.— ^« MS. Hotel oil 
'* Richardfon's Treatife on the Statues and Bafli 
'< Reliefs, &c. in Italy, tranfiated into Fren^ 
^ by Mr. Ricbardfon, jun.'' . 

Mr. Rofcoe fays ingenioufly of Michael An* 
gelo's manner, •* that it isthcyi/f of an j" duit 
peculiar iubila<i<e» "which in a certam ^gm 

united 
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imked'to others pfocutfes- Aem a high tafte and 
l^ft,'ibut whidi^ by 'itfelf is too ftrong and 



RAPHAEL D'URBINO. 

The praife that Robert Bembo fo approprialply 
pves to this great painter, in his celebrated epi* 
taph i^x>n him, becomes abfunf ^hen appfied* 
by Mr. Pope to Knellen Leo the Tenth had 
deftined a Cardinal*? hat for Raphael ; i)ut die 
ignorance of his phyiician' deprived him of .that* 
Honour, and the world of one of the mod extd* 
knt painters it h^ ever. known j at the age of 
tfairty-feven years. Rq>hael, in a difeaK ooca* 
fioned by exhauilioa, which was attended-widi a 
quick pulfe and fomc. heat, caUed in onis of 
theft fcoiirges of mankind, who by their want.of 
fkill^ ancf th^r <!onfidence in thdr own' powers^ 
difgtace one of the mofthonoui-able j^rofeiliiDins.' 
Siy repeated bleedings, he deprived his .patient df 
the very little ftrengthihe had left,. andibrdugbt 
him to the grave. 

r^-Rjfphaer* majQiners were extremely elegant; 
and^his asxtveriatioa fo highly plestfiftg, that he 

/ wa$ 
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ifWiS contihuaily attended by many of the young 
men of rank in Rome. This gave occafion to 
his ftern rival Michael Angelo to tell iiim one 
day, when he met him in the ftreet thus honour^ 
ably followed : " So, Sir, you are there, I fee, 
*' like a Prince attended by his Courtiers ?*'— 
** Yes,*' replied Raphael ; " and you, I fee, arc 
^^ there, like the Hangman^ attended by no 
^* one.'* 

Raphael, like all other p^ibnis who were -ever 
aninently diftinguifhed, iinproved * progreffiveljp. 
His own good tafte made him break through the 
hard and dry manner of his mailer ; and when he 
had feen the Capella Seitina of ACchael Angelo^ 
he found out his own deficiencies, and added the 
grand and the fublime to the beautiful and the 
gracefuL Raphael's talents are more confpicu^ 
ous in his pidures in water-colours thmin^thcfe 
in oil. His cartoons are, aifuredly, the triumph 
of his genius. England pofleifes'four of fEefe 
great works, befides thofe in the Royal Col- 
jedion at Windfor : two at Bougiiton,: near 
Kettering in Northamptonfhire, the feat of ifae 

* It was an obfervation of the celebrated Authpr. of 
" The Wealth of Nations," that, when he wa\ a Pro-' 
feffor at Glafgow, he had hardly ever feen a young maa 
come to any eminence> who was foon fatisfied with hit 
own compofitiona* 

late 
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bte Duke of Montague: one t&e Vifion of 
Ezddel, the other a Holy Family. The Duke of 
Beauibrty at his feat of Badminton near Bath^ 
has a Holy Family in cartoon by Raphael, 
iknoiher cartoan^ by the fame mailer, reprefent- 
iag the Maflacre of the Innocents, was in the 
fotk&ob, of the late ingenious and excellent Mr. 
Hoare, of &uii. 

Francis the Krft was very anxious to have 
m fi&ure of St. Mkhad painted by this great 
AuM* It was painted by him and feni; to the 
Sovereign, v^o in Raphael's eftimation paid him 
€00 much money for it. The generous ArtUl;, 
liowevcr, made him a pre&nt of a Holy Family, 
fsainted by himfelf, which the courteous Monarch 
ncehred ; laying, that perfons famous in the Arts, 
fnctakiBg «>f immortality with Princes, were npoa 
awi equal footing with them. 

I Raphael ufed to &y, that he gave God thanks 
-daily for haviag permitted him to be bom m tl^e 
timeof Michael Angebj fb ready was he ever to 
udmowledge die obligations he had to that Artift 
for the leiTons which he had taken from his 
workst 
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POPJS LEO THE TEHTli. 

... [i5»3— '5*1-3 . , . . 

** This fope," %s Luther, " was bribed by 
the Capuchin Friars ^th fourfcore thoufamd 
^ ducats not to reform tfwr Order. As he faw 
" the money which they had fern l^ng on a trf)lc 
^* before him, he exckdmed, Who is able to refift 
*^ fuch powerfiil advocates ?'* This Rory is, how- 
eirer, told by his mortal enemy, one who on his 
death-bed faid of the Pope, 

PeJUs eram vivus^ moriens €go tn^s tua Papa. 

In one virtue of this great Pontiff all xvriters 
a^ee-^his great munificence. Panvinius, who 
wrote under the Pontificate of Pius V. fays, 
** Of ail the Popes to this day, Leo was the motl 
-*' generous. Throughout the whole courfe of his 
" reign, he defired nothing fo much as to be dif- 
'^ tinguiihed for his liberality (a wtue in general 
" not much praftifed by Churchmen) ; holding 
•^'thofe. petfims completeiy ^mwortby of iiigh 
^^ place, who did not make ufe f£ the goods 
^^ of fortune with an extended and beneficent 
« hand.'^ 

Leo 2. was an univerfal patron of fdence and 

of learning ; and was extremely liberal to men of 

5 talents 
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talents and of letters, whom he treated with the 
greateft familiarity. He was particularly fond of 
Querno, a Poet, the Author of "The Alexiad/' 
and who, at an entertainment given by fome 
young men of rank, had be^ dignified with the 
appellation of ** the Arch-Poet." Leo ufed oc- 
cafionally to fend him fome difhes from his table, 
and he was expeded to pay for each diih with a 
Latin diflich. One day as he was attending Leo 
.at dinner, and was ill of the gout, he ma4e 
this line : 

Jrchi-poetafacii verfus pro mille poetis : 

What pains for others the Arch-poet takes. 
He for a thoufand Poets verfes makes. 

As Querno hefitated for the next line, the 
good-humoured Pontiflf replied, 

Et pro tnille aliis Archi-poeta UUt : 

If for a thoufand he's obliged to think. 
He chufes for as many more to drinL 

(^uerno, willing to make up for his former 
deficiency, exclaimed, 

Porrige^ quodfaciant mi hi carmina doEta^ JBaltrnumi 

To aid my genius, and my wit refine, 
Moft holy FontiiT, pour Falernian wine. 

The 



IT^tfPope imqiediatelyi^plied^ .. .- •... .. >, 

Ho^ vifkifh enervai JeNHtaiqUe peies * * ' * ' * 

I fliAll fupply that wind wkhfparing ban*,' ^ - 
Whidi &«9i the fdet takeg oflF the power to ft^nd«' ' 

Quemo left Rome on the death of.Jueo^ and 
retired to Naples, where he died in an hofpital« 
'H^u&d to fey, that after he had loft a Lion, he 
. had found a thoufand Wolves. 



f Varillas gives a very, ridiculous and improbable 
;apcount of the death of Leo, in his *' Secret 
T*' Hiftory of the Houfe of.Medicis," a book 
onpre remarkable for its^ eleganc^e than for its 
.truth. - . • 

; Vplt^re -makes this; Pontiff die >without Con- 
.feflion and the laft Sacraments of his Church, 
.becaufe h^ was fo engaged in temporal affairs, 
,tiiat he, had not fufficient time' to atten4 to 
^bis %iritual. concerns J and quotes an epig^iun 
^made upon the occafion : 

•-"• SkcrafabtxtrtntdJfoHerequiritishorSt 
Cur Leo non potuit fumere ? Vendiderat. 

' • * • For facraments did dying Leo call ? 

Too well he knew that he had fold them all. 

\ ;. " The antithefis of Voltaire," fays the writer 
of that excellent work " La Di^ionnaire, Hi/hh 
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" r$que\'^ would have been a vciy-good ooe^ 
«< if Leo had been fick for mj tUae before 
<* bi$ death ; but it ia well known, that he was 
^'.ifiz(4 fo fuddenly and fo unezpe&edly with 
^< death, that many perfons imagined he died of 
w poifoii/' 

- Leo was the fon of the celebrated Lorenso 6t 
Medicis, who gave him for his preceptors Angdo 
Politian and Demetrius Chalcondyles, a Greek. 
'Wa beft preceptor, however, was his father, wha 
(as the Pope told his friends) continually repeated 
to him thefe three maxims, as effcntially neceffiuy 
to the renown and happinefs of a great Pdnce :-* 
** To confult often and freely with thofe friends 
^^ of whofe good fenfe and good judgment he had 
" the higheft opinion: and as foon as he had 
** been able to come to any refoludon with thcu' 
** advice, immediately to carry it into execution— 
** Never to forget his abfent friends ; and never 
'^ to look upon any precaution as uimecefiarf 
•* which regarded the life or the fafety of the 
*^ Prince.*— That to be popular in fai^ govern* 

* The ** Di£lu>muure HUtoriquc'' it oae of 4it moft 
> ufefiil book» that a library can poflids. The arti^es rehtiTa 
to French hiftory and literature are eminently well done* 
The beft edition is that of Caen, 9 volumes Svo. Tixit book 
was recommended to the Compiler, by the late Dr. Adam 
fimith. 

" xDtatf 
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*' ment, aud to enAire the tranquillity of it, he 
^^ Ihould take care that there were no monopolies 
*' of com ; which, with all the other neceffariefi 
*' of life, fhould be brought to open market; by 
** which means, in confequence of the concur- 
*' rence of dealers and the emulation of trade, 
^' they would become cheap, and would be 
" always at hand for the confumption of th€ 
" people." 

" Leo," fays Paulus Jovius, <* thought that in 
** avenging injuries againft the State and himfelf, 
** he ought ever to be inclined to lenity, and to 
*' a moderate accommodation to times and to 
** perfons, as a conduft neither to be dreaded on 
** account of its extreme feverity, nor defpifed 
*' on account of its extreme remiffnefe? He was 
** anxious to be refpefted as well by his friends 
*^ and relations as by his fubjefts and ftrangers j 
*^ ftill, however, preferving kindnefs to all, and 
** detefting that accurfed maxim. Let me be 
*' hated, provided I am feared. And mod 
" tiffuredly his general intention, in every part 
" of his conduft, was, that for generofity, and 
" for procuring the affeftions of men of all 
*^ ranks, the illuftrlous name oF^edicis which 
" he bore Ihould increafe in fame and in 
Y glory." 

VOL. HI. F . " Leo/' 
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*' Leo,*^ fays the very learned aad candid Dr^ 
Jortin, " was a vain, a voluptuous, and. a de-* 
^^ bauchcd man, who had no religion, and no 
y compaiEon for thofe who would not fubmit 
** entirely to his pleafur.e, as he ihewed by the 
** haughty manner m which he treated Luther, 
.^* without admitting the leaft relaxation in any of 
*^ the difputed points," 

« 

Le Clerc mentions a fymbolical reprefentatioii 
relative to the difputes between the Church of 
Rome and the Proteftants, which was exhibited 
before the Emperor Charles the Fifth and his 
brother Ferdinand, at Augfburg, in 1530, at the 
time when the Lutherans prefented their Con* 
feiHon of Faith to that AlfemWy. 

•* As the PHnq^s yrtre at dinn^, a con^pany 
** of unknown perfons oflfered to aft a play, fw 
♦* the eotertainment of the Aifembly, They 
** were ordered to begin. Firft entered a man in 
<« the dr^s of a Dod^or, who brought a large 
•' quantity of fmall wood, of ftraight and crool;ed 
" billets, which he laid on the middle of th^ 
*' hearth, and then retired: on his back was 
'* written the name of Reuchlin *. When thi^ 

" perfonag^ 

• RcuchlJn was a native of Spire in Germany 5 he 
flttdicd Gr^ck under Argyropilis with fuch fuccefs, that 
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^ perfonage went off, another entered, dreffed 
** alfo Bke a Doftor, who attempted to make 
** faggots of the wood, and to fit the crooked to 
" the ftraight ; but having laboured lohg to no 
^ purpofe, he went away out of humour, and 
" ftaking his head : on his back appeared the 
** name of Erasmus. A third, dreffed like an ' 
** Auguftine Monk, came in with a chafingdifli 
" full of fire, gathered up the crooked wood, 
•^ clapped it upon the fire, and blew till he made 
" it burn, and went away; having upon his 
" frock the name of Luther, A fourth en- 
" tered, dreffed like an Emperor, who, feeing 
^ the crooked wood all on fire, feemed much 
•* concerned ; and to put it out, drew his fword 
^' and poked the fire with it, which only made it 
" burn the briiker. Laftly, a fifth entered in, his 
" Pontifical habit and triple crown, who feemed 
^* extremely furprized to fee the crooked billets - 
" all on fire ; and by his countenance and 
** attitude betrayed exceffive grief. Then look- 
** ing about on every fide, to fee if he could 



that learned Greek faid of him, «* Gntcia nqflra exilio tranf* 
«* volitavit Alpes^ He had fome violent difputts with the 
Divines of Cologne refpcAing the Proverbs of the Old 
Tellamenty and very narrowly efcaped the ftake. His ene- 
mies wifhcd to involve him in the herefy of Luther, accord- 
ing to the Author of the " Didionnalre Hj/iorijue," 

V 2 " find 
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^^ find aay water to extiiiguifh the flange, he caft 
*^ his eyes on two bottles in a corner of the room, , 
*' one of which was full of oil, and the other of 
" water. In his hurry he unfortunately feized 
f* on the oil, and poured it upon the fire, which 
*' made it blaze fo violently that he was forced 
^^ to walk oflFt On his back was written 
<^ Leo X."— 7<7r/i»'x Life ofErafmus, 

Leo poffeffed a pejfon of great grace and 
dignity, and appeared at all public ceremo^iies of 
the Roman Church as if he had been raofl 
deeply impreffed with the folemnity and facred 
rites of them. He faid mafs before Francis the 
Firft at their conference at Bologna, wjio was fq 
fcrcibly ftruck with his manner of performing 
that awful fundion, that he afterwards told fome 
of his Courtiers, that if he had at any time 
entertained doubts in his mind refpeding the 
truth of the myftery contained in it, the PontiflF's 
very reverent and awful manner of celebrating it 
would have completely eradicated them, 

Leo has been accufed by many of the Proteftant 
writers, as not being fpfficiently attentive tq 
decorum and to the ordinances of his Church. 
Abbe du Choify affures us, that this great Pontiff 
failed regularly twicg a wpek. 
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Me IS thus defcnbed in a letter from the Count 
de Carpi to the Emperor Maximilian, written 
when the Conclave was diflblved which had 
clefted him Pope* 

** Oi>inioMb mci Pontifex maximus potius 
** erit mitis ut agnus, quam ftrox ut leo. Pads 
'^ erit cultor magis quam belli. Erit fidei pro* 
'* ihiflbrumque fervator religiofus* Gloriam ac 
'^ honorcni non negliget. Fovebit literatis, h6c 
** eft oratoribus & poetis ac etiam mxificis, edificia 
^ conftruet, rem facram religios^ peraget, et nee 
** ditionem ecclefiafticam diriget.*' 

And De Fleuranges, who attended Francis the 
Fil-ft to the interview which he had at Bologna 
with that great Pontiff, fays^ " Le did Pape 
*^ avoit la mine d'eftre uhg bien fort hoimefte 
** homme de bien & eftoit homme fort craintif, 
** & fi ne voyoit pas fort clair, &.aimoit fort la 
" mufique/* 

However pofterity may differ about the moral 
and religious charafter of Leo, he will ever be 
remembered by them with affedion and gratitude 
for the care he took to preferve the remains of 
ancient learning, and to procure good editions 
of thofe writers whom wc juftly call ClaiScal 
F 3 Writers. 
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Writers. With what zeal he effeftcil thirthe 
following Brief of his to the Eledor of Mentz 
will evince : 

*'' To OUR VENERABLE BROTHER ALBERT, 
" ARCHBISHOP OF MENTZ, ELECTORAL 
" PRINCE AND PRIMATE OF GERMANY. 

** BELOVED SON, HEALTH, AND APOSTOLICAL 
** BLESSING, 

" We have been iniormed by our beloved 
^' Son John de Zouvelben, Clerk of the Diocefc 
*' of Liege, whom we lately appointed for the 
*^ fearching after ancient books, fpecial Nujicip 
" and Commiffary from us and the Apoftolical 
^* See to the renowned nations of Germany, 
" Sweden, Denmark, and Gothland, that letters 
" had been fent him by a perfon whom he had 
" appointed for that purpofe ; by which he tel]s 
" him, that he had found in. your Library 
" an ancient manufcript, containing all Livy*s 
" Decads, and that he had got your leave to 
** copy them, not being permitted to have the 
" original book. We applaud your deference 
^* and obedience to the Holy See : but, beloved 
*' fon, it was our intention, from the beginning 
*' of our pontificate, with the affiftance of 
" Heaven, to raife and patronize men who 
^J excel in any talent, and particularly perfons of 

^< learning* 
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^ learhing. With this view we procure as many 
** as we can of thefe fo much efteemed ancient 
" books, which are firft correfted by men of 
" great erudition, (of whom, God be praifed, 
** there are now great numbers in our Court,) 
" and we afterwards have them very carefully 
•* printed at our own expence, for the advantage 
•* of perfons of learningf But if we do not get 
" the original books themfelves, our views will 
" not be completely anfwered, becaufe if only 
« copies of thefe books are infpeaed, they can- 
" not be publifhed correctly.. We have, there- 
" fore, decreed in our Apoftolical Chamber, 
** that a fufficient fecurity be given that fuch 
** books fhall be reftored whole and undamaged 
•* to their refpeSive owners, after they have 
*' been tranfcribed here; and the faid John, 
** whom we have again deputed for the above- 
'* mentioned purpofe, has a fufficient mandate 
'* or order, in the fame charter, to. make the 
" faid reftitution in fuch form and manner as he 
" {hall think proper. The full objeft in view is 
" the convenience and advantage of learned men, 
*' of which our beloved fqns the Abbot and Friars . 
** of the monaftery of Corwey, of the order of 
" St. Benedid at Paderborn, are ample wit- 
•' nefles : out of whofe library, when the firft 
'* five books of Cornelius Tacitus were ftolen, 
" and, after paffing through many hands, came 

y 4 " at: 
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** at laft into ours, we caufed thefe five books tor 
^' be firft revifed and correfted bjr the above- 
^ mentioned perfons of learning at our court, 
'* and had them printed at our own expence 
•* with the reft of the works of the faid Tacitus. 
•* After this, the matter being difcovered, we 
" fent a volume of the fame Cornelius Tacitus, 
" correfted, printed, and neatly bound, to the 
*^ faid Abbot and Friars of Corwey, to be placed 
^' in their library in the place of that which had 
*' been ftolen ; and that they might experience 
^* that this theft was rather a benefit than a iofs 
'' to them, we tranfraitted to them a general in- 
'* dulgence for the church of their monaftery. 

' « For this reafon, with all imaginable affeftion, 
** and in virtue of your holy obedience, we ad* 
*' monifh, exhort, and with fincere charity in the 
** Lord, require you, and any of you, (if you 
** have any defire to do any thing to obKge us,) 
'« that you would fuffer the faid John to have 
« accefs to your library, and permit him to fend 

. '^ us from thence the faid work of Livy, as well 
" as any other he fliall judge proper ; all which 
" fliall be fafely returned to you, with a confi- 
** derable reward. Given at Rome, in St. Peter's^ 
*' under the Fifherman*s Ring, the ift of De- 
" cember 15 17, in the fifth year of our pon- 

' *' tificate. 
vV; " J. Sadojlet/^ 

'3 Leo, 
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. Leo> fejfs Fancuvixuus, " erca rerum dhinarum 
** diligem obfervaior — ^He was a mod fcrupulous 
*' obferver of religious ceremoniesj"— ** which/* 
adds Jovius, " he folemnized with fuch grace, 
*' that none of his predeceffors ever excelled him 
** in that refpeft.'* — " If he did not receive the 
*' laft facraments of the Church of Rome in hia 
** laft illnefs," fays the Author of his Life m the 
General Diftionary, " it was becaufe he was iighr 
« headed." 

Leo was a keen fportfman, and moft extrava- 
gantly fond of hawking and hunting. Whoever 
had any fuit to prefer to him, took care not to 
prefent himfelf before the Pontiff when he knew 
he had had a bad day's fport. 

•' I few in the Library of my friend VofEus/* 
fays M. de Colomies, *' a large folio MS. 
** written in Latin, which contained an exadt 
** detail of every day's tranfaftions of Leo X. 
** during his Pontificate. M. Voflius fet a great 
*' value on this MS. as it contained many cir- 
** cumftances of a peculiar naturp, not to be 
** met with anywhere elfe. I believe the learned 
*^ M. Peyrefc had a book of this defcription ; at 
<* leaft I remember in the catalogue of his MSS. 
** the following title : 

" Diarium Ponftficatus Leonis X" 

Could 
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Could this MS. be recovered, what a refottfce 
would It prove to any one who Ihould write the 
hiftory of this illuftrious Pontificate I 



TETZEL. 

^ Luther's breach," fays Burnet, " was oc- 
^ caiioned by the fcandalous fale of Indulgences, 
<* which all the writers of the Popifti Church give 
** up, and allow was a great abufc." This abufe 
was, perhaps, never carried fo far as in the follow- 
ing inftance by Tetzel, a Dominican Friar : He 
had picked up a great fum of money at Leiplic by 
the fale of Indulgenkces for Leo X. A gentleman 
of that city, who paid no regard to thefe fuper- 
fiitions, went to Tetzel, and afked him if he would 
fell him an indulgence for a certain crime, which 
be would not fpecify, and which he intended to 
commit. Tetzel faid, " Yes, provided we can 
^ agree upon the price/* The bargain was ftruck, 
the money paid, and the abfolution delivered in 
due form. Soon after this, the gentleman know- 
ing that Tetzel was going from Leipfic well 
loaded with cafh, waylaid him, robbed him, and 
cudgelled him pretty handfomely, and told him 

at 
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Ht parting, that this w^s the crime for which he 
had purcfaafed abfohidon'of him. The Duke of 
Saxony, a zealous friend of the Court of Rome, 
hearing of this robbery, was at firft very angry ^ 
but being told the whole (lory, he laughed very 
faeardly, and forgave the criminal. 

^' Tetzel/' fays Luther, m his ^ Table-Talk,^ 
** wrote and taught fhst the Pope's Indulgences 
** or pardons could remit and forgive even thofe 
** fins which a man-ftiould intend to commit in 
^' future/' 
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This intrepid Reformer was pf a moft violent ^ 
and favage temper. Melandhon, the gently 
Meianfthon, ufed to fay, that he had often received * 
fome pretty violent flaps on the face from him# 
He was, however, one day tempted to cry out— 

Rfge ammum Luihere tuum, cut catera parenU 

Luther, whofe power all other things confefs^ 
Thy favage temper O for once reprcfs ! 

Luther appears to have been no lefs diftin* 
guiflied by the modefty than by the energy of his 

mind* 
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muid* He was anxious that thofe who thotigtit 
a& himfelf did in religious matters ftould not be 
called after his name Lutherans. " The dodrine/' 
£ud he, ** is hone of mine, neither have I died 
*^ for any man. We are all Chriftians and 
•* profelytes alike. Our doftrine is that of 
« Chrift ; and,-** added he, " the Pope's difciples 
** are called Papifts, an example which it does 
•* not become us to imitate.'* 

In the preface to one of his works, he thus 
addrefTes the reader : ^* Above all things I requeft 
^ the pious Reader, and entreat him to read my 
" books with difcrerion and with pity. Let him 
** remember that I was once a poor Monk and 
*^ a mad Papift, and, when I firft undertook this 
•* caufe, fo drunken and fo drowned in papal 
^ delufions, that I was ready to have killed all 
•^ men, and to have aflifted others in doing it, 
** who dared to withdraw their obedience from 
•* the Pope in the fmalleft point. I was then a 
** madman like to many at this day.'* 

Melanfthon faid of Luther, " Pomeranus is a 
** grammarian, and explains the force of words : 
** I am a logician, ftatmg the conneftibn and 
** arguments : Juftus Jonas is an orator, and 
** fpeaks copioufly and eloquently ; but Luther 
^ is a miracle amongft men* Whatever he fays, 

" whatever 
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•* whatever he writes^ pierces into die very foul, 
^^ smd leaves wondcrflil things behind it in the 
^' hearts of men/ 
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Erafinus laid of Luther, that God had beftowed 
upon mankind fo violent a phyiician, in coa^ 
je(}uence of the magnitude of their difeafes. 

Luther's perfon was fo impofiogy that an* 
aflaflin, who had gained admittance into Ink 
chamber to piftol him> declared that he was £& 
terrified at the dignity and fternn^s of his 
manner, and at the vivacity and penetration which; 
fparkled in his eyes, that he was compelled tor 
defift from his horrid purpofe. 

Luther has been accufed by the Catholic writers 
as having been fond of wine and of the amofe- 
ments of the field. His followers, however, telt 
us that he was a man of the ftridefl temperance^ 
that he drank nothing but water, that he would* 
occafionally faft for two or three days together, 
;md then eat a herring and fome bread. 

Many particulars relative to this cxtraordi* 
nary man are to be met with in his. " CoJ/oquia 
" Men/alia;* or Table-Talk, coUefted and pub- 
}i(hed by Doftor Aurifaber in 1569, and which 
Jie calls, " Fragments that fell from Luther's 

« Table/' 
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•* Table.*' Some extrafts from them are fub- 



Luther vr2iS fummoned to the Diet at Worms, 
and had a fafe-condud fent to him from the Em- 
peror for that purpofe. " Now," fays Luther, 
•' when I came to Erfurt I received intelligence 
" that I was caft and condemned at Worms, and 
^ that my condemnation was publiflied and fpread 
** abroad in the neighbooring cities, fo that even 
** the herald that was fent to bring me with him, 
**-a(kedmc whether I intended to go or not. 
^ Akhough I was rather aflxmiflied at his nerws, 
*f Ltold him, that (God willing) I would go to 
*J Worms, though there were as many Devils ai 
^ tiles in that city." 

- •^ The Legend of St. George," fays Lufher, 
•^.hath a fair fpiritual fignification refpefting Go- 
•' vemment and Policy. The Virgin fignifies 
^ PoKcy. She is vexed and tormented by the 
*' Dragon and the Devil, who goeth about to 
" devour her* Now he plagueth her with hun- 
** ger and death, then with peftilence ; now with 
*^ wars ; till at length a good Prince or Potentate 
** cometh, who helpeth and delivereth her, and 
•* refloreth her again to her right." 

Lutber's " Colloq. Men/aIJ\ 

Luther 
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. Luther treated not only the book but the perToa 
of Henry the Eighth with great violence aiul 
acrimony. He fays in his anfwer to it, ** I am 
** not certain whether folly itfclf is fo foolifh at 
" the head of the miferable Henry* Oh ! how 
*• I (hould enjoy covering the head of his Englifl^ 
^' Majefty with dirt and filth ! and Indeed I have 
^* a right to do (o. Come ye then to me. Mailer 
** Henry, and I will teach ye * — Vematis ad me^ 
** Domine Henrke^ ego vos doceboJ* 

Leo X. having in vasn cit^d Luther to appear 
at Rome, to anfwer for his heretical dodrine^ 
Cardinal Cajetan was fent to Germany to hold a 
conference with him, and to induce him to 
retraft, or to gain poffeffion of his perfon. Lu- 
ther, who was informed of the latter part of his 
commiffion, took flight, fearing the fate of 
John-Hus* 

Luther very much fliocked the prejudices 6i ihp 
time by marrying a Nun named Catherine Bore j 
and his enemies fay, that in one of his fermons he 
declared it was as impoffible to live without a wife 
as without meat. To the Landgrave of Helfe he 

♦ Erafmus faid on the occafion, " ^id invhahat Lu' , 
'* tberum ut Secret^ * Veniatlsy Domine Henrtcty ego docebo 
•* VOi ?* Saltern Regis liber Latine lo^ebaturJ* 

indeed 
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indeed gave permiflion to marry two wives, for 
^Idch he is ridiculed and abufecl by Boifuet and 
the Catholic Writers. They likewife pretend, 
that in the copy of Luther's own Bible, preferved 
in the Vatican, on a bbnfcleaf is written with 
6is own hknd a lingular addrefs to the Deity in 
German verfe, which contains more of the Epi- 
curean thaB of the Chriftiah doftrine. This is, 
however, denied to be genuine by Miffon, and 
was moft probably inferted by his adverfarics. 

ffir ^enry Wotton^ad thoughts oFwriting the 
Life of Luther and the hfllory of the Reformation. 
This great andufeful undertaking he laid afide 
at the requeft of Charles the Firfti who wifhed 
him to write the Hiftory of England. - 

The Hiftory of the Reformation of Religion in 
Europe is a defideratum in the Englifli* language, 
and affords an ample field for the talents of the 
Writer, while it fecures the intereft and attention 
of the Reader. 

^ Whofo contemneth Mufic," fays Luther, 
in his ftrong language, " (as all feducers do,) I 
<« am diffatisfied with him. Next to Theologie, 
*« I give the higheft place to Mufic. For there- 
^* by all anger is forgotten, the Devil is driven 
^* away, and melancholy and many tribulations 

"and 
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^* Wd evil thoughts are expelled ; it is the beft 
^* folace for a fad and forrowful mind*. 

** Luther in his journey to Worms,** accord- 
ing to Dr. Burkhardt, " compofed the words 
«« and the tune of one of his fineft Hytnnst? which 

" begins, 

* The Mowing elegant Limes, written by Dr. Josbpk 
Wartom from a Hint in the Medea of Euripides^ (and 
which, by his kindnefs, are permitted to decorate this little 
Volume,) and the Air to which they are fet, (which #aa, 
at the requeft of the Compiler, compofed for them by the 
ingenious Mr. Jackson of Exeter,) form a very forcible 
comment on the text of the great reformer: 

HINT tROM EURIPIDES. 

QvEEN of every moving meafure, 
Sweeteft fource of purefl pleafurt, 
Mufic 1 why thy powert employ 
Only for the Sons of Joy ; 
Oidy for the fiooiling guefLs 
At natal or at nuptial feaftt i 
Rather thy lenient numben pour 
On thofe whom fecrct griefs deronr : 
Bid be flill the beating (i ) hearU 
Of thofe whom death or abfience parts ; 
And with fome foftly-whifper'd air 
Smooth the brow of dumb defpair, 

f ** Some years ago,'' fays theprefent learned Minifier of 
the Lutheran chapel in the Savoy, *^ Dr. Buzney came to 



(i) It was written originally «« thtoVblbjr;" bot the Compofcr, for the 
fiike of the adodjr, wUbed ct iflter it f <«•' fcvattng.*' 

voir. III. ' • " «T 
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** begins,- *<lod is our refuge in diftrefs*/ On 
" his appearance at Worms f he was preffed very 

« hard 

" my chapel to hear the ahovementioned hymn fung by my 
^* congregation, in the tune of wliich he thought there wa» 
** fomething grand and heroic^ It is owing to LutKer^a 
/< hymi|s,"' adds Dr. Burkhardt, *' that our congregation* 
" have an abundance of hymns and fuitable tunes, from 
*^ which Handel himfelfconfclTed he had taken fame pafTages 
** for hia facred and fubh'me compofitions," — ** Life and 
** Charader of Luther,** by Dr. Burkhardt, prefixed to 
,Lufhcr*s " Coi/cquM MenJaRa^^* folio* 

* " Miific,*' fays Luther, '< is one of the mofl beautify! 
'* and moft glorious gifts of God, to which Satan is a bitter 
" enemy. By mufic, many tribulations and evil thoughts 
** are driven away^ It is one of the bcft arts ; the notes 
** give life to the text. It cxpefleth melancholy, as we fee 
** in King Saul. ^ Mufic is the bell folace for a fad and for- 
"♦* rowfui mind. By meanaof mufic the heart is comforted, 
•• and fettles again to peace. It is faid by Virgil; 

*• Tu ealamos inftare hvcs^ ego dicere verfus : 

•* Sing thou the notes^ and I will fing the words*'* 

'^ Mufic h one half of difciplinc> and a fchoolmiftrefs that 
'* makes men more gentle and meek, more modeft and more 
^ intelligent. Mufic i& a gift of God» and neiarly allied to 
" theology. I would not for a great deal be deltitute of 
" the fmall /kill in mufic which I have. I am glad,'* adds 
he, ** that God has bereaved the country clowns of fuch a 
"'^ great gift and comfort, as that they neither hear nor 
•♦ regard mufic." — Cbttoq. MjtnfaL 

\ Whilft Luther attended the diet at Worms,- he waff 
, treated with much refpeft and civility by the Emperor, the 

Prittcest 
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** hard to rctraft his opinions* * I calmot/ rei* 
" plied he, * Gonfent to be tried by any other 

« rule 



Princesy and the Nobles. As he was one day going to take 
bis place in this illuflnous aflembly, George Fron(berg, a 
German oJBicer of fome confequencey put his hand upon his 
fliouldcr, and told him, ** My good brother, you are now 
** taking fo bold a ftep as myfelf and many other cbm- 
** manders of armies in war have fcarcely ever taken. If, 
** however, your opinions are founded in truth, and you ire 
'' fure of the goodnefs of your caufe, proceed, in the name 
** of the Lord> and have confidence he will nerer forfakc 
«* you." 

" Luther," fays Dr. Jortin, " (hewed a fufficient prefencc 
•* of mind, and a noble intrepidity, at this Affembly, in the 
** opinion of every one befides himfelf; for he afterwards 
^* lamented that he had not been ilill bolder in the caufe of 
« God.'* 

/ . . ... 

Seckendorf fays, «* This admirable man (as is the cafe 
^* with every man oiF mtfrit) did not however fattsfy himfelf. 
** And foon after the Diet was over, though the ilate of his 
** private affairs was defperate, himfelf an exiltj and half a 
** prifoner, and in a very irifirtn ftate-of health, yet in » 
*< letter to Spalatinud he thus oompbins of hixnfelf : 

** i am very fearful and am iDuclr Rubied ixu oonfcience, 
" that* Yielding to the advice of you and of my friends, I 
*« remitted any portion of my fpirit at Worms, and did not 
^ exhibit myfelf there ad another EUas againfl the Idols. 
" If I am again called before them, I fhall behave in a very 
** different manner." 

Vet Frederic the EleSor of Saxony told SpsJatinus, <« how 

" ^voflderfuUy well Father Martin fpoke German and Latin 

Q 2 « before 
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" rule than the word of God. For Popes and 
" Councils have erred, and are not infallible. 
** Unlefs I am bound and forced in my own 
** mind, by arguments which convey conviftion, 
** to retraft, it is not fafe for me to do it. Here 
« I am. I cannot. I dare not. I will not- 
^« So help me God# Amen.* 



9f 



Luther fays of himfelf, " My rhind is indeed 
" very hard, but my core is foft and delicate j 
" for indeed I wifli ill to no one.** 

" A man," fays he, ** lives forty years before 
** he knows himfelf to be a fool ; and at the time 
** in which he begins to fee his folly, his life is 
" nearly finifhed : fo that many men die before 
" they begin to live." 

Luthet thus inftrufts the preachefs of hrs time : 
" Curfed,*' fays he, " are all preachers that aim 
** at fublimity, difficulty, and dq^ance; and, 
" neglefling the care of the fouls of the poor,. 
<' feek their own pr^e and honour, and to pleafe 
" one or two perfons of confequence. When a 
" man comes into the pulpit for the firft time, he 



*« before the Emperor and the Affcmbly* He was, I affurc 
<< you, fufficiently or rather too bold : S^ifh auf mmium mU" 
** mofus:* 
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'^ is much perplexed at the number of heads that 

" are before him. When I (land in the pulpit I fee 

'^ no heads, but imagine thofe that are before me . 

" to be all blocks. When I preachy I fink myfelf 

" deeply down: I regard neither Dodors nor 

" Mailers, of which there are in the church 

*^ above forty. But I have an eye to the multi- 

*' tud^ of young people, children, and fervants, 

" of which there are more than two thoufand. 

" I preach to them, and direft my difcourfe to 

" thofe who have need of it. A preacher fhould 

" be a logician and a rhetorician; that is, he 

« muftbeabletoteachandtoadmomfli. When 

'^ he preaches upon any Article, he muft ftrft 

« cKftinguifh it ; then define, defcribe, and fliew 

"• what it is ; thirdly, he muft produce fentences 

" from the Scripture to prove and to flirengthen 

'^ it ; fourthly, he muft explain it by examples ; 

<< fifthly, he muft adorn it with fimilitudes ; 

" and laftly, he muft admonifh and roufe the 

*f indolent, corred the difobedient, and reprove 

"the authors of fiilfe dodrine. Young Di- 

5« vines,** adds Luther, ** ought to ftudy th^ 

^/ Hebrew language, that they may be able to 

f * compare together Greek and Hebrew words, 

" ^d difcern the property, the natur?, and the 

♦^ fgrce of them.'* 

Q 3 Luther, 
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Luther, not long before he died, fent a prefent 
of a beautiful glafs to his friend Juftus Jonas, on 
which was infcribed, in German, 

One glafs prefents a glafs to another glafs, Guefs what 
it is: 

adding. 

Dot viirum viiro Jamt vitrttm ijffe LutheruSf 
Sejimilem utfragili nofcat uterque vitro. 

** Patience," fays Luther, " is neceflary in 
•* moft things. I muft have patience with the 
*', Pope ; I muft have patience with heretics and 
« fcducers } I muft have patience with babblingj 
" courtiers ; I muft have patience with my fer- 
" vants } I muft have patience with my wife 
•f Kate. In fliort, the occafions for patience are 
** fo great, that my whole life is nothing, but 
" patience." 

'* When I firft came to Rome," fays Luther, 
*' they fliewed me the head of St. Peter carved 
" in the Church that bears his name. On the 
" next day I faw the following lines written 
" under it : 

•* Ecckfiam pro mare rego. Mihi cUmata tntmdi 
•* Sunt man* Scri^tura retia. Pifcu botm*^ 

Luther 
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Luther died February i6, 1546, at Eifleben. 
Not long before that event took pkee he was aflted 
by one of his friends, whether he diedin th« firm 
conviftion of the truth of the doftrine which he 
had preached. He anfwered ** Yes,'* in a very 
loud tone of voice^ and expired immediately. 

As Luther felt his (Ifength dedinifig he mad4l 
his will ; the conclufion of which is Very re^^ 
markable, as it ihews how highly he ftill thought 
of hinifelf and of his miAiftfy, 

*' I have niy reafians tor omitting the «fual 
" formalities in this my laft wiU,afid I h^e I 
^* |5iall have more credit given to me than to 4 
*' Notary. For I km well known in the world,' 
** fince God, the Father of all mercy, has in- 
^* tTtiftcd me, an unworthy (inner, with the 
^* Gofpel of his fon, and enabled me to preach 
^* it with truth, fidelity, and perfeverance even to 
" this day ; fo that many pcrfons have been con- 
^^ verted by my miniftry, and think me a Doftof 
*^ of truth, notwithftanding the excommunica- 
" tion of the Pope, the ban of tl>e Emperor, 
f^ and the wrath pf many Kings, Princes, and 
^ Priefts ; nay, in fpite of the wrath of all the 
f^ Devils. Why (hould I then not be credited in.a 
" matter fo infignificant as my will, particularly 
<f fince my hand-writing is well known, and 
04, " fufficjent. 
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" fufficicnt, if it can b^ (aid. This is writtea by 
. " Dr. Martiji Luther^ the Notary of God, and 
« th€ Witocft of. his Gofpd." 

Luther^B body was carried to Wurtemberg, and 
buried in the £leQoral Church of that city. A 
brazen plate, with an infcription, covers his 
grave, which is oppofite to that of hi« friend 
Melan&hon. 

When the Emperor Chadas the Fifth was at 
Wurtemberg in 1547, fome of his. Officers de- 
firing him to order the bones of Luther to be dug 
up and bMmt, he n<*ly told them, ** I have now 
f' nothing farther to do with Luther. He has 
V henceforth another Judge, whofe junfdidion it 
" is not lawful for me to ufurp. Know chat I 
'^ make not war with the dead, but with th^Uving 
" who flill continue tQ attack me/* 

. « The ardent fpirit of Luther,'' fays one of his 
Biographers, ^* fhonc out in his eyes, which were 
'^ fo fparkling that no one could bear to look at 
" them.*' 

Luther, though of a firm and ilrong conftitu- 

tion, was fubjeft to that difeafe of men of genius 

and qf talents, Melancholy,— *which affeded hun 

Jo violently, that he occafionally imagined he £iw 

the 
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tihe Devil^ and tlmt he held converfadons vnth , 
him. While he lay concealed in the ilrong 
fortrefs of Wartburgh, he thought he faw the 
Enemy of Mankind approaching to converfe with 
bim. The intrepid Reformer threw his ink-ftand 
at the phantom, and, according to Dr. Burkhardt, 
the fpot which the ink made upon the wall of the* 
. room remains ftill vifible. 

Seckendorf thus defcribes Luther : 

. '^f He had an xmcommon genius, a lively inia- 
*< gination, a good ihare of learning, a pious 
^' and devout difpofition, a tincture of mdan- 
'^ cholyandenthufiafm, and a great warmth and 
«< impetuofity, which impelled him to infult and 
<< ridicule his adverfaries. He was fond of 
** mufic, and both a CDmpofer and performer, 
*^ which he faid was equally good for foul and 
<< body; that it expelled melancholy, and put the 
*• Deyil to 6ight, who mortally hated mufic. He 
<< entertained a mean opinion of the capacity and 
<' difpoiitbn of thofe who had no taile for this 
<' excellent art. He alfo lacrificed to the Graces, 
<' and comppfed fome poems, b(5th in Latin and 
" German." 

'* I am apcufed," lays Luther, ** of rudenefs 
'' and immodefty, particularly by my adverlaries, 
« who have not a grain of candour and good^ 

*« manners. 
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•^ manners. If, as they fay, I am fiiucy and im» 
•' pudem, I am, however, fimple, open, and fin- 
^* cere, and have none of their guile, diffimulation, 
^* and tlreachery." 

Luther, who was a man of an ardent imagina? 
rion, in one of his letters fays, ** When I behold 
'^ by the light of the moon, in a clear night, the 
•* beautiful azure vault of Heaven, befprinkled 
ff with the Ihining orbs, this feeds my imagina- 
** tion, and I am fatisfied, Melanflhon wilhes 
•^ to know where are the columns that fupport 
^ this fplendid arch.*' 



MELANCTHON. 



This profound Scholar was at the head of the 
Reformed Party in Germany. To a prodigious 
erudition, to a great politenefs and elegance of 
ftyle, he joined much moderation of temper and 
of manner, and the utmoft integrity of mind, 

" I tremble,*' fays he, in one of his letters, 
** when I confider the exceffive paffions of Lur 
*' ther; paffions as violent as the outrages of 
" Hercules, of Philoftetes, and of Marius. I am 
^ like Daniel amongft the Lions. I never expedl 

« to 
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^ to find fmcerity but in hieaven. I am in the 
^* midft of thofe enraged wafps (he fpeaks of the 
^* Lutherans)^ in the midft of thofe Demagogue?, 
*f ignorant men, who are miacquainted eithef 
^^ with piety or with good order. We Ihall fall into 
^ a fta,te of anarchy, into a Il^e that concentrates 
*' every ppffible kind of mifchief. I only wifh. 
f ^ for a pious affcmbly, where religious matters 
^^ may be treated of without fophiftry and with- 
?* out tyranny.. Would to heaven (adds he), 
'^ that I could not only not enfeeble the power 
<< of Bifliops, but eftabliih their dominion ! fori 
*f fee but too well what fort of a Church we tx€ 
'^ likely to have, if we demolifh £ccl6fiaftical 
f* Government. I am fare that the tyranny we 
f' have quitted, will then be nothing to that 
'f which we fhall fee eftablifhed." 

This learned and amiable Difciple of Luther 
poflefled none of the violence and impetuofity of 
his Mailer. He was fo difiinguiihed for his 
moderation, that Francis the Firft wrote to him 
to defire him to aflift at a conference with the 
Dodors of the Sorbonne on the difputed points 
of religion. Melanfthon was very anxious to go 
to France; but his Sovereign, the. Eleftor of 
Saxony, would not permit him. Henry the 
Eighth was no lefs defirous to fee this celebrated 
Controverfialift. Wtelanfthon, however, affifted 

at 
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at the Conferences of Spire in 1 539, and made a 
moft diftingniflied figure at them. It is faid, that 
having occafion to fee his mother as he was 
going to the AfTembly, flie, who was a good 
Catholic, ferioufly entreated her fon to tell her 
what file was to think of the religious difputes 
that were then dividing the Chxiftian world. 
He replied, ^< Attend to thofe pnyers which 
^ contain no fuperftition in them; and go oato 
*^ pray and tg believe as you have been ufied tor 
^ do, without perautting your mind toibeidif- 
^ turbed in the prefent confiift ^^f religious 
^^ opinions." Abb6 de Choify &ys, that on a 
fimilar occafion he^toldthis ezceUent woman, that 
^ The new rdigton was the moil: plaufible, the 
<^ luitfent reUgion had the moft certainty.^' . ' 

Melandhoui though a jsealoaa difldple ^of 
Luther, did not always thi|ih ivith his Matter. 
bi fome points ht fallowed ZuingUus, inoth^s, 
Calvin ; and he had fo often c|ianged his c^ion! 
o£ them, that he *wa8 calkd the German Proteus : 
he wifhed, however, to have been the Pacifier c# 
that country, and to have ftilled the ftorms and 
t^]3ipeft$ in religious matters which divided and 
diftra£):ed it. He was fo anxious to effed this^ 
that, on iindix^ it impoffible to moderate the 
violence of his countrymen, he moft fincerely 
wifhed for death to put an end to his grief and 

difap- 



difappointment ; "for then," faid he, «^ 1 fhall 
** ceafe to be expofed to the hatred and to the 
*' anger of Theologians* I fliall fee God him- 
^< felf ; and in his bofom fhall draw out the know- 
" ledge of all thofe wonderful myfteries, which I 
** have in this life only fcen as through a veil. 
** My colleagues," added he, " thirft after my 
** blood ; becaufe, to prevent coniufion, I would 
<^ bring them back again to that Authority which 
« they are pleafed to call flavery* Thefe Heroes," 
continues he, *' who axe conftantly raifing the 
'* mofl: cruel walrs agamft the Church and the 
•* Country, fecm to have very little care about 
*^ me: they by no means feel my fituation. 
^* They hate me becaufe I wifh to reftore the 
" jurifdidionof Bi&ops. The People accuftomed 
" to Kve in licentioufiiefs, after having thrown 
" oflf their yoke, will no longer fupport it. The 
" Cities of the Empire are thofe who are mod 
*^ difpleafed with their jurifdiAion, caring little 
" either for purity of doctrine or of religion. 
** They are merely jealous of power and of 
« liberty." 

Again, this pious and moderate Divine fays in 
one of his letters to his friend Camerinus, " I 
*' live in perpetual bondage, as if I were in the 
«< cave of the Cyclops. I cannot difguife my 
<* fentiments to you. I have really often thoughts 

« of 



A4 MELANCTHOlf. 

** of making my cfcape/' Luther was not ttd 
only perfoh that offered him violence j ^* for/' 
adds the eloquent Bifhop of Meauz very faga^ 
doufly, '* every one has the command occafion^^ 
*« ally amongft perfons who forfake the lawful 
" authority*, and the mod moderate are always 
" the moft enflaved. The obfervation applies as 
<< well to thofe who relinquiih the eftabliflied 
" fyftem of government, as thofe who fet up 
<« againft the eftabliflied fyftem of religion in a 
" ftate, and fhould make them both equal 
" enemies to innovations in either.'* 



PALINGENIUS. 



The Author of the celebrated Latin Poem 
Zodiacus Vitay that goes under the name of Palin* 
genius, was Manzoli. He died about the year 
1 530. He is fuppofed to have been a Proteftant, 
and was one of the many learned men of his 
time, who, having embraced the opinions of 
Luther, found protedion at the Court of the 
Duchefs of Ferrara. By his frequent allulions to 

* After tlic" execution of Charles the FiHl^ many Afferent 

regulations of the gOTemment took place in England. This 

happened likewife In France after the maflacre of Louis XVI^ 

6 phyfic 
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|)hyfic throughout the Poem, and the continual 
abufe of the ignorant and the mercaiary prac- 
titioners of that divine art, he appears either to 
have profefled it himfelf, or to have fuflfered ex^ 
tremely from the abufe of it. 

Many paffages in the Poem are very fine. The 
fpeech of the old man who has mif-fpent his 
youth in idlenefs and pleafure, in the ninth book, 
is extremely ftrong apd pathetic. 



quumferior atas 



Sentiit ingeniumifamam rem^ membra pertjfi 
Exiguo mellis guftu ef dulcedine inanu 
Tunc iterum ut muhi dices, O tempora pulchra 
^iam male vos mvi I quofugijiis ! miferum me ! * 

When coming age (hall fet before your eyes 
Talents and fortune, health and reputation^ 
For empty pleafures, appetites indulged. 
Groveling and low, for ever gone and loft ! 
Will you not fay, as many more have faid. 
Oh Time, for knowledge and improvement given, 
How ill employ'd ! Oh ! whither are you fled ? 
Ah, never to return \ Wretch that I am ! 

Ignorant and interefted Phyficians he calls 

Carntfices hominumfub honejio nomine fiwtU 
Mankind's fell butchers with a nobler name. 
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He theii addreffes the Princes of his time to rid 
the world of thefe pefts of fociety : 

Fos quibus imperium eftj qui tnuncUfrana itnetis 
Ne tantum tolerate nefasy banc tollite peftem 
Confulite Humatw gener i 
VelperfeHe artem difcant vel non ntideantur., 

Tc who the reins of Empire bear. 
The human race in pity fpare ; 
Its fcourgcs to dcftruftion give. 
And wc fliall then be well and live. 

He adds, in fpeaking of the fame Art im^ 
properly exercifed, 

Namji ali£ percent arttSy toleraiile eerie efi. 
Hitc vera ntfijit perfeEta^ eft plena peri^li^ 
Etf£Vtt tanquam occulta atque domeftica peftis* 

If other Arts perfe£^ion need 

No wondrous evils will fucceed; 

But Phyfic, treated as a trade. 

In fraud or ignorance difplay'd^ 

A hidden and domeftic peft, 

Our every comfort can moleft \ 

Bereave us of our every joy. 

And fortune, health, and life deltroy/ 

Palingenius has not been tranflated into Englifii 
in our times. Parts of the Poem would fucceed 
very well put into Englilh verfe, and might prove 
s^eptable to thofe perfons who do not underftand 

Latin. 
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Lat!ii% Mf.'Pope appears to have taken very 
little from thi^ author. " The whole Zodiacus of 
*^ Palingenius/' fays Scaliger, *^ is a fatire, 
** written with fobriety, with moderation, and 
*^ with delicacy. The verfe and the general ftyle 
" of it arc not, however, in the higheft ftrain 
*^ of poetry.'* 



JOHN CALVIN. 



This extraordinary man, who was equally a 
great Lawyer and a great Divine, had a confider- 
able fhare in regulating the laws and confti- 
tution of Geneva, to which city he retired after 
having been perfecuted in France. In this place 
he eftabliflied a Proteftaht Inquifition, if we may 
fo call a Confiftorial Court with power of 
cenfure and of excommunication. ^^ It feems,'* 
fays he in one of his letters, " that I am too 
**- violent with the young men ; but if I did not 
^^ manage them with a tight rein, it would be a 
** great pity. There is one of our young people 
^^ here who is in danger of paying very dear for 
^' what he has done. I am not certain whether 
** he will efcapc with his life.'* 

VOL. lii. H The 
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The cruel fate of iServetus is well known. 
Gentilis, another Arian of Germany, was perfe- 
cuted by him with fuch violence, that he thought 
it expedient to quit that city and retire to Lyons. 
Thus Calvin, who, upon being perfecuted in 
France, wrote againft perfecution, when he had 
power at Geneva, condemned to the flames thofe 
who differed in opinion from hhn ; and after hav- 
ing, in his eloquent Dedication of his Inftitutions 
to Francis the Firft, claimed with great manlinefs 
a perfeft liberty of religious opinions, when placed 
at the head of a Republic, became a tyrant 
over the minds and the confciences of his^ fub- 
jefts. The Bulls of the Pope himfelf were not 
more fulminating than the writings of Calvin. 
•* Hog, Afs, Horfe, Bull, Drunkard, Madman," 
were the ufual epithets he made ufe of to thofe 
who did not think as he did. When Charles the 
Fifth had diffolved the famous League of Smal- 
calde, he called him " a Tyrant, Antiochus," 
and very kindly wiOied him a violent fit of the 
gout ; and dignified his brother Ferdinand with 
the title of " Sardanapalus.*' 

Calvin, in one of his Treatifes againfl Luther, 
calls his fchool of theology a ftjbiking flye of hogs. 
The Lutheran manner of adminiflering the Sacra- 
ment, he calls a fupper of Cyclops j ** ac which,'* 

fays 
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fays he, ** there is always to be feen abarbarifin 
worthy of the old Scythians.'* He fays oftenj 
that if the Devil has fome influence with the 
Papifts, he has quitefafdnated the Lutherans ; 
and that he cannot imagine why they attack 
him more violently than every other perfon, 
unlefs it is that Satan^ of i*hom they are the 
verieft tools, inftigates them mbre agalnft him^ 
a6 th(i fiend fees his labours more ufeful to the 
well-being of the Church than thbfe of Luther/* 
Yet in fpite of all this fcandalous and virulent 
language, he has the eflFrontery to fay, that he has 
been fo completely without gall when he wrote 
thus violently, that on looking a feccmd time 
over his book, he was quite aftonifhed that fo 
many harfh words had efcaped him without the 
leaft bittieniefs* " It is/' adds he^ " the worth- 
** leffnefs of the fubjeft that has alone furnifhed 
*« me with all the abufe that 1 have givto way to ; 
*^ and I have fiipprefled much more that was 
** at my tongue's end. After all, however, I 
*' am not forry that thefe fttlpid fellows have felt 
*' my flings." 

« When oppoied to this violence,'* fays the 

fcioqueilt Bifliop of Meaux, ^* Luther was mild- 

« nefs itfelf ; and if," adds he, « one muft 

♦* make a comparifoil between thefe two men, 

H 2 " theft; 
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" there is no perfon that had not rather experi« 
*^ ence the impetuous and infolent paffion of the 
*' one, than the deep malignity and bitternefs of 
*' the other, who boafts that he is quite calm and 
'*' cool, when he thirows forth fuch a quantity of 
*' venom J** 

According to Charpentier the real name of this 
celebrated Reformer was Cauvin. The fame 
author lays, that he was fubje£t to eleven different 
difeafes. This wretched (late of body moft pro- 
bably renderfed him fo exceffively peevifh and ill- 
humoured, that fome of the people of Geneva 
faid of him, that they had rather go to Hell 
with Beza, than to Heaven with Calvin. His 
peeviflinefs, no lefs than his virulence, feems to 
have infefted fome of his modem followers. In 
one of his writings againft Luther, who had called 
him a declaimer, Calvin, to prove how completely 
well he underftood reafon and argumentation^ 
burft out into the following rhapfody : ** Your 
" whole fchool is nothing but a (linking ftye of 
" pigs. Dog, do you underftand me ? Do you 
" underftand me, madman ? Do you underftand 
<^ me, you great beaft ?'* 

M. Charpentier fays, that Cardinal Richelieu 
^as v.ery anxious to find out fome perfon who 

had 



JO^N CALVIKT. lOl 

had been perfonally acquainted with Calvin ; 
and that at laft he met with an old Clergyman, a 
Capon of a French Cathedral, who told him, 
upon his oath, that he was acquainted with hun 
at Paris, and that he remembered meeting him 
one day, in a by-lane of that city, difguifed as a 
labourer, with a hough in his hand ; that Calvin 
to}d him he had that inftant changed clothes 
with a countryman for a fum of money ; and 
that he was making what haile he could to the 
frontiers, to efcape the purfuit of the Lieutenant* 
Criminal, who was in fearch of him for fome par- 
ticular religious opinion which he had delivered 
in the College of Le Moyne at Paris. The Canon 
faid, that he afked Calvin why he thought fit to 
put himfelf into this difagreeable and dangerous 
fituation, and why he gave into fuch novelties in 
religious notions. Calvin replied, that he be- 
lieved he had been to blame, but that he was now 
top fyr engaged with the party to recede; and that 
having acquired confequence and reputation 
by it, he mull be contented to live with it 
or die for it, as might happen. In fpite how- 
ever of ill health, of the many fermons he was 
obliged to preach, and the variety of conferences 
on religious and civil matters which he was 
obliged to attend at Geneva, he found time 
tg write nine large volumes in folio. Ac-* 
n 3 cording 
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cording to the Compiler of the French HiftoricaJ 
Diftionary, the curious in books are anxious to 
pick up, wherever they can find it, a rare 
trcatife of Calvin's to prove that *^ the human 
** foul doe? not fleep till the day of judgment/' 
Paris, 1558. 8vo. I 

Calvin is faid to have compofed two thoufand 
and twenty-three fermons. He either wrote 
or diifhtted during the whole of his laft illnefs;; 
and when he was requefted by his friends to re-: 
main quiet and not fatigue his mind, he ufed to 
fay, ^y Whatj would you have the Lord come 
^* and furprize me in my idlenefs ?** 



SERVETUS, 

whom Calvin caufed to be burnt alive at Geneva 
for denying the doctrine of the Trinity, appears^ 
in his book upon that fubjeft, to have known in 
fome degree the circulation of the blood, which 
was afterwards demonftrated by the immortal 
Harvey. Knowledge is progreffive. Servetushad 
traced the circulation of the ftream of life through 
the lungs, and there he flopped. Vefalius after- 
ward found out the valves of the veins, but 
feemed ignorant of their ufe. 
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POPE AJ^RIAN "THE SIXTH. 

[1521—15^3.] 

The Emperor Charles the Fifth had flattered 
Wolfey with the profpeft of obtaming the Pope- 
dom. With great gratitude and wifdom he be- 
ftowed it upon Adrian, who had been his tutor^ 
and who was one of the beft divines as well as 
one of the moft exemplary men of his time. 

Adrian's reign was a very (hbrt one. He 
rather poflfelTed than enjoyed his dignity, and 
defired to have this infcription put upon his 
monument : 

^* Here lies Adrian the Sixth, who was never fo un^ 
<< happy in any period of his life as in that wherein 
<* he was a Prince." 

Adrian v(ras a man of great piety, and of very 
ilrid principle. One of his maxims was,-*** 
^^ That men were made for places, and not places 
*< for men.'* This ib little pleafed the corrupt 
courtiers of Rome, that when he died, (as was fup- 
pofed by the blunder of his phyfician,) fome one 
wrote ov^r tbedoor of this miftaken fon of Galen ; 

Medico 

Patriae fuae Liberaim 

S. P. Q^ 

Ji 4 Adrian^ 
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Adrian, when he was Profeffor at Louvain, had 
written a book intitled « Commentarius in IV. 
" Libros Sententiarum.'' Paris, 1 5 1 2. In it he 
had ventured to fay,— That even the Pope 
might err in matters of faith. He had, however, 
the honefty to have it reprinted foon after he had 
taken poffeffion of the chair of St. Petef . 



POPE CLEMENT THE SEVENTH. 

[1523— 1534O 

PROPERTIA DA ROSSI. 

Propertia da Rossi, a female of Bologna, of 
obfcure birth, handled the chiffel as a profeflional 
artift, and was extremely fuccefsful in her efforts. 
She made feveral ftatues for the fagade of San 
Petronio at Bologna, and was befide a good 
painter and an excellent engraver. Propertia 
became enamoured of a young artift, who did not 
make a fuitable return to her love. This difap- 
pointment threw her into a lingering diforder, 
which brought her to the grave. Her laft work 
was a Baffo Relievo, reprefenting the Hiftory of 

Jofeph 
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Jbfeph and Potiphar's Wife. Her cruel lover 
was reprefented as Jofeph, herfelf as the neglefted 
Egyptian lady. It is faid to be her beft work, 
and was moft certamly executed con amore. Pil- 
kington's Diftionary of Painters does not mention 
this extraordinary perfon. 



CORREGIO- 



This lovely painter has often been mentioned 
as an inftance of the power of genius unaffifted by 
education and ftudy. His tranfcendent excellence 
in his very difficult art ihould have made man- 
kind flow in believing this, were there not an ex- 
treme love of the marvellous, and did not idlenefs 
wiih to fupport itfelf by examples which it rather 
makes than finds. Although in early life he 
might fay, *' I too am a Painter,** at a more ad- 
vanced period, he might have faid, " I aAi now a 
** better Painter," when he had feen and ftudied 
the works of other Artifts, and had made his 
drawings from the Antique ; which latter circum- 
ftance is mentioned by Winkelman, and has ef- 
caped other Writers. His tafte for beauty feems, 
however, peculiarly his own j there is a playful- 
nefs and a vivacity in his female and infantine 

counte- 
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conntenances, for which he feems indebted only 
to his own imagination^ 

Corregio is faid to have painted his piftures at 
▼cry low rates, and to have died of chagrin af 
receiving a very fmall price. for one of thenij 
which was |)aid to him in copper money. 



MUNCER, 

The fpeech of this celebrated Anabaptift de» 
'magogue to the populace of Mulhaufen in 1524, 
refembles very much fome of the harangues which 
liave been made in the French Convention, ex« 
cepting that Muncer thought fit to add the fana^ 
tidfm of religion to the extremeft enthufiafm of 
republicanifm. 

" Are ye not all brethren, my friends? 
" (faid he j) and have not we all one common 
*' father in Adam? From whence then arifes 
" that diflference of rank and property which ty-r 
*^ ranny has introduced between the nobility and 
^' ourfelves ? Why fhould we groan under po^ 
«* verty, while they abound with every kind of 
« luxury ? Have we not a right to an equality 

pf 
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** of thofe good things, which from thdr nature 
^ are made to be divided, without diftinftion^ 
^ amongft all mankind ? Reftore to us, then, yo 
^^ rich of the prefent times, ye greedy ufurpers, . 
** reftore to us the property that you have fo long 
f^ unjuftly detained from us ! It is not only at. 
*' we are men, but as we are Chriftians, that we 
^< have a righ( to the equal diftributicm of the 
f' good things of this world. In the earlieft 
f ^ times of the Chriftian religion, was it not feen 
'« that the Apoftles themfelves had regard to the 
f < wants of each of the Faithful in the diftribti- 
" tion of the money that was brought to their 
^ feet ? Shall we never fee a return of thofe 
<^ bleffed times ? ITie Almighty requires of all 
^' mankind that they ihould deftroy the tyranny 
^' of the rulers ; that they Ihould demand their 
" liberties fword in hand j that they ihould refufe 
f ^ to pay taxes ; and that they fhould bring all 
f ^ that they poffefs into one common ftock. Yes, 
^* ipy brethren, it is to my feet that ye ought to 
?* bring every thing you poflefs, as our prc- 
f < deceflbrs of old brought all they had to the feet 
^* of the Apoftles. Yes, my brethren, to have 
*^ every thing in common, vms the very fpirit of 
f * Chriftianity at its very birth ; and to refufe to 
*^ pay taxes to our Princes who opprefs us, i» 
f« to free ourfelves from that ftatc of ilavery 

** from 
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" from which the Saviour of the world has dcK- 
" vered us/* 

By harangues of this kind Muncer foon found 
himfelf at the head of forty thoufand troops. 
The Landgrave of Jleffe, and many of the 
neighbouring no^i}ity, ratfed troops and attack- 
ed him. The impo|lor however, nothing 
daunted, made a fpeech to his troops', and pro- 
mifed them an entire vidory. " Every thing (faid 
" he to his followers) muft yield to the Moft 
'^ High, who has placed m^ at the head of you* 
*' Jn vain the enemy's artillery fliall thunder 
*^ againft you j in vain indeed, for I will receive 
" in the fleeve of my gown every bullet that fliall 
*' be fliot againft you, and that alone fliall be an 
« impenetrable rampart againft all the efforts 
" pf the enemy/' Muncer, however, was not 
fo good as his word ; his troops were defeated, 
himfelf taken prifoner and carried to Mulhauf^n, 
where he periflied upon a fcaffold in 1525, 
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POPE PAUL THE TmRD. 

[^534-^^549-] 



IGNATIUS LOYOLA. 

There feems to be much of accident in the 
iaiffsurs of the world. The celebrated Society of the 
Order of the Jefuits took place from mere chance. 
Loyola, a Spanifh Officer, wounded at the fiege 
of Pampeluna, is brbught into the town, and con- 
fined to his bed by his wounds. To amufe his 
mind, books are fiirniflied him : amongft others, 
that of the Lives of the Saints. This book had 
fuch an effeft upon the ardent imagination of 
Loyola, long fince turned to gallantry of a ro- 
mantic kind, that he refolves to dedicate himfelf 
to the fervice of God, and to become a Knight 
of the Holy Virgin Mary. Heated with his pro- 
jeft, and affociatihg himfelf with three or four 
more perfons as vilionary, yet more prudent and 
politic, than himfelf, he forms that Society which, 
according to Montefquieu, would entirely have 
governed the world, had it taken place before 
Luther and Calvm diftinguiflied themfelves. 
They poffeffed indeed, particularly in latter 
times, two wonderful powers over the minds of 
mankind, the education of the nobility, and the 

direftion 
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diredioh of the confcience8 of Sovereign^ ^ Hhi 
their tnftitutions are looked Upon as models o^ 
political fagacity. With thefe, however, the 
Founder had nothing to do, tvho appears to have 
been a weak and honeft enthufiaft, who thought 
that he was doing honour to God, and good to 
mankind, when he formed his inftitution. The 
Ipirit of intrigue and of enterprife, which was 
objefted to the Order, was certainly not that of 
their Founder : if his youth had its defe&s and 
irregularities, his age was a model of piety and 
of refignation. Himfelf and his followers were 
anxious that the Society (hould be eftabliihed at 
Paris. The Sorbonne made a decree againft it^ 
in which it fays^ that the Order was rather cal-« 
culated for the ruin Ihan for the edification o^ 
the faithfuL The Fathers wiflied very much to 
attack this decree by writing: their Foundel" 
advifed them to be quiet, and told them, that 
in certain cafes it was better to be filent than to 
fpeak, and that there was no occafion for the 
Society to avenge or to defend itfelf by writing, as 
truth is always fure at laft to avenge and to defend 
itfelf; and that however great the authority of the 
Divines who condemned them was fuppofed to be, 
h ought not to raife any apprehenfions in them, as 
God himfelf was their defence^ " Let us put our 
^ caufe in his hands^ (added he,) and we ihall moft 
*^ afluredly triumph over calumny and miirepre^ 
6 " fcntationj''' 
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*^ fentation ;" and he affured them, that in fpite of 
every obftacle, their mftitution would* be received 
in France. In this he was a prophet ; the Par- 
liament of Paris foon afterwards confented to the 
eftabliihment of the Jefuits in France, as fuppof- 
ing them peculiarly fitted to the converfion of the 
Proteftants^ of that country ; and the Founder 
died in 1556, in the zenith of his glory. 

Lainez, with whom Loyola very early aflbci- 
ated himfelf, was the politician of the Society. 
His firft ftep was to get the Generalfliip of the 
Order made perpetual, and to give it immenfe 
powers ; as that of making every kind of con- 
VtiiGt without taking the opinion of any individual 
of the Order J of giving authority and authenticity 
to the Commentaries and Declarations upon the 
Conftitutions of the Order ; of making new laws^ 
and of changing and interpreting the old laws, 
of the Society ; and of having prifons for the 
confinement of the refraftory members. ITiis 
unlimited power of the General was at the time 
confidered by fome of the beft-intentioned Mem- 
bers of the Society as a fubftitutionof art and of po- 
litics merely human, to the piety and the fimplicity 
which ought to accompany a religious Order, 
and in the end proved fatal to the Jefuits, as it 
was the article of their Inftitution which gave 
moft* offence to the Parliaments of France. 

In(ked^ 
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Indeed, what can be imagined fo formidable and 
dangerous as a body of twenty thoufand* men^ 
of diflfercnt talents and purfuits, all united toge- 
ther under one Chief, in whofe hands they are 
mere automatons. The Jefuits who taught fchool 
kept regifters of the charafters of their fcholars, 
which they occafionally fent to their Antients and • 
their General. Crebillon the French Tragic 
Poet was thus defcribed : " Pner in/ignis ingenii^ 
^^fed magnus nebulo" Of Fontenelle they faid^ 
" Puer omnibus numeris ahfoluim!^ 

. The plan of ftudy adopted by the Jefuits in their 
Colleges has been printed with this title^ ^^ Ratio 
*' Studiorum^ 1586/* They are (aid by Dumou- 
rier, who was brought up by them, to have beea 
extremely fuccefsful in the art of flattering the 
felf-love of their fcholars, and making them apply 
by a well-direfted vanity^ 
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Of the many fexcellent political maxims with 
which this great writer abounds, there are per- 

♦ To this number the Society was faid to amount at the 
time of its difiblutioa. 

• haps 
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hapS ndne which (hew greater profundity of ob- 
fervation, and may be perufed with more utility 
to mankind in general, than the followmg : 

** That liberty which mankind iti general efteem 
" with fo much reafon, is not independence ; for^ 
*' indeed, how could a Society fupport itfelf in 
** which the members were all independent one 
'* of the other ? The great advantage to be 
*^ cxpefted from liberty .is, that juftice ihould be 

cxaftly and equally adminiftered to every one^ 
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" All States and Governments that now exift 
" were eftablifhed by forces The authority of 
** Emperors, of Kings, and even of Republics 
** themfelves, has no other origin ; from which 
*' circumftance two confequences are to be 
" drawn. The firft, that if one goes to the 
" fource of any Government whatfoever, there is 
" no power which is entirely legal ; but as this 
*^ defefl: is common to all Governments, it be* 
«f comes a matter of indiflFerence to each of 
^* them. The other confequence is, that great 
*' care fhould be taken not to alter the Govem- 
" ment which happens to be eftablifhed j .for Re- 
*' volutions are not effefted with lefs mifchiefs 
'* thaii Eftablifhments ; arid unhappy are thofe 
*' perfons who chance to be living at any critical 
*' and tempeftuous period of a Government 
<^ which is to end by a Revolution.'* 

VOL. III. I He 
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He has alfo thefe excellent maxims refpeding 
War: 

" Enter into no war but that which is juft. 
•* Nd war can be juft, unlefs it be for the faving 
" 6f the honour or the cftate of a Prince or 
•* Nation. Therefore, when two Princes are in 
•' arms, and neither of thefe two jewels in any 
•' danger or prejudice, engage thyfelf with 
** neither ; for in this cafe it is better to be a 
" looker-on than an abettor/* 

** It is eafier to prevent than to cure a dangerous 
^ difeafe, and you can fooner keep out than thruft 
** out an unwelcome gueft. Such a dangerous 
^ difeafe, and fo unwelcome a gueft, is war to 
^ any country. Wife Princes, therefore, keep it 
^ as far from home as they can, and never quench 
** the fire in their neighbour's houfe to kindle it 
^ in their own.*' 

« Great affairs," fays this Hiftorian, " require 
'' many heads to advife and many hands to ac- 
•* complifli J one brain is not capable of fo great 
^ a charge ; one arm is mfufEcient for fo great a 
** burden. A Prince, therefore, ought not to 
" remain fo obftinate in his own opinion, though 
^' grounded upon probable fuppofition, as not to 
'« yield to his faithful Counfellors upon more 
" forcible and demonftrative reafons. For he 

«« that 
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^^ that rcfufeth all advice is worfe than a beaft ; 
*< he that ftands in need of no counfel is more 
" than a man/' 

" Weak appetites/' continues Guicciardini, 
*• are inticed to take unwholefome meats by the 
*^ favoury reliih which an able Cook knows how 
^^ to give them. So the Politician draws on his 
'' confederates to aflions of danger and difficulty, 
^' by feafoning them with the pleaiant fauce of 
" profit and of intereft : for States are without 
'' natural affe^ions, and do not contrad friend* 
^^ fhips as individuals do, by fympathy of incli- 
^^ nation and fimilitude of manners } it is a par- 
*< ticular advantage that unites than together/* 

*' Nature yields for man's ufe," adds Guicci- 
ardini, " the bud, the flower, and the fruit. If 
•* he chufes to have the flower for his pleafure, 
•* he muft not nip off" the bud. If he wifhes to 
" enjoy the fruit, he muft not crop the flower. 
*' So in the aftions of man, he muft fuffer every 
•* precedent caufe to ripen and have its feafon, 
•* if he would reap the fruit of a defired effeft. 
*' It is, therefore, a well-grounded deliberation in 
*^ States not to fnatch greedily at the flower of a 
** fair appearance, except it certainly bring with 
** it the fruit of profit. So in the undertaking of 
I 2 *' wars. 
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wars, even upon juft caufe, it is wife in a 
State to look to the advantage that may be 
gained by them/* 



« The nature of the Bafililk is to kill all the 
*^ fhrubs and trees upon which it breathes, and to 
" fcorch and bum all the herbs and grafs over 
*' which it paffes : fuch are the effefts of war ; 
^* for though the title be never fo clear, nor the 
*' caufe ever fo juft, yet the means are not without 
*^ fire and fword, nor the end without horror and 
•' bloodflied. Peace, therefore, is ever to be pre- 
" ferred, if it be not obtained at the blemiih of 
" the Prince's honour, or to the prejudice of the 
*' public good." 

Silius Italicus fays, 

■ 'Pax optima rerum 
^ietj homlni nvoijfe datum eft. Pax una triumphis 
Innumeris potior. ■ 

Peace is the greateft bleffmg 
The Gods have in their kindncfs given to Man. 
The wife will ever then prefer a peace 
To Triumphs and to Viftories without number. 

The Emperor Charles the Fifth was extremely 
fond of the company and converfation of this 
acute and eloquent hiftorian. To a Nobleman 
who complained to the Emperor, that while he 

couki 
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could not get a few minutes of audience from 
him, he gave up whole hours to Guicciardini^ 
Charles replied, '^ I can create a hundred Nobles 
** whenever I pleafe, but I cannot make one 
** Guicciardini." 

Guicciardini was in the fervice of that great 
judge and patron of merit Leo X. who gave him 
the Government of Modena. Clement VII. 
gave him the more confiderable Government of 
Bologna. This diftinguiflied fituation was taken 
from him by Paul III. and he retired to Florence, 
where he compofed his celebrated " Hiftory of 
•^ Italy," in which there are thefe excellent ob- 
fervations: 

**- The name of Equality, perfeftly underftood, 
** is one of the moft juft and advantageous things 
<^ to a State. But then this Equality mud be 
•* taken in a geometrical fenfe and proportion. 
** For as in matters of tax and impofition, the 
*^ beft levy is not by the poll, but according tp 
*« every man's ability ; and as in conferring dig- 
** nities and offices, the beft choice is according 
** to every man's fitnefs and fufficiency for the 
*' place ; fo in the deliberation refpe£king mat^ 
*« ters of State, and in the decifion of doubts of 
** the greateft confequence, a perfon of the 
^^ jfoundeft judgment fhould have the greateft . 
13 " weight, 
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" weight, and voices fhould be confidered not by 
♦* their * number, but by their value." 

Guicciardini again obferves, " As he that is a 
*^ friend to. all is a true friend to no one, fo that 
** which has many heads has in reality no head at 
^ all. A multitude is this many-headed monfterf, 

^' which 

♦ Where is this fcntencc ? *« Ommum manihus ret hutnane 
*^ egent: paucorum capita yif^ifin/,— Human affairs require 
•'< the hands of all ; the heads of a few fuffice." Plutarch 
tells us, that when Paulus ^millus joined the Roman army 
in Macedonia, obferving many foldiers talking together, and 
-with great impertinence difcourfing on military matters, he 
gave out in orders, that in future they (hould only have ready- 
hands and (harp fwords, and leave every thing elfe to hi^ 
care and condu&t 

•j- Lycurgus, fays Plutarch in his Sympofion,' eje6^ed 
from the Government of Lacedaemon the arithmetical pro- 
portion, as too popular, and only fit for the Mob ; but fae 
introduced the geometrical proportion, as agreeable to the 
moderate Government of a well-regulated State. The firft 
would have made eveiy one equal in weight and in confe- 
quence ; the other gave to merit that confequence to which 
it is entitled. Lycurgus faid of a Legldator who had in- 
ftituted a form of Government more democratical than hi^ 
own, " Chorus ^us major ejly metis melius concimt ; His cho- 
^* rus is fuller than mine, but there is more harmony in my 
^' chorus; it makes better mufic than his." Being aikeil 
jvhy he did not make the Government of Sparta a Demo- 
cracy, he replied, ** Try the experiment firfl in your own 
f* family." 

'AnacharfiS| 
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^' which has not a head for brains, and moft 
'^ alTuredly nb brains for government. And as 
" in a medicine, if there be not a due proportion 
'* of the fimples in the mixture, there is a mif- 
" chief for a remedy, and not a remedy for the 
" mifchief J foina popular Government, where 
" there is not sfti equal temperature and counter- 
'' poife of the power of the nobility againft the 
" preponderancy of the multitude, there is dit 
*' order, and a way left open to confufion/' 



Lipfius fays of Guicciardini, " Scriptor fuit 
^^ et prudery et peritusy et qui tales, leilores fucs 
*' reddit : — A fagacious and experienced writer, 
^^ who enables his readers tQ becpme like to 
« himfelf;*' 



Anacharfis, being once prefent in the general gflfembly of 
Athens^ exclaimed^ " What a furpriiing thing it is, that in 
** Athens wife men propofe laws, and fools detennin^ upon 
"thenar' 
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POPE PAUL THE FOURTH. 



BEZA 
inade the following lines upon Luther : 

JRoma orbem domust, Romamfibi Papa fuhegit : 

Viribus ilia fuisyfraudihus ijlafuis. 
Quanta tfto major LutheruSy major ?5* illd^ 

Ifium illamque uno qui domuit calamo. 
J nunc Alcidem fnemorato Gracia mendax : 

Luth^ri ad calamum ferrea clava nihil • 

' Home won thp world, the Pope o'er Roihe preTaIPd| 
And one by force, and one by fraud affaiW. 
Greater than each was Luther^s prowefs fliewo> 
Who conquer'd both by one poor pen alone. 
Come on, then, Greece, and tell thy wonted lies. 
Exalt thy fam'd Alcides to the Ikies ; 
Let his heroic deeds thy hiftory fill^ -j 

Mere corporal ftrength muft yield to mental (kill, v 
The hero's club to the Reformer's quill. J 

Beza diftinguiflied himfelf fo very much as an 
prator in favour of the Reformed religion, at the 
celebrated conference of PoiiTy in 1 56 1 , at whicl^ 
were prefent Catherine de Medicis, Charles the 
Ninth, and the King of Navarre, that the Carr 
diiial of Lorraine told him, when he ha^d 

finifhe^ 
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liniflied his harangue, how happy he was to have 
heard him fpeak; and that he hoped the 
Conference which had been then called would 
find no difficulty in coming to fuch an accommo- 
dation as might fettle all the difputes between the 
Catholics and the Proteftants. The Conference, 
however, ended as jnany of the fame kind had 
done before it ; the different parties went away 
inore diffatisfied with each other, if poifible^ th^n 
they were before, 

IBeza, in the latter part of his life, was very 
jnuch haraffed by a continual teakefulnefs in the 
night. This he attempted to alleviate by turning 
into Latin verfe (in which he had a great facility) 
fome pafiages of Scripture, and fome fentiments of 
piety. He had thefe expreffions moll conftantly 
Jn his mouth, from St. Bernard : 

Dofnine tege quodfuity quod erit rege. 

Pomine quod cepifli perfice^ ne in portu naufragium aecidd^ 






FALLOPIUS. 

This great Anatoriiift was one day confulted 
|>y an hypochondriac patient : he heard him calmly 
for fome time, and then exclaimed, from Terence, 

« Otk 
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** Ofio abundas^ Antipbo ;-^Sir, you arc really too 
*' idle/* Of mineral waters drank upon the fpot, 
he faid, that they were an empirical remedy, 
and made more cuckolds than they cured dif- 
€afes« 



COSMO BE MEDICT, 

GaAND DUKE OF FLOREMCC^ 
[[1569—1574.] 

Thi$ Prince, who was fumamed " the Great 
^^ ai»d th0 Invincible," died in 1574. 

One of his favourite maxims was. That a Prince 
is a cypher, unlefs he can unite two powers to- 
gether— th^ force of the fea and of the land ; 
*' which are the fame to a State,'* faid he, 
^* that the two arms are to the body.'* 

He faid laughingly one day, *^ That all the 
^* management of the world, and all the art of 
^* government, was reducible to three points : a 
^^ far€y a diffare^ a dar a intendere-^to do, 
M ^o imdoj and to give hints." 

Being 
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' Bekig folicited to revenge himfelf on fome per- 
fon who had offended him, he nobly replied, that 
it was fully fufficient for a Prince to haye it in 
lus power to revenge himfelft 

. ■ .11.1 , — w» 

COSMO THE SECOND, 

G&AND DUKE OF TtJSCANTr 
[^1609 162I.3 

^* I ONCE,'* fays Dom* Noel d'Argonne,*^ heard 
** a very iwdfe man fay, that the great curfe of all 
^^ thofe perfons who are accuftomed to have every 
^* thing at their command is, that they imagine 
^* they can attempt nothing which has the leaft 
'^ difficulty in it without affefting their health ; 
*' and this is often carried fo far, that in themoft 
*^ common occurrences of life, apprehenfionstmd 
f^ difficulties arife, which, in the minds of perfons 
^* lefs favoured by fortune, could find no place.'* 

" Cofmo the Second, Grand Duke of Tuf- 
^' cany," fays Abbe Amauld, " was very hypo- 
^* chondriacal, and was under the direftion of 
«' his brother Cardinal Giovanni, who for his 
<^ o.wn particular ' intereft put it into his head 

" that 
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^ that his health would fuffer extremely If he 
ever flept with his wife, a very beautiful 
Princefs, and the heirefs of the illuftrious 
Houfe of Urbino. Cofmo was well acquainted 
with her merit, and had a great regard for 
her ; yet apprehenfive of his health, he avoided 
every opportunity of being left alone with her, 
exhibiting a great degree of weaknefs both 
with refped to his love and to bis health ; but 
he was indeed a flaye to the laft^ I have feen 
him walk up and down his room, in which 
there were too immenfe thennometers,on which 
his eyes were continually fixed, and pull o£f 
and put on his nightcaps, (of which he had 
always five or fix in his hand,) according 
to the degree of heat or cold that thofe inflru- 
ments marked* It was a moft ridiculous 
thing to fee. No juggler was ever more adrok 
in' managing his cups and balls, than thi$ 
]P):ince was in changing his nightcaps/' 
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POPE INNOCENT THE TENTH. 

[1644— 1655O 

When this Pope was at Paris as Monfignor 
Pamphili, in the train of the Nuncio from the 
Papal Court to that of France, he went with the 
Nuncio and his fuite to fee the library of a famous 
Colleftor of Books. The Colleftor, who had a 
pretty fharp eye upon what was rare in his CJoI- 
IccHon, foon miffed a fmall fcarce volume on the 
Liberties of the Gallican Church. He taxed the 
Nuncio immediately with having purloined it. 
The Nuncio defended himfelf by faying, that he 
did not much care for a fcarce book ; that he was 
more of a politician than a fcholar ; and that if any 
one in his train had taken the book, it mufl be 
Pamphili, who was a curious and reading man. 
Fortified with this authority, the CoUedtor ac- 
cufed Pamphili, who denied the faft very ftoutly. 
The Colleftor however, by the aid of his fervants, 
and after much fcuffling and buftlmg, threw him 
upon the ground, and took out the little book 
from under his long gown. Amelot de la 
Houffaie, who relates the anecdote, fays, " that 
" the hatred this Pope entertained againft Louis 
** the Thirteenth and the French Nation, very 
'^ probably took its rife from his having been 
** thus roughly treated at Paris/' 
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DAVID TENIERS 

uwis', perhaps, one of the moft exquiiite Colourifb 
that the Art of Painting ever produced : yet one 
has to lament the fubjefts of his pencil, asr in no 
degree worthy of the efforts of it. Louis the 
Fourteenth, who had a view in general to fome- 
tWng great, ufed to fay, when the perfons who 
bought pi£tures for him attempted to introduce 
any of Teniers' into his CoUedtion, in allufion to 
the little miferable human figures with which 
they abound, " ^^on nCote ces magots de devant 
^^ nies yeux —Take away from my fight thofe little 
*^ baboons.'* 

The Author of the ^^ Effay on the Life and 
y Writings of Poufiin'* fays very well, ** The 
" Flemifli School tell us, that they love Nature, 
.** that they copy Nature, and that it is Nature 
" which is to be feen always in their works. 
** Alas ! what fignifies to me a group of twenty 
/^ common heads ? It is a noble chara^er, a 
^^ grand exprefiion that I defire : it is the fineile, 
" the gravity, the majefty of a head that I am 
«« looking after. I do not like to fee the lance 
<' of Achilles in a vulgar lean hand; though 
^< fometimes ilrength, leannefs, and a fmall fize 
•^ meet together. If a Painter is to reprefen^ 
7 " Petrarch 
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^^ Petrarch at the feet of Laura^ I would not have 
^' him make her ugly, though I know flie was fo 
" in reality. Pofterity, which knows nothing of 
'* great men but by their a£Uons that are worthy 
^^ of it, and whofe imagination is animated and 
" exalted in thinking of Scipio, Brutus, and 
" Caefar, is fliocked at feeing them exhibited 
^^ under Flemifii figures; and difgufted, when 
** the Painter gives them the awkwardnefs of 
*^ a heavy Dutch Peafant or Burgomailer of 
« Amfterdam." 

EJfaifur la Vie ei les CEuvres de Foujftru 



POPE INNOCENT THE ELEVENTH 
[1676— 1689.] 

was remarkable for the innocence and the aufte- 
rity of his life. He publifhed an edidl, com- 
manding women to cover their ihoulders, their 
necks, and their arms to the wrift. In his dif- 
putes with Louis the Fourteenth, he fhewed great 
fpirit and firmnefs. He pretended to favour 
James the Second againft William the Third, 
but gave him very little real fupport. 

The 
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The following lines were made on his beha- 
viour upon that occafion : 

La Chevalier de Sillery^ 
En parlant de ce Pape ty^ 
SoubaiUit pour la paix puUiquf, 
^iUfefut rendu Catholique^ 
Et U Roi Jacques Huguenot* 
Comment done trouvez*vous le mot f 
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MAHOMET THE SECOND, 

EMP&ROR OF THS TURKS. 
[1451—1481.3 

This Emperor fpoke Arabic, Perfic, Creek, 
qnd Latin; underftood Geography and Ma« 
themadcs ; and had a general dndure of the 
fciences known in his time. He was brave and 
liberal, and would have been a great Prince, had 
not cruelty and libertinifin flained his charader. 

During the fack of Conftantinople in 1453, ^^^ 
of Mahomet's Baihas brought to him a beautiful 
Greek Princefs, by name Irene. The ferocious 
Conqueror, ftruck with her charms, gave himfelf 
up to the enjoyment of them for three days, 
without the leaft attention to the duties of his 
high fituation. On the fourth the Janizaries 
murmured, and came to the door of the £m« 
peror's tent to remonftrate with him on his 
conduft. Mahomet marched out to them with 
a flow and folemn pace, leading the beautiful 
captive by her hand: then luddenly twilling 
VOL. III. K his 
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his hand in her hair, he drew his fabre, and 
at one blow cuf oflF her head. " Thus," faid 
he fiercely, " your. Emperor treats love/* 



SCANDERBEG. 



The hiftory of this great Plrince exhibits a 
ftriking inftance of the folly of an attempt to in- 
vade and gain poffeffion of a country, however 
fmall, when the inhabitants of it are tnle to fliem- 
felves, are well united, and have good Generals. 
Scanderbeg defended the country of Albania for 
many years againft the whole force of the 
Ottoman Empire under Amurath and JMahomet 
the Second; the latter of whom was glad to 
make a peace with him, which took place in 
1 46 1, after a war of eleven years. 

Scaiiderbeg was a man of great ftrength,^ and 
mowed down whole legions with his fcymetar. 
When peace was concluded between him and 
Mahomet, the Turkifli Emperor requefted him, 
as a favour, to fend him his fcymetar. With this 
defire Scanderbeg complied. The Emperor foon 
returned the inftrument, which had done fo 
much execution in the hands of the Albanian 
hero J adding, " that though he had fent him his 

" fcymetar. 
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" fcymfetar, he had not fent him the arm which 
« wielded it/' 

Mahomet, on hearing of the death of Scan* 
derbeg, exclaimed in a tranfport of joy, " What 
«« can now prevent me from completing the 
** deftruftion^of the Chriftians? They have 
^ loft their fword and their Ihield." 



KJNG HU 

EMPEROR OF CHINA. 
[ 1 661 — 1724.] 

Kang Hi was one of the moft illuftrious 
Princes that ever fat upon the throne of China. 
To great talents and a comprehenfive underftand- 
ing, he added the graces of virtue and of piety, 
and from his earlieft life exhibited that ardour of 
mind fo well fuited to the difficult tafe of govern- 
ing. He came to the Crown in i66i, and died 
in 1724. 

When the Emperor Cham-Chi, his father, was 
on his death-bed, he affembled his children toge- 
ther to fix upon a fucceffor to his kingdom. On 
K 2 * afking 
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diking bis eldeft fon if he ihould like tol)e Em* 
peror, the latter anfwered, that he was too weak 
to fupport fo great a burden. The fecond made 
nearly the fame anfwer. But when he put the 
queftion to young Kang Hi, who was not quite 
fevcn yeari old, he replied^ " Give me the 
** Empire to govern, and we fliall fee how I 
" fhali acquit myfelf/' The Emperor was 
much pleafed with this bold and fimple anfwer. 
•* He is a boy of courage," faid Cham-Chi : 
*♦ Let him be Emperor." 

The pomp and the bufmefs of the throne did 
not interrupt the labours of Kang Hi. He ufed 
to tell his children, by way of making them ftudy, 
** I came to the throne at the age of eight years* 
^ Tcbing and Lin, my two Minifters, were my 
** mafters, and they made me apply myfelf 
•* inceflantly to the ftudy of The King and the 
•* Annals of the Empire. Afterwards they taught 
** me eloquence and poetry. At feventeen years 
" of age my paffion for books made me get up 
** before day-break, and fit up very late in the 
** night. I applied my mind fo much, that my 
** heakh fuffered by it j but my fpherc of know- 
" ledge was enlarged, and a great Empire cannot 
•• be well governed unlefs the Monarch has a 
•* great fhare of knowledge.'* 

9 ' Some 
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Some one repreienting to this Prince, who was 
4efcended from the Tartar Kings that had con- 
quered China, that it was rather extraordinary he 
fliould entruft the care of his perfon to tome 
Chinefe Eunuchs ; he replied, " I fear the Tien 
" too much to be afraid of Eunuchs ; befide, 
** the Eunuchs make me watch ftridly over 
« myfcif/* 

A fliort time before he died, he fent for the 
ftinces his fons, and thus addreffed them : " I 
** have diligently ftudied hiftory, and I have made 
•• my refleftions upon every thing that has hap- 
*• pened in my reign. I have obferved, that all 
•^ thofe who are defirous to do mifchief to others 
** died miferably ; that thofe who had no feeling, 
" met with perfons more cruel than themfelves; 
** and that even foldiers who were fanguinary 
" without neceffity, did not die a natural death. 
" The Tien revenges one man by another, and he 
«' often makes him that has prepared the poifon 
" drink it himfelf. £ am now feventy-two years 
" of age ; I have feen the fourth, and even the 
** fifth generations of many families. I have 
" conftantly obferved happinefs, peace, and 
« weakh, perpetuate themfelves in thofe fami- 
«< lies who love vihuc. Pbverty, calamity, reverfe 
<< of fortune^ and a thoufand.accidents have before 
^* my own ey^s precipitated in^o mifery, or de- 
K 3 *♦ ftroyed. 
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" ftroyed, thofe families that had enriched them- 
" felves by injuftice, and who were prone to 
'^ revenge, and delivered up to diforder. I have 
" concluded then from all that I have feen, that 
" tne courfe of events is juft. Thofe who afl: 
" uprightly gather the pleafant fruits of their 
" good conduft, and thofe who aft vicioufly re^ 
" ceive their puniftiment even in this world." 

His penetration of mind, his great knowledge, 
the majefty of his appearance, his bravery, his 
'.magnificence, his indefatigable application to the 
bufinefs of his kingdom, procured Kang Hi from 
his fubjefts the glorious appellation of " the 
" Father, and Mother of his people/' 



SIGISMUND, 

EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 
[141 I— 1438.] 

" This Prince," fays Brotier, " was a man 
" of fenfe, of noblenefs of mind, and of talents. 
" It was under his reign, and under his aufpices, 
" that the firft dawnings of politics, of fciences, 
" and of arts, began to appear in Europe." 

Being' one day aflced who was the fitteft per- 
fon to govern a kingdom, he replied, " The Prince 

" whom 
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« whom neither profperity can inflate, nor adver- 
** fity deprefs/' 

Having been alked by the Prince Palatine, 
why, inltead of putting his enemies to death when 
he had them in his power, he treated them kind- 
ly, and loaded them with favours as if they had 
been his friends : " Thofe enemies that are dead,*' 
replied he, ^ can do no more hurt. You have 
•* reafon to fay that living enemies ought to 
*' be deftroyed *. This is precifely what I do : 
" when I load them with favours, I deftroy the 
** enemy, and create a friend." 



JOHN HUSS, 



L'Enfant, in his Hiftory of the Council of 
Conftance, has preferved fome Latin lines of this 
venerable Reformer, taken from one of his fer- 
mons upon the certainty of death : 

Mors e/l ventwroy quidfiet de prap9/iiura ? 
Mors eji ventura, qua diffipabit beneficia plura. 
Mors efi Ventura^ qua caput quattet Isf tua crura. 
Mors eft veritura^ nonfac quafcts nocttura. 
Mors eft ventura, quam non excutiet isf Papatura, 

* The learned Abb6, however, appears to forget that 
'Sigifmundy at the Council of Conftance, permitted John 
Hufs to be bumty in fpite of the fafe-condu6^ which he 
had granted hzm« 

K 4 Death 
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Death is at hand, the bane of e?ery jof. 

That (ball each human dignity deftroy \ 

The crown and mitre in one fatal hour 

Muft yield to Death's inexorable power* 

Before its ruthlefs ftroke, the lot of aif, 

Beauty and Strength^ and Learning's fiplf mttft fall. 

Death is at hand, and Judgment fwift purfues s 

Be Tirtuout, and to Heaven dired thy Tiew»; 

For know, ihe facred Diadem of Rome 

In vain iball try to ward the impending doom. 

Many articles of .accufation were brought 
againft John Hufs in the Council of Conftai^ce } 
to all of which he was ordered to anfwer at oQce« 
He remonftrated, that it would be impoffible for 
him to remember every acculation, and much 
more fo to anfwer them all together. He waa 
ordered to be iileaced immediately, by the oflUqers 
who attended* He then lifted up his hapds to 
Heaven, and begged the Prelates to let him 
juftify himfelf in his own manner j " after which,'* 
faid he, '* you may do with me as you pleale/' 
But the Prelates perfifting in their refiifal, he fell 
upon his knees, and lifting up hi$ hands and eye^ 
to Heaven, recommended his caufe to the Sove- 
reign Judge of the world, in a prayer which he 
pronounced with a loud voice. 

This intrepid Reformer was executed, in vio. 
lation of the faft-conduft which the Emperor 

IKgifiiiun4 



Slgfimuiid "* had given him. The Emperor 
Charles the Fifth behaved more nobly on a fimi« 
lar occafion than his predeceflbr. He was re» 
quefted by Eccius, and fome others to feiza 
upcm the perfon of Martin Luther, to whom 
be had likewife given a fafe-condu£t to attend 
the Diet at Worms. Charles refiifed, and gave 
u a reafon, that he would not refemUe Sigifmmid, 
vho, when he had done what they had defired him 
to do, could never afterwards bear to look a man 
in the face« 

The Council of Conftance paffed a decree in 
the feme year in which John Hufs was burned 
( 1 41 5), to declare that every fafe-^ndu£): granted 
by the Emperor, Kings, &c* to heretics, or to 
perfons accufed of herefy, in hopes of reclaiming 
them, ought not to be of any prejudice to the 
Catholic faith, nor to the ecclefiaftical jur^dic- 
tion, nor prevent fuch pevibas ft*om being ex- 
vnined, judged, andpuniihed, (according as juf« 
tice ihall require,) if thefe heretics reftife to 
revoke their errors, even though they ihould be 
pnived at the place where they are to be judged 
only upon the faith of the fafe-condud, without 

* This violation of faith in Sigifmund appears the more 
extraordinary, as one of his favourite maxims was, That 
^hpever pardons an enemy, lofei his enemy and procures a 
{nen4« Sec the frecefi^g Jirtick* 

which 
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which they would not have come there: and 
the perfon who fliall have promifed them this 
fecurity, flialL not in this cafe be obliged to keep 
his promife, by whatfoever tie he may be. en- 
gaged, becaufe he has done all that is in his power 
to do. 

Another decree was likewife pafTed in the fame 
Council, which is, according to L'Enfant, not 
in the printed Ads, but in MS. in the Imperial 
Library at Vienna, which declares that the Em- 
peror did with regard to John Hufs, what he 
might and ought to have done notwithftanding 
his fafe-condu£l given to him, and forbids all the 
faithful to fpeak ill either of the Emperor or 
of the Council refpefting what paffed relaflvc 
to John Hufs* 

A prophecy of Hufs is recorded, which he pro- 
nounced to his barbarous judges : " You are 
" now going to roaft a Goofe {Hus being 
^' German for a goofe) ; but in a hundred years 
" a Swan (Luther in the fame language fignify- 
" ing a Swan) will come whom you fhall not be 
« able to deftroy-" 
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MAXIMILIAN THE-FIRST, 

EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 
[1493— 1519.] 

Maximilian failed in general in all his projeds 
for want of money. This procured him the title 
of « Pocodenario^'* or Lack-money. 

Amongft his other projefts, this Emperor had 
that of becoming Pope. The following letter to 
his daughter, the Archduchefs of Flanders, pre- 
ferred by Godefroi, will fhew upon what good 
grounds his projeft refted : 

<* TRES CHIERB & TRES AMEE FVLLE, Sept. l8» I512. 

** Je entendu Pavis que vous m'avez donne 
** par Guyllain Kngun, noftre garderobes vyefs, 
^' dont avons encore mius penfe defus. 

" Et ne trouvons point pour nuUe refun bon, 
*' que nous nous devons franchement marier, 
<^ maes avons plus avant mys jiotre deliberation 
'* & volonte de james plus hanter faem nue. 

" Et envoyons dcmain Monf. de Gurce 

: " £ve{que a Rome ^evqrs le Pape pour trouver 

." fachon.quiBJious puyipn? aijcorder avec ly de 

• ' " nous 
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" nous prenre pour ung coadjuteur, afin que 
** aprcs fa mort pouruns eftre affufe de avocr le 
*♦ Papat & devenir Preftre & eftre Saint & que yl 
^^ V0U8 fera de neceffit^ que apres ma mort vous 
^ feres contraint de m'adorer , dont je me trouver€ 
** bleu gloryoes. 

^ Je envoye fur ce ung pofte devers le Roi 
" d' Arragon, pour hf prier quy noud vouUe ayder 
*« pour a ce parvenir dont yl eft auffi content 
" moynant que je refingue I'Empire ^ noftrc 
^' commun fyls Charl, de fela aufli je me fui3 
•* content^, 

^' Je commence auffi praflket ted Cardinaux 
** dont ijc. ou Kjc. mylle ducats me ferunt ung 
** grand fervice avcque la partialite qui eft intet 
« co$. 

** Fact de la main de voftrc boa Pere MaxI^ 
^« milianus, futur Pape, le xviit jour dc Sep-p 
« tembre/' 

Maximilian was a Scholar and a Poet* He left 
behind him in MS. a volume of Poems, andibme 
Memoirs of his Own Life. The latter are to be 
found in a fcarce German book, of which there is 
a copy in the College library of Maiicbefter. It 
is intitled, " The Wonderful Advpntores and 

♦* Peerlefs 
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" Peerlefs Exploits of the Noble Knight Sir 
•* Tewrdammafc" It was printed at Nuremberg 
in 151 7, and contains, in German verfe, an ac- 
count of his various adventures, which conclude 
with his marriage with Mary of Brabant, It is 
divided into a great number of Cantos, each ci 
which is adorned with an Engraving from a brafs 
plate, remarkably well defigned ; and mod pro- 
bably by that great Artift Albert Durer» to 
whom Maximilian was a very generous and a 
very fteady patron. 

His hatred to the French Nation was fo great 
tliat he always carried about with him a book, 
which he called his Livre Rouge, or Red Book, 
in which were infcribed the injuries he had re-^ 
ceived from that formidable Nation. The found- 
ation of the Houfe of Auftria was laid by this 
Emperor when he married the Heirefs of the 
Houfe of Burgundy. His fon Philip married the 
Heirefs of the Spanifh Monarchy. This occa- 
fioned the following diftich : 

Sella geruni aliiy ttifelix Aujiria nuhas ; 
Nam quit Mars a/iis, dat tibi regna Venus. 

Auftria, dire wars whilft other Monarchs wage, 
. *Thc gentler toils of marriage thee engage; 
States which for them Mars wrefts with iron hand^ 
Venus prefents to thee With dalliance bland. 
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Luther in his " Table-Talk" fays, « The- 
« famous Albert Durer declared that he took no* 
" delight in thofe piftures that were painted 
" with many colours.'* " Even fo," adds Rofier, 
^ I take delight in thofe fermons that are plain 
" and fimple, fo that they may be underftood 
** by the common man." " No name in paint- 
" ing/* fays Wagenfeil, " is more illuftrious 
" thian that of Albert Durer, whofe merit in 
** his jurt prevailed upon fome Italians to put his 
" name under their works that they might fell 
** better. It is certain, that Michael AngeloT 
^ burnt or broke in pieces as many of Durer^s ] 
*' piftures and bronzes as he could poffibly layj 
*^ his hands upon." Durer*s celebrated " Me- 
" lancholy" had perhaps made him jealous of 
that great Artifl. 

" It Ihould be obferved to Durer's honour," 
fays Dr. Jortin in his Life of Erafmus, " that he 
" never once proftituted his art by employing it 
" upon obfcene fubjefts." 

The Emperor Maximilian was extremely fond 
of Albert Durer, and aiGgned him a coat of 
arms in honour of his ikill in his art. He faid 

one 
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one day to .a Nobleman who had complained of 
a difpute he had with thi^ great Painter, '^ I can 
<( very eafily make a peafant a Nobleman, but I 
^^ canaot with all my power change an ignorant 
^f man into a man of genius and knowledge like 
« Albert Durer." 

The following obfervations on Albert Durer 
were commmiicated to the Compiler by Mr. 
FusELi, a man of fuch varied and extenfive 
talents, that his pen appears animated with the 
&me fertility of imagination, and the fame power 
of defcription that infpire his pencil*. 

" The indifcriminate ufe of the words Genius 
V and Ingenuity has perhaps nowhere caufed 
«* more confufion than in the clafEfication of Ar- 
•* tifts. Albert Durer was a man of great inge- 
" nuity without being a genius. He ftudied, and, 
*' as far as his penetration reached, eftablilhed 
*• certain proportions of the human frame, but he 
" did not create a ftyle. He copied rather than 
" imitated the forms that furrounded him, and 
** without remorfe tacked deformity and meagre- 

* The Lovers of the Arts will hear with pleafure that 
Mr. FusELi is at prefent engaged in writing the Lives of the 
Painters ; a work for which hla profound knowledge of his 
Art, his elegant literature, and his comprchenfive fcope of 
ndndf peculiarl)r qualify him. 

« nefs 
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f^ ne& to futfaie& ^ad beautjr^ He htMiki» haj^ 
^f^ a gfimpfe of .tbe:£d)fimo, iMit it wa» oitty a 

V glimpfe* The expanded agony of Ghiift'on 
<f.d» Mount of Olives, and the myftkr mafa 
f^. ^ Jiis figure of Melancholy, have xAudi ibbu 
<< liniity, though, the expreffidn 4)£ the laft i^ 
" weakened by the rubbifh he has thrown about 
«< her» His Knight attended by Death and the 
«* Fiend, is more capricious than terrible; and 
'^ his Adam and Eve are two common models 
" fiiut up in a rocky dungeon. JEvcty work of 
^ his is a proof that he waited the power of 
" imitation, of concluding from what he faw 10 
" what he did. not fee. Copious without tafte, 
*\ anxioufly predfe in parts, and unmindful of 
^< the whole, he has rather fhewn us what to 
" avoid than what we are to follow. Though 
«* called the Father of the German School, he 
" neither reared fcholars, nor was imitated -by- 
" the German Artifta of his. or the fucceeding 
•« Century. That the importation of his Works 
" into Italy ihould have cffedted a temporary. 
« change in the principles of fome Tufcans who. 
" had ftudied Michael Angelo, is a feft which. 
•* proves that minds at certain periods may be 
" fubjeft to epidemic influence as well as bodies, 
*« That Michael Angelo, when a boy, copied 

V with a pen Michel Wolgfm.uth's print of the 
<^ Temptation of St. Antony, and bought fifh in 

*^thc 



^ die matltet to colotir^ tlie Devfls, may be 
" bdietred*} but it requires the credulitj of 
«< Wageafdl to fuppofe AztBe could want any 
<c thing of iUbeit barer when be was a man. 
<< The legend contradids itielfj Sar who ever 
^^ before heard oftbebionzes of Albert Durer?*^ 
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was' a man of great learning, and a Monk of 
Augfburgh. He was drawn out of his Convent 
by the reformation of religion in Germany by 
Luther; and like his mader, though a Prieft, 
married a very beautiful young woman. This 
made Erafmus write archly to him : *^ So ! you 
^^ have married a young woman, mod probably 
•« for the fake of mortifying the flefli. It is an 
^* extremely abfurd thing to call Lutheranifm a 
*• tragical bufinefs. With refpeft to myfelf, I 
** think that there is nothing more comic j for 
** the denouement of the piece is always a mar- 
*^ riage, and the whole bufmefs finilhes in getting 
*^ married, as in Comedies." 

* It is afierted by his difciple and admirer Afcanio 
CondiYi* in his Life of tba^ paX man, dedicated to his 
PtitroD Pope PttI III. 

VOL. jaa. X CEco- 
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£pints^ a|(ul wzs the priaas^4^erof the i(£i 
^rnution in Svitsscrianil^ . He k WriecLi]i;tIie 
^^tbedial pf B^ with tbi& iaicriplioB : . ) 
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. Acdebratcd French ,Wfit^r>ysi tha* the.Hfc 
formation took place in England^ fxcp. lovey i» 
France^ frojn novelty ; and in Germany, frpm 
mtereft. In the laft country, ^he Nobility^ being 
poor, were anxious to poffefs themfelve$ of 
the riches of the Monafleries and the eftates oC^ 
the Abbeys, This indeed they eflfefte^ with 
great avarice and. raping j yet it doe;s not appear, 
that cither the German Princes or Lords became 
rich, in confequence of their founder. •* Expew 
" riencc/* faid Luther hirafelf, " teaches us, that' 
" thofe who have appropriated to themfelves the 
" weahh of the Ecclefiaftics, found in them no-» 
^ thing but an additional fource of indigence and 
^ of dillrefs. Cmprobat experientia eos qui ad fa 
" bona ecckfiajlica traxcrunt ob ea tandem depau^ 
" per art <^ mcndicos Jieri.^^ The Reformer, 
miotes the words of a Counfellor of the Eleftor of^ 
Saxony, wtfoTcivs, " Nosl^obilcs ojpes C(£ndtiqrUnii 

''ad 



*♦ ad. nor. traximus : Opes no/irBs Eque/fres (>pes 
•* <omederum ei conjim^firunt hit XMoHaks ; td 
*,* wque Canohiahs neque £que/hes anrplius bd^ 
" beamttt^Vfjt Nobles hivft added to our Baro^ 
«« nial property that which belonged to the Con- 
" vents. Yet by fome means or other this pro- 
^* petty of the GoBVeAts has devoured and eon- 
^ fumied our Baromal pr&peHy, fo that at pre- 
•* feat we no longer poflefs the property of either 
** one or the other." He concludes by the fkble 
of the Eagle, ^* who llealmg froni the Xltar of 
^'Jupiter' a Aictiflfce' which was placed upon it, 

* took with it into his fteft a burning coal which 
^ fct fire to it. This may indeed be eafily ac- 

* counted for : They in general who comd into 
^ po&fiibn of wealth to which they are not en- 
*■ titled, are proftife and carelefs ; and become, 
^" perhaps, really pobret than they were before 
•*' Aisunexpefted acc^iSbrt of proi5erty, and verify 

* <hc celebrated Latin adage, Mal^ porta mall 
^ Skbuntur. The rapacious Courtiers, the 
**^ feithlefs and dllhoneft Adminiftrators, and the 
*' Princes to whofe paffions they made them- 
" felves fubfervient, like the Harpies in the fable, 
•* deftroyed that very wealth they were fo anxious 
^ to obtain, and appeared to have their wants 
^ excited in proportion to their rapine and de- 
^* Taftatiob^ which, like an immenfe gulph, fwal« 
<' bwed up wbatevisr was placed near them/' 

L 9 
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CHARLES THE FIFTH, ' 

, . ... S.NUPBM>K OF GULMAHY. 
' [1519—1558.3 

., « A MATTER of o^e^jw:^,", fays PHttmlumi, 
*' fell ouV. between <theJEn^pc§rpr.fiii4aaAn^ 
" fadw of King Henry the E^hth, Mf^VW IcQuld 
'^ name, but will not, fpr the great ^i^piniqtbJhe 
^' worlde bad of his wifdom.a^d fu£&pi^nc)[ inthat 
" behsdfe, for mifufing of a tpnne# ^.Tbfe King, 
" in the m^^tter of contj-oYerfie .betwpct hiin and 
'^ Ladie Catherine of Caftile the Empisroti's^unt, 
'< found himfelf grieved ^at the Empgror fhould 
^\ take her part, ^d worke underhande.^tb the 
" Pope to hinder the divQfc^mid^y/^ hJ^^Am- 
<' baiiadQr coQupiiTion in good ^jrpiesi to open 
" his griefes to the Emperor, and to ezpoftudatet 
" with his Majeftie, for that he feemed to forget 
<J the King'sgreat kindneflfeand friendfliip before- 
'/ ^mes ufed with the Emperor^ ^ well by dif- 
" burfing for him great fummes of moni^^ which 
" were not yet all repaid, as.alfo by furnilhinjf 
_« him at his neede with ftorc of men and muni- 
" tions to his warres j and now to be thus ufed, 
V he thought it a vpry evil, requital. The ^jdo^ 
" baffadbr, for top much animofitie, ^and xmte 
'" than needed in the cafe, or perchance by 

^^ ignorance 
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^ Ignorance of the proprietie of the Spabiiih 
*^ tongue, told the Emperor amongft other ^ordsy 
^* that he was hamir^ el nun ingratc en el nwnde, 
** the mgrateft pcrfon in tlie world to ufe his 
'^ mafter fo. The Emperor took him fuddainlie 
•* with the word, and fiiid, * Called thou me m- 
'* gratot I tell thee, learn better termes, or elfe 
« i will teach them thee/ The Ambaflador 
•* ^xctifed it by hfe commiflidn, and faid they 
*^ Were the titig his Matter's words, and not his 
^ own. ^Nay,' qtic*h the Emperor, • thy Mafter 
^ durft not have lent thofe words, were it not for 
*** that broad <!Btch between him and me, (meaning 
« the fea, adds^ Ptlttenham,) w^hich it is hard to 
^ paffe \^h an army 6f revenge/ the Am« 
•* hi^dat wis commanded away, and was no 
<^ 'ihore heard by the Emperor, till, by fome other 
*' iheans, afterwards, the grief was either pacified 
^ of forgotten.** 

When he was in France in 1539, he was re- 
ceived in the country-feat belonging to the illiif- 
trtous femily of La Rochefoucault. On quitting 
it he faid, " That he had never feien a houfe 
^ which gave more evident marks of the great 
♦* Virtue, of the poUtcnefs, and of the nobility of 
^ its poffefTors, than the Chateau de la Roche* 
^< foucault/* 

' - ^ L 3 The 



IJO .CMAELXS THE FIFTH* 

The anftexed PrInt pf this Chateau, thus 
forcibly defciibed, is taken from an antient Etch* 
ing of bnAEL Sylvestre. 

In Sir Richard Moryfon's Difpatch to thp 
Lords of the Council from Spires, dated Odobcf 
27, 1552, he thus defcribes the audience he ha^ 
of the Emperor Charles the Fifth : 

*^ I found the Emperor at a bare tabk, without 
** a carpet or any thing elfe upon it, iaving his 
^^ ck^, his brufh, his fpe£tacles, and his pick- 
^^ tooth. At my coming in, I offered to ftand 
^' upon that fide of his Majefty which was next 
*< to the d^or ; but it being on his left hand, he 
'' willed me to go almoft round the table, that I 
" might ftand on his right fide, perh^s for that 
** he heareth better on one fide than on the others 
^* but as I took it, he did: It to honour the King 
*« my mafter. Here, after the delivery of the 
•' King's Highnefs*s letters, which his Majefty 
" received very gently, putting his hand to his 
'< bonnet, and uncoyerin]^ the better paft of his 
" head, I did affure myfelf with as good a coun* 
^' tenance as I could, and wiih as good words as 
<^ my wit would ferve me to devife, (in the riding 
«* almoft of twenty EnglUh miles,) to fliew the 
«( gladnefs of the Kiqg my mafter, for that his' 
•« Majefty, in To long and painful a journey, eiti^er 
^^ Jhad his health continually^ or waS| by being 

♦* fome- 
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^ fometime indifpofed, foon brought to perfefter 
*' health. I did lay befides much moitt^ there 
^ could be fewe that did more rqoice at hit 
<' Majeily's fo honourable and fortunate ap- 
^ proachmg towards the Low Countries, thaa 
^' did the King my mailer^ who did repute all 
^' his Majefty's good fucceflea to be as hia own^ 
*' and as glad as of any that could happen t« 
^* himfelf ; be&eching his Majefty to bdieve me 
'^ in this I added nothing of my own, but faith- 
^^ fiilly did fay in Italian, word for word^ that 
** the King's Majefty had appointed me in 
'< £ngli(h ; and faid the King's Majefty, "even in; 
<^ thefe years, did contend with his noble father 
** either in loving the Low Countries df Flanders, 
<^ or in defire to (hew pleafure to his Majefty, 
^^ Lord of them. He did not fuffer me to go 
^ on, but with the leaft paufe that I co\dd mriie,' 
^^ he did utter unto me in gentle words, that he' 
^< took the ICing his good brother's fetter in very' 
*^ thankful part, and took his falutations, andT 
^^ fendbg of me to him with fuch a friendly mef* 
^^ &ge, as they did right well deferve; faying as 
*^ well as he coukl, (for he was newly rid of-his* 
^ gout and fever, and therefore his nether lip was 
^^ in two places broken out, and he forced to keep 
*^ a.gree]iieaf withm his mouth, at his tongue's^ 
^^ end ; a remedy, as I took it, againft fiick his' 
^ dryada as in his talk did iacreaie tqpon him,)* 
I. 4 • ••he 



^' he naither had nor ooyld iofgtt the Kinged 
</ Majefty'ftlove,atfandrytifaesihei«nuiitb 
^ nor decehre that truft ia ^svhidi athbdcath 
<« he did. put bim^ ifi recommending mifeo ins 
^^ truft the King hk fon» He i^ould act ferget 
^ . tbtfaouty that fo many ywrg had hfted bcrwten 
*^ the i^aim oi Engtimd andthe.houfe of JEhn*- 
^l gundy*: iU truArd tiie Kkg his goodfaro-'^ 
^^ ther hadt. ia thde M%^ ymaxg* yeara^ fiimfad 
^< frjendlhip* stfi^.np hnrt at his 'hooid, and dtat 
^ )]^ had.Xeen a (tefire4.ift..hiKB» perpetn^ ta 
^^ prelerre thia antient amity ; ufing thia Stsi^ 
^^ tence, That old amities ^hich had been long 
*'; tr^) .aod .wete fovnd good; are ti^he »«dc 
«^much a^ and this ;h«:ir>k& a little lo«4er 
«< thax^%d}dth«nift,.»s4mighinde«dh«.wn«ld 
^' haye nie think that jbe dideaoKftly meaa »Efaat 
<< he (ajd» Ai^ yet hath he a &ce that is as un- 
^. ^afo»t to 4ifctefe.a5y.hi4>tffitfiUkAof. his bout 
*c ^ ^y §f^ thtf I iOKer.jmk withal ia.myiUfe^ 
«< jEDnth(ire^.att.wU(ei(oloiiis^ivfaichi^ 
•^ likeinfdbMl aifc vom.ia^^eikers.tpbriQg.mniaar 
M certain wcgrd how his, erfuld^ia liked cur dift^ 
^ }ik«d9 have no place in h<s eoontcnaaci ; his 
'^ ey^cmly do bewray aa swch aa can facykhed 
<f jint^of hivu H«^«iaJ»th^aatie oft. think ef6ak>- 
/< Horn's iaying>iifaiwa ifin^ lieeBrAdmfi 
'\ 0JKJai^f kfari is tmf0ar§Mh. Tfaeieis in hsm 
«• rimf#L^^iH tlair f|ulit<ii Iw Pah i ^^^»5«fl"<^ ?* 
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^r aiid that at tfus liine, by rarfbn of ha I 
<^ the dteenrft of hb Iqs and Us ttoboiiftcMMd 
*< foftnc& in fpeakmg, dkl but £» uttsrdiingt to 
^< he mik underftood, Jvitboat great caM to be 
*^ givea to his woi^, and yet he did fo die h& 
<^ e|«8> ib move his head, and otderUs coq&p 
«' te&ance, as I might welt peroehre his great 
<< ikfite was^ that I ihouid thbk all a good 
«^ deal better meaot than he could ^>eak it; 
^c.and as I dnre on ia weighty a matter I do 
<* fuvdy think, he meant the moft of whathe 

TUs Prince bSA one da^ to th« Blai^ 
d^Aftcirga, '' My iiobillty and niy gt^ac^ msk 
«< ptimder mt, my^aeft of iettxM inftrud me, 
^^ and my merdbonts enrich me.^ 

BAag cMjpaoUated by oaci of his Mhififhirs 
oa his vidoiyi'at Paviaj aid on haffing talsea 
FraDcisthrFU)^!]M-ilbner!^ faeveplidl, '^Chr^. 
«^ ians ought only Wtqoice WH the viftories they 
^* gain orer Infidels.^ 

Charles finmnotaed fafo'Oaitfellors, to adVile 
witti them refpefting hia treatment of his Royal 
Ptifoner. ThefiiflM^ofOimaioldhiffSover^^n, 
^^^ &rty you (hould trtot your iUaitri^ns. Capdye 
*^ as if he were yom: brother and your friend ! 

*« You 
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.^Xou fioiild give Mm hi& Vbextyy wdiout 
^* nmeaiflg any other coxiditicm to ittlian that 
^* qf hfabeeiuniAgyour AJty/' Charles did iiot» 
iaymtter^ foUow^ the couiffel ef this watthy Pre- 
late, hut treated Srands rather a$ a Corfair would 
have, treated bis ilave» tbaa as oaeKiag fliould 
treat another, 

. He undertook his expeditbn;agaiiift A%iers 
m of^ofitkn to the adldce of Andrea C^oria; 
who attgurmgi^ao: good^&DifipJc, diher ta^^tfae 
Pkince or to iusldngdmn^ Charles^ m afaftner to 
Doria, replied, ^^ You ought to be fatisfied with 
** a life of feveaty-tvo years : I ought to be fa- 
^^ tisfied with having been Enlperor two^and^ 
^ twOTty yeart : Come, then^ if we muft die, 
<^ let us die/* ^ 

Re ufcd'tt* call a PrtAce^s' Mhiifters h& f^a-^ 
des : " Yet/* added he, " after all, the beft way 
-^ h for a Prifice to have good eyes of his own, 
^ and to be able to do without them/' 

Charles ufed to fey of languages, ** Jutant de 
" ta^gufs ptmf^cnty autant defni on efi homme*^ 
lie had fo Ettle faith m Hiftorians, that when he 
Jiad occafion to fend fot Slcidan's Hiftory, he 
^tSi to fxfy •• Bring me my liar." 

A Spanifli 
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ASptbUk Officer requeiUngpernyffiDn to take 
t^ the body of Ludicr^ and bunt it m that of an 
iierede ; Charles replied^ ^^ Let it rcmahi quiet 
^< :ti& the hft day» and the final judgment of all 
« thills/' He ufed to fey, that if the Clergy 
had been prudem, Luther bad> never difturbed 
them. 

The perfon and manners of (Siarles are din^ 
defbthed m the t«ry cuiiona aocomt of the 
Embafiy of the iHuftriou^ Admiral :de.Colign)^ 
(hxn'iJie King at Fiance (Henry the Second) to 
therfimperor^ in 1556 : 

« Cojigni leaves Piari$ with an imm^e mm 
<« oC Freffcbmen of ,ranic.^9i^d of cpniequenoe> 
** each having a large chain of gold round hh 
'* neck, making together with their attendants a 
<c comfany of a tt»oufan]ibQrieoiw« Tb^y arrbre 
«* at BrujBSelfi on L^y-igr :^5^, and the ncart; 
y morning they quit.th^r feverid lodgkijgs, and 
•« mufter theinfelv$s in. the, great court, before 
^' the palace that was aiSigned for the place of 
" refidence of Colfgny. . ,. , 

,•« Whilft the Admiral,'' fay« the relate, wha 
was aFrenchman,^/^ wa$fuii£hing|u8.difpatchei» 
** the French, (whofe di^fuions, liket(iecourie 
^ of the Heavens, are in perpetual motion,) not 



Ij6 CHARLES THZ.XIFTR^ 

^ being able to^\fa& without doing fonuKhbig, 
« begui to -pbiy at leap-frog j which fome of the 
<< Ffemifli Gentlemen obfetving, and (fainkhig it 
♦' good fport, they did the fame ; but out people 
<^ beat them all to nodiing at it, becade it 
** beings onlf to lie French to do diings with 
** a good grace— arr // n^appartient qu^aux R-an* 
*' ^As-feiAs^ie fcnre les chofes de bonne grace* 

*** Abbot an hour afterwards, the Admiral 
^' proceeded to the Royal Pklace, the apartmibnts 
•^ of whidi were decorated in a mamier worthy 
♦* of fo great a Prince as the Emperor; "Btit we 
*•' obferved one circumftance completely '-uxi* 
*' worthy of the generofity of an Emperor. 
^ The great h^U of the Palace adjoining to 'the 
••^ Chapel was* hung with very beiautiful tapcftry, 
^ Tq>refenting the Captivity of bxHr'lateUhiftfious 
^ Sotereign Francis the Firft before ftivia. Our 
•' people wete much difpleafi^d at this mark of 
*' contempt put upon our Nddon, for an accident 
•^ that happened rather from the wiH of 'the 
^ gr^at God of Battles, than from any partlcfalar 
« merit in the Viftor. This was noticed by 
« M. Brufquet, the buffoon of the Court of 
" France, wh6 attended the Admiral on his 
•^'Embaffy, and who was refolved to be eVen 
« with the King of Spain (Philip the Second^ 
« at his Couit, for this ihfolent and impertinent 

" beha* 



V b^ariour to^iwds hii Natjon, t &> ihe next 
^ 4^7^ wbw Mafs was celebrated in the Cfaapel 
*^ of the Pajace by the Biihop of Ari^ad, at 
^ whkh the Emperor aiid his Court affift^d, as 
<' we}l as the Admiral and hk Aute, the Mafs 
" Ov«r, M the inftant Aat the King of Spain ap- 

V .proai^d the JUtartp fwear to^ha obfenrance 
*^ of the treaty concluded, between hipdfelf and 
^ the King of France, Brafquet and his valet 
^^,aied coit ndth a lood Toice, Largsfii/ Lar- 

V f^l and each of them hawing a large fack 
^« Qi^.Ete&ch^rownSj^ threw them amongft the 
^' people. The King, in aftonifliment that the 
** French fliould venture to make Largtffis in hk 
^ pfdf^nce, turned to^vai^ Ae Admiral, who 
^f\Mff(smz% little of the matter as himfelf. At 
S^laft he.difcovered Bruiquet and his yalett^who 
.? ivae playing the laree, \irbom he fliewcd to 
/.f I «he£iag« Philqp, on feeing the coni^^on it 

V occatooed, (Men and Women, JLords and 
5^ JbadieSy Churchman and Soldiers, in looping 
^^ to jmiJL. up the money th]K>wn oiie^ upon 

V aaotber, their cloaths torn, their caps falling 

V offt) was fo pMcd whh the oddity of die 
.'^ '^paiet ^im he was obliged to gabi the Alour, 
Y; and hoU by it, to prevent himMf hom fiiUkig 
^f d^wtiaafitoflangfater* HewasaUbfomuch 
<f ^otertai&ed vitfa finUquet's frolick, that he ^e* 
? .fir«All]|r i^kdmira) to let him a»md at dinner, 

' . " who* 



'^ ivho, aftermaajr bufibootnek, plafed him ^^ 
^^ other trick ; £br as foan us the diimer tra^^M^r, 
*' vkh the pennH&on of the King, who did Hot 
^^ know what he intended to do^ Bru£(iiiet taked 
^^ the two ts^ of the tabhM:Ioth at the lower 
^' end of the table, and throwing himfelf upon, 
*^ rolls himfelf all along it$ then takes the 
^ other comers of the lable^cloeh in hit snouth, 
^ md wrapping himfelf upin, with OTcry thing 
«' that "^ras upon ii> rum off widi die jffbdie, 
«< aft«r ^umng^in a ¥«ry gff9^« no^aajsr iai^cf 
«< ^s how^an^ retm^ped t^nks untfafti£i^.of 
« Spain. . t . ' 

<^ On Eaijter-day enfuingi the En^^eror^ibeiftg 
<< in his. tittle palace in the iVk ^ ftrtiffirb, (to 
<< wl^ch. h^ihad long retired to feclude^faiuifelf 
'^ from, tha world, hut who^ ftili mrdiUddr«lth 
^' pubKc bufin^f^)) g^W the ^miral aiiaiidieii«:e. 
<< The Emptor was fesited in an elbow^chaiirJa 
^ his, bedrchamber, on.acoaiuit of hisitbelR^il! 
<' with.i^e gout. His chair was cohered with 
<< bbck.cl^th} having before hun^itaalt tabic, 
<^ $o\6redL Mkewife with hlaek cloth; his room' 
'« IK»4 the 9mi<hamber were bung in the ikhie 
^< manom'^r* He was dreffed in a clofe ^own, 
<< oaade ofierge of Fbnence^ divided aboP«ne%he 
V kncse^hls arms appesmng through the flesvts ; 
«« be had on a doublet of black ftiiung Gfernian 

" clothi 



VrAwU ifilk hstb&nd ; and a fingle raff; die 
^ fimpiidky of :fais wbole drefs well fiiidng Ae 
^^flUnpcior^ wha wcfuld in truth hare been a 
•^tiWiy great Prince^ if he bad poflefled kfs 
^' lambitigai 

. '^ss The Admiral'at^biicfa&ig^the En^ieror ^h 
^^ijAte^ecenceiwdK WQtihf of thfe gre^t»efi of the 
^'..firiace, tand'^of Bi^ cartrnd^iit^ of charafter, 
<f)i^^(9rJni«aot'^aK;ap|yt^ni6cei8iij^ to fenre in 
'^^ctM^anatxett^) (Ud to him. Sire, the tnoft ar« 
" dent wifli the Mod Chriftian King, my Sore* 
<< reign Lord, ever had, was, that it might pUaSc 
'^ri.Ctod, to* bti^s^hffl' reign with pet£t& peace ahd 
«V>J9nkyiNaih ail the Chtiftiiui' PriiK:es his ndgh* 
^hilffmit. This }ok&ng ift begun whh the ttiyre 
'Vthat has been already agreed upon beitwcen 
^\jjQut.MsgeIlksy:wAd which, if God pleafes, 
*\ n^ priKkce Tan' iadiflbluble' peace becWefen 
'^.:y^wr MqefUes,' ymcr Kingdoms, your StsCtes, 
^S a^ your Suh§edsu It has then pleaied my 
**^ -S^yereign I^ord to depute me to your Majefty^ 
<5^vtQ be preient at the ufual oath that it fhall 
''<,plfqJe;7ou to take for the obfervance of t^e* 
<< Uttce, as you will fee by the letters which my* 
<<>^Sovereign has written to you, and which 
<^ I have- the honour to prefent* The En^^erbr 
«4:epUed« ,Sir Admh-al, the King my good 
, iv •; ** brother 
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^ brother ghre» me a very ample proof of Ms troe 
^ and perfeftfiiendf^^ towards nitt^iadaiiigiiie 
^ ifae honour to write to me, aiid in makmg 
*« choice of (o worthy a Minifter as yoUrfdf, to 
^ whom I givea mc^ hearty welcome, for beii^ 
*^ the bearer of your Sovereign's letter» 

^« Having redsived the letter, the Emperor 
^ eould not open it immediatdy, becaofe it was 
*^ moK carefully and more dolely feakd than 
^ common letters (as is the cuftom when 83ng^ 
'5 ia their greatneiii write to each 'othcr> On 
'< obferving the trouble that this gave him, the 
« Bifliop of Arras advanced from bdiind his chair 
^ to aififl: him, when the Emperor &id» Ho! 
^f BL d'Arras *, do you think to deprive me of 
*^ paying diat teipeft which I am bound to pay 
'^ to the King my good brother ? I caimot per* 
'< nut any one to open his letter but myfelf. 
<< Then attempting to open it, he turned with a 
«« pleafant fmile to die Admiral, and fidd. What 
<« will you lay of me, Sir Admiral ? Am not I a 
<< fine Cavalier to tilt and to break a lance ? I 
^* who, you fee, * am hai^ ftrcmg enough to 
^ open a letter ? He then gave the letter to 
<< «the Bifltop of Arras, and told him to read it. 

. * Mkbolat Ff rroti afterwards Caidiaal de Gnftvdk. 

^ The 
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*^ The Biftiop hwing read the letter, th6 
^'*HBmperor entered into common and familial 
<^ clwt with the Admiral, and afked him. How 
*'. does the King my good brother do ? Very well, 
" Sire, replied the A^mh^l. How glad I ani 
*^ of it 1 returned the Emperor : You cannot 
*^ imagine how that rejoices my hearty and not 
f^ rVtthout reafoQ, /H a&re you ; for I hold it a 
^^, .gljeat JKmiQur jtafaB:ddbended, by the Mother's 
^ fide, fron^' that: FJeorde Lys which bearsand 
ff tfitflains the xnolliidUlinguiflted Crown in the 
5< ."world. ' But I hwe ben often tcdd, that the 
^^ King is becoming gUj^ he is ftiH however 
" Very young* It is only three days ago, as one 
«f m^y fay, thut he wfts in Spain quite a ckild, 
^^ ^bottt either hair or beard. The Admiral, 
*f willtog to favour his Sovereign, iiaid. Sire, to 
«* be fuTc his Majefty has three or four white 
^^ hairs ;; ^nd fo have many others thai ^e much 
'^ youiaiger. than htmfelf. Ho, Sir Admiral, do 
<^ tiot ti^ronder at that, it i^ a mere nothing ! I 
'^ have bi^en aiking you about my brother, now 
" I will tell you fomething refpeding myfelf. 
" Nearly of my brother's age, coming from 
f < Gqletta, and landing at Naples, (Sir Admiral, 
•« you know the elegance of that city, and 
<« the beauty and the politenefs of the Ladies of 
*^ it : I am a man ; I was deiirous to gain their 
«f fevour, as well as another,) the day after 
- VOL. III. M <* my 
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^f my arrival I fent for my barber to drefe 
** my hair, to ihave, and to perfume me. He 
'^ gave me a looking-glafs. I look at myfelf in it, 
'^ and fee in it what I have mentioned of my good 
^^ brother. Confounded and aftoniihed, I aCk, 
*^ What is all this ? My barber tells me, that it 
" is only two or three white hairs (thsre were 
*^ above a dozen though). Take out thofe white 
*^ hairs, fay I to my barber, and be fare you do 
'.' not leave one behind. This be did, and what 
*^ do you thixik was the confequence (addreffing 
" himfelf to the Gentleman of the Embaify) ? 
•f A little while afterwards, looking at myfelf in 
" the glafs, I found, that for one white hair which 
<^ he took out, I had three in its ftead ; and if I 
*f had taken them out, in a very (hort time^ 
*' I.&Quld have been as white as a Swan. 

** Afterwards, the Emperor alked after the 
^ Conflable*, whom he praifed very much, as a 
•^ good and a ufefiil fervant to his Sovereign. He 
« afked after Madame de Valentinois likewife^ 
" and no other perfon ; for he knew that thefe 
" two alone were in pofTefEon of all the favour 
" and authority of the kingdom. Then as the 
<^ Admiral was taking leave, and before his train 
" were down flairs, the Emperor caufed all 

* M. de-Montmorendb 

« the 
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^ rfie ^nrfovrs of his room to be opened that 
** overlooked the Park, by which we were to 
** return to our reli)eftive lodgings } and (hewed 
•* himfelf at them, that we might all fee him* 
*^ For a fe\(r days before he had been fo ill, 
*• diat it was given out in Bruffels that he was 
*' dead." 

Le Voyage de M. PAmiral devers FEmpereut 

it le Rot Philippe pour Id Ratification de la 

Tteve^ VAn. 1556, 

Charlesf was inftalled a Knight of the Garter, 

at Windfor, in 1522* " The Marquis Dorfet,'* 

fays Lord Herbert, ^^ was fent to Calais, and 

•' Cardinal Wolfey to Dover, whither, upon the 

*^ 26th of May 1522, the Emperor arrived, 

** From hence the King (Henry the Eighth) 

" condufted him to Greenwich, where the Queen 

*' Catharine, his aunt, with much joy attended 

^ hita. Here again, the King, riding in great 

" pomp through London, conduced him to his 

** lodgings at Blackfriars : his train being placed 

** in the new beautiful palace of Bridewell. To 

^^ relate the jufls and folemnities on this occafion^ 

** or to tell how often Dukes, Earls, and Lords 

*' gave water to the Cardinal at an high Mafs at 

" St. Paul's, (where the Princes were on the 

«« Sunday,) is not my intention. Only, for the 

" rarity, I cannot omit, that on June 19, the 

M 2 " Emperor 
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** Emperor wearing the robes of the Order, and 
** fitting in his ftall at Windfor, accompanied 
" the other Knights in all the ceremonies and 
'' rites ufual at that time ; which being done^ 
** both he and the Emperor received the Sacra* 
" ment together, and fwore upon the Holy 
** Evangelifts to obfervc the league * concluded 
«* between them. 
« 

'^ Charles having difpatched his bufinefs in 
<^ England, and commanded his fleet, confifting 
^' of 180 fail, to meet him at Southampton, is 
*' accompanied by our King to Winchefter/* 

Soon after his abdication, he defired Fa- 
ther Johanne de Regla to be his Confeflbn 
The good Father fome time refufed. Charles 
faid to him, ^' Holy Father, do not be alarmed 
** at having the care of the confdence of an 
*• Emperor, which, for this laft year paft, five 
" Doftors of canon law and of divinity have 
" undertaken to relieve.'* 

* ** One of the Articles of the Treaty is curious : it 
*' ordaiiUy that both Princes appearing before the Cardinal 
<* of York as Judge, in what place he fhould chufe, fliall 
** voluntarily fubmit to his jurifdifUon, as Legate, and con- 
** fefling themfelves to be bound to obferve this treaty, fhall 
*< require the faid Licgate to pronounce the fentence x>( cx- 
*< communication againft them, if they violate the articles 
♦' thereof.**— Lord Herbert, 

In 
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In his retirement at St.* Jufte, he amufed him- 
felf with making colleddons of clocks and 
Scratches, and in obferving their different motions; 
and ufed to obferve with a figh, how ill he had 
fpent his time in endeavouring to make all men 
think, alike in religious matters, when he had 
never been able to make two watches go p«r» 
fcaiy together. 

His habit of teazing mankind ftiU appeared to 
have followed him into the Convent. He was 
once extremely folicitous to awake a young 
Monk to go to matins at a very early hour ; the 
Monk, fcarcely roufed by all his eflforts, faid to 
him with fome fpleen, " Is it not enough for 
^* your Majefty to have difturbed the peace of 
^^ the univerfe, but muft you alfo break in upon 
*' the repofe of a poor infignificant Monk?" 
One may apply to Charles what fome perfon faid 
to Catherine de Mecticis, when (he talked of re- 
tiring from the noife and buftle of the worlds 
^* That, Madam, I think you will never do : 
^* le repos ejl le plus grand ennemi de voire vie.** 

According to St. Real, the Emperor was applied 
to by two women of falhion, at Bruffels, to fettle 
the point of precedency between them, the difpute 
xefpeftftig which had been carried to fuch a height, 
ihat the ladies had given each other very bard 
W 3 words^ 
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wordS) and their fenrante had come to blovt bdbre 
the portico of the church of St. G\idule in that 
city. Charles, after affefUng to hear with a rapft 
minute attention what each lady had to &y h^ 
favour of her own rank, decided that the great^ 
fimpleton of the two fhould have the fas. ln^ 
ponfequence of this judgment, whenever the ladie< 
met, they were prodigiouily civil to each other, and 
were peculiarly anxious to give to each other that 
precedence which e^ch bad arrogated to herielf. 

As the Emperor was one day fitting to Titian,^ 
the painter's pencil fell out of his hands. Charles 
gradoufly picked it up, and faid very pourte^ 
cufly to Titian, who was making his apologieS|» 
^* The pencil of Apelles well deferve? to be picke4 
" up by Caefar/' 

Roger Afcham, in a letter dated Augibvirgb, 
flo Jan. 1551, thus defcribes the Emperor :* ** I 
" have feen the Emperor twice ; firfl, fick in his 
f ' Privy Chan>ber, at our firft coming. He looked 
<< fomewhat like the Parfon of Eparilone. He 
" had on a gown of black taffety, and a furre4 
f^ night-cap on his head, Dutch-like, haying ^ 
'^ feam over the crown, like a ball of worfted* I 
«f ftpod hard by the Emperor's table. He had 
" four courfes. He had fod beef, roaft mutton, 
ft baked hare, Thefe be no fcrvice in England* 

ft The 
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^^ The Emperour hath a good face, a confbnt 
'' look. He fed well of a capon. I have had a 
^^ better from mine hoftefs Barnes many times in 
^' my chamber. He and Ferdinando • eat together 
" very handfomely, carving themfelves where 
^* they lift, without any curiofity. TheEmperour 
" drank the beft that I ever faw. He had his 
" head in the glafs five times as long as any of 
f^ us, and never drank lefs than a good quart at 
^ once of Rhenifh wine. His Chapel fung 
''^wonderfully cunningly all the dinner-while." 

Ponz thus defcribes the Convent into which 
Charles retired : 

" The Convent and Church of Jufte are 
*' particularly magnificent, and rendered ftill 
" more fo by containing the remains of Charles 
^' the Fifth. 

" The great Altar confifls of four columns of 
, " the Corinthian order, in the middle of which is 
" a pifture, a copy of the celebrated pifture 
^* known by the name of Titian's Glory, the 
" original of which is to be feen at this day in 
" the Efcurial. This pifture was painted by 
*^ order of Charles, and placed over the effigy on 
^^ his tomb. In the periftyle of the altar are to 

^ lUng of the RomaxiB, brother to Charles. 

M 4 ** be 
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f^ be feen the Imperial arms, placed there, it 1$ 
5« fuppofed, by order of Philip the Third. The 
^' altar was made under the direftion of Juan 
*' Gomez de Mora. There are four ftatues 
." placed about it, reprefenting Prudence, Juftice, 
^^ Fortitude, and Temperance, 

" In a cavity beneath the altar is placed a cafe 
" of wood, in which was depofited the cofEn 
*' containing the body of the Emperor before it 
*' was conveyed to the Efcufial. The architefture 
*^ and decorations of the altar, with the relicks 
f* placed about it, are in good ftyle, but there are 
f fome defeftive appendages which are of modem 
^* jntroduftion. 

^* The architefture of the Convent and of the 
*f principal cloyfters of Jufte is of tolerable work- 
" manfliip; the Gothic ftyle, however, is ob- 
'^ ferved in one of the lefler cloyfters, which 
f * fliew the original ftate of its architecture. 

^' Near this hpufe are the five apartments which 
*' ferved for the manfion of the Emperor. I be^ 
*' lieve they were but five in number, and furely 
f* five apartments could not excite the envy of thf 
« moft Stoical Philofopher. What noble re? 
V fleftions, what fublime harangues have been 
ff wcited by the memory of this great Prince ! 

1* whq 
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f* who voluntarily relinquifhed and abdicate4 
** from one of the greateft and moft glorious 
*5 Empires in the univerfe toward the end of his 
^5 days, which happened on the 21ft of SeptemT 
« ber 1 558. 

f' On the outfide of the Convent his arms arp 
** feen, and beneath are thefe words : 

*^ In this holy houfe dedicated to St. Jerome 
f^ the Juft, retired and finifhed his life, enjoying 
** all the comforts of our holy religion, the Em- 
f^ peror Charles the Fifth, the Defender of the 
f^ Faith and the Preferver of Juftice, the Moft 
^< Chriftian and Invincible King of Spain, lyhp 
a died the aift of September 1558." 

Charles, while he was in pofTefEon of his regal 
dignity, thought fo flightingly of it, that when one 
day, in pailing through a village in Spain, he met 
a peafant who was dreft with a tin crown upon htt 
head, and a fpit in his hand for a truncheon, as the 
Eafter King, (according to the cuftom of that 
great feftival in Spain,) who told the Emperor 
that he fliould take off his hat to him : " My 
f ' good friend,'* replied the Prince, ^^ I wifh you 
^* joy of your new office ; you will find it a verjr 
f* troublefome one, I can affure you.'* 



C 17^ 3 



GUILLAUME DE CROT, SEIGNEUR DE 
CHEVRES. ^ 

This Flemifh Nobleman, who, from his fa- 
gacity, his knowledge, and his temper, was called 
Le Sage^ or the Prudent, was made Governor to 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth when he was very 
voung, and managed his education with great fkill 
and dexterity^ De Croy was peculiarly anaioiis 
that his royal pupil ihould be well acquainted with 
hiftory, (a very neceffajy ftudy for Rinces and 
Minifters!) and though he entrufted the other 
branches of his ^ucation to other perfons, as 
Doftor Adrian, who was afterwards the Pope of 
that name, he read hiftoiy himfelf with his pupil, 
imd ufed to draw him on to make obfervations 
upon what he found in that great volume of human 
liature. He particularly direded his attention to 
the hiftory of his own country and of his own 
anceftors, and ufed to lead his Royal Scholar to 
make obfervations upon their conduft, and upon 
the confequences of it no lef3 to themfelves than 
to their country. 

Charles was a youth of a very a£Uvc difpofition, 
land was almoft always in motion. His fttthdi*, 
the Emperor Maximilian, was very anxious to 

have 
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fcave his portrait to put up in the Gallery c^ 
Vienna. The young Prince beuig an extremely 
impatient fitter to the painters, no good likends 
was taken of him : at laft De Croy thought of 
^s expedient : — ^As foon as Charles vi2L& fairly 
feated, and the painter had b^un his work, he 
caufed the chair to be furrounded by four men 
with naked fwords, the points aimed at the breaft 
of the Princ^ till the painter had fucceeded 
to his wifii* 

By way of accuftoming Charles to bufinefe, 
De Croy accompanied him to Council, and ufed 
jto call upon him for his opinion upon matters that 
were there agitated. Charles thus educated came 
to the Imperial dignity fufBciently well acquainted 
with the fubjedls over whom he was to reign, 
and whofe well-being perhaps but too much de? 
pends upon the ignorance or wjfdom of the Prince 
^ who governs them* 

De Croy was blamed by fome of his contempot 
raries for not having had his pupil fufficiently in- 
ftrudted in the Latin language. This imputatioa 
would feem to be ill founded, as it is well known 
^at Sleidan ypon the Four Monarchies in Latin 
was a work which Charles read very much ; and 
fihat in his retirement in the Monaftery of St. Julie, 

St.Ber? 
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St, Bernard, one of the Latin Fathers, was aUb 9 
ffltvourite book with him. A carious account 
of the education of this Prince is to be met with )xi 
a very elegant little work written by Varillas, and 
intitled, *' La Pratique de F Education des Princes^ 
^* far M. Varillas." Paris, 1684, 4to. 



CARDINAL XIMENES. 

The Life of this extraordinary perfon has been 
compiled by two French Writers of elegance \ 
the celebrated Flechier, and M. Marfolier. The 
firfl has chiefly regarded him as a faint, the other 
as a politician. He indeed united both charafters 
in himfelf. Under the purple robe of the Garf^ 
diual he wore his o}d habit of the Order of St* 
Francis with a hair fhirt, and in the xnidft of all 
his minifterial fplendour contented himfelf with 
^ bed of ftraw and one frugal meal. Nor had 
^e eftablifhments he formed for his country lefs of 
purity of intention than of acutenefs of defign, 
Jie began his fplendid career of life as Con* 
feifor to Queen Ifabella of Spain, and was fooiji 
afterwards appointed Reformer-General of the 
Religious Orders of Spain ; a fituation for whick 
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his own habits of felf-denial, and the inflexibility 
of his charader, eminently fuited him*. 

Soon after his appointment to be Prime Mi- 
nifter of Spain, the troops revolted for want of 
pay ; and as Ximenes was haranguing them in 
hopes to bring them to a better difpofition of 
mind, one of the foldiers cried out, " Give us 
^' our pay, and no more fpeeches/' Ximenes^ 
without the leaft emotion, turning to the place 
from whence the voice ' came, found out the 
fpeaker, had him ^lung upon the fpot, and then 
went on with his harangue, 

Ximenes difgufted the Nobility of Spain. more 
perhaps by his fpeeches than by his aftions. 
** With my girdle of St. Francis," he ufed to fay, 
•* I will bring every great man to his duty ; and 
** with my landals I will ftamp upon the infolence 
<* of the Nobility." The Grandees murmured 
openly againft his power ; and a party of them 

* The General of the CordeUers came from Rome on 
purpofe to confer with Ifabella on the fubjedi of the re- 
fonn of his Order, and to give her an ill fmprcffion of 
Ximenes. He behaved to the Queen in fo infolent a 
manner, that (he found herfelf under the neceffity to fay 
to him» '^ RecoUe£fc» Sir, who you are, and to whom you 
" fpeak."— " Yes, Madam," replied the infolent Monk, 
** I know that I am fpeaking to Ifabella, Queen of Spain, 
*^ who, like myfelf, is merely duft and afhes.'^ 

waited 
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t^ted upon him one day at his palate tolcomf hf 
what right he governed the king&m. *• By 
. •* virtue of the power that was given to me 
<* by the will of my late Sovereign Ferdinand, 
^ sBod which has been confirmed to me by hit 
«* fucceffor Charles the Fifth.*'— .« But BVrdi* 
•* nand," retorted they, " bdng only the admi- 
^ niftrator of the kingdom, had not the power of 
^ appointing a Regent. The Queen alone has 
^ that power/'—" Well, then,'" faid Ximenes, 
retreating with them into a balcony, from whence 
} battery of cannon was difcovered, which was at 
that moment thundering a moft furious difcharge, 
*^ behold the power with which I have governed, 
" and with which I intend to govern j*' and on 
thrinftant every complaint ceafed. 

He ufed occafionally to fay, «' When a man is 
** in* power, and has nothing to reproach himfelf 
^ with, the wifeft way is to permit the people to 
** enjoy the wretched confols^on of avenging 
•* their wrongs by their fpeeches*/' 

At the fiege of Oran in Africa,^ the Cardinal 
himfelf led the Spanilh troops to the breach, 

* The late King of Pruffia being aikcd one day why he 
permitted fo many Hbels to be printed againft him, faid, 
•* Myfdf and my fubjeda are come to a corapofition : I do 
«* M I plcafe, and they write as they plcafc.'' 

7 mounted 



aoDUttlied on a charger, drefled in his pontifical 

robeS) and preceded by a naonk on horfeback, who 

bore his archiepifcopai crofs. ^^ Go cm, go on, 

•^ my children," exclaimed he to the foldiers; 

<^ I am at your head. A Prieft fhould think it 

** an honour to expofe his life for his religion. 

^' I have SA examine in my predeceflbrs in the 

^ archbiihoprick of Toledo. Go on to viftory.** 

WbeQ his viflorious troops took pofleflion of 

the town, *^ Not unto m, not unto us, O 

«« Lord !*' exclaimed he, ** but unto thy name be 

<« the pratfe and the power giycn/' He burft 

into tears on feeing the number of the dead that 

were lying on the ground, and was heard to fay 

to himfelf, ^^ They were indeed infidels, but they 

^ might have become Chriftians! By dieir 

*^ death, they have deprived me of the principal 

«< advantage of the vidory we have gained over 

« them/' 

Ximenes died in 1 5 1 7, at the age of eighty-two, 
of chagrin at being removed from the dignity of 
Prime Minifter by Charles the Fifth, who, being 
born in Flanders, was defirous that a native of 
that country Ihould pofiefs it. 

The Cardinal on his death-bed, and on the 
point of receiving the laft facraments, declared, 
<< I have no caufe to afflift myfelf that I have ever 

« done 
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** done an injury or injuftice to any one during the? 
** whole courfe of my adminiftration, and I indeed 
*^ have all the reafon in the world to believe that 
" I have never fuffered any occafion to have 
*^ been loft in which I could afford my affiftance 
« to any one that alked it. With refpeS to 
•* the revenues which as ai^ ecclefiaftic I have 
^ poffeffed, and of which I am now about to 
«< give an account to God, I moft firmly and 
" folemnly proteft, that I have never diverted 
•^ from its proper deftination a fingle crown-piece 
« of them to the advantage of myfelf and of my 
«« relations/* 

Ximenes had the Angular merit of permitting 
the citizens of the different towns in Spain ta 
bear arms in the fervice of their country. This 
regulation corrected in fome degree the infolence 
of the Nobility, and faved from the horrors of 
war the peafants and the cultivators of land. He 
inftituted an eftablifhment, from: which that of 
St. Cyr was imitated by Madame de Maintenon^ 
for the education andfupport of the daughters of 
the indigent Nobility. He gave away immenfe 
fums in alms ; and indeed, his whole views feem 
to have been direfted to the good of that peo- 
ple whom he governed. He firft caufed to be 
publiihed an edition of the Polyglot Bible in 
four languages, which has fince ferved as a 

model 
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tnodel to other editions of it. Flechier iays of 
him^ '^ As dexterous as Ferdinand himfelf in tl^e 
** art of governing mankind, he infinitely fur- 
** pafled him in the qualities of the heart : no- 
** ble, magnificent, generous, the protedlor of 
*' innocence, of virtue, and of merit, he con- 
<« ceived and executed no plans but thofe which 
** were of ufe to mankind. Yet, as every thing 
*^ human muft bear fome alloy, his excellent 
** qualities were occafionally tamifhed by feve- 
** rity, by obftinacy, and by ambition. Of his 
^' merit, perhaps, no greater teftimony can be 
** given, than that his fovereign Ferdinand, who 
^< hated him in his heart, at his death appointed 
** him Regent of his kingdom*." 



CARDINAL ALEXANDER FARNESE 

was one of the greateft ornaments of the fix- 
teenth century. He was made Cardmal at the 
age of fourteen, his uncle being Pope. Charles 

* FerSnand once wrote to Novara, who commanded the 
expedition againft Oran under the Cardinal, '* Hinder 
** our good man from coming over to Spain very foon. 
*< We muft make all the ufe we can of bis perfon and 
" of his money." 

VOL. III. N the 
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the Fifth, an excellent appreciator of merit, faid 
of him, " that nothing could be conceived more 
*' auguft than the Sacred College, were it entirely 
« compofed of Alexander Farnefes/* 

The Cardinal had frequently this faying in hi$ 
mouth, " That nothing was more contemptible 
" than a foldier vithout courage, except an eccle- 
" fiaftic without learning." 



ANNIBAL CARACCI. 

It is faid of this great Painter, that when the 
converTation in which he was engaged referred to 
any thing that could be made an objeft of deli- 
neation, he ufed to take out his pencil and draw it j 
giving as a reafon, that as Poets paint by words, 
fo Painters fhould fpeak by their pencils. 

Annibal was fo impreffed with the idea of the 
neceffity of correft defign to an artift, that it was 
a favourite faying of his, " Give me a good out- 
" line, and you may fill up the middle as you 
" pleafe/* Annibal is fuppofed to have died of 
vexation, at the age of forty-nine, on receiving 
from the Cardinal Farncfe one hundred and fifty 

pounds 



AKKIfiAL CAkACCI. X79 

|>aunds only for that ftupendous efibrt of art, the 
Gallery at Rome which bears the Cardinal's 
name, and which took him up eight years to 
finiih ; thus immortalizing at once the deteftable 
avarice of his employer, and his own tranfcend- 
ant genius. The following infcription was thrown 
into his grave : 

^uodpoteras hominum vivos effingere vultus 
j/nnibalf heu ciih mors in^Ja ie rapuit, 
Finxijffis uiinam te^ mors decepta fepuUhro 
Crederet effigiemj vivus fe* ipfe fores. 

Death envied, Annibal ! thy wond'rous art. 

Life to each human vifage to impart ; 

Hadft thou thyfelf thy likenefs but pourtrayM, 

The Fates themfelves a kind miftake had made ; 

Had merely placed thy femblance in the grave. 

And powers like thine, for once^ been known to fave. 



AGOSTINO CARACCI 

was the fcholar and the man of letters of that dif- 
tinguifhed family in art whofe name he bore. 

His poetical advice to a young Student in 
Painting may be thus tranflated : 

iP 2 Whoe'er 
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Whoe'er in painting wiflies to excels 
The chafte deiign of Rome (hould ftudy well i 
His light and fliade by thofe of Venice rule ; 
His colours take from the Lombardian School & 
With Titian's nature and his truth combine 
Fam'd Buonaroti's grand and awful line ; 
Raphael's exa£t proportions keep in yiew, 
Correggio's pure and perfeft ftyle purfue $ 
Adopt Tibaldi's fplendid ornament^ 
With teamed Pnmaticcio invent ; 
Then o'er the whole, ^i^h nice difcemment, place 
Some tbofen traits from Parmegiano's grace. 



BENVENUTO CELLINI. 

The vanity of mankind often makes them 
imagine that they poffefs fomething peculiar to 
themfelves, and unknown to other lefs favoured 
mortals. Lord Herbert of Cherbury fancied 
that the emanations of his body were highly per- 
fumed. The celebrated fculptor Cellini fuppofed 
that he had about his perfon an irradiation of a 
very extraordinary kind: 

" From the very moment," fays he, in the 
very entertaining Life wriiten by himfelf, " that 
*^ 1 beheld this phenomenon, (a dream which he 
*' fuppofed to be fomethuig fupernatural,) there 

• " appeared 
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** appeared — ^ftrange to relate!— a refjJendent 
" light over my head, which has difplayed itfelf 
" confpicuoufly to all to whom I have thought 
** proper to fliew it; but they are very few. 
*' This fhining light is to be feen in the morning 
** over my ifaadow till two o'clock in the after- 
" noon, and it appears to the greateft advantage 
** when the grafs is moift witli dew : it is like- 
*^ wife vifible in the evening at fun-fet. This 
** phenomenon I took notice of when I was at 
" Paris, becaufe the air is exceedingly clear in 
" that climate, fo that I could diftinguifli it there 
** much plainer than in Italy, where the mifts 
" are much more frequent : but I can fee it even 
^' there, and fhew it to others, though not to 
" fo much advantage as in France." 

The hypochondriacal diforder is fuppofed to be 
a complaint peculiar to Englifhmen, and hardly 
ever feen to advantage unlefs amidfl the fogs and 
damps of our humid climate. Cellini, however, 
in his Life, defcribes an inftance of it in the per- 
fon of the Conftable of the Caftle of St. Angelo, 
which mocks any thing that Cheyne qt I^ande« 
yille have ever recorded. 

« The Conftable," fays he, « had annually 

<« a certain periodical diforder ; and when the fit 

<< came upon him, he was talkative to an excefs. 

N 3 " Every 
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" Every year he had fome different whim. Ono 
*' time he conceited himfelf metamorphofed into 
** a pitcher of oil j another time he thought him- 
** felf a frog, and began to leap like that animal ; 
"another time he imagined that he was dead, 
** and it was found neceffary to humour his ima- 
** gination by making a fham burying ; fome- 
** times he fancied himfelf a bat, and when he 
" went a walking, he would make fuch noifes as 
" bats make, and he ufed ftrange geftures with 
*' his body, as if he were going to fly," 



ANTONIO GUEVARA 

was wont to fay, ^' that Heaven would be filled 
^^ with thofe that had done good works, and 
^^ Hell with thofe that had intended to dp them." 



CAMERARIUS 



had this faying, « Dei fapientia et hominumjiul^ 
^* titia mundum gubernant. Arspoliticay^ added 
he, *' non eft ars tarn regendi quam fallendi bom- 
^* nes*^ The politics, no doubt, to which he 

applied 
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aj^ed his cenfure^ was the tortuous fhifting 
policy of modern times ; and not that noble art 
which renders mankind wife, good, and happy. 



PHILIPPO STROZZI, 

with fome other of the principal citizens of Flo- 
rence, confpired againft the tyranny of the Houfe 
of Medicis. He was taken prifoner in the at- 
tempt, and put to the torture tp difcover his ac- 
complices. He bore the pains of the rack with 
great fortitude, nor could his epemies extort 
from him the fmalleft word that could inculpate 
any of his friends. On being threatened a fecond 
time with the torture, he refolved to deftroy him- 
felf; and having difcovered in the corner of the 
dungeon in which he was confined, a fword that 
one of the foldiers who guarded the prifon had 
left there through careleflhefs, he drew blood 
from^himfelf with it, and wrote upon the walls of 
his cell, from Virgil, 

Exoriare aliquis noftris ex offtbus ultor : 

Rife an avenger of my fad remains $ 

I mock at death and triumph in my pains. 

He afterwards ftabbed himfelf. 

N 4 Strozzi 
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Strozzi was a merchant : and when feme pcTr 
fon, by way of paying court to him, called him 
by the name of .Meffire, in the true fpirit of a 
Republican he anfwered, " I am neither a lawyer 
*' nor a military man ; but Philip the fon of a 
** merchant. If you wifh to preferve my friend- 
*' fliip then/call me by my real name, and do 
** not oflFend me by adding titles to it to which 
** Ihave no claim. The firft oflFence I attribute 
** to ignorance ; but, if it happen a fecond time, 
" I fliall attribute it to a defire to affront me." 

M. Requier has publiftied a Life of Strozzi iii 
French, with this title : « The Life of Philip 
" Strozzi, the firft Merchant of Florence- and 
*' of all Italy, under the Reigns of Charles the 
« Fifth, of Francis the Firft, Chief of his Houfe, . 
" the rival of that of the Medici under the 
" Sovereignty of Duke Alexander. Tranflated 
" from the Italian of Lorenzo the Brother of 
« Strozzi." 



BARTHELEMI DE LAS CASAS^ 

BISHOP OF CHIAFA. 

This exemplary Prelate, on his firft taking up 
the Ecclefiaftical life, had a Curacy in Spain, 

which 
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Vrbich he quitted, to go to America, to convert 
to the Chriftian Religion the inhabitants of that 
lately-difcovered country. Las Cafas, however, 
found his million more extenfive and more dan- 
gerous than he had imagined ; for he difcovered, 
that thofe whoiii he went to convert were op- 
preffed and perfecuted with every fpecies of 
cruelty by their Governors. Againft thefe he 
exerted his eloquence with great humanity and 
bravery; and, finding his arguments had no 
weight with the brutal Spaniards, he took the 
noble refolutioiji to return to Spain, to plead the 
paufe of his innocent and ill-treated flock before 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth in perfon. He 
performed this kind office with fuch good eflefl:, 
that the Emperor, overcome by the forcible re- 
prefentations he" made, and the powerful piftures 
he drew of the cruelty of the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica, made feveral regulations to endeavour to 
prevent them in future. Thefe regulations were 
not, however, obferved very ftriftly, and pillage 
and barbarity ftill prevailed amidft the poor de- 
fencelefe Indians, which received fome fan^iou 
and encouragement from a book printed at 
Rome, but profcribed in Spain, written by 
Sepulveda, a celebrated theologian of the Church 
of Rome, who pretended in his work to juflify 
all the cruelties that had been exercifed againft 
the Indians^ by thofe which had been pra£tifed 

againft 



J 86 BARTHELEMI DB LAS CASAS* 

againfl the people of Canaan by the Jews* Las 
Cafas, now become Bifhop of Chiapa inPerUy 
refuted the book of this proftituted Divine, ia a 
work intitled " The Deftruftionpf the Indians;" 
in which, perhaps, there may be fomething of 
exaggeration, but which will be readily forgiven 
by thofe who know how to appreciate purity of 
intention and thofe ftrong feelings which the fight 
of barbarity and cruelty are fure to excite ia a 
generous ^d an ardent nund** The £mpe- 

* " Let the reader^*' fays Mr. Bryan Edwards, Tcry fcn- 
fibly, "judge of Las Cafas from the following narrative, in 
«* which his falfehood (if the ftory were falfe) could have 
•* been ealily deteAed : — -I pnce beheld four or five principal 
** Indians roailed sdive at a flow fire; and, as the miferable 
•* viftims poured forth dreadful fcreams, which difturbed the 
•* Commanding Ofiicer in his afternoon flumbers, he fent 
•* word that they ihould be ftrangled; but the Oflficer.on 
" Guard (I know his name and I know his relations in 
•* Seville) would not fufFcr it, but caufing their mouths to be 
** gagged, that their cries might not be heard, he ftirred 
** up the fire with his own hands, and roafted them delibc- 
«* rately till they all expired. I faw it myfelf. After read- 
« ing accounts lik^ thefe," adds the humane ^d eloquent 
HiHorian of the Weft Indies, " who can help forming an in- 
<< dignant wifh, that the hand of Heaven, by fome miracu- 
** lous interpofition, had fwept thefe European Tyrants 
«* from the face of the Earth ; who, like fo many beafts of 
** prey, roamed round the world, only to defolate and to de- 
** ftroy, and, more reniorfelefs than the fierceft. favage, 
•* thirfted foi; human blood, without having the impulfe of 
" natural appetite to plead in their defence." — Hiftory oftbc 
fVeftlndies, page %^. FoLi, 

ror 
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for appointed his Confeffor, Dominico Soto, to 
arbitrate between thefe different reprefentations, 
and to give him his opinion in writing ; but on 
this it does not aj^ar that Charles ever de- 
cided. The Indians were ftill oppreffed. The 
good Bifliop, after having made himfelf refpefted 
in America by his virtues and his zeal for the 
interefts of thofe who were committed to his care 
for thirty years, returned in 1551 to Spain. In 
his zeal to ferve the Americans, he appears to 
have laid afide his notions of humanity refpefting 
the Negroes, whojn he wiflied to have enflaved 
and employed in the Spaniih Coronies in the 
Weft Indies, inilead of d^e Americans ; fo apt 
are the bed minds to be prejudiced, when they 
attend merely to one part of a fubjefl:. 

Las Cafas died at the age of ninety-two, 
in Spain, having refigned his Bifliopric, and 
having made in Peru feveral eftablifliments for 
his Order, that of St. Dominic- The Bifhop 
wrote a treatife in Latin, now very fcarce, on 
this Angular queftion, which would in his time 
perhaps have fuffered difcuffion : " If Sovereigns 
*• can in confcience, by any right, alienate from 
** the dominion of their crown their citjzens and 
*' their fubjefts, and put them under the power 
" of any private Lord ?'* 

Contend- 



EL 
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Contcmpotary writers mention the excefiive 
and unneceflary cruelty of the Spaniards to the 
Indians, in a manner not lefs to be fufpedecl of 
exaggeration, than that of the good Biihop of 
Chiapa, had they not been eye-wimefles of them. 
Peter Martyr relates, that it was a pra£tice fire* 
quent amongft the Spaniards at Hifpaniola, to 
murder the natives of that Ifland out of pure 
iport, as }£ to keep t^eir bands in. 

And even Orvieta adds, that in 1553, only 
forty-three years pofterior to the difcovery of 
Hifpaniola, and when himfelf was on the i^ot, 
there were not left (live in that ifland five hun- 
dred of the originaV Natives old and young j for 
he adds, that all the other Indians at that time 
there had been forced or decoyed into flavery 
from the neighbouring Iflands. *^ Las Cafas," 
fays Mn Edwards, " it is true, wh^n he fpeakf 
** of numbers in the grofs, certainly overrates the 
" original inhabitants ; but it does not appear that 
** he meant to deceive ; nor is there juil reafon 
^^ to fufpefit his veracity when he treats of matters 
*' fufceptible of precifxon, more efpecially in 
^' drcumflances of which he declares himfelf to 
^* have been an eye-witnefs.*' 
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JOHN OF LETDEN, 

whofe real nJhne was Becold, and who was a 
taylor, affociated himfelf with a baker of the 
name of Mathefon, and they became, in 1534, 
the heads of the fed of the Anabaptifts of Ger- 
many. The baker changed his name to that of 
Mofes, and difpatched twelve of his followers, 
whom he called his Twelve Apoftles, to eftablifli 
a New Jerufalem, They feized upon the city of 
Munfler, in which they exercifed the moft atro- 
cious outrages and cruelties. The Magiftrates 
however, in making fome overtures to them, 
killed Mathefon, and Johnof Leyden became the 
Tole Chief of the affociation, which he foon made 
a monarchical one, and put down the authority of 
the Twelve Apoftles. In confequence of a fuppofed 
revelation one of his followers had from Hea- 
ven, he declared himfelf King John of Leyden ; 
however, uniting in himfelf the cbarafters of 
King, Prieft, and Prophet, he eftablifhed polyga- 
my, and took to \iimic\i feventeen wives. The 
new King's infignia were a Bible carried on one 
fide of him, and on the other a fword. He had 
a throne eredted for him in the middle of the 
market-place, where he ufed to hear and decide 
caufes. He gave occafionally civic feafts and en- 
tertainments in common, like thofe of the Spar- 
tans, 



tans, in which the King, and the Queen, and tfctf 
great Officers of the Crown, waited upon the 
populace. Thefe Common repafts were fUcceeded 
by civic dances, after which the Monarch mount- 
ed his throne and made a fpeech. One of his 
cdifts ends thus : " Let, then, every one learn 
*' his duty, and let one and all obferve our 
*' laws: tranfgreffors {hall be moft feverely 
« puniflied." 

During the fiege of Munfter by its Bifliop and 
the neighbouring Princes, one of King Becold^s 
wives, ihe who alone had the name of Queen, 
having ventured to make fome remonftrances to 
the Sovereign upon the wretched fituation of 
many of his poor befieged fubjeAs, who were 
dying of hunger while their Sovereign was 
abundantly fupplied with every thing, he ordered 
her head to be cut off, and made his followers 
fing and dance round her bleeding body. Be- 
cold's reign, did not, however, laft long. His 
city was taken by ftorm in 1536, and himfelf 
made prifoner, and carried about in a cage from 
town to town for fome time, as a warning and an 
example to others. 

He was executed at laft under the moft ex- 
cruciating tortures, in the midft of that city 
which had been the fccne of his villanies and 
atrocities. 



PETER THE GREJT, 

EMPEROR. OF RUSSIA. 
[1696—1725.] 

When this Sovereign was told of the favage and 
ungovernable behaviour of Charles the Twelfth at 
Bender, he faid, ** Since he has been ungrateful, 
" I fee that God has forfaken him." 

Peter made a law in 1722, that if any Noble- 
man beat or ill-treated his flaves, he fliould be 
looked upon as an infane man, and a guardian 
fhould be appointed to take care of his perfon 
and ellate. 

He had one day ftruck his chief gardener 
wthout any reafon. The gardener, a man of 
great fenfibility, was fo afflifted at it, that he 
took to his bed immediately,' and died in a few 
days. Peter, hearing of this, exclaimed with, 
tears in his eyes, ** Alas ! I have civilized my 
** own fubjefts, I have conquered other nations, 
*' yet I have not been able to civilize or to 
" conquer myfelf. 

^* Sapiens Jibi qui imperiofus /** 

After 
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After his defeat at Pruth, Peter fliut himfetf 
up in his tent, and forbdd any one under pain of 
death to approach him. Catherine, however, ven- 
lured to difobey his orders, and brought to him the 
heads of a treaty between him and the enemy. She 
prevailed upon him to fign it, and he ever after- 
wards wijh gratitude owned that he owed his life 
and honour, and the fafety of his empire, to the 
exertions of his illuftrious Confort. 

Peter fent many young men to travel into 
foreign countries, for their improvement in lan<- 
guages and in arts. If they returned without 
having made the progrefs that might naturally 
have been expefted from them, he put them into 
the menial ofEces of his palace, as fcullions, 
fire-lighters, &c. and occafionally made buffoons 
of them, in revenge for their idlenefs and negledl 
in not well employing the talents committed to 
their care. 

Hevifited France in 1717; and on quitting 
that country, in which he had been treated with 
the greateft attention and refpeft, obferved with 
apparent regret, that it was haftening toward its 
ruia by the extreme luxuly which prevailed in it. 

* 

This energetic Monarch took all the pains and 

ufed all the means poffible to become intimately 

7 acquainted 
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Acquainted with every thmg proper for a man 
who ruled a greatt and uncivilized Empire to 
knowi He entered himfelf into the detail of all 
the art8 ufeful to mankind. That of fhip-build- 
ing feems to have been his favourite ftudy. To 
acquire a knowledge in this very ufeful art for a 
great and commercial Empire, he worked as a 
comriion fliip-carpenter in the docks of Amrter- 
dam, and came over to England, where he was 
received with great kindnefs and hofpitality by 
William the Third, who procured for his reli- 
dcnc^ the hoiife of Mr. John Evelyn^ the learned 
arid ingenious author of " Syiva," called Say^i 
Court*, neat the yard of Deptfwd^and appomted 
the Duke of Leeds to. attpnd him. One dayi 
5kftq^,:he had vifited the magnificent Hofpital of 
Greenwich, he went to St. James's Palace to dinet 
with King Wiiliam : that Princ^ alked him ho\^ 
he liked Greenwich Hofpital ? " Extremely well; 
^^ Sir," replied the Czar -^ " and'if I were per- 
*f jjiitted to advife your Majefty, Ifhould re^ 
*^' commend Xo. you. to remove, yoiir Court 
" thither, ^d convert your palace into an hof^ 
" pital." Peter expreffed great fatisf^ptftion to 

' * Say's dourt was famous for the extremely thick and 
high, holly hedges that were in the gardens. There is a 
tradition in the family, that Peter ufed'occafionally to have 
himfelf trundledl'thiUugh them in a wheel-barrow^ Mn 
flvelyn hia^ftlf| iq <* Sjhnif' feams Ito hint at this. 

\YOi.. MI. o King 



King WtlBam on the, gtojenJ, apg^(^|^^ee of . hl» 
metropolis. " But Sir," feid he> « I akn ^iitf^r 
<' all tilings pleafed with the fimpUdt^p, meefe. 
^^ Pf&y and modefty dat prevail ih the dtisfk ^ 
,*« the ticheft nation of/Europe.**^ Peter oltqi 
mentioned to die En^rlifli I^obl^bcn obd 6:«d|Bb 
Dftea wha attended kuri^ that, he pu^fdd^ tp 
make a fecond jcnimey to Engkmd) as Ik foviid 
id that conntry fo ^eat a niunber «f ihftruSii^ 

ohjo^s* . . f 1 : 

1^ his Maj^fty\ old Libnay hi the :^^r«^ 
Park there is a porttait of this gr^ Prince^ -b^ 
Sir Godfrey Khetter ; it correfpolids KtA^t^ 
the foUdwxng defcr^tion of INrtqr'd perfpi^p, 4l 
IJfven by that inftritaive traviell8r» 1^. B«ill^ J(f 
Auchtenfioay : ^V Hi& Mstjcfty^ p^f<m '. ^ 
•* graceful, tall, and \^ mads^i Iiq ittj^^;^ 
^' plain b his appareli he grtiq^^ 
<' EngHfli drabHToioured fir^d^^ ilettnr^aig^^ 
«' in a ch-efs4uit of clpa^(^^U8de& «ii^^;g^ 
/< feftmis aittt hokdays,^ on w^ Md^imR te 
^ was iometimesc^effed in laced dbtf^^^t^^ 
«^ fort he was not owner" of ^^x»r«^ree 4tt'fpik 
^ fuits. When he was dreffisd he wore the 
^^ Order (rfStJ Andrew J at other dtti^i lie Ri|4 
^< no badge or ma^k of any Order on \ih penb)^» 
" When he went about the town fay 4aml^iic 
^s made ufe of aft o^ tm^y^h^^ 



'•^'cnaife, attended by two foldiefg or grdomii 
•* ^o rode bcfbrC) and a page, who fometimes 
** ftood behind the chaiC?, and often fat in it with 
^ his Majdly, and drove him* He rpfe even in 
^ tfie winter*-tlme before four o'clbck, and was 
•^ pften in his c;^bin^t by three, when fwo private 
^' fecretaries and certain clerks were in conftant 
*' attendance.** ■ ' ^ ' I - ■ ' 
^- '■■•■•> ■ ■ - -J 

Peter feems to have loved his fubjefts with the 

attention of a friend, as well as with the affedion 

irf a fe^en Hie was anxious for their pleafure 

^ind amufement, as well as for thdr improvement. 

'fe^came one day to the Gardens of Petel-fbur^h^ 

csdfed ' Catherihe's hardens, in honour of tjife 

Emprefs, which he had laid out himfelf, and oh 

finding noperfon wa&ing in them, he aflced the 

reafon j one of the centinels anfwered, ** Sh^, it is 

^ b^caufe we have fuffferJKi no one to enter.*'—* 

>> And pray, Wodkhead/' replied the Czar* 

'togrily, ' ^ what wife-acre has given you thefc 

^ orders ^'*—^ Our Officers,' Sife,^' returned the 

t^tihfel. « 'What a pack of fools r iaid the 

%trnlfic6nt'Emperbr ; ^ could thefe people ima- 

^^^ gine that I had mude fo yafl a walk, and at fo 

^"* much expence too, for rayfelf alone, and not 

^ fdr the advantage of the public ?" The Czar, 

JoV* b^iig mvited by one of his Nobles to a 

Titnting'party, which was to terminate wirti tha 

o 2 huntiDg 
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hunting of the wild boar, replied,^ " Hunt, Sir; 
" as much as you pleafe, and make war on wild 
/^ t)eafts ; for my part, I cannot amufe myfelf in 
^ that manner whilft I have enemies to encounter 
*^ abroad, and refraftory fubjefts to bring into 
." order at home." 

Peter the Great knew no game of cards 
except a common Dutch game, at which he 
played occafionally amongfl: his Officers military 
,and naval ; and he reftrided the (lake to a fmail 
.fum, and made an edift, which declared that he 
who loft more than that fum was under no 
obligation to pay. Of perfons who were fond 
of gaming this great man. ufed to fay, that they 
had no tafte for any thing ufeful, and that they 
.(Jj^voted their time and talents to the purpofes 
ofgrofs avarice. 

The Czar, when^-he retired to reft, ;was iH 
general completely fatigued with the toils of the 
day, and .gave ftrift orders that he fliould never 
be awaked unlefs. in :cafe of fire. . When any 
accident of that- kind happened, there was ^ 
ftanding order given to roufe him at the fiirft ap- 
peavance of it, and his Majefty wa$ frequently the 
fir ft perfpn that affifted at the fire, remaining 
tKere and giving the neceffary orders, until the 
danggr was over. Nearly the laft aft. of this 
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g|ieat Matiai-di*6 life was an effart'ta fave the-' 
Hves of fome of his fubjefts, ' In^a Very^ilitiifln- 
llate of "his -health the Czar was in atoai vffiiing' 
IbAe ^orks-that were carrying oiv'Tffear 'R^fei-f- 
burgh ; he faw at fome diftance a veflel^'fuirof - 
foldiers and failors, in danger of periiliing ; the 
iC^aCb^t Ws " clou3y^ ?tlle fea rdugh,-* ind the 
violence of the waves had already driveii^tKe veflel 
qii a faad. The- Cza/immediately-ft5(if a*bbat to' 
thfikiaffiflaince; but^ notwithftanding the efforts 
of^tHeicrew^ihey could not get the veflel afloat.' 
TtieL»Eiiq)dror, awicnefs of this diftreffirig fpec- 
tade, and. thinking 2iat they did not exeirt them* 
felires fuffidently to fave 'their brethren frbm the 
fijry^af the waves, .xook the fefolutiotf of- gcAig' 
hini&l£:to.:fiheir' affi/laiice, and finding that his 
boat could lior j^dvance to the fliore-oA account* 
of thfc fand-banks, b6.x^^kdtd into the ^iktfe^ up to 
I)is knees, and reached the boat that was aground. 
The prefence and the example of -the beneficent 
Sovereign made every one redouble'his 'efforts ;' 
the boat was foon got off, and the perfons if con. 
tained were faved. The next day the C;Bar was 
taken with a Ihivering fit, which was followed 
with a return of his old diforder, a very horrid 
internal difeafe, of which he never recovered ; 
acute and unremitting pain indicated the ap-* 
proaching death of this friend of his country, to 
03 y^hicri} 



\rtfch hi feTigfi^d htmfelf witb the moSt heraio. 
fiiTOiid&i tvo mftntbs aft^r th^ 6»entofl df on* 
of the mad heroie a^s 0f bcMvokpcs^ ^nit 
faiftory has e^er cGokcraifA ip th« yi^eftory 4MI 
^mi]1kti0n of manl^d* 

The :bit^ Ei^»r«fe:Qf ,:Rj#% 4li..a Ictt* « 

f< ydw fw yfiw gapqc of ifiitir the Gj^cat. If^- 

, " .wh<m ^ti ha4 h€gwt jpfjitmriit I h»d bfv^ 

*f. what I MOi.MWi I ^wpuW feaye feat you fiinis 

V €urk>iii«.!Q<Q|tioi;$rehti.irfe.$^^ . One cspagbt 

'^ iadeed fpeak too highly of the fgitdm ttf that 

^^ great ln?ai. I am aboitf ^o pabUffi iboiebrigmal 

<>^ fettets of ii^> which. I.have beeft pickiikg vf 

">« - every vbeye. He has^dmi^ his o^ chatauasBr 

«< in them ;* the tUpft ej^cell^t tr^t of faiiihqiaidcr 

'^ is, thai HI fpite of his vicdent paffiona, ^fh 

^ << dways mwiafot^d t)vtf him. a iirv)er-*finluig^ 

w^< afcoaMdmcyr and for ^lis^ ali^ie^ I ^^^M^ h& 

*« deferved a ftat^e/' ^ 
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VJTMERINE THE SECOND, 

tMPHESS OF RUSSIA. ' 
^17.6^ 1796,3 

l^AiSMms fo ahrwcedeof ti%i^8^ti€f extenfive 

1Empir<)b 7%e tifanfl^don ^f it iftO^ Pr^ikfe ix/te 

%M{{^*Biittd[t<rt)&fbTd at Aim under the anclen 

J^Mr of ^at t^uAtry. TKe t\i^ fi>lkmihg 

'ftiUaiciJS^wovM to^eeffili^ taiife &e prohibi^oii : 

: . 5^ lawy <3 o i»i ni o6t igiopld be fo coaftkutcd^ 
r ^ that one dtizea flibuid have no teafon to' fear 
: ^-anddier citizeit; init tlxat'all men ftould fear 
-** the Laws« 

../^-^^ Idwa <Hight'Oidy:iapsohifait:thofe dungs 
' ^< ittuEtniaycaiife mifchief to U^e^individual^ or to 
" fodety in general/' ' •,;^ . . . 

Catherine compofed two Comedies, of the 
dialogue of which Voltaire fpeaks well. Thfi title 
of one of them is " The In4)oftor ;" a ridicuk 
upon the notions of animal magnetifm, the~power 
of raifing the dead, and the philofopher's ftone, 
that have fo long and fo ihamefuUy prevailed ia 
Europe. She appears to have read Sen Jonfon's 
04 •• Aldby 
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" Alchymift :*' the principal charadcr of The 
Impoftor is called Califalkgerftan. The Em^ 
prefs bought the Houghton Colleftion of PHftures 
for fomething alcove g5^ooLy and had the merit 
of introducing into her country thofe excellent 
models in art, which fhould have been preferred 
for tht uf(f of the flnidept^,of;.a celebrated: Aca- 
demy, of Pjifliting in' this kingdom, . which does 
jiot p(Jflfeffl|'on$ foreign^pifturefor ^heir?imii.8tionf... 

^ » . ....... : 

^* Yoy arc aftpmftied,^*'iays the Emprefi^ in 
writing to Voltaire, ppojpt thp. occafioii, ,*?.that I 
*^ fhould buy piftures. I, perhaps,- fhould have 
f* done bielt^ not to haw boughrtheift ;* yet, 

-?.••;•»' '• . > ^ <. • ^5 ',. r.r: • 

* liorr JX)rford fays ^ in th< preface to the CJatalogue ^of hfs 
colledlion at Strawbcny-hill — " Having lived unhappijy tq 
** fee the nohkjf fcbcol of printing that this kingdom ever be- 
** held, tranfported almoft out of the fight of Europe, it 
f* would be^a'ftrange fafcination,!TV»y» ^ *ptal infcirfibjlity to 
*' the pride of family, and the njqral rc^fledions that wounded 
** pridt commonly feVls, to expci^ that a paper fabric, and 
<* an afferablage of curious trifles i^adc by an infignlficant 
*« perfon, (honld laft, or be treated with more veneration 
'^ .^nd fefpe(5^ than the txophicsof a-palacf , depofited in it 
" by ope of the beft and wifeft >Iinifler8 that this country 
•* has enjoyed." Lord Orford, from a pious zeal for his 
jfether's nwmoi^, has jn thie extra6^ permitted himfelf to 
decry hia^wn exquiiittC' 9plIe6lio.ft' pf pidurqs and (ruria/uies 
at Gtra\vben7-hill, 4 cpUcAion unrivalled for its excellence 
and vajicty, hi which thenian of tafte, the antiquarian,* and 
even the mere lover of rarities, will find fomething to arreft 
iiis atteniia4.aAd gratify-'his peculiarlurn of mind. 

" you 
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*< yowknow, an opportunity once loft is not* 
^^ ofben regain^. . But my money is not con^' 
'* founded with that of my Empire ; and, hy 
*' method and order, every thing may be done. 
*^ I fpeak from experience/' 

^^ But,'ak» !" fays Ihe, in <^ieakiag lo M. de . 
Voleaire refpeding her Code* of Laivsy-** THifcfe' 
<* LaT^s^ about which tJiere.isTib mucb.talkj-^ 
^* thefe Laws are not yet fim'flied; who then 
«* can judge,' whetbeff they are good fof"a!iy 
*' thing ? Pofterity, not ourfelves, muft decide 
^' that quetiion^ Conceive, I beg you, that they 
<^ are made for Europa.and for Afiai ..vdbaba* 
f' difference of cHmate, of perfons, of ciiftpirife^' 
*^'ahd even of ideas ! Behold me now m A^ ^ 
f^ i wifhed to fee every thing with my own ey^es j 
^* I am amongft twenty different Nations totally^ 
" at* variance with each other j I muft ftill make 
*^ them a' drels that will ferve them all. fmay^ 
<^ perhaps, find out fome general principles ;- .but 
ff for the details, (aud what details I was going' to 
f fay,) I have nearly an univerfe to form, to 
ff unite, and to preferve !*' 

«< Laws,*' continues this great Le^flatrefsj|* 
^' are made for all perfdns ; all perfons are obliged. 
f ^ to conform to them : they ftiould then be 
*f drawn up in iuch a manner that all perfons 

'^ may 



c^ tfugr luuiefflftnd tiwtt. The ft^it ttf diete 
^^ ihoaid be fiinid6*a]id icoiidfe,attd adnkltf d6 

'. ' . - ....... m"' '• 

> ' ^ Alt law fliouk! -bi \nrittai In dear ad8 
^' predfe terms ; but there are none in whieh^ the 
^ iafoy of the Ub}€& is more concerned ^an in 
>v thofe nnde aga^ TreafDn :> tttey JhMlif be 
« fcetdiady • debr^ ^uidl predfe. KotfaiAg -kdA^ 
- ^ ' ■" '- •■'-•^^' -• - ^'^ 

Adyocate for a new promulg^tioa 9f tbe ^t^gtief «^» 
it Is to be hoped, meet with that encouragement Irom the 
JjcpHsLtva^ to which it is fo weH cntftled. << For this 
^ omrfrtifial haa^g op of ' Laws '«HUik)tt€ ^dagtMng them,** 
^f% JjwA BacoAt ^4iiak€.thlbiit'«,diaof aofl c<mfiilftt| 
^ aod-tumeth the Laws many times, to beqome but.foaiYi 
•» to the peopk, as is (aid in the Scripture, * Pluetfufer eos 
^ ttfrnait nam non Jtmt p^ores laqud guam laquti Legum^j^ 
'li'^^MI therefore this wiuit X dfceem to be iiiABed aSoo^ 
. '1^ .^ghtlf btrokd*^ ^"^^ lovcx of ^ coufitfy |i^ wifii 
to be j^Ie to add in the words of the Ijune gfcat.fna^* 
^ That there cannot be a work that his- Majefly can 
^ mdlettake in thefe his tims %f fimce more |>oh'tic, more 
«<-hmi#iirabk, aor ippn' beiw^qal to. hji fjAjoEls far sft 
.<• ages* • -' • " -..'.•' i 

** Pace data in terrisy animmn aJ ftvUia vtr^p [^ ^ • 
** Jurafuum^legefque tulU ju/iljjimui au8or, 

>*** War's fffoiid now.fhcatb'd, the SoTevergn lurnsbtt muid 
L <f To ci^il works, vthlch benefit mankind j ' 
:?'. Amends the Laws, and with paternal care 
» ffWUds them ftiB his people to enfoare.*^ > 

Lmd'9sCfm*s Sfied en /i&r f/Wofi ^Hi^wk 

■ -4 « tributjs5i 



*i:laibmm to isUtkr iib» cHm9 ef l^«ifefi lb 
^\»x\AmxTff» ipObw it rdaKdt lo wurcb^ ^Td 
^« implicate tnj otber cmm oader ih«t of Tug^ 
'« fon/' adds this digmfied LegiiIatK&, *< is to 
#1 diaiidi&thehwforvliKlitM^tiim 
^^ iaJ^VEcq*^ 

, ? It 13 b&m to pvyytnt^orimffs^jhw tOfMifit* 
^ th^BU Would '^ |Mreitf;,<iimes»: tafceaB: 
^' poifible meaas to 'enSigfatea tiK people ! Pa^. 
f« iiiilimatt3 ihc^iritf be 4>ocdjr> ]tf<>fntMied t(r 
<*thcr crime, and publico 

. ^^ The moft efficadous preventive of crimes Is 
V not the iewtity * vof thefvimifliiMnt^ tbUtlfie 
*-tertfeifityrfit, r . -r 

."■'^'' %b&ds»h «f a a&nioal k^Uhftmrnfal 

'f tl^ Itiiig and idifUng exumpSe dff a critttinal de- 

••' << There are fome. penal Laws/' (ays Lord Bacoii» in 
)us Propofal for amendingr the Laws of England, << fit to 
I* be retained ; but their penalty Is too great ; and it ia 
f* ever a n^e, that any over-great penalty (befidea the 
f* acerbity of it) deadens the execution of the Law« 
If There ia a further inconvenience of penal Laws obfolete 
<< and out of ufe ; for they bring a gangrene negleft and 
M habit of diibbedience upon other wholfdfooie hwa that are 
l< fit to be continued in pradice aod execution ; fo that our 
#< laws endwre the torment of Mezentiui.'' 

}4 ^J prived 



1^ CATHBMNF.THE iSJECOND.^ 

*5 .priyfid of his liberty ; and makiiig an expiatton; 
'6 t>y thfe .labour af iheiremainder of his Hfe^fof ' 
'* the wrongs fae.has .done to Society. .: *' 
1 • / . . ^ ...*.. . ' * : ^» 

Y ** l^iexoTTuptiorixjfEvfery Government alwa}S» 
*' begins by that of its principles. The4)rinciples' 
*' of good Government begin to be corrupted, 
<f notxxBiy .when the National chasa&er and the 
*l*.fpifit» of equality:, which riie La\vb- have ptc-^ 
*-* duded * are gone ;ibuf:lhey are corrupted ilike^* 
55r^fe"when the fplrit.pf ^dqtialityubetsancs tod* 
*' ftrong, and every one wriflies'to be equal to hiiTi'^ 
^'^ whom the Law has decreed to be his fuperior. 
■ , ::'■ . '-^ .•:^ . i : .: '. v - " -' 

•. ^ :IfltbeiSovereign^»as well as the MagiftrateS* 
" and the perfons in authority,»t:eafe.to:bc re* 
'* fpefted ; if no particular regard is paid to old 
?, • l^ocfonsy : to , fathers.; aiid to' motbef s, npr * to 
'.* . ittafters ^ the .State in which this tak^. place i8> 
***! jrioft .affuredly htiftening on very ragidly tcr its* 
*' rwn.^^'^In/irudions pour le Code des Loix. 
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KINGDOMS. 



GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, 

' * KIKG OF SWEDEN. 

c I]r6n — 1632.3 

This great General was certainly one of the 
-Heroes of the laftcentury— a century abounding 

in Heroes V his ccfu^age, his force oE.mind, his 
integrity, and his piety, well entitling him to that 

dignified appellation, ... 

• - - 

. In one of his letters to Louis XIIL of France, 
who had written to him to exprefs his fdrrow at 
being toJd that he was dejeded on account of 
.Wallerifteia's fuccefles.in the field againftiim, he 
fays, ** I am not fo ill at my eafe as nly' enemies 
>* wiih to give .out. .1 have troops enough to 
." oppofe to them, and troops which will never 
'" lofe. their courage but with their life. We 
,« fldrmifli together every day ; and I think that 
." Wallenftein begins now to experience what 
" troops well difciplined and courageous can do, 
« efpecially when they fight for fo noble a caufe 
" as that of generalUherty, and defend Kings a»d 
... - " Nations 



ao6 CU8TAVU* Avozpnvu. 

^< Nations who are grbaning vmitx the yoke d^ 
** tyranny and pcrfeutidn/' 

*Wbcn the tdwn of I^ndfliot m Bavaria fur- 
rendered to him at difcredon, the principal inha« 
l>itants of it Ml dowa ti^xf thdr knees before 
hhn» and pre&nted iuni ^th the keys of thdr 
toim. « Rile;^ife/* fid4he> *^it is your duty td 
^ M uppn yont :knee> ta-God, and not to ii^ 
^. £rail and feeble a mortal as I am/' 



..-Ottflwus^ jdiffisra^yfirokixMr modem G«i«ii^ * 
alst oeror lengaged in wy tMKde ^^richom £1^ 
laraying.at fhr-.head of ^e; t»Mps he was atbbiii to 
lead toward the enemy, fomeliflMs v^th and foQi^« 
^01^ without book. This done, he ufed to thun- 
jidt jQut in a Srong and energetic maimer {^me 
l&ermailhymn or pfalm,i]k whkh he was ft)He^«i«d 
t>y his whole army. (The eiSaar df ti^k <!haatt 
4cidi iliirty ^ foity tteu£mki mioes iff unSfoii was 
wondekfal ott^eiRPibk.) Immedtiaiteiy before the 
batde of Lutsen^ fo &tal to honfelf, butib honour* 
•Ur tgtlbsifm^r^ jur TbdE^ the cvanflatioh df 
4i» forty^fixlh pfiftm; HWde by Liith^ wheni hj; 
fAffti: a.prifcmer.inti» f^rtrefs^Ciobour^, whidh 
dkgins^Oadi8 6ttr*rongcaiae/^ Thetniitf- 
^fllfcand dsumsioimediately ftruck iip^ an^ were 
aiccQmpamed by the minifters and all the toidieirs 
lathearmy. To this fucceeded a hymn made by 
.r, Guftavua 



19vtStm» bMidfi jwhidk began, « % ieu HtxU 
** array, fear toddnag, Aodgfa diy nvneroot is»a. 
^ meaime ftirtSrn thy ruin.'* The word given 
]»]f jd»»,Kai{ finr ihat day -was, "iSijAbe ^rithnt.- 

;. 1|k Miii«fa^$ t)( lam Xm:tiaig «f Vtmt^ 

IM: ^. KiH^ ,6£49«Md»i colder hifi)>toti6kioK. 
GufftavTM fpInadtyaBetitfedK:^I?iaKe tex)OcaJSoil 
** for any prote£tion but that of God, and I^defi(e 
.*< fi<r ot^ rAAer God ladcno^ledge iia<f)4)6* 
.*f ripr^ :gi)d I ^^A. to-owe the Auxefe of any anas 
,** ^p my ^01^ and. «iy good c(ndtt£l alone.'* 

,nul(» » c«^&r«iice.'lte had with die Miaifter fiook 
«ir^«iMH $W H^ary Vwe, whom fas fiq^offi 
$^J^y« j»«|a/b^b<d by the Court of ;8paii^ 'm. 
^J^l9»!fl>mw^i0»S h^ ia^a snaaaer v/Udk he 
^d m^^9%- in ftid ^ hm ia i.:ttia» «:Sir, i d* 
f^.pgi «MMia04,)i<Mit,^ yOtt talk <S^)aailb/^ 
•i.'i V. ..' .". v.v' :.... '. ! :...•■ 

X^edyoluntarilyforpay, t&thofc vboireMav^ 
Mp4 by the authority of Covcmmqit in theh^ 
tffHi wptry. « A ioted,** -fi^iie, **ihat ia 
^'^raSStid by Ibite to tba field Aever4Miaft 
.•^naelL'' • 



fto8 GUSTAVUS ilDOLPHUS. 

' In one of his journies he was accoftcd bf 
a Student in Latin, who defired him to permit 
him to ferve in his cavalry. " Be it fo, Sir," 
replied the King ; " an indifferent fcholar may 
** make a very good foldier. But why. Sir, 
'^* do you wifli to difcontinue your ftudies?" 
« Ala« ! Sire," feid the Student, " I prefer arm» 
^ to books/* — "Ah! man," returned the King^ 
who fpoke Latin very fluently, and who was 4 
good claflical fcholar, " I fee what it is— it is a^ 
^ Horace fays, 

•• Optat ephippta hs piger : optat arare cahallus* 

u The flow dull ox gay trappings wants ; 
** To plough the fiery courfcr pants/* 



» 



Ouftavus nfed to lay, " that a man niade a 
better foldier in proportion to his being a bet* 
*^ ter Cliriftian." He ufed alfo to fay, « That 
*^- there were noperfons fo happy as thofe who 
*• died in the pei-formance of their duty/* It 
was welt faid ^f his own death, "He died witii 
" his fword in his hand, the word of command 
^ in hi#mouth,* and with vidory in his imagina<> 
« tidh/' ■ 

, This monarch thus conckides a letter which 
he wrote to his irichd and Minifter Chancdlof 
Oxenftiern, not long before he was affaifinaied 
at the battle of Lutzen : 
^^ " However 



&tT§TAVU3 ADOlPHtTS; ^09 

^' However the caufe be good and juft, the 
** event of lyar is uncertain on account of oitr 
** fin8. Who then can count upon the life of 
^' man ? Wherefore I eihort and intreat you, 
" for the love of Chrift, not to be intimidaCed, 
^^ though every thing (hould not fucceed aa we 
^^ wiih. I, in the ftrongeft manner, recommend 
^^ to you the remembrance of myfelf and the good 
'-' of my iamily, and rtqueft you to do for me 
7 and mine what you would wiih Godto do for 
" you and yoiirs, and what you would wiih that 
** I (hould do for you and yours, in the like fitu- 
** ation, if it were his pleafure that I fliould fur* 
"* viVe, and that your family flood in need of 
** my afliftance. I confider myfelf a^i having 
" governed our country twenty years, not indeed 
** without many cares, but (God be praifed) witfi 
^' a great deal of honour ; loving and efteeming 
^\ our country and all its faithful fubjefts, and 
*'- having facrificed, for their glory, my life, my 
*' moneys and iny eafe ; and having fought in 
" this world no other treafure but to fulfil the 
^' dudes of that flation in which it has pleafed 
" God to caufe me to be borm 

<' If any accident (hould happen to the^ my 

" family are objeds of compaffion for my own 

" fake as well as for other reafons: they are 

*« females :. a mother without advice, a daughter 

VOL. 111. P " extremely 
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^* extremely young ; nearly in the nurfe's arms, 
** wretched if they govern themfelves, and in 
" danger if other perfons govern them. Natural 
" affeftion and tendemefs force thefe lines from 
^' my pen, which I addrefs to you who are an 
" inftttiment that God in his mercy has given 
** me, not only to affift me in the very moment- 
** ous aflfairs in which I have been concerned, 
<' but alfo to manage them againlt any accident 
*' that may happen, and to fupport me in every 
" thing that I hold moft dear in this world, I 
*' truft, however, entirely to his holy will my 
" life and every thing that he has given me, 
*' relying upon his blefling in this life, and hop- 
" ing, after this life, peace, comfort, and eter- 
«' nal joy. The fame I wifli to you in his ap- 
« pointed time and feafon. I remain, and ihall 
'^ remain as'long as I live, 

" Your kind and afFeftionate 

" GusTAvus Adolphus. 
" Goldreau^ Dec. 4, 1630.** 

Guftavus having, on fome occafion, told his 
great Chancellor Oxenfticrn, that he was coM 
and phlegmatic, and that he flopped him in his 
career, the Prime Minifter replied, ** Sire, in- 
^^ deed I own that I am cold ; but unlefs I had 
" occafionally tempered and moderated your 
" heat^ you would have been burnt up long ago*** 



t an 3 
CHRIST INJ, 

QUEEN OF SWEDEH, 
[1632—1654.] 

This fingular Princefs left behind her in manui 
fcript an account of her life^ dedicated to the 
Great Author of it himfelf. It is to be met with 
in the third volume of the ponderous Memoirs of 
Chriftina publiflied by M. Archenholtz. She 
Ikys, " that (he addreffes the account of her life 
" to the Author of her being, as having been, by 
** his grace, the one of his creatures that he has 
*' the moft favoured ; that he has made fubfer- 
" vient to his glory, and to her happinefs, the 
" vigour of her mind^ and that of her body, 
*' fortune, birth, and greatnefs, and every thing 
" that can refult from fo noble an affemblage of 
** eminent qualities; and^that to have made her 
** an abfolute Sovereign over the tnoft brave and 
'* the moft glorious Nation upon earth, is moft 
" affuredly the fmalleft of the obligations fhe hasv 
" to hiiti } lince, after having beftowed upon her 
"all thefe bleflings, he had called her to the 
*' glory of making the moft peffeft facrifice (as 
" (he ought to do) of her fortune and of her 
<* fplendor, to reftore g^lorioufly to him what he 
« had with fo much goodnefs lent to her/' 

T 2 Chriftina 
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Chriftina wrote feveral Centuries of Masim^^ 
from which the following are extra£led : 

" A wife and a good man will forget the paft, 
" will either enjoy or fupport the prefent, and 
" refign himfelf to the future/' 

«* The Salique law, which exchides women 
*« from the Throne, is a wife law.** 

" Every favourite or Minifter that is not be- 
" loved by his Sovereign, is always in danger.** 

« The world is deceived when it fuppofes that 
" Printes are governed by their Minifters. How- 
" ever weak a Prince is, he has always more 
" power than his Minifter." 

'« Every thing that deftroys the efteem and 
,« refpeft which mankind naturally bear towards 
*' Princes, is mortal to their authority/* 

« Thofe persons who pretend to govern Princes 
« refemble the keepers of lyons and tygers, who 
** moft afTuredly make thefe animals play the 
« tricks they wifh them to play. At firft fight^ 
" one would imagine that the animals were com- 
" pletely fubfervient to their'keepers ; but when 
" they leaft expeft it, a pat of the claw, not of 
•^ the gentleft kind, fells the keepers to the 
<^ ground ; who then begin to find, that they 
" can never be perfeftly ceitain that they have 
♦* completely tamed the animals/* 

«The 



" The greater part of thofe who frequent tha 
'* Courts of Priaces, have no other intention bu< 
^^ to pleafe them, in prder the better to deceiy« 
** them.*' 

'^ If mankind would but take the trouble to 
*' confider attentively the important duties which 
*' it is incumbent on a Prince to perform, no oi\e 
" would ever envy them their fituation.** 

; " When men of rank become coachmen, 
f^ grooms, and cooks, they plainly ihew that 
^^ they are in the fituation for which natuie io- 
f' tended them," 

Chriftina raifed Salvius, a man of low birth but 
of great talents in negotiation, to the rank of 
Senator of Stockholm, a dignity at that time con- 
ferred only upon the Nobility of the country. The 
Senate murmured : Chriftina replied, *' When 
** good advice and tvife counfel Hs wanted, who 
^' looks for fixteen quarters ? In your opinion, 
*^ Salvius only wanted to have been nobly bom ; 
*' and h6 may be well fatisfied, if you have^no 
'^ other reproach to make him : the part requifite 
" in all employments of State is capacity/' 

A manufcript containing doubts of the fincerity 

of her converfion from Lutheranifm to Popery, 

was one day fent to her. She wrote upon the 

r 3 back 
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back of it, what may be well applied by thq 
principal aftors on many other occafions : " Cbi 
*^ lo. fa non fcrive : Chi lo fcrive non fa. — ^The 
** perfon who knows it, does not write ; he who 
V writes, kiiows notlpng of the matter." 

When Ihe heard of the perfecutions and of th^ 
dragonades permitted by Louis the Fourteenth 
againft the Proteftants of France, fhe faid, 
** Soldiers are very ftrange miffionaries indeed ! 
*• France,** added fhe, " is like a wounded perfon 
** who fiiffers that arm to be cut off which patience 
^* and gentle treatment would have cured.** 

** Death,** fays Chriftina, in a letter which fhe 
wrote to Mademoifelle Scudery a few months 
before ihe died, ^^ that is making his approaches 
*' towards me, and is always fure of his blow, 
** gives me no uneafinefs. I expeft it, without 
«* either braving or fearing it.* • 

Chriftina ordered thefe words only to be put 
dpon her monument : 

D, O. M. 

VJXIT CHRISTINA ANN. JLXII, 



l^^sl 



OXENSTIERN, 

CREAT CHANCELLOR OF SWEDEN, 

ufed to fay to his fon, " Vides^ mijili^ quam par* 
*' vuld fapientid Mundus ijie nojier regitur^.** 

Oxenftiem was Guardian to Chriftina Queen 
of Sweden, who thus delineates his charafter : 

" This extraordinary man poffeffed a great deal 
** of acquired knowledge, having been a hard 
'^ (ludent in his youth. He read even in the midft 
'^ of his important occupations. He had a great 
*' knowledge of the affairs and of the interefts of 
'^ mankind : he knew \h^ forte and th^ foible of 
" all the States of Europe : he poffeffed great 
" talents, a confummate prudence, a vaft capa- 
^^ city, and a noble foul : he was indefatigable : 
** he poffeffed a moft incredible affiduity and ap- 
^\ plication to buftnefs : he made it his pleafure 
^^ and his only occupation : he was as fober as 
" any perfon could be in a country and in an 
<' age when that virtue was unknown. He was 



• 



Mr. Dunning replied one day to a fnien4 of his, 
uAo aikcd him how he could get through the immcnfc 
}>ufinel8 with which he was loaded, '^ Much of it does 
^* itfelf, a little I dO| and the reli is undone/' 

p 4 "a fouJid 
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*^ a found fleeper, and ufed to fay, that nothing 
^^ had either prevented his fleeping, or awakene4 
•^ him out of his fleep, during the whole courfe 
*' of his life, except the death pf my father 
*' Guftavus, and the lofs of the battle of 
*^ Nordlingue. He has often told me, that 
^* when he went to bed, he put oflf his cares with 
♦* his clothes, and let them both go to reft till 
*^ the next morning. In other r^fpedls, he was 
^^ ambitious, but honeft, incorruptible, and a 
«f little too flow and phlegmatic. He was mad^ 
*^ great Chancellor of Sweden, by Charles the 
** Ninth, at the age of twenty-four years, the 
** only example of fuch a precocity in that 
*^ kingdom/^ 



DESCARTES. 



This great Philofopher, who was one of the 
profoundeft thinkers the wofld ever knew, ufecj 
to lie in bed fixtpen hours eyery day with the 
curtains drawn and the windows fliut. He 
imagined, that in that cafy and undifturbed fitu- 
ation he had more command over his mind thai^ 
V^hen it was interrupted by esrternal obje^s. 

Pefcarte^ 



Defcartes in very early life ferved as a volunteer 
in the army at the iiege of Rochelle, and in HoU 
land under Prince Maurice, He was in garrifoa , 
at Breda, when Bleerman propofed his celebrated 
mathematical problem. He gave the folution of 
It, and returned to Paris, where he continued his 
ftudies in mathematics and moral philofophy. 
The philofophy of Ariftotle being then the phi- 
lofophy in vogue in France, Defcartes, who was 
difladsfied with it, and who intended to attack it, 
retired to Amfterdain, to avoid any perfecution he 
might fuffer in his own country for not facrificing 
to the old and longrrevered idol of Peripateticifm* 
This produced the following letter to the cele^ 
brated Balzac, who had recommended to him to 
retire into fome Convent in the country, to purfue 
9X his eafe his heterodox intention. The letter 
from thi$ greatPhilofopher to his,ingenious friend, 
admirably defcribes the peace and tranquiUity 
which then prevailed in the metropolis of Hot 
land, the emporium of the world, and the feat of 
liberty and fecurity. 

** Since you have been infpired with a defire 
** to quit the world, my dear Balzac, and to bid 
^ adieu to a fervile Court, you muft excufe my 
«^ 2:eal if I invite you to come and fettle at Amfter- 
** dam, and to prefer the refidence of that city 
f< to any one of the fymom Francilcan or Carthu. 
7 ** fian 
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•* fian Monafteries (in which there are many good 
*^ and pious men) to any of the moft pleafant and 
" falubrious fituations of Italy, or even to that 
*^ beautiful hermitage in which you were laft year. 
** However perfeft your hermitage was, yet there 
*^ were feveral things wanting to it, which are only 
** to be found in great cities. To begin with only 
^ one defeft, it cannot poflibly poffefs that com-i 
** plete and* perfeft folitude which is never to be 
*^ met with out of a great city. You will in your 
" hermitage, perhaps, find a ftream that will com- 
•* pel the moft talkative perfon to be filent, and a 
*.* valley fo fecluded as to excite even the moft 
^ inattentive perfon to meditation or to extacy. 
^ But you muft ftill have there many neighbours, 
** who teize you with their offenfive vifits, and 
** who are continually inviting you to return to 
** Paris ; whilft, on the contrary, I, who am 
•^ perhaps the only perfon in this city who have no 
^^ concern in trade or commerce, (every other 
'f perfon here being abforbed in bufinefs,) can pafs 
«' my whole life here without being known to 
<« any one. I walk every day as undifturbed 
«' amidft the crowds of the anxious and hurrying 

* It (hoiild be remembered in favour of Defcartcs* 
opinion of the retirement of the metropolis, that three of 
the greateft efforts of the human mind were produced in 
London — the Effays of Lord Bacon, Sir Ifaac Newton's 
Optics, and Milton's Paradife Loft. 

" multitudpi 



^ multitude, as you can poflibly do m your foB^ 
^^ tary avenue of trees. Nor do I take any more 
'^ notice of the men that I meet than you do of the 
** trees in your woods, or of the animals feeding 
^* amongft them 5 the hum of the bufy multitude 
'* no more difturbs me than the murmuring of a 
'* rivulet. If ever I chance to turn my thoughts 
*' to the actions of the perfons who furround me, 
-•' I receive the fame pleafure from them that you 
^* do from thofe who cultivate the land about you 
*' in your neighbourhood, as I fee that all their 
" labours tend to the decoration of the place 
** where I live, that nothing may be wanting to 
" my pleafure or convenience. If it is any plea- 
" fure to you to fee fruit growing in your garden 
** or in your orchard, and that prefent itfelf to 
" the eyes of thofe who walk in them, do you 
^' think that I enjoy lefs pleafure in beholding the 
*^ fhips that ride in this port, bringing with them 
" all the fruits of the Indies, and whatever is rare 
«* or precious in Europe ? What place in any 
** part of the world can you chufe, in which 
« every convenience of life, and in which even 
^f every thing that nicety itfelf can dignify with 
«^ the name of curious, can be more eafily pro- 
<« cured? In what other fituation is there 
f^ greater liberty ? Where is there fafer fleep ? 
<* "VVhere is there lefs occafion for troops to 
^« keep order and regularity ? Where are poifon- 



<^ ing, treachery, calumny, Ie& known than with 
^* us, where ther^ arc even veftigesof the film- 
^* plicity of the Golden Age f I cannot gue& 
'^ why you contmue fo tranfported with the 
^^ climate of Italy, where the plague but too 
'^ often make$ its ravages, where the heat in the 
^' middle of the day is ijftolerable, where the 
'^ cool of the evening is unwholefome, and where 
^^ the filent hour of midnight is polluted \idth 
^' murder and with robbery. If 'you ar^. afraid 
^^ of the coldnefs of the Netherlands, pray tell 
^' me what (hade, what fpring^, can fo completely 
^^ remedy the fervid heat of your fummer fun, as 
<^ our (loves and our grates defend us from the 
^' rigour of the cold. I hope then to fee you here 
f^ foon. I have a fmall collection of my meditations 
^ to ihew you, which perhaps you may like to 
•' fee. Whetheryou come or not, believe me to be 
^' Your moft humble 

^^ and obedient fervant, 

" Desoartes* 
^< Amjierdam^ Sept. 30, 1638.*' 

Count D'Avaux offered Defcartes a penfion, 
which he refufed, telling this great Negotiator, 
after returning thanks for his generous offer, 
^« The Public alone fhould pay what I do for 
^< the Public.*' His Biographer fays, that 
Defcartes became rich by dimiiufhing his ex^ 

pencesn 
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pences, and that whild he remained in Holland, 
he always wore a plain fuit of black cloth. 
** At his table," adds he, " in imitation of 
** the good-natured Plutarch, he always pre- 
*' fcrred fruits and vegetables to the bleeding 
^' flefli of animals. Hi^ afternoons were fpent 
** in the converfatioti of his friends, and in the 
** cultivation of a fmall garden, when the wea- 
*' ther permitted. After having in the morning 
** fettled the place of a planet, in the evening 
** he would iimufe himfelf with watering a 
** flower." His health was naturally delicate, 
and he took care of it, without being enflaved 
by that care. " Though," fays he, in one 
of his letters, ^* I have not been able to find 
** out a method of preferring life, yet I have 
*' arrived at one point of no lefs confequence, 
*« and that is, not to be afraid of death." 

Defcartes, who was naturally of a warm and 
lively difpofition, took great pains to command 
his temperj and ufed to fay, that to the con- 
trol under which he had been able to brins: 
his pafl|ions by early and continual attention to 
the regubtion of them, he was indebted for 
that feretiity and tranquillity of mind which 
^tributed fo greatly to his happinefs. 

Defcartes* 
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Defcartes' favourite device was " Ben^ qui 
" latuit^ bene vixit;'' and he ufed to fay per- 
petually, '' I value my independence at fo high 
.« a rate, that all the Sovereigns in the world 
" cannot purchafe it from me.'* Yet fo diffi- 
cult is it even for Philofophers not to be flattered 
by the attention of Princes, that Defcartes wag 
.prevailed on by the foHcitations of Chriflina 
Queen of Sweden, at an advanced age, and ia 
' very delicate health, to tranfport himfelf to the 
rude climate of Stockholm*, to become the 
preceptor of that Angular Princefs. His refi- 
dence in that cold couiitry, joined to his being 
obliged to attend the Princefs every morning 
in her library, even in the winter, at five 
o'clock, to give her leflbns, undermined a 
health too precious to be wafted upon a vain 
and capricious woman. He was foon feized 
with an inflammatory fever, in confequence of 

* This appears ttie more extraordinary, as Defcartes had 
Wntten to M. Chanut, the French AmbafTador at the 
Court of Sweden, (who was the negotiator between Chrif-^ 
tina and the Philofopher, ) in the following terms: "A 
*« man," fays he, " born in the Gardens of Tourainc, and 
*^ fettled in a country (that of Holland) where there is 
*• indeed lefs honey, yet more milk than in the Land of 
«* Promife, cannot eaiily bring himfelf to quit that coun^ 
«* try, to go and live in one inhabited by bears, and fur- 
•• rounded with rocks and ice." 

thia 
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this change in his manner of living, and became 
delirious; exclaiming in that fituation, when 
the Phyiicians propofed to let him blood, 
** Mejfteurs^ ipargnez le fang Fran^oisy je votes 
" enfupplie:' 

Defcartes is defcribed by one who knew him, 
as a man of fmall ftature, rather of a dark com- 
plexion, with a countenance of continual fe- 
renity, and a very pleafing tone of voice. He 
was extremely liberal, an excellent friend and 
a kind mader,. and fo little fenfible to refent- 
ments, that he ufed to fay, ** When any perfon 
" does me an injury, I endeavour to elevate 
« my fnind fo high, that the injury cannot 
*' reach it.*' Defcartes had applied himfelf a 
little to the ftudy of medicine, and like many 
other ingenious men, who do not make a regular 
profellion of an art fo complicated though fo 
highly ufeful to mankind, and which depends 
fo much upon experience and obfervation, oc* 
cafionally fell into grofs errors. The flomach 
he ufed to compare to the refervoir of a corn- 
mill, which if not continually fupplied with freih 
aliment, is deftroyed by the trituration of its 
own mufcles. He was therefore, in order to 
prevent this fuppofed mifchief, continually maf- 
ticating fome light and innutritions fubflance# 

That 
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That fabiime genius and excellent man PcLfoilf 
in fpeaking of the philofophy of Defcartes, fitys^ 
« I can never forgive Defcartes. He was very 
** anxious throughout the whole of his philo- 
" fophy to do without a Rrft Caufe ; yet he 
«' could not prevent himfelf from giving it a 
« gentle fillip, lA order to put the world in 
«* movement, and there he leaves it.*' Father 
Paulian, an Ex-Jefuit of Avignon, wrote ai 
book intitled " Le Paix entre Defcartes it 
«« T^wtm ;" but like moft other negotiators who 
are not m tlie fecret of thofe for whom they 
negotiate, and more efpecially when they are 
not commiffioned by them, by no means carries 
his kind intentions into executioiu 

Defcartes had for his pupils three PrincefleSi 
and though he died in the fefvice of Chriftina, 
he ever preferred the Princefs Elizabeth*, daugh-^ 
•fer of Frederic the Fifth, to her j at which the 
vain and infolent Chriftina was not a little 

* fiUzabcthf eWeft daughter of Frederic V. Eleftor 
i^alatine and King of Bohemia, by Anne, daughter of 
James the Firft, King of England. She rcfufed to marry 
Ladiflaus the Seventii, King of Poland. She was Abbefii 
of the rich Proteftant Abbey of Henrordcn, which, under 
her influence, became one* of the firft {chook of the Car- 
te(ian philofophy. She died in i58o, greatly regretted b/ 
the men of learning of her time, whom fhe patronized^ 
without diftindion of country or of religion. 

offended* 
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feffended. Defcartes dedicated his " Principia** 
to the Princefs Elizabeth, and tells her in his 
JDedication, that he had never found any one 
except herfelf who completely underftood his 
philofophy. 

On the execudoD of Charles the Ilrft) uncle 
to this accompUihed and excellent Princefs, 
Ddfcartes wrote to her as follows : 

.*' MADAM, 

«' Amidft much bad news that I have been 
'^ fo unfortunate as to hear nearly at the fame 
" time, that which has the moft aflfefted me, 
»< has been the illnefs of your Royal Highnefs. 
" And though I have been made acquainted 
*^ with your recovery, I cannot quite eflface 
'• from my memory the forrow which the ac- 
" count of your illnefs gave me. The defire 
" that you felt within you to make verfes during 
« the time of your indifpofition, reminds me of 
« Socrates, who, according to Plato, had the 
" fame defire whilft he was in prifon. And I 
^* think that the inclination to make verfes arifes 
" from a ftrong agitation of the animal fpirits, 
** which may entirely derange the imagination 
« of thofe who have not a ftrong and a fteady 
" mind, but which only in a certain degree 
*^ animates and illumines perfons of a found 
VOL. III. Q^ " head. 
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^ head, and difpofes them to become poet^ 
^ And I take this enthufiaim to be the mark 
^ of an imderftanding more ftrong and more 
^ exalted than the conomon run of underftand* 
'' ings. If I were not well aflured that your!^ 
*' was of that defcription, I fhould have been 
*^ much afraid that you would have been ex« 
" trcmely afflifted with the news of the dread-r 
^' ftti cataftrophe of the tragedies of England* 
'* But I can promife to myfelf, that your High« 
" ncfe, fo long accuftomed to reveries of for- 
*' tune, and having fo lately incurred the riik 
*' of lofing your Kfe, will not be fo much fur- 
*' prized and troubled at hearing of the death 
«* of one of your near relations, as if you had 
** not been before acquainted with misfortune* 
«* And although the death of the King of Eng- 
*' land (however violent and unprecedented) 
•* feems to bear an afpeft much more horrid 
" than if his Majefty had died in his bed ; yet, 
«* taking all the circumftances together, it is 
" much more glorious, it is much more for- 
'" tunate, and it is much more pleafant; fo 
" that the very thing which particularly afilifts 
** the bulk of mankind, affords confolation to 
♦* you. For furely it is very glorious to die 
** in fuch a manner as to make onefelf generally 
^* lamented, praifed, and regretted, by all thofe 
** who have any fentiments of humanity. And 

« it 



^ ft is very certain,; that withbut this chiel trial, 
•* the cletiifency and the virtues of the deceafed 
♦' King Would nev^r have been fo notieed nor 
♦* fo efteemed as they are at prefent, and ever 
^^ will be by thofe who read his fad hiftory. 
^^ I am well convinced that the cdnfcioufnefs of 
^' Iiis dWn ihnoceiice gave him more fatisfadion 
*^ in the laid moments of his life, than his indig- 
" nation (which they fay was the.only^pafBon 
'* obferved in him) gave him concern* As for 
*^ the pain of his death, I put that oiit of the 
'^ account, his pain was of fuch fliort duration. 
•* For if murderers could employ a fever, or 
" any other of thfe difeafes with which nature 
*^ is accuftomed to fend mankind out of the 
** world, one fhould have good rcafon to think 
** them more cruel than they really are when 
«* they deftroy life by a ftroke of the axe. But 
*< Idare no longer dwell upon fo melancholy a 
*' fubjectj and add only, that it is much better 
** to be delivered from a feilfe hope, than to be 
" fruitlefsly encouraged in it." 



« As for myfelf, moft excellent Princefs, who 

" am attached to no particular fpot, I would 

«' readily change Holland, or even France, for 

^* any country whatever, could I be affured to 

0.2 « find 
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'^ fiod it in peace and fecurity, and had no of&er 
^« reafon for particularly fettling there but the 
" beauty of the country. But there is no place 
^< in the world, however unplealant and incon^ 
« venient, in which I Ihould not think myfetf 
« happy to fpcnd the remainder of my days, tf 
«/ your Highnefs refided in it, and in which I 
^ was capable of rendering you any fervice, as i 
« am entirely, and without rcferve, 

" Your Highnefs^s very obedient fervant, 

" Descartjbs.** 

Befcartes bad often in his moudi thefe line9^ 
from Seneca the Tragic Poet : 

J7/i mors gravis ineubatf 
^i tMtus ntmts omnibus^ 
Jgnotus moriturjibu 

On Him Death heavily muft fall^ 

And double terror own, 
Who known, alas ! too well to ^p 

Dies to him&lf imknawiw 
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CHARLES THE TWELFTHy 

KING OF SWEDEN. 
[1697—1718.3 

Dr. Johnson ufed to think the Life of thii 
extraordinary Prince, written by Voltaire, one of 
the fineft pieces of hiftorical writing in any Ian* 
guage. The narrative is entertaining and en- 
gaging, the ftyle cxcdJent, and it has the 
jnoft forcible teftimony of authenticity perhaps 
ever given to any Hiftory, the atteftation of the 
veracity of it, as far as himfelf was concerned, by 
one of the principal aftors in it, the virtuous 
Staniflaus, King of Poland^ afterward^ Puke of 
Lorraine. 

Charles wiflied to give laws not only to King* 
doms, but to Science itfelf., Hq wiflied to alter 
the ufual method of computation by Tens to 
Sixes ; and was fo imprefled with the excellmce 
and utility of Arithmetic, that he ufed to fay, a 
man who was an indifferent Arithmetician, was 
only half a man*, " un homme a demi.*^ 

* The advantages of Arithmetic were perhaps never 
better illuftrated than by Dr. Johnfon» who was himfelf 
excellent at computation. -" The good of collating," fays 
lie, " is, that it brings every thing to a certainty which 
♦* before floated in the mind indefinitely." ' 

0^3 Qutotilg 
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Quintus Curtius was one of the firft books put 
into the hand§ of Charles ; and pn being afke4 
what he thought of its hero, Alexander the 
Great, he replied, ** Oh how I wifli to be like 
" him !**— « Why, Sir,'* replied fome one, 
" your Majefty forjgets, then, that he died 
♦* at thirty-two years of age.'* — " Well, furely," 
faid Charles, *' he lived long enough when he 
** had conquered fo mariy kingdoms.*^ 

Being preffed to put the Grown of Poland upon 
his own head, he nobly replied, " It is more 
^* honourable to give away Kingdoms than to 
*' conquer them/' 

On feeing at Lutken the field of battle in 
which Guftavus Adolphus died in the midft of 
viftpry, he faid, *^ I have ende^vo^ired tp be like 
«« him. God in his kindnefs may perhaps pej:- 
" mit me one day to have as glorious a death.** 

In one of his long and dreary marches, a foU 
idler brought him a piece of extremely black and 
mouldy bread, complaining very much of the bad- 
nefs of it, Charles, who knew that his fituation 
would not afford hin> better, took it very coolly 
out of his hand. *' It is bad indeed, my friend,^* 
faid he, " but you fee it may be eaten ;*' and im- 
mediately ate a large piece of it. This prevented 
gny farther complaint, 
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FREDERIC, 

KING OF PRUSSIAj 
{[1740— 1786.] 

tiad inferted this paflage in the Hiilory of his oix^ 
Times, in which he fpeaks of his irruption into 
Bil^fia : ** I was led away by ambition, by in- 
^^ tereft, and by a defire to make myfelf talked 
*^ of, and fo I entered SUefia. Add then xq thefe 
^* confiderations an excellent body of troops 
<« ' ready for aftion, my treafury full, and the fpirit 
** of my charafter, and who will wonder that I 
^' made war againft Mari^ Therefa, Que^ of 
^' Hungary ?*' 

Voltaire lays, that whilfl he was correcting the 
works of the King of Pruflia, he perfuaded him to 
leave out this paiB^e, for which he was after- 
wards extremely forry, " For," adds he, " fince 
'^ there have been in the world eiti^er Conque* 
" rors,,or;men of ardent mlnd^ who wifhed 
/^ to bjc C<^<}uerors, I believe that the King of 
" Pruffia is the gnly peripn that has ftdrly ^tercd 
*^ into the reafons of his condud. So rare and 
'^ fo open a confeilion fhould have gone down 
'* to pofterity, and have ferved to make known 
<;C4 " the 
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" the grounds of all our wars* We blockheads/* 
adds Voltaire, ^* Men of Letters, Poets, Hifto^ 
^^ rians, makers of Academical Harangues, cele- 
*' brate by our pens thofe great exploits ; yet 
** obferve, there is a Monarch who perform^ 
*' them, and yet is the only pierfon to condemn 
<* them.'^ 

This a£Hve Prince fays, in one of his Letters: 
to Voltaire, 

*' I have been very ill this winter ; but fince 
*' my recovery I go o^ nearly as I ufed to do. 

*' With refpeft to my old method of not Ipar* 
^* ing myfelf, I ftiU perfift in it. The more care 
'^ one takes of one's felf, the more delicate and 
*^ weak the body becomes. My fituation requires 
** labour and aflion, and I make my body an4 
^« my mind yield to their duty. It is not a mat^ 
♦^ ter of neceffity that I fliould be alive, but it is 
*< completely fo, that whilft I am alive I fhoulcj 
<* be aftive. I have always been the better for 
*< this method of condufting myfelf. I do not, 
^« however, recommend it to any one, and am 
*^ eoht^ted to follow it myfelf* 

" I have now furvived twenty-fix years ^ 
f ftroke of the a|)opIexy ^hich I had in 1749* 

♦f I hop^ 
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^^ I hope tb9t you will do thp fame with your « 
f^ palfy, which is not very dangerous if you 
f ^ pbferve a &ri& regimen and eat no fupperSf 
^' Pot/dam^ Dec. 4, 1775^* 



n 



FERDINAND, 

PRINCE OF BRUNSWICK. 



M» D'Alembert heard the late King of 
PrufTia fay, that at the battle of Minden, if M^ 
^roglio had attacked the enemy, and had feconded 
M* de Contades, Prince Ferdinand had been 
beaten. The Broglios caufed M. d^Alembert to 
be a(ked, if the King of PruiEa had mentioned 
this circumftance to him, and were told, that h« 
)iad mentioned it. 

^neafotejy ^c. par Nicolai Cbm^rif 



MARSHAL KEITH. 



On the death of this great General, brother 
to the Lord Marfhal, Lord Marfhal told Madame 
Geoffirin in a letter, ^^ Tou can have no notion 
H to what a vaft treafure I have fucceeded by 

^« the 
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<^ the death of my brother. At the head of an 
^^ immenfe army, he had juft levied a contribiU 
^^ tion upon Bohemia^ and I find fevwty dnoats 
♦« in his ftrong box.'* 



;fOHN THE SECOND, 

KING OF POSTUGAL. 
[1481 — 1495.] ' 

To this great Prince Europe is indebted for 
the difcovery of the Cape of Good Hope and the 
interior part of Africa ; which difcoveries led af- 
terwards to the more interefting one of the Con- 
tinent of America. 

His favourite maxim was, ** that a Sovereign b 
<* unworthy of a Crown who fuffers himfelf to be 
** governed.'* So that when Henry the Seventh^ 
King of ^England, alked a traveller what he had 
feen the moft remarkable in Lifbon, the latter 
replied, " Sire, a Sovereign who governs ?very 
^' one, and whom no one governs.'* 

John fufiering himfelf one day to break out 
Into unni^ited abuiie upon Louis de Sufa, made 

hini 
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fafan quit his court ; but finding, on maturer re* 
fie£tioB, the impropriety of his cbndufl, he 
ordered his horfe to be faddkd, and immediately 
went to Louis de Sufa's houfe, to a(k pardon, as 
he faid, as a private man, of that perfon whoni 
he had offended as a Sovereign, and brought hini 
to his palace on hori^ack, between his fon an<I 
himfelf. 



JOHN THE THIRD, 

KIHO OF FORTUGiL. 
[1^21 — 1557.] 

^^ No one,'* fays the learned Abbe Brotier, 
^* perhaps better knew the proper rule for impofts 
^^ than this Prince. When any tax was propofed 
^^ to him by his Minifters, he always -Taid, Let uf 
^« fee in the firft place whether it is neceffary; 
^* and being fatisfied in that refpeft, his next 
" queftion was, ^ What fuperfluous expences re- 
^^ main untaxed ? 

^* This Prince,^' adds the Abbe, "knew well 
f< what conftitutes the general difpofition to 
ff virtue in a State. For if, iaid he, our Gen- 

" tlemen 
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*' tlenia and our NobUity were accttftcanfedftom 
^' their earlieft years to fear God and to fervft 
^' him, they would live as they ought to do ih a 
'^ more advanced age ; aftd the inea of rank 
*^ becoming pcrfons of virtue, the inferioif oi'def 
•^ of perfons, who always regulate their condud: 
'* by that of their fuperiors, would not fail to 
*' regulate their lives by them. The refoxtaatioa 
*' of a State confifts principally in the good edu» 
^' cation of the Nobility and perfons of birth/' 



JOHN THE FOURTH, 

pUKE OF BRAGANZA, AFTERWARDS KING 07 
PORTUGAL^ 

[[1640— 1656.]! 

The Po^tuguefe, tired of the tyranny which 
JPhilip the Second and his fucceffors exercifed over 
them, o£fered the crqwn of that kingdom to John 
puke of Braganza. He refiifed it at firfl, but hi$ 
wife, the illuftrious Louiia de Gufman, prevailed 
upon him to comply with the wiihes of his couiw 
trymen. " Accept, Sir," faid Ihe, " the crown 
^^ that is offered to you. It is a noble thing to 
<' die a King, ^en though you ihould not enjoy 
♦' your dignity half an hour/* 

7 John 
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John was pfoclaim^d King of Portugal in 
1640, without the leaft tumult, and, as fomc 
writer fays, as quietly, as a fon fucceeds to the 
inheritance of his father* 

The Ducheft'of Mantua, the Governefs of 
Pbrtugal for the King of Spain, wifhed to 
har^uigue from th6 windows of the palace the 
people who were aflembted before it, and who then 
had juft murdered Vafconcellos, her Secretary of 
State^ Marogne endeavoured to difluade her front 
faking, by hinting his apprehenfions of what 
might happen. *^ And pray. Sir, what can they 
« do to me ?•' faid the Duchefs. ^ Only throw 
y* your Royal Highnefs out of the window per- 
** haps/* She took the hint, retired into an mner 
chamber, and was foon afterwards fent well 
guarded to Madrid. 

The Princes and S^es of Europe foon after 
ihis revolution rccognifed the Duke of Bragan^s 
as King of Portugal, fent Ambaffadors to him^ 
and received ki their turn his AmbafTadors ; fol* 
lowing the maxim of the learned Grotius, " that 
•* a Prince does not ftipulate for himfelf, but for 
•* the people under his government ; and that a 
^ King deprived of his Kingdom lofes the right 
•* of fending Ambafladors.*' , 

Algernon 
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Algernon Sidney^ in Speaking of this event,- 
lays, that the Englifli Court, though then in amity 
with Spain, and not a little influenced by a. 
Spanifli faftion, gave example to others, by treait- 
mg with the Duke of Braganza, and not with 
Spain, touching matters relating to that State* 
" Nayi" continues Sidney, " I have been in- 
^^ formed by thofe who well underftood the 
*' affiurs of that time, that the Lord Cottington 
«' advifed the late King (Charles the Firft) not to 
" receive any perfons fent from the Duke of 
^^ Brag^za (rebel to his ally the King of Spain) 
^ in the quality of Ambafladors. The King 
'^ anfwered, that he mufl: look upon that perfon 
'^ to be King of Portugal who was acknowledged 
^^ by the Nation. And I am much miftaken,*^ 
adds Sidney, ^^ if his Majefty now reigning 
^^ (Charles the Second) did not find all ihe 
'< Princes and States of the world to be of the 
«5 fame mind, when he was out of his kingdcnn, 
<' and could oblige no man but himfelf and 
^^ a few followers by any treaty which he could 
«^ make/' — Difcourfes on Govermientj 4to. p. 4424 
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The Duke of Braganza," fays Howell, in 
his Letter to Mr. Digby, ** whom you may fo 
" well remember about the Court of Spain, is 
" now King of Portugal, by the name of El Ref 
^' Don yuan ; and he is as generally obeyed, and 

as 
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*• as quietly fettled, as if he had been King thefe 
♦* twenty years there ; for the whole country fell 
** fuddenly to him, not one town (landing out- 
" When the King of Spain told the Count Oli- 
" varez of it firft, he flighted it, faying, that 
** he was but Rcy de Ha'vas^ a Bean^ake King 
** (a King made by children on Twelfth-night).*' 

Segrais fays, " They give the Cardinal de 
<* Richelieu too much credit, who fuppofe that he 
« inftigated the Confpiracy of Portugal, He had 
?« nothing to do with it. It is true, indeed, that 
« when the Confpiracy had broken out, he fent 
" afliftance to the new King, the Duke of Bra- 
*^ ganza ; but he never thought of a revolution. 
^^ The Confpirators were ten thoufand perfons in 
" number, who kept their fecret fo well, that the 
** Court of Spain had not the leaft knowledge of 
" their intention till it was publicly known. 
** Count Olivarez thought to make light of it, by 
«' telling his Sovereign (Philip the Fourth), Sire, 
^' that foolifli fellow the Duke of Braganza 18 
*^ going to make you a prefent of three or four 
*< Duchies, and to take poifeflion of a Kingdom 
<^ which he can never keep/' 
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ALPHONSO THE PiFTJf, 

KING OF A&RAGON, 
[1416—1455.3 

This Prince came to the throne bf Artagoil 
in 1416, and conquered that of Naples in 1441* 
He was one day afked, who were the Coimfellors 
he Eked the beft, and who gave him the moft 
excellent advice. ** My books/' replied he ; 
^ becaufe they tell me without paiTion, and with- 
•* out any view of intereft, what is requifite for 
^' me to know.'* 

Being blamed by fome one for appearing in 
public without guards, as not paying fufficient 
attention to the fafety of his perfon, " Alas,** 
replied he, " how can a Prince who has never 
^ done any thing but good to his fubje£ts, have 
•* any thing to fear from them V 

The Duke of Anjou once preffing him to give 
batUe, when there was no great chance of fuccefs, 
and nothing, perhaps, of confequence to be gained 
by fuccefs ; he replied, " My Prince, the duty 
^^ of a good General is to conquer, and not to 
« fight.'* 

While 
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While he was making the fiege of Gaeta, he 
would not permit feme of the inhabitants to be 
driven back into the town^ who had quitted it 
from fear of famine. He was told, that his de- 
mency would prevent his taking the place. 
*^ Alas," replied he, " I have more regard for 
^^ perfons fo diftreifed as thofe poor people are, 
^< than for an hundred towns like Gaeta J" 

" The word of a Prince/* laid Alphonfo noblf , 
*' Ihould be as facred as the oath of a private. 
*' perfon. Thofe,** added he, " who pre* 
«' tend to give advice to Princes, to prevent 
** their fufiering their own iaterefls from inter* 
*' fering in that which they give, ihould either 
'* be Sovereigns, or poflefs the hearts and tha 
*^ minds of Sovereigns,** 

" I wifli,'* faid he often, *« from the bottom of 
" my heart, that every one of my Subjedls had 
<« been a Sovereign for a few days ; they would 
« then be better acquainted with the ii\conveni- 
*« ences and embarraflments of royalty than they 
^' are, and they would ceafe to be fo importunate 
^ in their requefts.** 
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FERDINAND THE FIFTH, 

OF SPAIN. 
[1479— 1504.] 

Philip the Second ufed to fey of this Prince, 
^* The Spani(h Monarchy owes every thing to 
** him." America was difcovered in his reign* 
He married Elizabeth of Caftile, and by that mar- 
riage procur^ and jpined the l^jbgdom of Caftile 
tothatof Arragon. He conquered the Kingdoms 
of Granada, Naples, and Navarre, and poflefled 
^imfeif of Oran, and of part of the Coaft of 
Africa^ Yet how great was his ingratitude 
towards hjs two Minifters, Ximenes and Gon* 
falvo, to whom he owed the major part of 
all his acquifitions ! The Pope gave him the 
»ame of " the Catholic King," not fo much on 
account of the firicerity of his faith, as on account 
of bis perfccutions, he having expelled the Moore 
fj[om Spain. Such indeed was the opinion enter* 
tained of his religious faith by thofe who knew 
him b^ftf that a contemporary Italian Prince faid 
of him, <' Before I can rely upon his oaths, I muft 
♦^ firft know in what God he believes." Of himv 
felf he faid, when reproached with having twice 
broken his word with Louis the Twelfth, " Twice 
** only, do^s the blockhead fay that I have broken 

** my 
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«' my word with him ? He is an arrant liar, I 
" have broken it more than ten times." The. 
completeft account of the tortuous policy of Fer- 
dinand is to be met with in a very elegantly-writ- 
ten French book, called " Politique d§ Ferdinand 
" k tatbolique^far Varillas," i688. 4to, 

This Monarch was a ftriking comment on th^e 
celebrated fentiment of Ovid— 



^dicique beatus 



Ante obitum nemo fitpremaque funera debet. 

Who then (hall be calPd happy by the wife, 
Till the laft fcenc (hall clofe upon his eyes ? 

He loft his fon in the latter part of his life. HJf 
daughter Jeanne, who married Maximilian, was 
nearly an ideot, and was ill treated by her hufband; 
and Catherine, who married Henry the Eighth, 
King of England, was divorced from that Mq« 
narch. This latter calamity, however, he did 
not live to &e. According to a SpaniOi writer, b^ ^ 
never figned any treaty without this mental re* 
fervation, ^^ with the advantages and benefit for 
<^ myfelf, the danger and expences for my 
" allies/* 
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fSABELtA, 

qpEEM qP 4E&4QON. 

Latest poftcrkjr will ever view with Ioy0 
9Xid veneration the patronage this excellent Prin« 
cefs afforded to that gr^t ahd virtuous navigator 
Chriftopher Columbus. To her perfevering pro* 
teftfon of this great and excellent maij Europe is 
indebted for the difcovery of America ; to he? 
he had recourfe from the coldnefs of the Spve« 
reigi;^, and th^ feoffs of hi? f oi^rtierst 

•« Ifatel!^," fays Mr. Deformeaux, " unltejl 
^f with all the plegancies and the graces, the great- 
'^* nefs of foul of a hero, the profound and 
'^' artful addrefs of a politician, the extenfive 
^* views of a legiflator, the brilliant qualities of '^ 
^ conqueror, the probity of a good pitixen, and 
^' the exaftnefs of the moft fcrupqlous magif- 
f^ trate. She conftantly attended the Council,, 
*' and great part of the conquefts of Ferdinand 
<* are to be attributed to her exertion^. Indefati* 
f*" gable in body as in mind, {he mounted on 
" horfeback, and paraded t|ie ranks of her 
^f troops, animating them \q battle and to con-r 
?* queft. Her name appears jointly with that of 
ff Ferdinand in all public z&s ; and in a fit of 
V ^^aknefs in her lad^ hours* (he appeared d^^ 



^ firous of reigning in fome degree after death^, 
^' as (he exaded a promife from her halband 
^< that he would not marry again.' 



»9 



GONSALVOi 

tHr CKEAT CAPTAIN, 

Was a man of much prefen^e of mindi When) 
in fome mutiny among his troops^ one of the 
foldiers prefented his halberd to his bread, he 
gently turned it afide with his hand* ^^ Com* 
" rade/' faid he, " take care that in playing with 
** that weapon^ you do not wound your General/' 
On fonie other mutiny for want of pay^ on Gon^ 
fa^vo's expreffing his inability to give it to them^ 
one of the foldiers advanced to him, and faid in 
a menacing tone, " General, deliver up your 
«< daughteif to tls, and then we Can pay oiirfelves.*^ 
The Generil, affeding not td hear him amidil 
the clamour cf the troops, took no notice of it 
at the time, but in the night he took Care to have 
him apprehended, and hung from a window froill 
which all the army might fee th& body; 

Gonfalvo tbok Naples by ftohte m the year 

1503 ) and wh^ fome of his foldiers exprefled 

their difapprobation at not having had a fuiEcient 

iWe in, the fpoil of that rich city, Gonlalvo 

& i nobly 
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nobly repfiecf, " I win repair your bad fortnne ; 
^ go to my apartments, take there all you can 
^ find, I give it afl into your handy/* 

Previous to the celebrated, battle of Gari* 
glias, his friends advifed him to retire from be^ 
fore the enemy, as his army was much weaker 
and lefs numerous than that of the French who 
were oppofed to him. ^* Were I to take your 
** advice,*^ replied he nobly, ** I fliould deftroy 
•* my own feme, aaid hurt the affairs of my 
^ mafter. I know but too well the import* 
•* ante of the fete of the day, but we muft either 
" conquer oi die. I had much rather meet 
^' with death in going a hundred paces to* 
^* wai*d k, than lengthen my life niany year^ 
^ by going ten fteps backward.'* The magna^ 
fiimity he difplayed on this occafion was crown- 
ed with fiiccefs» 

Gpnfelvo, £3r feme time before he died, ra- 
iSred to a convent ; giving as a reafon for his con-^ 
du£i, that there fliould be fome time for ferious re* 
flexion between the life of a foldier and his. death,. 

Being afked upon his death^bed what gave 
iiim the midft fatisfeftion during the courfe <^ his 
long and glorious life, he feid, ^* That it was the 
^ confideration that he never, drew his fword but 
** in th^fervice of lus God and of hi* SovereipiJ*' 
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COLUMBUS. 

Ths will of this great man Is ftill extant in 
th? Archives of Genoa, in which city he was 
born. The moft early life of him is to be met 
with in a book printed at Genoa in 15 16, en* 
titled " Pfalterium HebraUm Gracum, ^c. cum 
«« tribt4s Interpretationibus^** by Agoftijao Giut 
tiniani. It occurs in a note on this verfe of the 
t^falms, " Cosli enarrant gloriam Deu^* 

In one of the letters which Columbus Wrote to 
the King of Spain, from his fleet then lying be* 
fore Jamaica, he has this remarkable paflaget 
** The wealth that I have difcovered will roufe 
*• mankind to pillage and to. violence, and will 
** revenge the wrongs which I have fuffered* 
. ** The Spanifli nation itfelf will perhaps fuffer 
** one day for the crimes that its malignity, 
** its ingratitude^ and its envy, is now com* 
«* mitting.'* ^ 

One of Columbus^s immediate delcehdants it 
faid to have married into an Engliih family. A 
Genoefe Gentleman of the Durazzo family pub* 
lilhed, fome years ago, an eulogium upon this 
excellent and extraordinary man, in which there 
gre fev^ral particulars relative to him not gene« 
R 4 wUjr 
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rally known. Columbus addrefled four letters 
to his Sovereign, three of which were tranflated 
into French fome' year^ ago by the Chevalier 
riavigny ; the fourth is loft^ 

Peter Martyr, in his very Curious account of 
Columbus's voyages, tells us, that on his landing 
on the Ifland of Jamaica, he immediately caufed 
mafs to be faid on account of the fafe landing of 
himfelf and of his followers, and that during the 
performance of that facred myftery,' an old 
Carib, eighty years of ?ige, attended by feveral 
of his countrymen, obferved the fervice with 
great attention. After it was over, the old man . 
approached Columbus with a baflcet of fruit in 
his hand, which he in a very courteous manner 
prefented to him, and by means of an Interpre- 
ter thus addrefled him : 

** We have been told, that you have in a very 
** powerful and furprifing manner run over 
*' feveral countries which were before unknown 
" to you, and that you have filled the inhabit- 
** ants of them with fear and difmay. Where- 
" fore I exhort and defire you to remember, 
" that the fouls of men, when they ate feparated 
*' from their bodies, have two paflages ; the one 
« horrid and dark, prepared for thofe who havi 
•' been troublefome and inimical to the human 

« race ; 
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^ race; the other pleafant and deligh^I, ap» 
^^ pointed for thofe who, whilft they were alive, 
^^ delighted in the peace and quiet of mankind* 
•* Therefore you will do no hurt to any one, if 
^^ yoM bear in mind that you are mortal, and 
** that every one will be rewarded or punilhed 
^^ in a future ftate according to his a£Uons ia 
•* the prefent one.** 

Columbus, by the Interpreter, anfwered the old 
man, '* that what he had told him refpefiing the 
** paflage of fouls after the death of the bod]f 
V . had been long known to him and to his coun* 
*> trymen, and that he was much furprifed thofe 
V notions prevailed amongil them, who feemed 
** to be living quite in a ftate of nature. That 
** he (Columbus) and his followers were fent 
•* by the King and Queen of Spain to difcover 
** all thofe parts of the world that had been 
^^ hitherto miknown, that they might civilife the 
•• Cannibals and other wild men who lived in 
** thefe countries, and inflid proper punifliments 
^ upon them, and that they might defeiid 
** and honour thofe perfons who were virtuous 
*« and innocent: that therefore neither himfelf 
** nor any other Carib, who had no intention 
^* of hurting them, had the leaft reafon to fear 
•*■ any violence j and that he, with his follow- 
l^ ers, would avenge any injury that Ihould be 

« offered 
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*« offered to him, or to any other Worthy perfons 
** of the Hland, by any of their neighbours/* 

The Carib was fo pleafed with the fpeech an3 
the manner, of Columbus, that, though he was 
extremely old, he offered to follow the toV^ator,' 
and Would have dofie fo, had not his wife ani 
children prevented him. He appeared with dif* 
ficulty to underftand how a man of Columbus's 
dignity and appearance fliould be under the con- 
troul of another perfon, and became much 
mcflre aftonilhed when the Interpreter explained 
to him the honour, the pomp, the wealthy of 
the feveral Sovereigns of Europe, the extent of 
the country, and the greatnefs and beauty of 
the various objefts over which they- retgnedJ 
He became penfive, melahcholy, tend ih a flood 
of tears alked the Interpreter repeatedly, whether 
k were the heavens or the earth which had 
produced men-fo fuperior-to^themfelves as Co- 
lumbus and his followers.* 

• This great aiid good man may be propofeJ 
as a model to all future difcoverers. Brave, in- 
telligent, patient, perfevermg, and humane, he 
appears to realife the ideal perfefiipn of that 
charafter. His laurels, unlike thofe of his fuc* 
ceffors, were never ftained with blood, and he 
dppeara to have^ been as anxious for the faffety 

and 
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tod well-bemg of thofe whom he conquered, as 
of his o^n people. Reciprocity of benefit feems 
to have been his conftant aim; yet calumny 
fiilHed that- reputation which it was fo much 
for the intereft of virtue to have continued fpot- 
lefs, and ignominious chains fhackled thofe 
hands which feeroed deftined by nature to have 
borne a fceptre. " The hardfhips and difep- 
•* pointments he fuffered on occafion of the 
** conquering of Jamaica, and bis Sovereign'* 
•^ingratitude together (for Ifabdla was then 
** dead)/* feys an acute and inveftigating writer,, 
J4r, Jftryan Edwards, in his Hiftory of the Weft 
Jndies, ** proved too mighty for his generous 
•* fpirit, and he fell under .them- on his return 
•* to Spain; leavipg, however, a name not to 
•* be extinguifhed but with that World whofe 
^ boundaries he had enlarged*" 

Cohimbus thus addreiTes Ferdinand in a letter 
dated from Jamaica, 1504: 

** Diego Mendez and the papers I fent by him 
•* will (hew your Highnefs what rich mines of 
** gold I have difcovered at Veragua } and how 
*' I intended to have left my brother at the river 
^ Bela^ if the judgments of Heavett and the 
^ greateft misfortunes in the world had not pre* 
^ vented it, Hovevw^ it is fufficient that your 

*« Highnef* 



'^ Highxiefs and your fuccedbrs ifiSl have tix^ 
^ glory and advantage of all, and that the full 
*^ difcovery and fettlement are referved for hap* 
•* pier perfons than the unfortunate Columbus^ 
^ May Gpd be fo merciful to me as to conduft 
^ JMendez to Spain ! I doubt not but that he 
•^ will convince you and my-illuftrious Miftre£i 
.*^ that this will not only beaCaitile aada Leon^ 
•* but a difcovery of a world of fubjefts, lands, 
■* and wealth, greater thw man's unbounded 
•* fancy could ever comf^^ehend^ or avarice it* 
^ felf covet J but neither he, thia paper, nor the 
^ tongue of mortal man can exprefs the anguiih 
*^ and afflidlions of my body and mind, nor the 
/< miferies and dangers of my fon^ brother, and 
^ friends.'* 



^* Alas I piety and juttice have retired to thefts 
^ habitations above, ahd it is a crimb to hkvct 
« undertaken and pcrfevered too much* As my 
** mifery makes my life a burden to myfelf, fo 
** I fear the' emjpty titles of Vke-Roi and Admrat 
*• render me obnoxious t6 the hatred df the 
^ Spanifh Nation^ It is vifibie chat all methods 
** are takihg to cut the thread that is breaking j 
** for I am in my did age oppriffed with mfup* 
^* portable p4ins df the gout, and am now Ian* 
^* guifhing and expiring "with that amongft fa* 

^* vages. 



«0LI7MBtT$« 153 

«* yages, where I have neither niedicbe$ nor 
** provifions for the body, prjeft ©or feq-ament 
^ for th^ foul, 

•• O bleffed Father of God, that compafliQii* 
♦* ates the miferaWe s^nd afflifled, yrhy did not 
♦* cruel Boyj^dilU kilt me, when he robbed me an4 
^ my brother of our dearly-purchafed gold, aacl 
♦* fent us to Spain in chains, without trial, 
^* crime, or ftadow of mifconduft? Thefc 
^ chains' are a]l the treafures I have, and Aey 
•* fhall be buried with me, if I chance to have 
♦* a coffin or a grave ; for I would have the 
^ remembrance of fo unjuft spi a6Uon perilh 
** with me^ and, for the glory of the Spanifli 
«* name, be utterly forgotten. Let it not briiig 
^* a further injury on the CafUlian name ; nor 
** let ages to come know, that there were 
^^ wretcl^es fo vile in this^^ as to think of recom« 
^ mending themfelves to your. Majefty by de- 
M ftroying the unfortunate and the n^erabie' 
f^ ehriftopher Columbus, not fpj his crimeg 
f • but for his fervices, in giving Spain a New 
" World. . Ap it was Heaven that infpired and 
^^ coiidufted jne to it, the Heavens will weep 
f* for me^ and fliew pity; let the Earth, arid 
** every foul m it that loves juftice and. mercy, 
f^ weep fpr me ; and qhy ye glorified Saints of 
i* Heavep^ that know my innocence, and fee 

^* my 
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^ my fufferings here, have merq^ upon me ! 
*' for though this prefent age is envious and 
*' obdurate, furely thofe that are to come will 
" pity me, when they are told that Chriftopher 
«* Columbus, with his own fortune, at the ha- 
" zard of his own life, his brother's life, and 
** with little or no expense to the Court of 
** Spain, in ten years, and in four voyages, ren- 
*' dered greater fervices than .ever mortal man 
*' did to any Prince or Kingdom, yet was left to 
^ periih, without being charged with the leaft 
" crime, in poverty and mifery j all but his 
** chains being taken from him ; fo that he who 
^ gave Spain another World, had neither fafety 
'^ in it^ nor yet a cottage for himfelf and his 
^ wretched family* But fhould Heaven ftill 
** perfecute me, and feem difpleafed with what 
** I have done, as if the difcovery of this New 
•* may be fatal to the Old World j and, as a 
*• punifliment, biing my life to a period in this 
** miferable place ; yet do you. Good Angels ! 
" —-you that fuccour the opprefled and inno- 
^ cent,— bring this paper to my great Miftrefs ! 
♦* She knows how much I have done, and will 
" give credit to what I have fuflfered for her 
** glory and fervice ; and will be fo juft and 
♦* pious as not to let the children of him that 
♦* has brought to Spain fuch immenfe riches, 
^^ and added to its dominions vail and unknown 
8 ^^ kingdoms 
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^kingdoms and empires, ^nrant bread or fub lift 
•* only upon alms. She (if flie lives) will con- 
** fider that cruelty and ingratitude will bring 
** down the wrath of Heaven, (q that the 
•* World I havedifcoYerdd fhail be the mean9. 
<« of ftirring up all mankind to revenge and ra- 
*^ pine ; and the Spanifli Nation will liiflFer here* 
<^ after for what envious, malicious^ and uiu 
^ grateful perfons do now." 

The whole Letter is preferved in Mr. jEd« 
ivards's ine{timable work. 

•^ The common proverb," fays Thoret, la 
iis life of this illuftrious Navigator, ^^ which 
^ tells us, that thofe who promife mountains 
^^ of gold make promifes that can never be ac- 
<< compliflied, is brought to ihame by the dii^ 
*' covery of Columbus ; who, having promifed 
^ fuch mountains, did indeed make* good hi$ 
•* promife to that Sovereign who was wife 
<« enough to attend to what Columbus told 
^ him: upon whofe name fome perlons have 
•* made a forcible allufion to the Dove, which^ 
*^ being fcnt from the Ark of Noah, brought 
^ back again fome news of a world that bad 
^' been hidden by the waters/' 
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XING OF SPAIN* 

Count Eomont advifed this Prince to break 
vxth France^ in order to prevent the troubles 
that were beginning to arife in Flanders. He* 
anfwcred, " I had rather lofe all Flanders, than 
^ fo icandalouHy violate the agreement I have 
<^ made vrith my Brother the Moll Chriftiaa 
** King, and fo young as he is too," 

On his death-bed he gave his fueceflbr this 
advice : '* Keep your dominions (if poifihie) in 
^ perpetual peace: give them good Minifies, 
^ rewarding the good and punifliing the bad.'* 

He oftftn diiTembled thofe mjuries done to 
him which he either could not or would not 
revenge ; obferving, that it was a great part of 
prudence occafionally to pretend not to be well 
informed of certsun things. 

At his firft coming to the Crown, he ordered 
^ J^^ges, in all doubtful cafes between him and 
any of his fubjeds, to be fuire always to decide 
Sgainfl the Sovereign. 

Oa 
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On receiving the news of the deftru^Hon of 
the celebrated Spaniih Armada^ he merely faid, 
" I fent my fleet to fight the Englifh, not the 
« winds : the will of God be done l*' 

Philip was prefent at an Auto da Fe where 
feveral perfons were to be burnt for herefy. One 
oJF^them, Don John de Cefa, as he was paifing 
Sy him, exclaimed, ** Sire, how can you per- 
** mit fo many unfortunate perfons to fuffer! 
** How can you be witnefs of fo horrid a fight 
•* without fliuddering !" Philip replied coolly, 
** If my fon. Sir, were fufpefted of herefy, I 
" ihould give him up myfelf to the Inquifition* 
^ My deteftation of yoiT and of your compa- 
^* hions is fo great, that I would aft myfelf as 
** your executioner, if no other executioner 
" could be found/* 

Soon after he had imprifoned his fon Doa 
Carlos, he wrote to Pius V. to inform him of 
it, and to tell him, that Don Carlos, from his 
earKeft youth, had fo vicigus a ferocity of dit 
pofition, that it had even difdained all his pa- 
ternal inftruftions. 
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DON CARLOS. . _ ' 

When this Prince alked his brutal father if 
he really intended to take away his life, the latter 
calmly replied, " Son, when my blood becomes 
« bad, I fend for a furgeon to let it out,'* 

The melancholy ftory of this unfortunate and 
mifguidedPrincefeems to be peculiarly adapted ta 
the Tragic Mufe. Many dramatic writers in the 
different languages of Europe have attempted it, 
and failed j our Otway among the reft. The 
materials are to be. met with in the Abbe de Su 
Real's Novel of " Don Carlos,*' which, like his 
Novel of ** The Confpiracy of Venice," from 
whence Otway took his ftory of his exquifite 
Tragedy of " Venice Preferved," contains truth 
blended with. fiftion*. . . 

Spanifli phlegm perhaps never appeared fo ri- 
diculous^ as well.as inhuman, as at the death of 
this Prince. Don Carlos, on feeing the execu- 
tioner enter the room in which he was confined, 
with the cord in his hand with which he was to 

* Much ailiftance may^ perhaps, be found in this under^ 
taking, in the Tragedy of ** Androniquc," written by Cam*^ 
fiftron about the year 1712; and pubUibed in hi& wod^s. 

ftranglie 
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fttangle him, rofe up from his pallet with great 
violence and impetuofity, and exclaimed againft 
the cruelty of his father. The executioner, Idok- 
ing at him in a very fi'^nificant manner, dryly 
faid, " Do not put yourfclf in fuch a paffion, my 
*' young mafter, it is all for your good.** 

A contemporary writer defcribes Don Carloi 

thus : " Vir durse baccae, finguofus, difcordia, 

** non homo : — He was a perfon of a very irri- 

" table difpofition ; difputatious ; in Ihort, not 

' " a man, but Ill-humour perfonified/' 
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COUNT OLIVAREZ. 

When this Snifter was once reproached by 
his Sovereign Philip the Fourth, for not hav- 
ing done for him what Cardinal' Richelieu had 
done for his- Mafter Louis XIII. and for having 
loft him one kingdom, that of Portugal, whilft 
Richelieu had extended die dominions of Louis ; 
3 2 he 
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he rqplied, ** The Cardiflal, Sire, had no fcni-* 
^< pies/' Olivarez, in one thing at lead, imitated 
the Cardinal. He caufed himfelf to be ftyled the 
Count Duke, becaufe Richelieu had taken the 
title of the Cardinal Duke. Olivarez feems to 
have made fome wife regulations for his country. 
He freed from the charge of public offices, for 
four years, all newly-married men, and exempted 
from taxation all thofe perfons who had fix male 
children. To increafe the population of his coun- 
try, however, he had recourfe to one very dan- 
gerous and ihameful expedient, he permitted mar« 
riages between young people without the confent 
of their parents. On being difplaced from the 
poft of Prime Minifler, he retired to his eftate at 
Loches, where, according to Vittorio Siri, he 
died entirety of chagrin and difappointment. 



LOPE DE VEGA. 



It is faid in the Hiftory of the Life of this 
Writer, that no lefs than 1800 Comedies, die 
produdion.of his pen, have been adually repre-' 
fented on the Spanifh ftage. His Jutos Sacra* 
mentales (a kind of iacred drama) exceed 400 } 
belide which there is a CoUefUon of hisPoema' 
of various kinds in 21 vols. 4to. 
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It is alfo faid, that there was no publid 
fuccefs on which he did not compofe a pane* 
gyric ; no marriage of diftinftion without an 
epithalamium of his writing, nor child whofe 
nativity he did not celebrate; not a Prince 
died on whom he did not write an elegy ; there 
was no Saint for whom he did not produce a 
hymsi ; no pubKc holiday that he did not di& 
tinguiih ; no literary difpute at which he did not 
aiBft either as Secretary or Ptefident. He faid 
of himfelf, that he wrote five flieets per day, 
which, reckoning by the time he Uved, has been 
calculated to amount to 133,225 iheets. He 
fometimes compofed a ^omedy in two days 
which it would have been difficult for another 
man to have even copied in the fame time* 
At Toledo he once wrote five Comedies in 
fifteen days, reading them as he proceeded in 
a private houfe to Jofeph de Valdeviefo. 

Juan Perez de Montalvan relates, that a 
Comedy being wanted for the Carnival at Madrid, 
Lope and he united to compofe one as fait as 
they could. Lope took the firil ad and Mon* 
talvan the fecond, which they wrote in two days^ 
and the third ad they divided, taking eight 
fheets each* Montalvan feeing that the other 
wrote fafter than he ^ould, fays he rofe at two in 
the morning, and having finiihed his part at 
s 3 eleven. 
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eleven, he went to fe^k Lope, whom he found 
in the garden looking at ^n orange-tree that was 
frozen ; and on inquiring what progrefs he had 
inade in the yerfes. Lope replied, " At five I 
5* began to write, and finiflied the Comedy an 
*' hour ago ; fmce which I have breakiafted, 
5^ written 150 other verfes, and watered the 
" garden, ^nd am now pretty well tired.** He 
then read to Montalvan the eight iheets and the 
ijo verfes. 



THILIP THE FIFTH, 

KING OF SPAIN. 
[1700 1724.3 

This Prince, who was always complaining of 
his health, is thus defcribed by one who had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing him : 

*^ He eats heartily at dinner, goes out every 
** day, afterwards fups more moderately, but 
" takes always a large plate of foup and the whole 
" of a fowl ; fleeps for feven hours profoundly as 
** foon as he lays his head upon hispillow, and is 
" never difturbed either by the cough of his Queen, 

*' (who 
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*^ (who conftantly fle^ps with him^ or by the 
'^ entering of her maids into the room, who arc 
^ continually coming to her afliftance*" 

Philip was one day much embarra&d by the 
various accounts that had been given him of fome 
political occurrence by the different Foreign 
Minifto-s at his Court: *« I will wait/* laid he^ 
" till the EngUa Minifter comes*' (who at that 
time was the late excellent Sir Benjamin Keene): 
^^ be is of a country that never deceives.'* 
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was the fon of a gardener near Parma, and 
when a boy, officiated as bell-ringer, and attended 
upon the pariih church of his village. The Reftor, 
finding him a fhrewd fharp lad, taught him 
Latin. Alberoni afterwards took orders, and 
had a fmall living, on which he refided, little 
thinking of the great fortune that was one day 
to await him, M. Campiftron, a Frenchman, 
Secretary to the Duke of Vendome, who com- 
manded Louis the Fourteenth's armies* in Italy, 
was robbed, and ftripped of his clothes, and of 
all the money that he had about him, by fomc 

s 4 ruffians. 
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ruffians, near Alberoni's village. Alberoni, hear« 
ing of his misfortune, took him into his houfe,^ 
fumiihed him with clothes, and gave him as 
much money as he could fpare for his travellmg 
expences^^ 

Campiftron, no lefs imprefied with his ftrength 
of underftanding than with the warmth of his 
benevolence, took him to the head-quarters, and 

* Witb good and generous minds a kind a£tion is never 
loft. The following anecdote is an additional proof of 
the truth of this opinion : 

** A Gentleman bom at Salonica in Turkey, when he 
<< was at St. Mary's Hall, in Oxford, as a Gentleman-* 
** Commoner, was very kind to a worthy young man, 
** whofe circumftances obhged him to be a Servitor of the 
*• fame College. 

** The Servitor, taking orders, had fome preferment in 
*< America given him by his friend's recommendation. On 
*^ the bftieaking out of the unfortunate war between this and 
*^ that country, he was accidentally informed that the 
** eftate of the perfon to whom he had been fo much 
^ obliged was in danger of being confifcated, as being fup- 
** pofed to belong to a BntiAi fubjed. On hearing this, 
« he took horfe immediately, and rode tp the place where 
<« the Affembly for the difcuffion of the point was to 
** be held, and proved to the fatisfaftipn of the Menobers, 
** that his friend was not a Bntilh fubjed. The eftate 
•« of his friend, by this exertion, was efieftually faved, 
** and he had the fatisladUon of being able thus effentially 
** to ferve a perfon to whole kindnefs he had been fo 
«« greatly indebted." 

prefente4 
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prefented him to his General, as a man to whom 
he had very great obligations. M. de Vend6me 
finding Alberom to be a man of parts, gave 
him a petty .employment, and took him to 
Spain, By degrees he obtsdned the Marfhal's 
confidence, and propofed the daughter of his 
Soverdgn the Duke of Parma to him, as a fit 
match for the King of Spain. Alberoni's pro* 
pofal was attended .to, and the Princefs was de^ 
mandM in marriage by that Monarch^ then Philip 
the FUth* The Duke of Parma confeated with 
great readinefs to a match that was to procure 
for'hia daughter the fovereignty of fo great a 
kingdom .as that of Spain. When every thing 
was fettled, and immediately before the Princefs 
was tp fet out for her new dominions, the 
Miniftty of Spain had heard that fhe was a 
young woman of a haughty imperious temper, 
and extremely intriguing and ambitious. They 
therefore prevailed upon the King to write to the 
Duke, to requeft another of his daughters in 
marriage, to whofe quiet difpofition they could 
not poffibly have any obje£kions. The King did 
as he was defired and fent his letter by a fpecial 
mefienger. Alberoni, who was then at Parma, 
hearing of this, and afraid that all his projects of 
ambition would come to nothing, unlefs the 
Princefs whom he recommended, and who of 
courfe would think herfelf highly obliged to him 

for 
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for her esalted fituation, became Queen of Spain^ 
had the meflenger flopped at one day's journey 
from Puma, and gave him his choice, either to 
delay his coming to Parma for a day, or to be 
aflaiBnated,. He of courfe chofe the firft of thefe 
alternatives, and the Princefs fet out upon her 
journey to Spain^ and became C^een of that 
country* 

Alberoni^was foon made Prime Minjfter of 
Spain ; a Cardinal, and Archbiihop of Valentia ; 
and exercifed his^ Miniftry with the moft complete 
.del|)otifpu One of Alberoni's projefts was to 
dilj^offefs Ae Dufce of Orleans of the Regency of 
France, andto beftow it upon his own Sovereign, 
as . the oldeft reprcfentative of the Houfe of 
Bourbon ; to place the Pretendo" on the Throne 
of England, and add to Spain the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily. His projeft was, however, 
difcQvered by the Regent, and one of the con. 
ditions he made with the King of Spain was, the 
baniihment of Alberoni from his councils and his 
kingdom. With this he was obliged to comply, 
and the Cardinal received orders to leave Madrid 
in twenty.four hours, and the kingdom of Spain 
in fifteen days. 

Alberoni, who took with him great wealth, wag 
upon the fecond day.jof Jbis journey, when it was 

perceived 
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perceived that he was carrying out of the king* 
dom ymth him the celebrated will of Charles 
the Second of Spain, which gave that kingdom to 
its then Sovereign. Perfons were detached from 
Madrid to wreft this ferious and important docu- 
ment from him, which it was fuppofed he in* 
tended to take to the Emperor of Germany, to 
ingratiate himfelf with him. With fome violence 
they effected their purpofe, and the Cardinal pro* 
ceeded on his journey to the frontiers of France, 
where he was received by an officer, fent by the 
Regent to condud him through that kingdom 
as a State prifoner. As a true politician, how- 
ever, yields to circumftances, ajid is never em- 
barrafied by any change of affairs, Alberoni, on 
bis arrival in France, wrote to the Regeht, to 
offer him his fervices againfl Spain. To this 
letter, however, his Highnefs difdained to return 
any anfwer. 

The Cardinal's difgrace happened in 1720, and 
he retired to Parma for fome time, till he was 
fummoned by the Pope to attend a Confiftory, 
in which his conduft was to be examined by 
fome of the Members of the Sacred College re- 
fpefting a correfpondence he was fuppofed to 
have kept up with the Grand Seignior. He was 
fentenced to be confined one year in the Jefuits 
College at Rome* After this he returned to 

Parma, 
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Parma, near which city he founded, at a vcrjr 
great expence, an eftablifhment for the inllruc* 
tion of young men deftined^ for the Priefthood. 
In the difaftrous campaign of 1746, the buildings 
were deftroyed by the three armies that were in 
the neighbourhood ; and as the Cardinal was not 
ftippofed to have been over-delicate in his ac- 
quirement of the means by which his eflabliih- 
ment was to have been fupported, his country- 
men did not appear to exprefs much diflatisfkaion 
at the demolition of it. Alberoni, foon after 
this, went to Rome, and was made Legate of 
Romagna, by Clement the Twelfth, He died 
at Rome in 1752, at the age of eighty-fercn 
years, having prefer ved entire, to the laft, the 
powers oi his mind and of his bocjy. He is thu» 
delcribed in his old age by a perfon who was 
well acquainted with him : 

" He was. very chatty in converfation, and 
" talked in fo lively and fo agreeable a manner, 
'* that it made even the very curious fads he had 
" to tell, more interefting to thofe who heard 
" him. His ftories were bterlarded with French, 
«^, Spanift, or Italian, as the drcumftances re- 
" quired. He was continually applying fome 
«V maxim of Tacitus, in Latin, to corroborate 
" his owli obfervations, or to come in aid of 
" thofe of others. His general topics of con- 
<< verfation were either the campaigns in which 

« he 
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** he attended M. de Vendome, his Miniftry in 
'' Spain, or the common political events of the 
" day. He was rather impatient of contradic- 
'< tion, and expeded that in argument or in nar- 
^* ration the company fhould defer to him/* 

The Engraving of Alberoni annexed is made 
from a Portrait of that extraordinary perfon by* 
Trevisani, in the poffeffion of the Duke of 
Beaufort, at Badminton near Bath, which 
was prefented by his Eminence himfelf to the 
Duke's Grandfather. 

Alberoni's ipirit was always very high, and his 
temper very violent. During the time that he 
was Prime Minifter of Spain, Lord Harrington, 
the Engliih Minifter, carried him a lift of the 
fliips of his country that were then before Barce- 
lona, and would ad againft it if he perfiited in 
his endeavours to embroil the peace of Europe, 
by arming the Porte againft the Emperor, and 
by making the Czar and the King of Sweden go 
to war with England, in order to eftabliih the 
Pretender upon the throne of that country. Al- 
beroni batched the paper which contained the 
numbers out of the Minifler's hands, and tore it 
in a thoufand pieces. Lord Harrington, nothing 
abafhed, went on coolly with the thread of his 
converfation, " Et.cmmej^ di/ois^ MmfsiffieurJ* 

When 
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When the Marfhal de Maillebo^ commanded 
the French troops at Parma, in the year 1746, 
Alberoni waited upon him upon fome bufinefs, 
but was refufed admittance to him by his Secre- 
tary, who told him the Marfhal was engaged 
in fome affairs of importance, and could not 
fee him. ** Mori ami^^ replied the Cardinal very 
indignantly, and opening the door of the Mar- 
ihal's apartment at the fame time, " fachez que 
*^ M. de VendSnie me recevoitfur la chai/e percieJ*^ 

That Alberoni wrote with the fame fpirit with 
which he afted, the three following Letters of his 
to Lord Melcombe, then Envoy Extraordinary 
from the Court of England to the Court of Spain, 
will evince. They were kindly communicated 
to the Compiler by Penruddock Wyndham, 
Efq. Member of Parliament for the County of 
Wilts ; a Gentleman on whom the unanimous 
fuffrages of his own County have lately conferred 
that honour ; an honour long merited by his 
pleafing manners, his focial talents, and his elegant 
hofpitality. 

■ *• Du Palai8, c€ 9 Mar^ 171 7. 

" J'ay rhonncur, Monfieur, de vous envoyer la 

«* permiffion que vous avez demande depuis un fi 

" long terns. Vous fcavez que ce ciimat n'in- 

« fpire qu'avcc Icnteur Tcxecution des- affaires ;- 

10 <« nous 
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♦' nous aurbns 'dc la peine i Ic changer, d« ftwrte 
" que a y a de la prudence & te pezldre tel qu'H 
^' ^ft. J^ayJTionneur d'etre 

** Votre tF€S huiWWe' et 

*' tres obeiffant ferviteur, 

"Ajlberonu 

** A Mcmfieur Monfieur Bubb» 
** £nvoye Extraordinaire du 
** Roi dc la Grande^ Bretagne 
•* en fes Mains." 

". Enfin, Monfieur Bubb,. trouvez bon que je 
^ V0U8 dife, que tous les Cabinets d'Europe oni: 
" perdu la tramontane, puifque la.raifbn d*eftat 
'^ eft abbandon^ aux caprices de queiqiies par- 
" ticuliers, lelquels fans rime et. fans raifon et 
*' peutetre psa* des Jfins particuliers, coupent et 
" rpgneat des Eftats et_ 4^s ^Rpyaumes comme 
** s'ils etoient des. frpwsiges d'Holande. Soyex 
" p^rfuade, Monfieur, qtfep^rfonneneyouseftitno 
" et ne you^ liionore pltf s que 

*^ Le Carp, AitBeroni/* 

« A Madrid, ce 5 April 1718** 

** J*ai tt6 tres ravi, Monfieur, d'apprendre voire 
'^ arrhee a Lcin€tres apres aroir dSuie un long et 
^^ penzble voyage. Quant a ce qme vous m'efcrivezr 
•« touchaat le reglement du Commerce, je voui 
<« diray, avec k imciiife et- la prolate que vpu^ 

^ ave» 
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*< avefc experimdait^ dans-tout ce que nous aVons 
^' traite enfiemble, que le Roi Cath. ne prendra 
^^ aucune refolution la deiTus avant qu'il ne voye 
^' le denouement de ia {»ece« Vous eftes un bon 
*' temoin de la fmcerite des intentions de fa 
'< Majefte CathoL et des miennes a Tegard de 
** PAngleterre. Vousfcavez qu'on n'a pas 
<^ balance ici de facrifier par deux nouveaux 
" traitees tons les avantages qu'on avoit emportez 
" par le traitce d*Utrecht, vovlant oublier le Roi 
** Cath. qu*il avok et^ depouille par le moyen 
** d' Angleterre contre tbutes fortes de raifgns de 
*< fes Eftats Provinces et Royaumes ; injuflice qui 
** crie toujours vengeance, puifque elle eft contre 
<' les loix divines et humaines. Par un fi augufte 
<< facrifice le Roi Cath. a cru, qu'il obligeroit 
<* le Roi de la Grande Bretagne a une jufte 
•* reconnoiflance, et la Nation Anglbife i main- 
** tenir une bonne union avec l*Hpagne, et qu'a 
*' I'occafion s'il n'auroit un et Pautre dans fes 
<' interets au moins qu'iis demeureroient dans 
^' rindifferencc. Cependant je vols avec un 
** mortel chagrin qu'il n'arrivera ni Pun ni 
*« I'autre, et que je me verray expoi<f aux juftes 
" xeproches de leurs Majefte. II n'y t une 
« feule Gazette qui me dife, que votre Miniftere 
<' ti'eft plus Angl<»s mais Allemand, et qu'il eft 
« vendus lafch^ment a k Cour ^e Vienne, ef 
« que par lea brogues inconnus dans votre pays, 

on 



CARDIKAL ALBERONI. ^73 

'' on tache de faire donner dans le panneau la 
'< Nation auffi. C'eft une bonne marque de ce 
** que je vous difc qu'apres de s'etre efpuifee 
^' TAngleterre d'honuno et de Pargent pour 
" acquerir a I'Archiduc des Eftats et des Roy* 
" aumes, on vient de lui payer une groffe fomme. 
** Les fentimens d'cftime et d'amitie que j'ay eu 
*' pour vous, et ijue je conferverai toujours, 
*' m'obligent de vous parler avec cette fincerit^, 
^' vous afleurent Mcuifieur que perfonne ne vous 
*' honore et ne vous re^efte plus que 

<^ Le Card. Alberoki. 
*' La Reine vient d^accoucher d'une 
" belle et charmante Princeffe-" 

When the celebrated Cardinal de Polignac, a 
man who with the extremeft polifli of manners 
united the more folid fond of benevolence, was 
Minifter from the Court of France to that of 
Rome, he met with Alberoni living in that city 
in no very great opulence. He procured for him 
a very handfome prefent in money from his fove* 
reign Louis the Fifteenth, and afterwards pre- 
vtfed upon Louis to>£^le a penfion of 17,000 
livres a-year i^on ium ; with great reluAance, 
however, on the part of Alberoni to accept it* 
Polignac had in vain endeavoured to put the Court 
of Spain in good humour with Alberoni, and to 
procure him from that Court a peniion vpon his 

VOL. III. T rich 



itch benefice of the ArchbiflK>pric cS kbhgd^ 
which he h^ been obliged to give up. 

AIberoni*s amufeiAem, whiHl he vaa at Rome; 
eonfifted in bmlding and managing a fundi efloce 
he had m the Cam^^agna. 

The Cardinal having written a letter of thanks 
to Voltaire for the handfome manner in which he 
had fpoken of him in his General Hiftory, Vokaire 
in anfwcr fays, " The letter with which your 
^^ Eminence has honoHred me, is as Battering a 
" reward of my Works as the efteem of ill Eu- 
" rope is of your adions. You owe me no 
" thanks : I have been only the organ 6f the 
*• public in fpeaking of you. That liberty and 
•^ that truth which have always guided my pen 
^' have procured me your good opinion^ Thefe 
" qualities muft ever pleafe a man of a getlius 
" like yours. Whoever does not efteem them, 
** may very probably be a man of eonftquence^ 
** but he can never be a great iftan.'* 

' As a politician is ever recurring to hfs-oM tracR?,. 
Alberoni, when he was Legate of Romagna, atod 
at the age of feventy, endeavoured to brJng the 
Ettlc RfiPUBLrc OF San' Mariko, which conned 
tipdn his government, under the dominion of the 
Pope. The Cardinal had intrigued fo fuccefsftrily 

witb 



vAtik fewie of the pfincijjal inhabitants, that the 
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans were 
to fwear allegiance to the Sovereign under whofe 
prot6^oh they had put themfelves. On the 
^y appointed^ Alberofii rides up the mountain 
with his fuite, and is received at the door of 
the principal church by the priefts and the 
chief inhabitants of the place, and condudred 
to hiis feat under a canopy, to hear High Mafs 
and Te Deum fufig (a ceremony ufual ih 
all Catholic countries upon fimihr occanons)^ 
Unluckily however for poor Alberoni, the Mafs 
began, as ufual I fuppofe in that Republic, with 
the word Libertas. This word had fuch an eiFed 
upon the minds of the hearers, who bi^an then, 
for the fird time perhaps, to recoiled that they 
were about to lofe the thing itfeif, that they fell 
upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove thexh 
out of the church, and made them defcend th^ 
very fteep mountain of San Marhio with mor6 
riqxdity than that with whicb they had afcended 
it, and the Popes have ever fmce that time left 
the inhabitants of San Marino to their old form 
of government*. This fmgular event took 
plac§ iathe year 1740* A bon mot of Benedid 
the Foufteenth on the occafion was current in 
every ipouth :— ^" Alberoni is like a glutton^ who 

^ (^oihmuxilcated to the Cotnpfler by that excelkiit liian 
^efiet al Paoli. 

T a " after 
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^^ after having eaten a large falmon^' cannot help 
*' cafting a wiftful eye at a xninnow." 

The following Ac^count of this little State, ex« 
traded from the manufcript Travels of the acute 
and learned Historian of Antient Greece, 
whofe refledions in defcribing the moft brilliant 
periods Republicanifm has to boafl, mufl: infpire 
every Briton with the ftrongeft attachment to the 
Conftitution and Government of his own Coun- 
try, that of a limited Monarchy, is permitted, by 
the kindnefs and liberality of the Writer, to em- 
belliih this CoUeaion. 

" At the diftance of twelve miles from Rimini 
" and the Pladriatic Sea, we beheld a cloud-capt 
" mountain, fleep, rugged, and inhofpitable, yet 
" to Britons^ whofc affe£tion for their own happy 
^< ifland cheriibed even the £dhteft image of con- 
'^ genial liberty, more. attra£tive and more ten* 
'^ gaging than all the gay luxuriance of * Tufcan 

** plains. 

* " The epithet Tufcan is juftificd by the authority of 
Polybiusy L ii. c. 14* and c. 17. He defcribes that e)c- 
tenfive plain bounded by the Alpl, the Apennines, ind 
the HadriatiC) and alfo the plains about Mola afid Capuai, 
called the Phlegrsean Fields, as antiently inhabited b]^ 
the Tufcans. The territory of this people, he fays, 
formed incomparably the fineft portioa of Europe. Before 
Polybius wrote his Hiilory, the dominion of the TufcaM 

« bai 
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'^ plains. A black expanfion of vapour partly 
*' concealed from our view the territory of what 
« the Greeks would have called a Nation, feldom 
^' viiited by ftrangers, though affuredly moft de- 
*^ ferving of that honour. Liberty brightens and 
" fertilizes the craggy rocks of St. Marino ; and 
^* inflead of paradifes inhabited by devils, (for thus 
" the recoUeftion or fuppofition of better times 
" indignantly charafterifes the countries through 
" which we had juft travelled,) this little State, 
" we were told, would exhibit rugged hills and 
** f&vage precipices cultivated and adorned by 
•* the ftubbom induftry of free men, who labour 
<f with alacrity, becaufe they reap with fecurity* 
*' We panted at the thoughts of taking a nearer 
*' furvey of this political wonder, and were im- 
" patient to leave Rimini j but the country ad- 
" jacent to that city was deluged with rain ; the 
*^ rivers continued to overflpw ; horfes could not 
«« fafely clamber over rocks ; and Rimini could 
^? not furnifh us with mules. But they are delicate 
^' travellers whom fuch puny difficulties could 
*? reftrain from vifiting this illuftrious mountain, 
" where Liberty, herfelf a mountain goddefs, has 



** had contrafted to a narrow fpan ; and according to tho 
** faying of the modern Italians, while the Pope poflcflc^ 
♦* the marrow, the Great Duke of Tufcany has now only 
i* the boncf of Italy.'* 

T 3 " upwards 



^f upwar4fi of fourteen eenluris9 ft^cftd her rnral 
<f tiiroue, Carelefs of mules, or horfefi, or cur** 
'f mgeSttowhiehi$iftth£l{j^ttbKcofSt.Mariiiei 
^' is at all times inacceflible^ we ^pted a mod^ 
<^ of travdiling i^hich m a country wh^re pomp i$ 
^ immoderarely ftudicd, becaufe ¥^ealth is too 
« indifcrimiflately prized^ might poflM)ly have 
** excluded unknown waftdeiers from the proud 
" manfions of Nobles a&dPrm£es>th^ Palaces of 
5< Bifliops, and the Vineas of "Cardinals ; i»ut 
^ which, we rightly coojeftiiwl^ wpuld recomr 
^ mend us as welcome gue^^s tP the ciuzi^i^ of 
^ St. Marino, wfaofe own. manlinefs of character 
f^ muft approve the congenial hardihood of hum* 
** ble pedeftrains. 

^* The difbmce from Rimini to the Boigo, or 
^ fuburbs of St. Marino, for the Citta, or city, 
*^ ftands half a mile higher on the hill, is oomptfted 
'^ at only ten Italian miles. But the badnsfs of 
u the weather, and jof the roads would have in*« 
^ creafed the tedioufiiefe of our fatiguing journey, 
^< had not our fancies been amuied by the ap^ 
<^ pearance and converfation of feveral peribn^ 
" whom we occafionally met or overtook, and 
*' who, notwithftanding that hardnefs of features 
** which charafterifes mountaineers, difplayed in 
*^ their words and looks a certain candour and 
f* fincerity, with an undefcribed mixture of hu- 

** manity 
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^'* manity and iirmncds^ vhicb we had rardy feen 
*^ pourtrayed on the face of an Italian* Such 
** Tirtue$, perhaps, many Italians may poflefs ; 
^ fuch virtues Rs^>hael and Guido probably 
^ diicenied in their contetnporaries ; unlefs it be 
^ fuppofed that the Antique not only ennobled 
^ and exalted, bpt originally infpired their con« 
^ ceptions. Yet whatever might be the pre- 
^ eminence of Roman bccauty, during the fplen* 
«* dour of the GiAque Cenio^ itmuft b^ confeffed 
^ of the Itaiians of our days, that the ezpreffion 
^ indicating virtues of this mild or generous caft, 
^ Iddom breaks dirough fhe dark gloom and 
<^ fullen cares which contraA their brow$ and 
*' cloud their countenances, 

<< Ac the diftance of five miles from Rimini, a 
^< fmall rivulet, decorated by a difproportionably 
'^ kffge ftone bridge, which at another feafon of 
^ the year would have exemplified the SpanilH 
** poverb of a bridge without water, feparates 
•f the tenitories of St, Marino from thofi? of the. 
*< Pope. Proceeding forward, we found the roa4 
** extremely narrow, much wora by the rain, 
*^ altemattely rough and flippery, and always fo 
^f bad, that we congratulated each other on re- 
** jeding the ufe of the miferable rips that were 
^^ offered to us at Rimini* Inthemidftofaheavy 
i^ (I^wer we clan&bered to the Borgo, fituatei on 
T 4 M the 
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^' the fidepf the hill, and diftaat (as.akea4y faid) 
" half a mile from the Citta, on its fummit. The 
^^ former is deftined for the habitation of peafants, 
'^ artizans, and (Irangers ; the hcmour of inha- 
" biting the latter is.referved for the nobles, the 
^' citizens, ,and thofe who, in the .language of 
'^ antiquity, would be.ftyled the public gueftsof 
*' the Commonwe^th. In the. whole territory 
'f there is but one inn ; and that of courfe in the 
'/ Borgo ; for. lone houfes are rgre in all parts of 
<* the Continent, the Briti^ dominions alone, by 
" their native ftrength and the excellence of their 
^ government, being happily, exempted irom the 
^' terror of banditti in time of peace, and maraud- 
" ers in time of war. . We difcovered the inn at 
*^ St. Marino, as is ufual in Italy, by the crowd 
*/ before the door. Having entered, we. were 
'^ civily received by the landlord, feated by the 
'* fire-fide in company with feveral other ifarax)igers, 
*^ and fpeedily prefented with a bottle of fparkling 
" white wine, the beft we had tailed in Italy, 
*^ and refembjing Champagne in the chara^leriitiq 
*J excellencies of that fprightly liquor. 

" We had not remained long in this Caravan* 
" fera, (for fuch is the proper name for the place 
*« of hofpitality in which we were received,) when 
" the drefs, manners, and converfation of our 
« fellow-trayellefs ftrongly excited our attention, 

« and 
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•* and afforded fcope for boundlefs fpeculation. 
** They were the moft favage-looking men that I 
^ had ever beheld ; covered with thick capottas*, 
^' of coarfe dark-brown woollen, lined with black 
♦^ flieep's fldn* Their hats, which they kept on 
" their heads, were of an enormous fize, fwelling 
** to the circumference of an ordinary umbrella. 
** With their drefs and appearance their words 
** and geftures bore too faithful a correfpondence. 
« Schiappi^* znA^*' coltellate^^ (gun-fhots and dag- 
'< ger-thrufts) were frequently in their mouths. 
^* As the wine went brifldy round, the converfa- 
*^ tion became ftill more animated, and took a 
^ turn more decidedly terrible. They now talked 
^^ of nothing but fierce encounters, hair-breadth 
** efcapes, and hideous lurking-places. From 
^ their whole behaviour, there was reafon to ap- 
** prehend, that we had unwarily fallen into com- 
•^ pany with Rinaldo's party : but a few hints 
^ that dropped from him who was moft intoxi- 
« cated finally undeceived us, and difcovered to 
^< our fatisfaftion and fhame, that inftead of a 
<* band of robbers, we had only met with a party 
« offmugglers. Their maiTy capottas and broads 
** brimmed hats formed their defenfive armour 
^ againft Cuftom-houfe officers and Sbirrif; 

» 

• Great coats. 

t Thofc who execute the orders of civfl magiftrat^. 

** and 



<' and the narrativee whf c)i t^ieyheafd or rislatecj 
^ with fuch aurdor and 4tiight» contained the afts 
«' of prowefe by which they bad repelled the 
*^ bravery of the Romans, and the arts of ftrata^ 
" gem by which they had deceived the cunnibig^ 
". of die Tofcaas. From the intermediate fitu- 
*^ ation of St. Marino between the dominions <^ 
« Tufcany and thofeof the Pope, its territory is 
** continually infefted by vifits from thofc wi- 
" Kcenfed traffickers, who being enemies by 
<' trade to thofe who admtnifter the krws and 
•'. coUeft the revenues of. their country, naturally 
** degenerate into daring and diforderly ruffians, 
« the terror of peaceful men, and bodi the dif- 
" grace and the bane of civilized fociety. 

*' From the company of the finugglers wc 
*^* longed toTeparate, the more becaufc they 
*« eagerly folicited our flay, promifing to cond^ift 
■' us f^ely acrofs the mountains, and to defend 
<* our perfons and properties againft robbers and' 
« affaffins ; but we thought it a piece of good 
" fortune, that our mofl valuable property, as 
«< we. (hewed to them, confifted in our fwords 
« and piftols. Having called our St. Marmo^ 
*» hoft, we paid him for his wine and his feufage 
*' CprofciuttiJ ; and were pleafed to find, that 
«' contrary to our imiverfal experience of Italian 
<< landbrds, he was uncommonly thankful for a 

« very 



^ very moderate gratification; a fingularit/ 
^^ vfaiefa, though it probably proceeded from h^ 
^^ being little ccmveriant with £ngU(h and other 
<f opulent travellers^ we treafored with delight^ 
'^ as a confpicuous propf of Republican * virtue, 
<< that had elcs^>ed pure and unfullied from the 
^' contagikioofthf)iew(»rthle&giieft6» with whom 
<< the nature of his trade ^ndemned him often to 
^^ affoqate. 

<^ About two o'clock in tfaq aftemocm, we left 
^^ the Borgo to climb up to the Citt^, carrying 
^^ our fwords in our right hands ; a precautioii 
^' which die company we had juft left warranted 
<^ in this modern Republic, but which^ as Thu« 
^f cydides informs us in his proem, would have 

* ^sThe wordi * lUpubUcan virtue* muft found harlh 
** to modem ears, {6 ihamefully hai a wild Democracy 
** abufed and profaned the name qf Republic. Yet, ac* 
** cording to MachiaveQi and Montefquieu> and their ma£» 
<< ter Ariftotlcy RepuUict re^mre more viittte than Mo* 
*^ narchiet, becauC? ip Republifi th< Citj^ent make laws 
^* to govern themfelves, whereas in Monarchies the fob* 
" jc6lfc are compelled to obey the law$ made by the Prince. 
*^ In Republican Governments, therefore, the citizens ought^ 
<< in the words of Ari^otk, and of a fUU higher aulho* 
" rity, * to be a law unto themfclves.' How few Nations 
** therefore are qualified, in modem times, for living happily 
^ under a Republic ; and leaft of all, that N>UOQ which 1ms 
<< (hewn itfelf the kaft virt^QUS ^f ^H'* 

« cxpofcd 
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" expc^ed U8 to be branded with the appellation 
*5 of Barbarians in the Republics of Antient 
" Greece. Before we had reached the fummit of 
*' tbfc hill, the cloud had difperfed, the fun flione 
*' Imght, we breathed a purer air, and the clear 
*5 light which difylzyed the city and territory of 
*^ St. Markio, was heightened by contraft with the 
V thick gloom which involved the circumjacent 
** plains. Tranfported with the contemplation 
" of a landfcape which feemed fo admirably to 
** accord with the political ftate of the mountain, 
*^ a bright gem of liberty amidft the datknefs of 
^f Italian fervitude, weclambered cheerfully over 
*f the precipides, never reflecHng that as there 
" was not anyplace of reception for ftrangers in 
" the Citta, we might poffibly be expofed to the 
*' alternative of fleeping in the ftreets, or return- 
*5 ing to the Caravanfera, crouded with fmugglers, 
^ whofe intoxication might exafperate their na- 
*^ tural ferocity. From all our pafi: remarks,,we 
•* had concluded that the vice of drunkennefs was 
« abominated even by the lowed claffes of the 
" Italians. We dreaded their fiiry and their kiiives 
*^ in this unufual ftate of mind ; but amidft all our 
*< terrors could not forbear philofophifmg ^ on 

• *^ what 

• *' This word requires an apology ; for the facred name . . 
" of Phflofophy has been as ihamefully polluted in modern . 
' ** timesj 
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*^ what we had feen, and conj^Suring, irom the 
'< tumultuous merriment and drunken debau- 
** chery of the fmugglera, that the famed fobriety 
*' of the Italian Nation is an.artiiidal virtue 
^* arifing from fituation and accident, not de* 
" pending on temperament, or refulting from 
*' charader. Drinking is the vice of. men whofe 
" lives are chequered by viciffitudes of toil and 
'^ eafe, of danger and fecurity« It is the vice of 
^< foldiers, mariners, and huntfinen; of thofe 
*< who exerdfe boiflerous occupations, or purfue 
*^ dangerous amuiements; and if . the modern 
'^ Italians are left addifbed to excefs in wine 
<< than the Greeks and Romans in antient, or 
'< the EngUih and Germans in modem times, 
*^ their temperance may fairly be afcribed to the 
'< indolent monotony of their liftlefs lives ; which, 
*^ being never exhaufted by £sitigue, can never be 
^* gladdened by repofe ; and being never agitated 
^^ by the terrors of danger, can never be tranf- 
** ported by the joys of deliverance. 

<* From tbefe airy fpeculations, by which we 
^ fancied that we ftripped Italy of what fome 



•* times, by Sophifts and Sceptics, as the word Republic 
«* hy Madmen and JLcTcllera. The prcfcnt genenitioa mutt 
** pafs away, before either of thele terms can refume its 
^ priltine and native hoaoiirt«'' 

" travellers 
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^ trtrdlers Iiaye too hiftily concluded US be th6 
<« only Tirtue which fhe has ieft^ we were 
*< awakened by the appearance of a venerable 
•« perfon, in a bag wig tod fword, cautioufly 
♦• leiding his Bourriquc * doi;^n the predpiGe. 
^ He returned our falute with an air of courtefy 
f^ befpedsing fiich affability^ that we quickly 
^ entered into converfadon with him, and dif- 
** covered to our furprife and joy, that we were 
^^ in company with d very reipediable perfonage, 
^ and one whom Mr. Addifon has cfigniiied 
^ with the appellation of ^ the fourth man in 
•^ * the State/ The ftipcndiary phyfician of 
«^St« Marino (for tlHs was the perfon with 
<^ whom we were conrerfing) told us, that we 
*^ might be accommodated with good lodgmg 
^^ in the Convent of Gapndiins j and as we 
** were ftrangcrs, that he would return^ fliew 
^ us the houfe, and prefent us to Father Bck 
^ nellL We ezpreflTed our unvrillingnefe to 
<^ give him the trouble of again afcending the 
•« hill J but of this trouble the deeply-wrinkled 
^ mmtictainder made light, and we yielded to 
^ hil psopoM witk only appacent rehiaance; 
«*_ fince, to the indelicacy of introducing our- 
«' felves,. we prefeVred the introdufUon of a 
« maa vfhom vf^ bad even eafually met with orx 
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•• the toad. To the Convent we were admitted 

** hy a frate ferveri^^ or lay friar, and condu^- 

^* ed to the fadre Maejiro, the Prior BonelK, a 

" man fixty years old, and, as we were told by 

« the Phyfician, defceilded from one of the no- 

•* bleft femilies in the Commonweahh. Having 

" received and returned fuch compliments as 

^ are held indifpenfable in this ceremonious 

'* country, the Pfior conduced us above ftairs, 

^ and ihewed ns two clean and comfortable 

** chambers, which he fiiid we might command, 

•* while we deigned to honour the Republic (fuch 

'^ were his expteffions) with the favour of our re- 

^* fidence. A§ to our entertainment, he laid we 

** might, as beft pleafed us, either fup apart by 

** ourfelvcs, or in company with him and his 

*• monks. We told him, our happinels would be 

** Complete, were we permitted to enjoy the advan- 

•* tage of his company and converfation* My 

*• convcrfation ! You fhall foon enjoy better than 

** mine ; fince within half an hour I fhall have the 

^ honour of conducing you to the hoiife of ^ 

^* charmingyoiingLady,(foImuft callher,thougK 

" my own kinfwoman,) whofe CanfuerfazionS af- 

•* feinble^ this evening. During this dialogue 

" a fervant arrived, bringing our portmanteau 

<' from Rimim, and thereby enabling us with 

*• more decency of appearance to pay our re- 

^ fpeds to the Lady, in oompany with the Priof 

6 ** her 
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^ her uncle- The SIgnora P— — received u^ 
^^ politely in an inner apartpent, after we had 
** paffed through tw6 outer rooms, in each of 
*' which there was a fervant in waiting* Above 
•^ a ' dozen Gentlemen, well dreffed and polite , 
" after the fafliion of Italy, with fix other La- 
" dies, formed this agreeable party, CoiFec 
•* and Sorbettis being ferved, cards were intro- 
•' duced J and, in quality of ftrangers, we had 
** the honour of lofing a few fequins at Ombre 
" with the Miftrefs of the Houfe. The other 
*^ Ladies prefent took up, each of them, two 
** Gentlemen ; for Ombre is the univerfel game, 
*^ becaufe in Italian Affemblies the number of 
** men commonly triples that of women ; the 
*^ latter, when unmarried, feldom going abroad ; 
*^ and when married, being ambitious of ap- 
*' pearing to receive company every evening at 
" home. Durmg the intervals qf play, we en- 
** deavoured to turn the converlation on the 
•* hiftory and prefent ftate of St. Marino, but 
*f found this fubjeft to be too grave for the 
** company. In this little State, as well as . in 
** other parts of Italy, the focial amufements of 
*^ life, confifting chiefly in what axe called C^^-^ 
** verfazioniy have widely deviated from the Sym^ 
•* pofia of the Greeks and the Convivia of the 
^^ Romans. Inflead of philofophical dialogues 
«« and epideiktic orations ; and inftead of thofe 

. " animated 
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** animated rehearfals of approved works of hif- 
^' tory and poetry, which formed the enter- 
" tainment and deUght of antiquity, the mo* 
*' dern Italian Converfaziones exhibit a very dif- 
•* ferent fcene ; a fcene in which play is the bu- 
" finefs ;. gallantry the amufement ; and of which 
•' avarice, vanity, and mere fenfual pleafure form 
** the fole connefling principle and chief ulti- 
** mate end. Such infipid and fuch mercenary 
** Aflemblies are fometimes enlivened by the 
" jokes of the buffoon ; the Improvifatore fome- 
times difplays in them the powers of his me- 
mory rather than the elegance of his fancy ; 
and every entertainment in Italy, whether gay 
** or lerious, is always feafoned with mufic ; but 
" chiefly that foft voluptuous mufic which was 
" banifhed by Lycurgus, profcribed by Plato, 
" and prohibited by other Legiflators, under fe- 
*' vere penalties, as unfriendly to virtue and dc- 
" ftruftive of manhood. The great amufements 
" of life are commonly nothing more than 
** images of its neceffary occupations} and 
" where the latter, therefore, are different, fo 
** alfo mufl be the former. Is it becaufe the 
^* occupations of the Antients were lefs foftened 
**. than thofe of the Moderns, that women are 
** found to have afted among different Nations 
** fuch different parts in Society ? and that the 
*^ pontraft is fo ftriking between the wife of a 
VOL. III. u . « citizen 
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" citizen of St. IMarino, furrounded with her 
" card-tables, her mufic, and h^T admirers, and 
*' the Roman Lucretia, node ferd dcditam lana 
*' inter lucuhrantes ancillas^ (Tit. liv. i. 57.) or 
" the more copious defcriptions of female mo- 
'' defty and iuduftry given by Ifchomachus in 
*' Xenophon*s Treatife on Domeftic CEconomy ? 
" In modern Italy this contraft of manners dif- 
" plays its greateft force. Though lefs beautiful 
** and lefs accompliflied than the Englifli and 
*^ French, the Italian women expeft fuperior 
*' attention, and exaft greater affiduities. To 
" be well with the Ladies, is the higheft ambition 
*' of the men. Upon this principle their man- 
" ners are formed ; by this their behaviour is 
" regulated ; and the art of converfation, in its 
" utmoft fprightlinefs and higheft perfeftlon, i* 
" reduced to that playful wantonnefs, which 
" touching flightly on what is felt moft fenfibly, 
*' amufes with perpetual (liadows of defired 
*' realities. 

*' To the honour of St. Marino, it muft be 
" obferved, that neither the Prior Bonelli, nor 
*' two X^ounfellors who were prefent, took any 
*' confiderablepart in this too fportive converfa- 
*' tion; and the Gentlemen at the Signora P — '& 
«« were chiefly Romans and Florentines ; men^ 
" we were told, whom fometimes misfortune and 

" fome- 
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•^^ fometimes inclination, but more frequently ex- 
*' travagance and neceffity drive from their re- 
** fpeftive countries, and who, having relations 
** or friends in St. Marino, eftablilh themfelves in 
** that cheap city, where they fubfift on the wreck 
" of their fortunes, and elude the purfuit.of their 
*' creditors. 

" Next morning Bonelli having invited feveral 
*^ of his fellow-citizens to drink chocolate, we 
" learned from them, that the morality and piety 
" whfch had long diftinguiflied St. Marino, daily 
** fuffered decline through the contagious in- 
" fluence of thofe intruders, whom good policy 
** ought never to have admitted within the 
** territory, but whom the indulgence of huma- 
" nity could not be prevailed on to expel. 

" After breakfaft, our good-natured landlord 
" kindly propofed a walk, that his Englilh guefts 
*' might view the city and adjacent country. The 
" main ftreet is well paved, but narrow and fteep. 
*' The fimilarity of the houfcs indicates a happy 
*' mediox:rity of fortune. There is a fine ciftern 
** of pure water ; and we admired the coolnefs 
*' and dryncfs of the wine-cellars, ventilated by 
** communications with caverns in the rock. To 
,*' this circumftance, as much ae to the quality of 
r^5 iho foil and careful culture of ijhe grape, the 

u 2 " wine 
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" wine of St. Marino is indebted for its peculiar 
** excellence. 

** The whole territory of the RepubKc extends 
** about thirty miles in circumference. It is of 
" an irregular oval form, and its mean diameter 
" may be eftimated at fix Englifli miles. The 
*^ foil naturally craggy and barren, and hardly fit 
** for goats, yet aftually maintains (fuch are the 
** attraftions of Liberty) upwards of {even thou- 
" fand perfons ; and being every where adorned 
** by mulberry-trees, viues, and olives, fupplies 
** the materials of an advantageous trade, parti- 
" cularly in filk, with Rome, Florence, and 
^ other cities of Italy. 

*' In extent of territory, St. Marino, inconfide- 
*' rable as it feems, equals many Republics that 
** have performed mighty atchievements and pur- 
•* chafed immortal renown. The independent 
^' States of Thefpise and Platsca were refpeftively 
" lefs extenfive; and the boundaries of the 
*' modern Republic exceed thofe of -^gina an4 
^* Megara ; the former of which was diftinguifhed 
** by its commerce and its colonies^ in Egypt and 
" the Eaft ; and the latter, as Lyfias and Xeno- 
•* phon inform us, could bring into the field, be- 
** fides proportional bodies of light troops, 3000 
** hardy pikemen, who viith the fervice of Mars 

" united 
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" unitedthatof Ceres and of Bacchus-; extraft- 
'^ ing from bleak hills and rugged mountains 
^* rich harvefts and teeming vintages. 

" The remembrance of our beloved Republics 
** of Greece, ennobled by the ineftimable gifts of 
" unrivalled genius, endeared to us St. Marino, 
•* even by its littlenefs. In this literary enthufiafm, 
" we could willingly have traverfed every inch of 
*^ its diminutive territory: but politenefs required 
*' that we fhould not fubjeft Bonelli and his 
** friends to fuch unneceffary fatigue ; and the 
" changeablenefs of the weather, a continual 
** variation of funlhine and cloudinefs, the fo- 
** lenmity of dark magnifying vapours, together 
*' with the velocity of drizzly or gleamy fliowers, 
** produced fuch unufual accidents of fight and 
<« fhade in this mountain fcene, as often fufpended 
*' the motion of our limbs, and fixed our eyes in 
" aftonifliment. From the higheft top of St. 
** Marino we beheld the bright fummit of ano* 
** ther and far loftier mountain, towering above, 
*' and beyond, a dark cloud, which by contrail 
*' threw the conical top of the hill to fuch a 
*' diftance, that it feemed to rife from another 
** world. The height of St. Marino (we were 
*' told) had been accurately meafured by Father 
^* Bofcovich, and found to be nearly half a mile 
«« above the level of the neighbourmg fea. 

u 3 " Almoft 
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** Almoft immediately after returning from our 
" walk, dinner was ferved at the Convent ; for 
" the politenefs of Father Bonelli had prolonged 
" his flay abroad far beyond his ufual hour of 
** repaft. Speedily after dinner we were con- 
** duftcd by the good Father to the Conver/azione 
" of another lady, alfo his relation, w^here we 
*^ had the honour of meeting the Capitaneos^ or 
« Confuls, the Commijareo^. or Chief Judge, and 
" feveral diflinguiflied Members of the Senate. 
« Recommended only by our youth and curiofity, 
« we fpent the evening moft agreeably with 
<« thofe refpeftable magiftrates, who were as 
«^ communicative in anfwerlng as inquifitive in 
** afking queflions. The company continually 
** increafmg, and Father Bonelli carefully ad- 
*« dreffing all new-comers by the titles of their 
" refpeftive offices, we were furprifed toward the 
" clofe of the evening, and the ufual hour of 
" retirement, that we had not yet feen // Signor 
** Dottore and // Padagogo Publico^ the Phyfician 
" and Schoolmafter, whom Mr. Addifon repre- 
** fents as. two of the moft diftinguifhed digni^ < 
*^ taries in the Commonwealth. A fhort ac- 
« quaintance is fufficient to infplre confidence 
<* between congenial minds. We frankly tefti- ' 
^' fied our furprife to the Father. He laughed 
*' heartily at our fimplicity, and thought the 
^' joke too good not to be communicated to the 

^^ company. 
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*' company. When their vociferous mirth had 
** fubfided, an old gentleman, who had been re- 
** peatedly inverted with the higheft honours of his 
'* country, obferved, that he well knew Mr. Ad- 
" difon's account of St. Marino, which had been 
" tranflated more than once into the French and 
" Italian languages. Remote and inconfider- 
*' able as they were, his anceftors were highly 
^^ honoured by the notice of that illuflrious tra- 
** veller, who, he underftood, was not only a 
" claflic author in Englifii, but an author who 
'* had uniformly and mod fuccefsfully employed 
** his pen in the caufe of Virtue and Liberty. 
" Yet, as muft often happen to travellers, 
*" Mr. Addifon, he continued, has, in fpeaking 
'* of this little Republic, been deceived by firft 
" appearances. Neither our Schoolmafter nor 
** Phyfician enjoy any pre-eminence in the State. 
** They are maintained indeed by public falaries, 
" as in feveral other cities of Italy ; and there is 
" nothing peculiar in their condition here, ex- 
*' cept that the Schoolmafter has more and the 
" Phyfician lefs to do than in moft other places, 
^* becaufe our difeafes arc few, and our cluldren 
*' are many. This fally having been received 
" with approbation by the comj^any, the veteran 
*« proceeded to explain the real diftinclion. of 
" ranks in St. Marino, confifting in the Ncbi/ij 
^* Cittadini^ and Siipcndiate^ Nobles,- Citizens, 
u 4 " and 
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«' and Stipendiaries. The Nobles, he told u», 
** exceeded not twenty families, of which feveral 
" enjoyed eftates without the territory, worth 
*' from three to eight hundred pounds a-year 
« fterling : That, from refped to the Holy See, 
** under whofe proteftion the Republic had long 
*' fubfifted quietly and happily, many perfons of 
'^ diftinftion in the Pope's territories had been 
'^ admitted Cittadini Honorati^ Honorary Citizens 
" of St. Marino, particularly feveral illuftrious 
*' houfes of Rimini, and the forty noble families 
^* of Bologna. Even of the Venetian Nobles 
" themfelves, antient as they certainly were, and 
'* inverted as they ftill continued to be with the 
*' whole fovereignty of their country, many dif* 
" dained not to be aflbciated to the diminutive 
«' honours of St, Marino, and to increafe the 
*' number of its citizens ; and that this aggrega- 
'* tion of illuftrious foreigners, far from being 
" confidered as dangerous to public liberty, was 
*' deemed eflential, in fo fmall a Commonwealth, 
«' to national fafety. 

« Left the converfation might talce another 
«^ turn, I drew from my pocket Mr. Addifon^s 
** account of St. Marino, which, being exceed- 
" ingly (hort, I begged leave to read, that his 
<* errors, if he had committed any, might be 
** corrected, and the alterations noted which the 

" country 
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*^ country had \mdergone in the fpace of fcvcnty 
« years, from 1703 to 1773. 

*' The propofal being obligingly accepted, I 
" read in Mr. Addifon, * They have at St. Ma- 
** rino five churches, and reckon above five 
*' thoufand fouls in their community.* Inftead 
" of which I vas defired to fay, * They have in 
" St. Marino ten parifhes, ten churches, and 
** reckon above feven thoufand fouls in their 
*' community/ Again Mr. Addifon fays, * The 
" Council of Sixty, notwithftanding its name, 
" confifts but of Forty Perfons.* That was the 
" cafe when this illuftrious author vifited the 
" Republic y but the Council has fince that 
" time been augmented by twenty members, and 
" the number now agrees with the name. Thefc 
^^ circumftances are important ; for from them 
*' it appears, that while the neighbouring terri- 
*^ tory of Rome is impoveriflied 'and gloomed by 
*^ the dominion of ecclefiaftics^ of which, in the 
** words of Dr. Robertfon, * to fqueeze and to 
*' amafs, not to ameliorate, is the objeft*;' and 

« while 

* « See Robertfon*8 Charles V. vol. I. fed. iii. p. 157. 
** The DoAor adds, * Tht patrimony of St. Peter was worfe 
** governed than any other part of Europe ; and though a 
^< generous Pontiff might fufpend for a little, or counterad 
<< the effefl of thofe vices which are peculiar to the govern^ 
^ ment of eccleiiaiiics, the difeafe not only remained incn* 
*« rable, but has gone on increaiing from age to age, an^ 

« tho 
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" while the neighbouring cities of Tufcany are 
" accufed of (hamefuUy abandoning their privi- 
*' leges and their weahh to the Grand Duke, 
" who, parfimonious in the extreme, as to his 
" own perfon-and government, is thought foli- 
*.^ citous of feconding by his heavy purfe the 
" wild projefts of his brother the Emperor Jo- 
** feph, the little Republic of St. Marino, on the 
^^ contrary, h:i.^ been increafing its populoufnefs, 
*^ confirming its Tirength, and extending the 
" bafis of its government. For thefe advantages 
" it is indebted to its mountainous fituation. 



<* the decline of the State has kept pace with its propcfs.* 
•* On reading over this pr-ffage a doubt an'ics whether it 
" oii;^ht not to be expunged, as unjulUy fevcre. Confidcrcd 
** in one view, the dominion of tlvc Popes was naturally pre* 
" judicial to Society ; but an evil becomes a good, which 
•* prevents evils greater than itfelf. The authority of Popes 
** reftraincd the alternate tyranny of paramount Kings anj 
** feudal Barons. Religion, in its Icafl perfect form, was 
** a check to headftrong paffion, and a rellraint on ruffian 
«* violence : and fhould it be admittcvl, that the temporal 
*' government of ccclefiaflics had tended to dcprefs the in- 
** duftry and populoufnefs of their immediate dominions, (a 
** pofition which would require a very complex and elaborate 
** iBveillgation to fubftantiate,) yet this "local dcpreflion 
" would be compenfatcdandoveri -^lanced by the diftlnguifhcd 
" merit of the Popes, in the prefervatlon, advancement, and 
« diffufion of learning, civility, and elegant arts j to which 
<* Rome, in barbarous ages, offered the only, or the fafeft, 
«* afylum ; and of which fhc fUU exhibits the iriuft iuefU- 
•< mable models," 

^* virtuous 



CARDINAL ALBERONI. 299 

*' Virtuous manners, and total want of ambition ; 
'* which laft-mentioned qualities, as antient hif- 
*^ tory teaches us, are far from being charaAer- 
^^ iftic of Republican government; though a 
*' Republic that is without them, can neither 
" fubfift happily itfelf, nor allow happinefs to 
" its neighbours. 

" In the Republics of Italy, (St. Marino alone 
*' excepted,) the people at large are excluded, 
** by the circumftance of their birth, from any 
*^ principal fliare in the fovereignty. Inftead of 
" one Royal Mafter, they are fubjefts of *6oo 
*' petty Princes ; and their condition is far lefs 
** eligible than that of the fubjefts of Monarchies ; 
*^ becaufe the latter cannot be coUeftively de- 
*' graded by the rank of a Monarch, which, ex- 
*' eluding comparifon, is fuperior to envy ; and 
*^ are individually entitled to afpire, by their 
" talents and merits, to the exercife of every 
^^ magifttacy, and to the enjoyment of every 
*' preferment and every honour which their 
" King and Country can beftow. The Repub- 

* " In the fliop of an eminent book Cl Her and publifher of 
«< an antient and celebrated Republic of Italy, I was explain- 
" ing to a young patrician tlie nature of an Englifh circu- 
" lating Library. * Why don't you/ fa id he, turning to 
« the bookfellcr, * introduce fuch an inftitutibn ?* The other 
^* replied, * Sorio troppo prindpi ?' — Wc have too ma^y 
*« princes," 

"lie 
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<' lie of St. Marino, on the other h^ind, like 

" feveral Commonwealths of Antiquity, and like 

** fome leffer Cantons of Switzerland, for the 

•* greater are univerfally moulded after the rigid 

" Italian model, contains what is found by ezpe- 

^' rience to be a due mixture of popular govern- 

" ment among fo fimple a people, and in fo 

'' fmall a State. The Council of Sixty is 

" equally compofed of Nobili and Cittadinij Pa- 

*' tricians and Plebeians. This Council, which 

^* may be called the Senate, conducts the ordi- 

•^ «iary branches of public adminiftration ; but the 

" ArengOy or affembly of the People, containing 

" a Reprefentative from every houfe or family, is 

" fummoned for the purpofe of eledions, and on 

" other important emergencies : it has always ap- 

" proved the decifions of the Senate. In chuiing 

" Senators and Magiftrates, the refped of the citi- 

<* zens for hereditary worth commonly r^fes the 

*« fon. to the dignity before held by his father. 

** Indeed moft profeffions and employments de- 

" fcend in lineal fucceffion among this fimpk 

^* pec^le 5 a circumftance which explains a very 

•* extraordinary faft mentioned by Mr. Addifon, 

*' that in two purchafes made refpeftively in the 

<< years iioo and 1170, the names of the com- 

« miffioners or agents, on the part of the Repub- 

«< lie, fhould be the fame in both tranfaftions, 

<* though the deeds were executed at the diftance 

*' of feventy years from each other. 

^' Not- 
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" Notwithftanding the natural and proper in- 
** 0uence of wealth and birth and merit, the 
** liberties and properties of individual are in- 
" comparably more fafe m St, Marino than they 
•* can ever poffibly be under the capricious 
*' tyranny of a levelling Democracy ; and the 
^^ people at large have the firmeft fecurity, that 
** their fujperiors will not abufe their juft pre- 
** eminence, fince all the plebeians of full age 
*^ zt6 trained to arms, and commanded by a fort 
*^ of military Tribune of their own chufing, 
*' whofc employment is inferior in dignity to that 
" of the Capitaneos, or Confuls, yet altogether 
" diftinft from the jurifdiftion of thofe Pa- 
*' trician Magiftrates. This important military 
** officer is overlooked by Mr, Addifon, who has 
*^ alfo Emitted to mention the Treafurer of the 
*« Republic. The bufmefs of the latter confifts in 
•^^ coUedingand adminiftering thepublic contribu- 
^^ tions, and in paying the Stipendiati or Penfion- 
" aries, whofe falaries, as may be imagined, are 
*' extremely moderate ; that of the Commifareo^ 
*« . or Chief Judge, amounting only to fixty pounds 
•* a-year. His income is confiderably augmented 
*^ hyxh^fportula or fees paid by thelitigant parties ; 
'* fo that his whole appointments fall little fliort of 
" ,one hundred pounds per ann. a fum which in 
*' this primitive Commonwealth is found fuffici- 
" cient to fupport the dignity of a Chief Juftice. 

« The 
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*' The laws of St. Marino are contained in a 
" thin folio, printed at Rimini, entitled, " Statuta 
" Illujirj/fma Reipublica ;** and the whole hiftory 
** of this happy and truly illuftrious, becaufe 
" virtuous and peaceable, community is com- 
" prifed in the account of a war in which the 
" Commonwealth affifted Pope Pius IL againft 
" Malatefta, Prince of Rimini ; in the records of 
*^ the purchafe of two caftles, with their depend- 
** ent diftrifts, in the years n oo and 1 1 70 ; and 
•* in the well-authenticated narrative of the 
" foundation of the State above fourteen hundred 
" years ago by St. Marino, a Dalmatian Architeft^ 
" who, having finiflied with much honour the 
*• repairs of Rimini, retired to this folitary moun* 
" tain, praftifed the aufterities of a hermit^ 
" wrought miracles, and with the afSftance of a 
" few admirers built a church and founded a 
" city, which his reputation for fanftity fpeedily 
*' reared, extended, and filled with inhabitants. 
" In the principal church, which as well as that 
" of the Francifcans contains fonie good pictures, 
•^ the ftatue of this Saint and Lawgiver is erefted 
" near the high altar. He holds a Mountain in 
** his hand, and is crowned with three Caftles ; 
*' emblems which, from what has been above 
«« faid, appear. fitly chofen for the arms of the 
** Republic. 



a 



Mr. 
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" Mr. Addifon obferves, that the origin of 
*^ St. Marino muft be acknowledged to be far 
" nobler than that of Rome, which was an afylum 
" for robbers and murderers, whereas St. Marino 
*' Wfis the refort of perfons eminent for their piety 
*' and devotion. This obfervation appears to me 
*' to be erroneous in two refpefts, decorating 
*' with unfair honours the one Republic, and 
** heaping unmerited difgrace on the other. If . 
" piety founded St. Marino, with this piety much 
'* fuperftition was intermixed ; a fuperftition un- 
" friendly to the beft principles of fociety, and 
*' hoftile to the favourite ends of nature, preach- 
" ing celibacy, and exafting mortification, the 
" hideous offspring of ignorance and terror, de- 
« tefting men as criminals, and trembling at God 
" as a tyrant. But Rome, according to the 
" only hillorian* who has circumftantially and 
** authentically defcribed its early tranfa£lions, 
" was an expanfion of Alba Longa, itfelf a 
*^ Grecian Colony, which, according to the im- 
'« memorial and facred cuftom of its mother- 
*' country, diffufed into new fettlements the 
" exuberance of a flouriftiing population, pro- 
" duced by the wifeft and moft liberal inftitutions. 
" According to the fame admirable hiftorian, 
" the manly difcernment of Romulus offered an 

* Dionyfius of Halicamaffus, 

" afylum 
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" afylum not merely for robbers and murderers, 
** but for thofe who were threatened with mur- 
" der or robbery, who fpumed fubjeftion, or 
•* fled from oppreffion ; for amidft the iawlefs 
" turbulence of antient Italy, the weak needed 
•* proteftors againft the ftrong, the few againft 
*' the many; and Rome, at hcr-earlieft age, 
« already fyftematically affifted the weakeft party ; 
« thus adopting in her infancy that politick 
** heroifm, that was deftined, by firm and ma- 
** jeftic fteps, to conduft her manhood and 
•' maturity to the fair fovereignty of confenting 
'* Nations* 

" Both in their origin and in their progrcfs, 
** Rome and St. Marino form the natural objeds, 
f * not indeed of a comparifon, but of a ftriking 
** contraft ; and compreffed as is the latter Re- 
" public between the dominions of the Pope and 
«' thofe of the Grand Duke, to whofe fubjcfts 
«' St. Marino is bound to allow a free paflage 
" through its territory, it citizens would deferve 
" ridicule or pity, did they affedl the charafter, 
" or imitate the maxims, of thofe magnanimous 
" Senators, who, for the fpace of more than two 
*^ centuries, fwayed the politicks and controuled 
" the revolutions of the world. Convinced that 
•* their independence refults from their infigni- 
<< ficancy, the Senators of St. Marino fmiled, 
9 " when 
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^^ when we read in Mr. Addifon, * Thefe Re- 
*' publicans would fell their liberties dear to any 
" that attacked therri.* We had not the indeli- 
*^ cacy to defire them to interpret this fmile ; of 
** to make ourfelves any comment upon it, being 
^^ perfuaded, that, precarious and fliadowy as their 
** liberty is, their rational knowledge and their 
*' virtues have enabled them to extraft from ic 
*^ both fubftantial and permanent enjoyment, and' 
** make them live happier here, amidft rocks and 
*' fnows, than are their Tufcan and Roman 
** neighbours in rich plains and warm vallies.' 

" To the inhabitants of this little State, the 
^^ Arengo J the Council, the different offices of 
** magiftracy, innocent rural labours, and military 
'^^ exercifes equally ufeful and innocent, fupply 
^* a continual fucceffion of manly engagements. 
•* Hopes and fe&rs refpedling the fafety of their 
*' country awaken curiofity and excite inquiry. 
" They read the gazettes of Europe with in- 
*^ tereft ; they ftudy hiftory with improvement ; 
** in converlation their queftions are pertinent, 
** and their anfwers fatisfaftory. Contrary to 
^« what has been obferved by travellers of other 
/* Italians, the citizens of St. Marino delight in 
^' literary comnerfation ; and JMr. Addifon re- 
« marks, that he hardly met with an unlettered 
" man in their Republic. In fpeaking of Bee- 
VOL. III. X " caria's 



*' caria's book CTfi- Style, thm recently piibfifted^ 
'^ one of the Senators faid^ that it xiras a ttesHfib 
*' on ftyle in a very bad flyle^ aboundmg in Sadfe 
<f ornaments and epigrammatic galHdfm* - An- 
^^ other obferved, be mihtd that feihidMbli; 
^ writer, who had been commented on by ^F- 
^ taire, an author ftill more &fhionabie and'fiior^ 
«^ pernicious than himfeif, wonld confine bifxtfelf 
^ to fuch hannlefe topics as rhetoric and ftyle ; 
'* for his bo6k,vpn Crimes and Ptmifhments was 
*' calculated to do much feriofus nnfchief, at tcaftf 
** to prevent much pofitive good ; becaufe in 
*' that popular work he had declaimed very per- 
^ fuafively againft capital puniSiments, in a 
" country long dilgraced by capital citmes^ wIacK 
" were fcarceJy ever capitally ptmifhed* 

** The love of letters which diffingulftes the 
**^ people of St- Marino makes them regret that 
«' they are feldom vifited by literary trave!feiV. 
** Of our own countrymen belongkig to ^fe de- 
« fcription, they mentioned with much n^^ 
<< Mr. Addifon and U Signor Giovanni Symohd^, 
** now Profcflbr of ififtory m the Univerfity of 
" Cambridge* We were proud of being cltffed 
^' with fuch men by the honeft fimpKcity of thefe 
" virtuous Mountaineers, whom we left with: 
<< regret, mod heartily wifhing to them the con-* 
<* tinuance of their liberties \ which, to men of 

« their 



^ dMsr cliara^er^ mi dkdrr 4^, aM reaS and 
^ fofid bleffingaf. 

« For let if never be forgottOTi^ that the Ineffi- 
^ ttable gift of dvS liberty may often be provi- 
«• den^ly with-held» becaufe it cannot befafely 
^ beftc^wdd, unlefe rational knowledge ha» been 
^ attsdned^ and virtu(Mi9 habits have been ac- 
^* quited. In the laii^uage of the i^ifeft niah of 
<< Pagaih antiqiuty, a great length of time is re- 
^ qiiifife to the formation of any moderately good 
*• Government; becanfe that Government is 
^ always the befl, which is the beff adapted tp 
« the genhis uid habits of its febjefttf*. The 
•* inftitutions which fuit the well-balanced frame 
^* of mind of the Mountaineers of St. Marino, 
^ who, bresithing a purer air, feem to have di- 
** veiled themfelves of ftiany of the groffer and 
♦* more earthly affeftions, might ill accord with 
^* the foftened tenants of the Gapuan Plains; 
^* fince^ accorc&ig to the fame penetrating 
^ fearcher int<y the fecrets of human nature, 
♦* « the iahabitama of the Fortunate Iflands, if 
/^ fueh iflands teally exift, mud either be the 
•* mod virtuous or the moft' wretched of men/ 
^ Ariftotle hardly knew the mhabitants of the 
•• Britifli Ifles ; but let us, who know ourfelves ' 

* Anftot. Politics, 5* 6. 

X 2 " and 
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<' and oyr^ood fortune, ronfide in the aflaraiidl, 
'* that this incomparable Author would no longer 
*' entertain the above geographical doubt, were 
*• he to re^dve in, the eighteenth century, and to 
** vifit the Britiih dominions under the goyem- 
" ment.of George til. As we have long been 

^ *' the happieft of Nations, let us cheriih the 
^* hope, that the caufes of our happinefs ara, 
** morally fpeaking, inalterable. The charafter 
** of pur anceftors, uniting, beyond all people on 

/* earth, lirmnefs with humanity, gave to us our 
" Government; andthepreferyationof pur Gcn 
" vernment, as it now.flands, under a Prince 
** who i^ at once the Patron and the Modd of 
" thof^yirtues on which alone National profperity 
*' can reft, forms, the fureft pledge for the ftabi* 
*^ Uty of that charafter,^ which has long adorned^ 
" and we truft will ever adorn, the envied name 
•« of Briton." 

» 

The View of San Marino is taken from a 
fketch made upon, the fpot by Mr. Wilson, the 
celebrated Landfcape-Painter, in 1751, when he 
travelled through Italyin company with Mr. Loch 
of Norbury-Park. 
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LOUIS ^HE FIRST, 

KING OF FWNCE, 
' ' CALLED LE BEBONNAIRE.' 

[814—840.] 

*' Tm^^ Prince," fays Montefquieu, "the 
" fport of his paffions, and the dupe even of his 
** own virfues, neither knew his ftrength nor his 
•* weakhefs. He was unable to make himfelf 
** either hated or beloved, and with no vice in 
•' his heart, he had every pofEble defeft in' his 
"head^'' 

One of the firft fumptuary laws in France was 
made in his reign : it forbad both to ecclefiaftics 
and to foldiers the wearing of filk gowns and 
ornaments of gold and filver ; to the firft, it forbad 
rings fet with precious flones, belts and fhoes en- 
riched with gold or precious ftones, and harnelTes 
and bridles emboffed with gold and filyer. He 
was very angry with his foldiers who took any- 
thing of value with. them into the field. ** Is it 
" not fufficient/' faid he to them, " to expofe 
" your lives, without enriching your enemies 
" with the fpoils ..they, take from you, and 
f' enabling theip to become rich at yo.vir ^x- 
^* pence?'' 
./ ' ^ X 3 Louis 
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Louis had all the minute fcnipulofity of dc- 
votion. In his laft ficknefe he told his Officers, 
th^t his difeafe wa« iAflid:ed upon him for not 
having kept the laft Lent with fufficient ftrianefs ; 
" and now," add^ he;, «.you fee that I am 
« obUged to feft." 

*« Thpfe yirho had4i}$ confidence/' fiiy&F^uchet, 
*f abufed it in the extreme j wl|id^ happpned/' 
** Sidds he, ^^f^ur s^c^fier ifcfi aUreet ^^oL- 
** nuxiier^ car cqndmn qtfe ^foit chfs hi^^nf^BOffe i 
** ^ Frifuefa^mt ti i^Vojttfitifi^St 4^^^l e^r€ flus 



Dante, in the Twentieth Canto of his ^ Pur* 
♦* gatory," makes this Monarch fay, 

*' Figliuolfui ^tm Bfccoio di Parigi t 
** Ifui radici de la, mala piarita, 
*' Che la terra Chrifiiana tutta aJu^ia, 
<* Si che iuonfrutio radtf/e nefihtanta ;— » 

<< I was the fpn of a Batcher of Paris : I W9S th^ 
<* root of the bad plant that has fo oyer(hade4 
«« all the Chriftian country, that it but rarely pro* 
*^ duces good fruit/' 

^' M 
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-^^ As this pafla^e of Dante," fays Pafquier, 

/' was one day being explained to Francis the 

:^^ Firft, by Luigi Allemano, he was outrageous 

^' at the faliity which it contained, and ordered 

^^ diat it fiiould be torn out of the book ;. and 

^ with great indignation forbad the reading of it 

" throughout his kingdom. To excufe, however, 

•■*^thc tiii|>ertidd!i€€ of the pofege, Pafquier fup- 

^* fittfes that l^t^te, under the appdlation of 

^ ^Aifchet, «hi^Mc^ that of ab great and valiant 

' « warrior J in the fdm«fmjmner/^ adds he, •^that 

*^ the ftiiiious^ Ofive^€liflbn was called a butchfer 

'« byhiscountryinw^bedaufeheneverfparedthe 

'I ^< life of any EngKfhman that fell mto his hands; 

^^aadrtitet-riie fec ca u ^ Dtifce of €Kiifc was called 

** a butcher by the Huguenots/* Some authors 

•iMkvc fuppofed that Dante wag rotighly treated Ijy 

'Charles de Valois, King of France, a defcendant 

of Capet, who came to Horenoe as the Legate of 

JPppe Bonifecethe Eighth, to fettle the diforders 

of that city^ and ^at he revenged himfelf upon 

iiim, in thus d^redcdng the flock of his race. 

The French writers apj)car id fee uncertain for 
what reafon the name of Cafet was given to Hugh; 
feme fuppofing it took its rife from his having a 
I large head j others alledging, that it was given to 
him,jEcomlhe quantity or the quality of brains 
which his head contained. . 

X 4 



1 31a 3. 

LOl/IS THE SIXTH, 

SURNAMED LB GROS. 
[1108 — 1137.] 

In the reign of this Prince, the Sovereign of 
France poffeffed merely a portion of the king^ 
dom : the reft of it was governed by the great 
vaflals of the Sovereign, who were tyrants v^thin 
their own domains, and rebellious aga^nit their 
Prince. One of the nobles of Louis, on going 
out to fight with his vaflals, againft his Sovereign, 
faid ferioufly to his wife, ^* Countefs, give me the 
** fword that.hangs up in my hall." On receiv- 
ing the fword from the hands of his wife, he ex- 
claimed, " He is a Count pnly who receives it 
*' from your noble hands ; but he is a Sovereign 
*' who will bring it back again to you covere4 
*« with the blood of his rival.** 

In an engagement in which Louis was, a foldier 
of the enemy took hold of the bridle of his horfe, 
crying out, " The King is taken." — " KnoF* 
*' Sir," rej^ed Louis, lifting up his battle-axe, 
with which he clave his head in two, " Know, 
** Sir, a King is never taken, not even at 
♦< Chefs." 
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The laft words which he uttered to his fon be* 
fore his death, were, '* Ne oubliez jamais j monjils^ 
** que Fautorite Royale eji un fardeau^ dont vous 
*' rendrez, un compU ires exaSl apres fuofre mort : 
** My fon, always bear in mind, that the royal 
** authority is a charge impofed upon you, of 
*^ which, after your death, you muft render aa 
*• exaft account/.^ 

Louis was called " le Gros — ^the Great,*' on 
a£count of his fi^e. Louis the Fourteenth was 
one day aiking Boijeau, whether there was any 
diflPerence in the meaning of the epithets gros and 
^and. "Is there none. Sire," demanded the fatirift, 
^' betwefsn Loui? fe Gros and Loui3 le Grand f** 



ABELARD, 



The following fimple and elegant Infcription 
was fome years ago placed on the ftone that 
covers the remains of the too celebrated Abelard 
^dEloifa: 

Hie 

Suh eoiem tnarmore jacent 

Hujus Monafterii Conditer 

Fhtrus Abaillardus 

fit Jibbatijfa Prima 

HfiLOiSA } 

Olim 



^ mcrdy to render him miferable ! No, no/ 
*' added the willing vidtim, * I was unworthy of 
^ being united with him, and fince I am the caufe 
f^ of all his miferies, it is but juft that I fliould 
^ fuffer the puniihment for them.' Having fpoken 
*^ thus, flie tore herfelf away from the hahds 
*' of the perfons that were attempting to hold 
** her, and ran up to the Altar as to a funeral 
^' pile upon which iQie was to confummate the 
*^ facrifice. She then, with the great^ reverencej^ 
*' kiffed the. holy cloth that covered it, took the 
^' black veil from it with her own hands, covered 
•' her face with it, and pronounced her vows 
*^ with a courage and a firm tone of voice fupe- * 
♦' rior to: the oatural timidity of her fex." 

Her aufterity as a Nun is thus defcribed by fhq 
Abbot of Cluni : 

' *^ Her tears bad long fince deitroyed her 
*' beauty. A fad palehefs.tobk plape of her na- 
^ tutal yermillion. Her. eyes loft all their fire ; 
^^ and her whole frame was brokep down by 
^ %nd. She looked upon herfelf as the difcon- 
^.folate widow mentioned by St. Paul, whofe 
^' only occupation is to weep and to lament. 
** After the death of Abelard, ihe hardly ever 
^^ went into the Monaftery except to attend the 
*.' offices of the church ; and except the times of 
^ her attendance in'thp choir, when flie had al- 
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^ ways her veil thrown over her face to hide her 
" tears, (he remained fliut up in her cell at pray- 
*' ers, or was upon her knees before the tomb 
.** of Abelard* She- received with tranfpoft ihc 
." £(J^folution of Abelard, fent to her by his Supe- 
*f Tk>x the Abbot of Cluni^ thus worded: 

' •* I Peter Abbot of Cluhi, who have received 
^ Peter Abelard into the hiiniber of my Monks, 
«« and who, after having dug' up his body fecret- 
^* ly, have prefented it to Eloifa, Abbefs of the 
^* Paraclete, and her Sifters, declare, that by the 
^^ authority of God all-powerful, and of all the 
** Saints, labfolve him from all his fins, in virtue 
^* of the authority which my office affords me, 

** Requiefcat in paceJ* » 

Abelard is thus defer ibed by Ambcefus:" Thi& 

*' unparalleled perfonage was a grammarian, an 

** orator, a\poet, a muCcian, a .philc^fop^eXt ft 

** theologian, a mathematician, an aftronomer^ 

*' a civilian. He played upon many inftruments* 

*^ He knew five or fix languages. He .was igno- 

f * rant of nothing that facred or profane Hiftgry. 

" contained.'* 

The Latin elegy upon this extraordinary man 
concludes thus, after having beftowed the greatefl 
commendations upon his virtues and his learning :i 
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Bfifdtis^^tn futhuh Pittus Bejdcit A$eUrJuSf 
Qui folf paruit JMle qufcqiiul erah 

Hk retreat in the convenl: of Clxxm k thits cftf* 
Jfcribed : " Prayer, m^tadoiiy readttagy w«5n^, 
•* or diftating, took u(> everf hour of his day 
" that was not given to reft. His meditations 
** and his lilence were never interrupted biit 
«^ when he was ordered by his Superior to give 
•* leftures to the younger Monks. His clotha 
** were of the thickeft and of the coarfeft kind* 
^' In his cell, like to that of the Prophet, there 
*' was nothing to be feen but a pallet^ a table, a 
^' chair, a wooden candleftick ; and on the table 
'^ was placed a Bible, fome treatifes of the 
•' Fathers, and a crucifix, before which he was 
*^ always praying v^hen he was not at ftudy. His 
^ air, his mien, his waBc, and all the exterior of 
*' his perfon, correfponded to the fimpficity of his 
^* cell. His eyes were always half clofed j his 
•* head was father bending towards the ground; 
*^ and, in ftort, whatever the pious St. Benedict 
*« prefcribed relative to modefty and humility in 
^ thre rules he laid down for his Monks, was 
«* ftriftly obferved by this illuftrious Penitent. 
*^ He lived twenty-nine years in this ftate of foli- 
*« tude and of piety, and was taken ill of a fever, 
« of which he died, at the age of fixty-three, in 
•« the year 1141, with the extremeft regret and 

** horroa^ 




J^'ri^rrfnttuv tin' tnmtfrrfti- A'*rMr/Hinc* 
OmMT nr Mrrrr /fnr «•/.«• ibf/r bm^- ffrU.' ' 



Ahvm /Affiift . i^r m*rm im^ O^nmu f^. 
Antt/A-rtt thefmm/t ifUrwtf^f JittrtfitY, 

ftfamr an ^yfSry*- fn&rr»- fttrrfM trlin h , 
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*• horror of his early life, and in the hopes of 
^ {>ardon from that immortal and omnipotent 
** Being, who is ever inclined to pify and to for- 
^ give the frailties and the fsdfings of mankind.^ 

The following curioos aceomit of the Con- 
VEKT of the Paraclete, is taken from a little 
book itttitled ^* Bagatellesy^ written by the Rev. 
Andrew Hbuvey Mills, and extremely v^ell 
Sluftrates the amiezed Ekgra^iko, a complete 
fac^mile of the exquifite efforts of the pen and[ 
pencil of the elegant Mifs Ponsoney, of Flaa 
Nwdd near Llangollen. 



.———** previous to my water route to Pa.ris, I 
<^ took the ioche (Peau to Chalons on the Sadne i 
« having formerly paffed this faid city with the 
*' ufual inattention of my countrymen, and with 
/' the ill fortune of no kind friend to give me in- 
" telligence that the real tomb of Abelard wais at 
*' a Benedi^Hne Convent, dedicated to St. Mar- 
^ cell,, up the avenue which adorns the bank^ 
^' of the Saone, within an Englifh mile of the 
«* city'; though his body was removed to the 
« Paraclete, in pity to the fufferings of the fo 
^ iU-feted Eloifa. 



M 



The 
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« The Prior was an Englifhman, as Acjr ftile 
^^ it, though a native of Ireland. He was, unfor* 
** tunately, at Paris ; but, in his abfence, the 

•* Pere did the honours of his Superior in 

•* particular, and of the Convent in general, in 
** a very mafterly manner. 

" The fraternity is not numerous j but thdr 
« eftates, as I heard, are very confiderable. By 
" thefe means the hofpitality feems amazing, oa 
*/ a bare view of fo fmall a Convent. As I went 
*^ in the morning, the church was of courfe 
" open; I faw the tomb in queftion immediately. 
*^ Abelard is in a recumbent pofture, and the 
*' fculpture exceeds that of the then age in gene- 
*' ral ; I mean, in France ; for Italian Genius ia 
^ the chiffel way, had not, as now, fet her fopt 
^ on this fide the Alps ; as the numerous fine 
" monuments fince that time have difcovered, by 
** the general encouragement of Sovereigns* 
*^ Abelard was on a vifit, or perhaps a kind of 
«f difputing match, being common to this Con- 
*^ vent in thofe days ; his real home being now 
<< the famous Chartreufe, among the mountains 
" oftheBfeaujolois.'' 



" After my arrival at Paris, I, in a few days, 
*• embarked to fee the Paraclete, being at the 

" head 



^' head of the Seine almoft^ and ixrithin two miles 
^* of a town called Nogent fur Seme. 

^* in the evening of the fecond day, having 
♦• travelled all night, we arrived at Nogent fur 
** Seine. On my landing it was very natural to 
*^ wi(h a little exerdfe, after a boat-confinement 
^^ of near three days j and on alldng how far off 
*^ the convent of Paraclete was fituate, the 
<« Captain anfwered, * That man in the purple 
** livery is fervant to the Abbefs — ^is come here 
** for letters, parcels, and other like commiifions 
" from Paris, as ufual on the arrival of our boat } 
♦* and he will condud you there.* 

^^ The moon fhone very bright ; and it being 
'Unear the vintage, I do confefs I never had a more 
^^ degant evening walk. I foon found, as the 
•• clock flrack ten oaour approach to the Con- 
*^ vent, that it would be impoflible to reconnoitre 
^* any thing that night ; but my walk was fo far 
*^ of fervice, befides exercife, that the fervant had 
^^ taken care to fpread the report d a Gentleman 
** who was come from England purpofely, as he 
^' thought and faid, on a pilgrimage to the P^ua- 
<< clete, and next morning I foimd every thing 
^^ prepared to receive a ftranger, according to 
^^ all the laws of Convents ; which are often hof* 

VOL. IIK y ' 
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^^ pitals, fhofpitaliersjj as abounding in dl the 
*^ afts of hofpitality. 

" You may imagine even the environs of 
** the Parackte gave me pleafure, though I 
** could not be admitted till next day^ The 
" little river Arduffon glittered along the 
<< valley; and as vineyards produce generally 
*' many glow-worms, no wonder the nightingales 
'^ were inhabitants, as that is their favourite food. 
*^ And it may be a hmt to frail beauty, that the 
" brightnefs of the faid reptile is a fure ftep ta 
" its deftruftion, 

" As I knew Mr, Pope's elegant produAion 
" by heart, (I am aware many will fay I might 
^' have fpent my time better ; but to this, I cant 
" anfwer in the words of CadTar's Courtiers, who 
** laid of their Mailer, that his memory was fa 
** ftrong as to forget nothing but injuries,) i 
'< amuJGed myfelf by. repeating flowly the iaid 
'' Poem, as I returned to Nogent, being little 
<< more than a good Englifli mile : and it held, 
<^ by this ceconomy, juft to the town's end. 

** Though fo early at the Convent next mom« 
'' ing, I found an elegant fuihmer breakfafl pro« 
<f vided in the Pcre St. Romain's apartment, 

** who 



X 
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^ who \7as then ofEciadng at matins. I rather 
** chofe to enter the church, and was furprifed 
" to find the great altar due weft, contrary to all 
" rules of church building, and only counte- 
** nanced by one in Lombard-ftreet, which is 
** north and fouth. 

" On my ftanding up at the Grille, (which 
« feparates the choir from the church,) one of 
^^ the Sifters (whofe office it is to receive alms, 
*' and hear meffages of bufinefs to any individual 
*^ of the Convent, fo praAifed in ail Nunneries) 
«< aiked me if I wanted any particular perfon. 
'Vl told her my errand was only to fee the 
^' church, on which fhe retired to her ftall and 
^* devotion. 

" The Pere St. Romain having finiflied the 
" fervice and undreft himfelf, (I obferved, while 
** he laid by his robes in the Sacrifty, he repeated 
'* very fsA^ certain forms, alluding to the quitting 
*' all garments in the grave,) took me by the hand 
^< into his apartment, where I found another 
*• Chaplain, yet neither fo polite or learned as 
'* himfelf ; his fame, even at f aris, being concur- 
« rent with what I found during my whole ftay. 

*^ After the ufual refrefhment, he faid that the 

** Abbefs, being in her eighty-fecond year, feldom 

Y a ** rofe 



*• tofe till noon, but that ftc begged I would ftay 
•* tin I faw her ; fw Ihe was my countrywoman^ 
<< though early calkd to be a convert from Eng- 
^^ knd ; and was allied to the extinft families of 
^ litfbrd and Stafford. 

" She was aimt to the prefent Duke de Roche- 
^ foucault, fifter to the great Cardmal ; and 
• beingiifth in fucceflion Abbefs of that Convent, 
** fkdftd her&lf to hope it would become a kind 
•* of pafrimony ; and that his Majefty (it being a 
** Royal Abbey) would gracioufly beftow k oil 
*• that name^ whenever fhe^ was called away, 
•* which fhe hourly expefted and daily wilhed. 

" As a further proof of this, the arms of the 
** Rochefoucault family are over each gate-way j 
** and on any reparation or new erection on the 
•* premifcs the faid method is always prated. 

•* Before dinner St, Romain walked with me 
« round the demefne. Mr. Pop^s defcription is 
^' ideal, and to poetical minds eaCly conveyed ; 
•* but I faw neither rocks nor pines, nor was it a 
" kind of ground which ever feemed to encourage 
** fuch objefts. On the contrary, it was in a 
^* vale ; and mountains like the Alps generally 
*^ produce views of this kind. 

« I can't 



^ I can't but £17 too, that the UAe^ 
'«< See 10 iier cell fad Eloifa fpread,"* 

" ihould be near her cell. The doors of all cells 
^' open mto the commoa doiiter. Inthalcloifter 
*' are often tombs ; and &e may well be fuppofed 
<* to have quitted her cell (more efpecially in that 
" varm part of France) for air, change of place;, 
^' and refreJihment* 

" The fuperllrudure of the Paraclete is not 
^^ the fame as we can imagine the Twelfth Cen- 
*• tury to have produced ; but the vaulted part, 
<< as the arches are all pointed, may mod likely 
'* be fwch. 

" Adjoining is a low building, now inhabited 
(< by a miller, which has fome marks of real 
«< antiquity ; and St. Romain concurred with me 
•^ in the fentiment* It feems to have been the 
" public hall where Abelard might have given 
*^ his leftures ; for in the wall, on each fide, are 
^' fmall apertures, fo horizontal that it has ftrong 
" appearances of benches ; which never rife 
<< theatrically in thefe buildings abroad. 

« After dinner I had the honour of an hour's 

<* converfation with the Abbefs ; who declared, 

•^ that during thirty-two years refidence there, in 

yj "that 
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•* that charafter, fhe never had feen an EngCfh- 
*^ man ; but that flip believed once an equipage, 
*' which (he had reafon to take for an Englifh 
•^ one, (lopped on the lawn, before the great gate 
" entering the Quadrangle ; but before (he could 
^* fignify her defire of feeing, and of courfe en- 
'* tertaining, the faid company, they were de- 
** parted with the but too ufual poft-hade of my 
*< countrymen, who had juft pencilled the upright 
** of a building, which contented him ; though 
" not a (lone of it wa$ out of the quarry, per- 
" haps, in the days of Abelard and Eloi(a* 

" I was (hewn where the bones of thefe fo very 
*' unfortunate Lovers were depofited. As it was 
" by torch-light, I could ill remark more than 
*' that Eloifa appeared much taller than Abelard. 
** A fmall plinth of brick or (lone preferved the 
" bones from being trampled on; and the 
" Abbatial vault, in which they were depo(ited, 
" being fmall, feemed much crowded. 

^ Before I arrived at this maniion of the dead, 
" they (hewed me all the vaulted part of the 
** former church and private chapel, which were/ 
•* now well filled with wine. Magazines of this 
•^ kind are often ereSed, even for fale, where 
•* Convents are not wealthy enough, in lands or 
" public (lock, to fupport themfelvesj and in 

** countries 
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*' countries where wine is not the manufadure,' 
« they have refort to boarders or penfioners, to 
^ maintain themfelves ; the value of money being 
f^ altered, as in all countries. In this Convent 
" are only twenty-two fitters. 

*^ The Pcre St. Romain concluded his bene- 
^< voience by attending me part of th^ way to 
*' Troyes, one of the Capitals of Champagne ; 
^^ and from whence the Troyes weight originally 
♦* wa^ naraedr*' 



LOUI& Tffi: EIGHTH, 

SURNAMED COEUR DE LION. 
{[1223 1226.]] 

This Prince died of the palfy, whic^i he con- 
traded on vifiting the tomb of Thomas a Becket, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, when he was advanced 
in years, in hopes of procuring, by the interceffion 
of that Saint, the life of his eldeil fon, who was 
dangeroufly ill* Louis fondly hoped, (hat the 
Saint would exert his utmoft endeavours to return 
that kindnefs which he had fhewn him whilfl; 
Y 4 living, 
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livings by givmg him an afylum in his kingdom, 
when in that of his own Sovereign, Henry the 
Second, he had been proclaimed a Rebel and a 
Traitor. 

Louis made an edi£t, that no courtefan fliould 
be allowed to wear . a golden girdle (oAe of 
the marks of lemale elegance in drefs of his 
time,) under a very fevere penalty. This edi£t 
gjive rife to an old French proverb, " BanTte 
*' remnme vault meux que ceinture darh^^A, 
*' good reputation is of more value than a golden 
«* girdle." 

In 1566 Charles the Ninth caufed the tomb of 
this Monarch in the Abbey of Barbeau to be 
opened in his prefence. The body was found 
entire, had rings on the fingers, and a chain of 
gold round the neck# Charles, not a Prince of 
great delicacy, had them taken off, and wore 
them miihy years. 
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LOUIS THE NINTH, 

CALLED ST. LOUIS. 
[1226 1270.3 

Thb rdgn and adiotis of this pious Prince 
have been immortaU2e(l by his faidiftil Chronider 
Joinville *• At the unfortuiuEte battle of Da- 
mietta agamft the SaraCens, Louis i(ras tftkea 
prifoner. In this (late of trial he behaved fi> nobly 
and fo magnanimoufly that his enemied (aid to 
him, ** We look upon you as our captiye arid 
^' our Have ; but though in '<}hains9 you behave 
** to u8 as if we were your piifonets.'* 

Hie Sultan fent one of his (renerals to him to 
demand a very coniiderable fumof 4noney for his 
ranfom : he replied to him, ^' Return and tell yoiir^ 
^^ Mailer, that a King of France is not to be 
^ redeemed with mo^ey. I will give him the 

* No Hiftoiy whateyer gives fo pofeft an idea of the 
time as Chronicles. Eegland pofiefles many of thofe faith* 
ful records, all which were about to be publifhcd imder the 
diredk>n of the hte learned and acute Mr. Gibbon. His 
death» it is to b^ hoped, will not put an end to To iifeftd atfd 
entertaining ai) undertaking ; an undertaking Well worthy 
the attention of a celebrated Society in London particulariy 
efUblilhed for the prefervation and illuftratlon of the Att« 
tiquities of Britain* 

« fum 
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^ fum he afks for my fubjefts that are taken pii- 
" foners ; and I will deliver up to him the dty of 
*• Damietta for my own perfon.** 

Lotus, on his return to France with his Queen 
and his'children, was very near being Ihipwrecked, 
foaie of the planks of the veffel having ftarted, 
gnd be was requeued to go into another flnp, that 
was ill company with that which carried thenu 
He refufed, however^ to quit his own fliip, and 
excl9imed» ^' Thofe w()o are with me are moft 
f^ afluredty as fond of their lives as I can poffibly 
** be pf mine. If I qvit the (hip, they will likcr 
«^ wife quit it, and the veflfel not being large 
" enough to receive them, they will allf perifb. 
" I had much rather entruft my life, and thofc 
** of my wife and children, in the hands of God, 
^' than be the occafion of making ib many of my 
♦* brave fubjefts periflu'* 

When he was arrived in France* the Bi/hop of 
Auxerre, at the head of the Clergy of that king- 
dom, reprefented to him, that the Chriftian Faith 
was much weakened fmce his departure ; that 
it would be (till more weakened, if feme forcible 
remedy was not applied to reftore it.} and they 
intreated him to decree, that all the Courts of 
Juftice in his kingdom Ihould oblige thofe who 
had remained excommunicated for one year, to 

become 
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become obfervant, and to give fatis&dioii to the 
Church. Louis told them, that he would very 
v^ilHngiy comply with their requeft, but that he 
fliould iniift upon it as a preliminary, that his 
Courts of Juftice fliould examine the fentence of 
eaccommunication, to fee whether it were juft or 
not, before fhey attempted to put it in forces 
The Clergy, after fome conference together, told 
the wife Monarch, that they could never allow 
that the Church (hould fubmit to this formality. 
** Nor can I,'* replied Louis, ** ever allow Ec- 
*^ clefiaftics to have cognizance of what belongs 
^^ to my Courts of Juftice.'* 

Louis left in writing fome inftruftions to his 
fon, which the great Bofluet calls the nobleft in- 
heritance that St. Louis left to his family. He 
advifes him to be economical in his expences^ and 
to maintain the rights and immunities of the great 
towns of his kingdom. *^ Be," fays he, ** juft 
'*• in every thing, even againft yourfelf. Never 
" undertake a war without abfolute neceflity. 
" In fliort, my fon," concludes Louis, ** en- 
*^ deavour to make yourfelf beloved by your 
<* fubjeds ; and be affured, that with the greateft 
<« willingnefs I would put any ftranger in your 
*' place, if I was certain that he would mak^ a 
•* better Prince than yourfelft" 

Louis, 
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Lonis^ from the known integrity of hb datK^ 
ter, had the difldnguiflied honour of being made 
aibitrator of the difputes between Henry the Tliird 
Kiig df England and the Barons, in 1264* 

On his return from his fsital expedition to the 
Hdiy Land, he buik an hoipital i^r three hunh 
jdred of his nobility, whofe eye^ die 3aracens had 
put out* To him France was indebted for the 
iirfl public library tt poiTefled after the rdgn 
^ Charlemagne. He was extremely pleafed 
.with the converfatian of men of learning, and par-* 
ticularly with that of the celebrated St. Thomes 
Aquinas, whom he admitted to his table, and 
whofe abfences and dift rations of mind he for- 
gave mth the greateft good humour*. 

A Lady of quality once appearing befote Louis, 
to iblicit fome favour of him, in a drds too 
juvenile for her years, the good Monarch faid to 
her, *' Madam, I will take care of your fuit, if you 
^ will take care of your fituation# Your beauty 

* St. Thomas, one day admitted to that honour, {at 
{xlent for fome time ; at lafl he exclaimed, ilriking his hands 
upon the table^ ** This argument againft the Manichaeansts 
♦« irrdVagable." The Courtiers were fliocked, and St. 
Thomas, on recollecting where he was, begged pardon of 
his Sovereign. Louis very politely defired him to repeat it, 
and ordered one of his Secretaries to put it in writing as he 
was proceeding with it» 

*« once 



^ once made a great ncoTe in this kingdom^ but 
<^ it is pafled like a flower in the field. It is in 
*^ vain that you endeavour to bring it back again: 
** you had much better attend to the beauty of the 
•* mind, which never fodes/^ 



yojm, DUKE OF NORMANDT. 
[1328-^1350.] 

This eldeft fon of FhiUp de Valois was, in the 
fpring of the year 1346, prefling-yery hard the 
fiege of the city of'Angoulefme. Berwick, the 
Englifh General, who commanded in the city, 
{being his danger, defired a conference with the 
French Prince* " I fee," iaid the Prince to him, 
^^ that you are about to furrender your town/' 
" By no means, my Lord,'^ replied the General; 
*« but knowing that you, as well as myfelf, bear 
" a particular devotion to the ttoly Virgin, (the 
•* Feaft in honour of whofe Purification is kept 
*' to-morrow,) I am come to defire you to grant a 
^^ fiifpenfioa of arms for to-nK>rrow only, and 
^ that both your and my Ibldiers may be ibr« 
^ bidden to draw their fwords on that day/' Td 
this the Prince agreed, and was not a little fuf- 
1 prifcd 
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^rifed to fee the General, his foldiers, and all the 
baggage, at break of day, making up to his camp« 
His foldiers were preparing for their defence, in 
cafe the Englifli came to attack them ; but they 
were foon apprized by the Englifh General, that 
dicy were merely making the beft of the truce 
which had been agreed too ; that they had been 
too long blocked up in the city of Angou* 
lefine not to be anxious to come out of it, and 
to take the frefh air. The Duke of Normandy, 
on being informed of this, burft out into a fit of 
laughter. « Well,'* laid he, « the>' have feirly 
** taken us in. Let them go, however, wherever 
^ they chufe, and let us be fatisfied with pofief&ng 
•« thdr town/* 



JOHN THE SECOND, 

SURNAMfiD THE GOOD, 
AiNG OF VRANCJE. . 

[1350—1364.] 

•* This Prince,'* fays an old French Chronicler 
very ftrongly, " vendit fa propre chair, en Pen'^ 
V cam^ — fold his own flelh by au£tion. For, m 
^ order tp eafe his fubjeds from fome taxes he 

« was 
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^ was obliged to impofe upon them to pay 
^' his own ranfom, having been taken piifoner 
^^ by Edward the Black Prince, and confined in 
*' the Tower of London, he gave his daughter 
<' Ifabella in marriage to Galeas Vifconti, Duke 
" of Milan, for a confiderable fum of money. 
" This alliance, indeed, fo beneath the Royal 
" race of France, did honour to the Sovereign, 
" from the excellence of the motive, and could 
" not difgrace the Princefs, as flie became thfe 
*^ fortunate inftrument of contributing to the eafc 
^^ and happinefs of her countr)\'* 

John had left as hoflages in England for the 
payment of his ranfom two of his fons. One of 
them, the Duke of Anjou, tired of his confine- 
ment in the Tower of London, efcaped to France. 
His father, more generous, prepared inflantly to 
take his place j and when the principal Officers of 
his Court remonftrated againft his taking that 
honourable though dangerous meafure, he told 
them, " Why, I myfelf was permitted to come 
** out of the fame prifon in which my fon was, in 
•' confequence of the treaty of Bretagne, which 
*' he has violated by his flight. I hold myfelf not 
^^ a free man at prefent. I fly to my prifon. I 
" am engaged to do it by my word. I tear myfelf 
€€ 2,yjif^ from my people ; yet I trufl that my 
f* Frenchmen will foon liberate me.'' The un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate Monarch dying foon afterwards in die 
Tower of London, his body was brought over to 
Frapce, aad interred in the abbey of Su Denis, 
in 1364. 



;fOBN THE SECOND, 

X>VKB OF BOURBON. 
[1361—1412.] 

This Prince, in the year 1369, inftituted an 
Order of Chivalry, one of the ftatutes of which 
is curious, and fhews the high opinion he enter- 
tsdned of the influence of the female fex upon 
die virtue and happinefs of mankind. Accord- 
ing to this ftatute, the Knights are obliged to 
pay due refpeft to all Ladies both married and 
unmarried, and never to fufFer any thing deroga- 
tory to their reputation' to be faid in their pre- 
fence j ** for" adds the ftatute, " thofe who fpeak 
" ill of women have very little honour, and (to 
« their difgrace be it mentioned) fay of that 
" fex^ which cannot revenge itfelf, what they 
" would not dare to fay of a man j • for fr6m 

• Gar dti femmt^ apru Dieu, viau unpartie de rbonneur 
qmffienmonde* 

^* women. 
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•* women, after God, arifes a g!reat part of the 
** honour that there ia in the world/' 

The Latin anagram of Bourbon k Borbohius^ 
•* Good to the world/* 



CHARLES THE FIFTH, 

StJRMAMED THE WISE, 
KING OF FRANCE. 

[1364—1380.] 

Edward the Third fald of this Prince, " that 
^^ there never was a monarch who had fo feldom 
** recourfe to arms, yet who gave him fo much 
" trouble as Charles*/' He was defervedfy 
ftyled the Wife. He was able to withftand the 
ibrces of his ambitious vaflals ; he revived the 
marine of Fr^mce $ and made feveral excellent 
ordonnances \ fuch as fitting the majority of the 
Sovereign at fourteen years of age, reprefling the 
power of the nobility, and prohibiting games at 
chance under very fevere penalties. He.enriched 
the Royal Library with a number of volumes, fo 

• " ^*iln*y ent onque Rot qm fe pcu i'urmat Gf qiu lid 
** donnat tant itaffairaJ* 

vol.. in. z that 
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.that the coUedion, whkh in his father's reign did 

not contain one hundred volumes in MS. as aH 

books were at that time, was in his reign in- 

. creafed to near one thoufand volumes* 

» 

Being told that one of his courtiers had 
held fome improper language before his fon 
the Dauphin, he fent for him, and difmiffed hun 
from his prefence for ever, faying again publicly 
before his Officers, *' k is the duty of thofe who 
*' are about young Princes to infpire them with a 
** love of what is juft and right, fo that they 
'* may be able to furpafs all other men in virtue 
** no lefs than in rank." He was one day afked 
by the Sieur de la Riviere, if he was happy ? 
•* Yes),'* replied he, ** becaufe I have it in my 
** power to make others fo.** 

Charles read a great deal, and converfed much 
with the learned men of his time. He ufed to 
fey, *' Les Clercs ou afapience (for fo men of 
learning were then called) " ron ne feut trop ho- 
•* fiorer en ce royaume^ &f tant quefapience honorec 
** yfera^ il continuera d ptofperitL Mais quand 
*• deboutee y pTd^ H dechirra^ This fentence 
may perhaps remind the reader of the faying of 
the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, " How happy 
'* would rtiankind be, were kings philofophers,, 
" or philofophers kings l'* ' • • 
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BERTRAND DUGUESCHLIN, 

GRAND CONSTABLE OF FRANCE. 

This great warrior, though no Frenchman j had 
the honour of faving France for his Sovereign. 
He was twice taken prifoner ; once by Edward 
the Black Prince himfelf, who came to vifit him 
in his confinement, and who afked him how he 
fupported it. " I accommodate myfelf to it very 
" well, my Lord," replied Duguefchlin ; " I 
** prefer honour to every thing, and nothing 
*' has ever been fo honourable to me as my 
'« prifon i fmce I know that you keep me merely 
** (after having given liberty to all my country* 
^' men that were felloW-prifoners with me) 
" becaufe you are afraid of me." — " I efteem 
«* you highly indeed," faid the Prince of Wales, 
*' but I am not afraid of you j and, to prove to 
•* you that I do not fear you, I will give you- 
" your liberty for a ranfora of one hundred thou- 
" land gold cro^^Tis." The Prince was much 
furprifed when his prifoner told him, that he 
would take him at his word \ for Edward knew^ 
that he was very poor, and never fought t©» 
enrich himfelf. The Prjiice had now gone too 
far to retraftj his ranfom was paid; and the 
wife of Edwjird herfelf,,-ap4 Ghaudois, the rival 
z 2 of 
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of ' Duguefchlin in courage, contribtttedi very 

largely to it. 

The Companies, Les Compagn^esj as they were 
called, a band of troops compofed of different 
nations, and led by a General whofe device was 
Fame du Dieu Ssf Fennemi du tout le mmde^ had long 
ravaged France. The Pope, who then redded at 
Avignon, was equally incommoded by their ex* 
curfions, and had promifed them pardons, indul- 
gences, and a confiderable fum of money, if they 
would quit France and Europe, and turn their 
arms againft the Infidels in the Holy Land. 
Duguefchlin was employed by the Pope in this 
negotiation, and fucceeded. The Sovereign 
Pontiff wiihed, however, when the terms were 
agreed upon, to fave his money, and give them 
only his parchments. As Duguefchlin was con- 
ducting them out of the kingdom of France, a 
Cardinal fent by the Pope met him, and pro- 
pofed the alteration in the conditions. ^^ Mef** 
** fire," faid the fpirited warrior to him, «« I 
" would advife you to recommend it to my 
<* Lord the Pope to fend the money immediately; 
*• our folks here can do very well without his 
«^ Holinefs's abfolutions, but they cannot do 
'• without gold and filver. We are now trying to 
'• make them good for fomething in defpite of 
<^ themfelves j we are carrying them afar off, that 

«* they 
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they may do no more harm to Chriftians* This 
they will not be prevailed upon to do without 
money, and by that the Holy Father muft.give 
us his affiftance to make them orderly, and to 
get them out of the kingdom.*' The Pope 
foon fent the money, after this very forcible ha- 
rangue ; but Duguefchlin being informed that it 
was levied upon the peafantB and the poor people 
of the territory and city of Avignon, fent it back 
again, infixing that it ihould be levied upon the 
revenues and benefices of the clergy : " befides,*' 
added he, ** I expeft that the money which I 
** have returned fliall be reftored to thofe from 
^' whom it was taken; and unlefs I fhall be 
** well affured that it has been reftored, though 
** I fliould have to pafs the fea, I \vill come to 
** Avignon and fee it paid myfelf." This fpeech 
had its proper eflfefl:, and the Pope paid the mo- 
ney from his own treafury. 

Duguefchlin, exhaufted with continued fatigue, 
died in 1380. In the agonies of death he or- 
dered the fword^ that was carried before him as 
Lord Conftable of France, to be brought to his 
bed-fide ; and having kiffed it, he delivered it to 
the Marechal de Sancerre. " Take this to the 
" King,'* faid he ; " take it to the good King 
** Charles. Tell him that I intre^t his pardon for 
*' the faults I may have committed in his fer- 
^' vice : alTure him, on the word of a dying man, 
z 3 ** that 
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^* that I have erer been faithful to him, and that 
*' I die his devoted fervant." Then turning to 
the old companions of bis battles and of his fa- 
tigues, who vircre weeping around him, he took 
his leave of them in a firm tone of voice. He 
conjured them to be faithful to their King, and 
^ver to bear in mind what he had told them upon 
a thoufand occafions, that wherever they made 
war, ecdefiaftics, women, children, and peafants, 
were not to be confidered by them as enemies. 
An old Chronicle fays, in the time of Duguefch- 
lin the Englifli dared only to look out at the 
port-holes of their caftles. 



CHARLES THE SIXTH, 

SURHAMED THE W£LL-DELOVEO,< 
KING OF FRANCE. 

[[1380 1422.^ 

His father Charles the Fifth having Ihewn 
him, when he was quite a child^ his crown 
richly fet with diamonds, and his helmet of fteel, 
alked him which he preferred. Charles replied, 
that he would rather have the helmet. 

He exprefled the fame inclination on his com- 
ing to the throne j for, feeing ^on one table the* 

infignii^ 



CHARXES THE SIXTH. 343 

jniigma of royalty and the crown jewels that had 
belonged to his father, and on the other his 
fword, his corfelets, and his fliield, "^ I prefer/* 
Ixid he, " my father's arms to txis treafure/'. 

^'^ Thefe expreffions," fays Brotier, '* were in 
*^ this Prince only charafteriftic of his valour. 
^' The events ojf his reign made them afterwards 
'^ be regarded as prophetic i>£ the calamities that 
'Vafflifted it/' 

As Charles was marching at the head of his 
troops at mid-day, on the firfl: of Auguft 1392; 
againft John Duke of Burgundy, who had of- 
:feiided him, the Hiftorians of the times fay, he 
was flopped by a man of large ftature, entirely 
unknown to him, who exclaimed in a loud voice, 
*« Itt-fated Prince, whither are you going? You 
" are betrayed.*' The fuppofed apparition of 
this fpeftre had fuch an effeflt upon his mind, 
that thinking himfelf furrouhdcd with perfons 
who were about to kill him, he fell upon his at- 
tendants and flew many of them. After this he 
remained conftantly deranged in his mind. 

There feems no cccafion to call in the aid of a 
miracle to account for the dreadful indifpofition 
of this Prince : his head, heated with indignation 
©nd a delire of revenge, was the more readily 
difpofed to receive the pernicious effeds of the 
z 4 rays 
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rays qf the fun, fo peculiarly powerful in tha^ 
month of Auguft m the climate of Paris. 

The old Journal of Paris, written during the 
reign of this Prince, mentions fome of the articles 
of the treaty between Charles and Henry the Fifth 
of England : 

^ II. JuiN, 1420. Item, eft accord^ que 
.** nous durant notre vie nommerons appellerons 
*^ noftre dit filx He^ri le Roi, en langue Fran- 
^' 9oife, Roy d*Angleterre, Heritier de France, 
** et en langue Latine, nofter prseclariffimus 
*' , filius Hcnricus Rex Angliae, haeres Franciae. 

** Item, que de toute noftre vie noftre dit fibc 
^' le Roi Henry ne fe nommera ou efcrira autre* 
^' ment, ou fera nommer ou efcrire Roy de 
^' France, mais doudit nom de tous moins fc 
** abftendra taut commc nous vivrons. 

« ai. OcTOBRE 1422. Vigile de Onze Mille 
** Vierges trefpaffa de ce fiecle le bon Roi 
*^ Charles, qui plus longuement regna que nul 
** Roi Chreftien dont on eut memoire, car ij 
^' regna Roy de France 41 ans. 



^' Quant il fut parti a notre Dame, ne en terre, 
^* ne nul Seigneur que ung Due d'Angleterre, 

^* nomroe 
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»* nomme le Due de Betfort, n'ot a I'accompa- 
** gner celluy jour, 

** Le Due de Betfort, au revcnir fit partir 
«« I*Efp6e du Roy^levant lui comme Regent, 
« dont le peuple tmmnurrit fort, mais a foufirir 
«* a celle foys le convmt."--«* Journal de Paris 
*^fwiki Reptts 4e .CharktYL tt de Charles VIL 
V emmenf^ta «»ii-4o8, etjSmfimt en 1449.^' 



RENt THE SECOND, 

DUKE OF LORRAINE^ 
[1408— 1480.3 

ufed to fay, that books were the beft cqunfellors 
Princes could have ; that they were dead and 
mute advifers, who inftruaed without acrimony 
and without flattery. 
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CHARLES THE SEVENTH, 

CklshBU . THE . VICTORIOUS, 
^NG 07 FRAMCI* 

.. This Pnncc m3 farattned ^ the Via0ridU8,** 
becao& he had cohquered bis :Kiivgdom from the 
Engliih, lefs indeed by himfelf than by his 
Generals. He has been faid, by an Hiftorian, to 
have been only an eye-witnefs of the wonders of 
his reign ; the ikiUtilnefs of his Ai&iifters, the 
valour and condud ,€^ his Generals^ and the zeal 
of his fubjefts, moft affuredly contributed greatly 
to them ; but fs not this much in his favour ? 
To know how to.chufe proper Miriiilers and able 
Generals, and to be able to make himfelf beloved . 
by his fubjefts, are furely charafteriftic marks of 
an able and excellent Sovereign. 

This Monarch, whom the "Englifli in derifion 
ufed to call, " Le petit Rot de Bourges^^ foon be- 
came the aftual and the efficient Sovereign of all 
his extenfive dominions. Charles had many ex* 
cellent qualities ; his love of truth was none of 
the leaft prominent ; the love of that virtue which 
fo rarely approaches a throne, and to which a 
monarch feldom deigns to give audience. He 

ufcd 



CHARLES THE teVBNTH. 547 

lafed frequently to exclaim, when his Courtiers 
were attempting to deceive him, " What has 
" now become of Lady Truth ? She muft furely 
^^ be dead, and have diied without being able to 
" find a Confeffor/' The Princes of the Blood, 
as well as his fon the Daupfhin, were occafionally 
in arms againft him : the latter indeed folicited 
military afliflance^ fronv the Duke of Burgundy, 
with £0 muciijjufljce -ftyled the Good, who 
returned him this anfwer : '' All my troops and 
*' all my wealth is at the fervice of my Lord the 
f * Dauphin, pxcept againft your father and Save- 
" reign. With refpe£t to the attempt to reform 
" his Council, and change his Minifter, that 
** neither belongs to you nor to me : I know him 
^ to be fo wife and fo prudent a Prince, that we 
" cannot do better thanv entirely rely upon him.** 

. Th^ behaviour of Henry the Fifth, and of the 
puke of Bedford, Regent of the kingdom. of 
France in the early part of this King's reign, i» 
thus depifted in the " journal de Paris^ fous les 
^* Regnes de Charles VI. ^ VW 

*f An. 1420. Le jour de la Tfinite qui.fut le 
*' 2 jour de Juing efpoufa a Troyes le dit Roi 
^^ Engloys (Anglois) la fiUe de France, et le 
** Lundi enfuivant quant les Chevaliers de France 
*^ et d' Angleterrc voldrent faire unes jouxtes pour' 
^^ la folemnite du mariagc de tel Prince, comme 

" accou- 
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** accoutum^ eft, le Roy d'Angleterre, pour on 
*^ voubit feire des jouxtes pour lui faire plaifir, 
** dit oiant tous de fon mouvement, Je priea M« 
*' Ic ftoy de qui j'ai efpoufe la fille, et a tous Ics 
" fenriteurs, ct a mes fcrvitcurs je commande, 
*^ que demarn au madn nous foyons tous prets 
^' pour aller mettre la feige devant la cite du 
*^ Sens, ou les enemys de M. le Roy font, et la 
^^ pourra chafcun de nous jouxter et toumoyer 
** ct monftrer fa proefle et fon hardement car la 
^^ plus belle prouefie n'eit au monde que de 
^^ &ire juftice^des mauvais^ afin que la pouvre 
♦' peuple fc puiffe vivre.** 



<€ 



" 18. AousT 1427. Ce party de Paris, le 
Regent qui toujours enrichiffent fon pays 
<< d'aucune chofe de ce Royaulme, et fi n'y ap- 
*^ portoit, riens qu'une taille quand il revenoit, 
^ ct tous les jours couroient les murtriers & lar* 
*• rons autour de Paris comme toujours pillont, 
•* robant, preaant, ne nul ne difoit Diniitte/* 

The firft zppe&rVicc of the vagabond race of 
people called Gypfies, is thus recorded in the 
fame Journal ; 

** On Sunday the 17 th day of Auguft 1427, 
*^ vindrent a Paris douze Penanciers (comme ils 
^ difoient)c'eft affavoir ung Due, & ung Compte^ 
«( et due hommes tous a Cheval, & lefquels fe 

^' difoient 
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^< difoient tres bons Chreftiens & eftoient de la 
*« Baffe -ffigypte. 



** Puis fe departirent & furent avant cinq ans 
•* par le monde, & le jour St. Jean DecolacQ 
^' vint le commun." 

The whole tribe are ftated in the Chronicle 
** not to have been more in number than one 
*• hundred and twenty. They had all rings 
** in their ears. The men were of a very 
*^ dark complexion, with curled hair. The 
*' women were the higheft and the darkeft cb* 
*' loured women that were ever feen ; their faceft 
** were as if they had been flaflied ; their hair 
" black as the tail of a horfe. They wore old 
•* blankets tied round their ihoulders with a piece, 
** of packthread, underneath a moft miferable 
" fhift. Thefe were all their cloaths. In fhort, 
" they were the pooreft creatures that were ever 
♦^ feen in France fince the Creation ; and in fpite 
*' of their poverty there were feen amongfl them. 
** forcerefles, who looked at the hands af per?- 
'^ fons, and told them what had happened, or 
^* what was to happen, and made feveral perfons 
** that were married extremely unhappy j for to 

*' a man 
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*' a man that alkcd his fortune; they fald, * Yoxlt 
•* wife, your wife, your wife, makes you a cuck^ 
** old :' and to a woman they faid, * Your huf^ 
** band is faithlefs to you*/ Aiid what was worfe, 
" fpeaking either by the help of the m^gic art, 
** or by fome other means, or by the aid of the Ene- 
^ my of mankind, or by dint of fuperior know- 
** ledge, they emptied people's pockels of their 
** money, which they put into their Qwn, as.peo- 
" pie faid. And indeed,'* adds the Chronicler^ 
** I myfelf went three or four times to fpeak to 
** thfem, but I never loft a farthing, nor did I 
<< ever fee them look upon my hand ; but that 
" was what the common people faid of them j 
^ fo that the account of what they did reached 
•* the ears of the Bifliop of Paris ; who went to 
^^ them, taking with him a Minim, called Le 
** Petit Jacobin^ who by the order of the Bifliop 
** preached an excellent fermon to them, and who 
** excommunicated all thofe who behaved in this 
•' manner, together with thofe who had believed 
** in them, and had fliewn them their hands, and' 
« ordered them to leave Paris ; and accordingly 
*' they quitted Paris, on the day of Our Lord, 
** in September, and went towards Pontoife/* 

• ** Ta femme^ te fernme^ fa femmty tefoH £vux ; ou i let 
«* femmef Ten nwri fafak ctndpc.^* 

The 
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The Chronicler defcribcs theappcarance of ah 
ejudemical diforder very like the Influenza* 

" 5. Sept. 1427. Fifteen days before theFeaft 
" of St. Rcmy,,the air was very bad, and much 
** corrupted : which favoured a very tioublefome 
*' diforder called the Dando. No one was with- 
** out it during the time the malady laded. It 
^^ began with pains in the ftoulders, and in the 
^^ reins ; and every one that had it thought that 
** he had the gravel, io violent was the pain, and 
*' the (hivering fits fo Itrong. The alfiifted were 
^^ fifteen or fixteeh days without eating, drink*- 
*^ ing, or flceping, fome more, fome lefs ; and 
^^ afterwards there came on to all of them a very 
<^ bad cough, fo loud, andfo violent, that, as the 
*' Chronicler fays, qiiont on etoit aufermon on ne 
^^ pouvait entendre ce que le fermoneur difoit pour 
** la grand noife des touffeurs* This difeafe,** 
continues the Journal, ** lafted to the time of 
** All Saints, fifteen days more or lefs, and 
^^ neither man nor woman could be found, who 
*« had not the mouth or the nofe fwelled vvith A 
^* large pimple; and when perfons met they 
*^ afked each other. Pray, have you not had the 
" Dando ? And if the anfwer was No, the reply 
*' was. Take care, then, that you do not get a 
*' little touch of it; and ihisy indeed, was no 
*^ folfity, for there was neither man, woman, nor 

" childi 
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^^ childy i»^ had not the diforder at this time 
** either in fhiveringfi, or in the cough, which in 
** general lafted a long while.*' 

^«"On the fixth day of june^ in the ycalf 1419/* 
fiiys the Journal, " there were botn at Hibarvil* 
" liers two children, as you might call them. I 
^ fpeak it as a truth, for 1 law them," ^idds the 
Chroniclerw^^ and held them in my hands : and 
•^ they hajrf two heads, four arms, two necks^ 
** four legsyfour feet, only one belly, without 
•* any navel, and two backs ; they were chrif* 
•* tened (CbriJHenneiJj and lived three days, 
** to let the people of Paris fee this great wonder. 
•* And moft affuredly the people of Paris that 
** went to fee them were more than ten thoufand 
*• perfons, men and women, and by the grace of 
** Our Lord the mother of thefe children waS 
•* delivered found and fafe (fame ^ fawoej. 
** They were born at feven o'clock in the morn* 
•^ ing, and were baptized in the pari/h-'church 
** of St. Chriftopher : one was named Agnes, 
•* the other Johanne: their father vras called 
** John, and their mother Gillette Difcret: 
** the children lived one hour after they were 
*« chriftened.'* 

*' On the fourth day of April i4J»9,'* fays the 

Journal, '^ the Duke of Burgundy came to Paris 

5» « with 
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^* ^ith a Very fine company of Knights and Ef- 
" quires ; and eig'ht days afterwards there came 
** to Paris a Cordelier, by name Frere Richart, a 
** man of great prudence, very knowing in prayer, 
** a giver of good doftrine to edify his neighbour, 
" and took fo much pains, that he who had not 
•* feen him was burfting with envy againfl thofe 
*' who had. He flaid only one day in Paris with- 
" out preaching. He began his fermon at five 
*' o'clock in the morning, and continued preach-^ 
** ing till ten or eleven o'clock ; and there were 
*' always between five and fix thoufand perfons 
" to hear him preach. This Cordelier preached 
** on St. Mark's day, attended by as many per- 
'^ fons as have been before mentioned, and on 
*' their return from his fermon, the people of 
" Paris were fo turned and moved to devotion, 
" that in three or four hours time there were 
*' more than one hundred fires lighted, in which 
^' they burnt their chefs boards, their backgam- 
** mon tables, and their packs of cards." 

In the midfl of the diftrefles with which France 
was hara&d in the reign of this Prince, and 
wfailft the Englifh were aftually in poffeflion of 
Paris, Charles amufed himfelf and his MiftreflTes 
with balls and entertainments. The brave La 
Hire coming to Charles one day, to talk to- him on- 
fome bttfmefs of importance, while the luxurious 
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Prince was occupied in arranging one of his 
parties of pleafure, was interrupted by the Mo- 
narch, who afked him what he thought of hi$ 
arrangement : " I think. Sire/' faid he, ** that 
^^ it is impofGble for any one to lofe his kingdom 
" more pleafantly than your Majefty." 



AGNES SOREL 



was the favourite miftrefs of Charles the Seventh. 
No Prince's amours were ever attended with 
greater bleflings to his kingdom than the gal- 
lantries of this Prince with Agnes. She roufed 
him from the ftate of indolence and of luxury in 
which he had been long immerfed, and prevailed 
upon him to put himfelf at the head of his army, 
and to make an attack upon the EngUfli, who 
were nearly mafters of his kingdom. She told 
him, that an Aftrologer had predifted to her, 
that fhe fhould be beloved by the greateft Sove- 
reign in the world, but that the predidion could 
never regard him, for that he had taken no pains 
to regain from the enemy his kingdom which 
they had ufurped : " I cannot therefore," added 
(he, " ever fee the prediftion accomplifticd, 
<* unlefs I go over to England." Thefe remon- 

ftrances 
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ftrances had their proper effeft upon the Prince, 
who, in attending to them, gratified at once his 
love and his ambition. 

By her will, Agnes founded a Collegiate 
Church, and ordered her tomb to be placed in the 
middle of the choir. Soon after her death Louis 
the Eleventh vifited the church; and as the 
Moriks knew he bore no good will to the memory 
of his father's miftrefs, they defired him to per- 
mit them to remove an objeft fo fcandalous to 
piety as the tomb of a King's miftrefs muft be. 
He. replied, " With all my heart j but you muft 
*' firft return to her family what ihe left away 
*' fi-om them to you." 

Francis the Firft wrote under the portrait of 
Agnes Sorel, with his pencil, thefe lines : 

Plus de huange et d^honneur tu meriti^ 
La caufe itani de France recouvrer ; 
^e ce quepeut dedans un Cloitre ouvrer 
Clofe Nonnainy 4U bien divot Hermite, 

Agnesi thy charms a patriot zeal difplay'd. 
And rous'd thy Soveteign to the embattled fieldl 
Each fainted Hermit and each cloifter'd Maid 
To thee the palm of praife and honour yield ! 
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AIMERIGOT TETE-NOIRE. 

This celebrated warrior and plunderer of his 
country lived in the reign of Charles the Seventh 
cff France. His will is very Angular, and marks 
Yery diftinftly his charafter. 

« I leave," fays he, « to the Chapel of St- 
*' George, for reparations, one thoufand five 
^ hundred Uvres. bem, d ma bonne amie^ qui m^a 
*' loyaulment fervicy two thoufand five hundred 
** livres ; and the overplus," adds he, addreflmg 
himielf to his Officers, *^ I leave to you that have 
** been my companions, and ought to be brethren 
" one to another : divide it amongft yourfelves 
•* handfomcly ; and if ye cannot agree, and the 
" Devil fliould come in amongft you, you fee 
" there an axe, good, ftrong, and very fharp ; 
" break open my ftrong box with it, and 
*^ let him take the contents of it who is able to 
«* do fo." 



JEANNE D'ARC. 



This intrepid and fpirited female, who had 
iaved her country, was taken afterwards by the 

Englifli^ 
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Englifh, and condemned to the flames as a 
forcerefs by fix French and one Engliih Bilhop. 
Couchon, Biihop of Beauvais, drew up the 
proces'verbal againft her, and did not infert in it 
the appeal flie made to the Pope. Jeanne, with 
great fimplicity, told him, *^ You infert only 
^* what makes againft me, and you never take 
** the leaft notice of what makes for me.*' 

Jeanne was burnt on the market-i>Iace at 
Rouen, as a forcerefs, an idolatrefs, a blafphemer 
of God and of the Saints, as defiring the effufion 
of human blood, as divefting herfelf of the 
natural modefly of her fex;* and as {educing 
Princes and people^ 

Pope Calixtus the Third fome years afterwards 
rehabilitated her memory, declaring her, by a 
Bull, a martyr to her religion, to her country, 
and to her Sovereign ; and Chapelain made her 
the fubjed of an Epic poem in French, which 
is called " La Fucelkr 
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CHARLES THE BOLD, 

DUKE OF BURGUNDY, 
[1433— 1477.3 

This enterprifing Prince was fo flufhed with 
the fuccefs of his arms in early life, that he n^ade 
war upon the Swifs nation upon the mod frivo- 
lous of all pretences, merely a quarrel between 
one of his fubjefts and fome Swifs peafa^ts about 
a cart-load of Iheep-fkins. The Swifs oifFered 
him, but in vain, every means of accommodation ; 
and befides aflured him, that if he were to conquer 
their whole country, it was fo poor and fo barren 
that the fpoils of it would not buy him fpurs and 
bridles for his army. The fame obftinacy of 
mind which prevailed upon the Duke to make 
war againft thi$ free and intrepid nation, pre-, 
vented his taking the proper meafures for carrying 
it on with any chance of fuccefs. Contrary* to 
the opinion of the ableft of his Officers, the 
Duke, having quitted a pofition very favourable 
for his army, advanced to meet the Swifs at the 
foot of the mountains near Granfon in the Pays 
de Vaud. His troops, being ftruck with a fudden 
panic, fled, and, hurrying the Duke along with 
them, left his entire camp at the mercy of his 
enemies : the Duke loft his treafure, and not above 

feven 
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feven of his Gens d'Armes were killed. " It 
*5 may upon tliis occafion/* fays Comines, " be 
** better faid of the Duke than of King John of 
*' France, (who was taken prifoner by the Englilh 
" at the battle of Poidtiers,) that he loft both his 
" honour and his wealth in one day ; the Duke's 
** lofs on this occafion being eftimated at three 
** millions of crowns, in the Annals of Bur- 
" gundy." The Duke was again defeated by the 
Swifs near Morat, and loft a great number of 
men ; and was obliged to fly himfelf for refuge 
into a fmall town in his own dominions, called 
La Riviere. *' In this town," adds Coipines, 
** the Duke remained fix weeks under pretence 
*' of recruiting his army ; but he went on very 
** flowly with his levies, and, inftead of being 
^* aftive and vigorous, -as he ufed to be, lived 
^^ like a hermit, and all his actions feemed* to 
♦* proceed from obftinacy and fullennefs." 

The Duke's indignation at his defeat at Gran* 
fon was fo great, and made fo deep an impreffion 
upon his fj^its, that it threw him into a dangerous 
fit of ficknefs ; and whereas his choler and natural 
heat were before fo great that he could drink no 
wine, only in the morning h^ was obliged to take 
a ptifan fweetened with conferve of rofes to cool 
•himfelf, his melancholy had now'ib altSred his 
conftitution, that he was obliged to drink the 
A A 4 ftrongcft 
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ftrongeft wine that he could get without witer 3 
and to reduce the blood to his heart, his phyikians 
were obliged to apply cupping-glafles to his fide. 
By the perfuafion of one of his friends, the Count 
de Vienne, he was prevailed litpon to have his 
beard cut, which was grown to an enormous 
length. " In my opinion,'" fays Comines, **his 
" underftanding was never fo perfeS, nor his 
" fenfes fo fedate and compofed, after this ftt of 
*' ficknefs, as before. 

« So violent," adds this excellent Hiftorian, 
'^ ar^ the paffions of perfons unacquainted with 
"• adverfity, particularly the paffions of Princes, 
^* who are naturally haughty, and who never feek 
** after the true remedy of their misfortunes. In 
^' fuch calamities we fhould have recourie to 
<< God, to refled upon the many and the great 
^' tranfgreffions by which we have offended his 
" goodnefs, to humble ourfelves before him and 
«« to acknowledge our faults before him. For 
^< the events of all human affairs are ia his 
<< power, and at his difpofal alone f he deter- 
<< mines as it ibems befL to his heavenly wifdom ; 
« and who fliall dare to queftion the juftaefs of 
<( his dijpenfations, or impute any error to them f 

<< 'Hie fecond remedy againft calamities is to 
<c unbofom ourfelves freely to fome intimate 

" friend, 
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^^ friend, not to keep our ibrrow concealed, but 
^* to declare every circumftance of them, v/khm 
f^ out either ihame or referve. This condu£| 
^f mitigates the rigour of misfortune, and reftores 
f ' its antient vigour and activity to our dejeded 
** fpirits. 

" There are likewife other remedies, and thofc 
f^ in labour and exercife (for as we are but men, 
'* forrow may be diifipated by taking great pains, 
^' and by application in private and in public 
.« affsdrs). This is furely a better method than 
« that vhich the Duke took; he hid himfelf, 
** and retired from all company and converfation. 
^' By thefe means he became fo terrible, even to 
<^ his own fervants, that none of them dared to^ 
" approach him, to afford him either advice or 
« comfort, but they fuffered him to perfift in 
<« his melancholy ; fearing that if they fhould 
« advife him to take a contrary courfe of 
« life, they fhould be the firft to fuffer for 
" their advice. 

<' During the fick weeks/' continues Comines, 
" that the Duke remained at La Riviere, many 
'* Nations declared themfelves againft him* His 
<* friends grew cold; his fubjeds were defeated 
<^ and rebellious, and began, as ufual, to defpife 

« their 
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^* thdr mailer on account of his misfortunes. 
" The Duke receiving advice of the approach of 
*' the Duke of Lorraine's army againft him, made 
'^ fome levies, and put himfelf at the head of his 
" troops. The fame ill fortune ftiU attended him; 
*' his army fled, and he with them, and was beat 
*' down in their flight, and left wounded upon 
** the ground, when a troop of the enemy, not 
" knowing who he was, killed him, ftripped the 
" body, and left it naked upon the field*. It 
** was found the day after the battle by fome 
*' officers of the Duke of Lorraine. That gene- 
*^ rous Prince buried it with great magnificence 
«« in the Royal Chapel of St. George at Nancy, 
*' and himfelf and his principal Nobility, in deep 
" mourning, attended it to the grave. He alfo 
<* erefled a monument to the memory of the un- 
*' fortunate Charles, with an Epitaph which 
*' concludes thus ; 

<< O tibi qua terras quafiJH^ Carole^ caelum 
** Det Deusy etfpretas antea pacts opes. 

** Nunc die, Nanceios cernens ex athere muros^ 
*• A clemente ferox hofte fepulchror ibi. 

<< Difcite terrenis quidjit confidere rehus^ 
*< Hie toties viBor denique viBus abeji. . 

** May God in mercy Heaven on thee bcftow, 
" Who living merely fought the earth below \ 

* The batde was fought on the eye of Twelfth-day 1476, 

•« Give 
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ff Give tbe laft deareft blefllng of the ikiesi 
f^ Thaj: peace which here thou ever didft; dcfpife } 
.«* Say then, as from the bleft xtberial bowers, 
«^ Thou looked down on Nancy's fplendid towers, 
** There the mild Sovereign's kind and generous doon^ 
f* To Burgundy's fierce Duke affords a tomb. 
•H All human things then cheaply learn to prize* 
5* The frequent Conqueror here conquered lies. 

" I remember," adds Gomines, ^* this Priiicc, 
^^ the Duke of Burgundy, a powerful and W 
" Jionpurable Prince, in as great efteem, and as 
" much courted by his neighbours, (whqn his 
*' aflfairs were in a profperous condition,) as any 
f' Prince in Europe j and I cannot conceive 
" what could provoke the difpleafure of the 
" Almighty fo highly againft him, unlefs his felf- 
" lo^e and his arrogance were the cauf^ of it 5 
" for all the fuccefles qf his former enterprizes, 
*« and all the renown he had ever gained, he 
" attributed to his own wifdom and conduft, 
^f without ever attributing any thing to God. 
" Yet to fpeak truth, the Duke was pofTefTed of 
" feveral excellent qualities. No Prince was 
f^ ever more anxious to have his young Nobility 
^* about himjj nor was ever more attentive to their 
« education. His prefents and bounties were 
" never profufe and extravagant, for he gave to 
f * jnjmy perfbns, and was anxious that every one 

« fhould 
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*' (hould partake of his gcnerofity. No Prince 
*^ was every more eafy of accefs to his fervants. 
'* Whilft I was in his fervice, he was never cruel ; 
*' but a little while before he died, he took up 
^' that difpofition (which is always an infallible 
'* fign of the approach of death). He was very 
*' fplendid and magnificent in his drefs, and in 
*^ every thing elfe ; perhaps a little too much fo. 
'' He treated Ambaffadors and foreigners with 
** great relpeft, ^d entertained them nobly. His 
'< defire of fame was infatiatSle, and it was that 
" more than any other motive which induced him 
'^ to be continually at war. He was ambitious 
*' of imitating the Kings and the Heroes of An- 
«* tiquity, (whofe aftions ftill fliine m hiftory, 
" and are in the mouths of every onci) and in 
" courage he was equal to any Prince of his time. 
^' But all the defigns and imaginations of the 
" Duke were vain and extravagant, and turned 
** at laft to his own confufion; for the conquerors, 
*' and not the conquered, procured to themfelve^ 
^' renown.'* 

This Prince having met with very great re.- 
fiftance as he was beficging the town of Nefle 
in Ficardy, as foon as it was furrendiered to him, 
ordered the inhabitants to be put to the fword, the 
commanding officer to be hung upon the ram? 

parts^ 
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parts^ and the whole tQ9iFii.'to be fet oir fire; 
Then, looking on thefe atrocities with the greateft 
fangfroidy he faid to one of his attendants, " Td 
" fruit porte Parbre de la guerre ."^Such fruit 
** does the tree of war bear*" 



LOUIS THE ELEVENTH, 

ItlNG OF F]tAMCE^ 

[i4^i-^r483.] 

^^ A FAITHLESS Prince a leaden image wearP^ 
iays Mr. Pope, in,ipeaking of tfais^ King, who 
always wore a leaden image of the Virgin in his 
hat. 

Louis, though cruel^ perfidious, and rapacious, 
having no regard for the more neceffary hitemal 
appendages of devotion, gave very much into the 
external marks of it. ** His body,** fays one of 
his contemporaries, " was entirely covered with 
«« reliques and fcapularies to which fome fuppofed 
^^ religious virtue was attached, and on his hat be 
** always wore a leaden image of the Virgin, to 
^* which he paid fuch particular refpeft and vene- 
** ration, that whenever he was about to do any 
j^ " thing 
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^f thing, wicked on unjoft, he always put it aiide^ 
" Having, however, conimitted what afts of in-^ 
•f juftice or of cruelty he thought fit for his pur- 
^ pofe, he aflumed it again, and prayed in great 
** confidence to her whofe image it reprefented*. 
^^ Indeed, the lail words that he was heard to 
*^ articulate, as he was dying, were, " Notre Dame 
*^ iFEmbrufiy ma bonne Mattrejfey aidez-moi.^^ " 

In reverence to his beloved Miftrefs, he made 
her Countefs of Boulogne fur Mer ; and affigned 
lands near that city for the maintenance of her 
image in the Cathedral of it, and for celebrating 
mafles to her honour. 

Louis is faid to have been the firft King of 
France qui mettoit les Rots bors du Page^ who 

* It 18 faid that Louis, being dangeroufly ill, and hearing 
the Pricft pray to St. Eutropius to grant him health of mind 
and of body, ordered him to fupprefs what refpefied the 
health of his mind, and not to aik for too many things 
at once. 

Louis fent the following letter to M. Cadonel^ Prior of 
Notre Dame de Selles : 

*« Sir Prior, my friend, I moft eamcftly intreat you to 
** pray to God and Our Lady of Selles for me, that they 
•* will be fo good as to give me a quartan ague. For my 
** Phyiicians tell me, that I have a diforder of which I 
« cannot recover, unlefs I am fo fortunate as to have the 
** quartan ague. V^hen I . get it, I will immediately let 
"-you know.-i-i'Louis*" 

made 



LOUIS THE ELEVENTH. 367 

made the Kings of that great country independent 
of their Nobles. To effed this, he encours^ed 
trade and manufaftures, and thofe who were oc- 
cupied in them, and often admitted them to his 
table, efteeming them mnch more than lazy and 
ufelefs Gentlemen. A certain merchant whom 
Louis had thus diftinguiihed, applied to him for 
letters of nobility ; he granted them to him idi- 
mediately, and never afterwards took the leaft 
notice of him. ^ Go your ways, Mr. Gentle- 
" man," faid the fhrewd Monarch to him; 
** when I permitted you to fit at my table, I 
" looked upon you as die firft man of your con- 
** dition in life ; now that you are become the 
*' laft of your rank, I fhould aft unjuftly to my 
" Nobility, if I continued to do you the fame 
" " honour." , 

Louis was told of a magnificent and extenfive 
hofpital founded at Baune in Burgundy, during 
his life, by Rolin, a Financier of that duchy, who 
had become very rich by his exaftions. " It is 
" but right," faid he, " that Rolin, who has 
'* made fo many perfons poor during his life, 
** fhould build before his death a houfe to keep 
" them in." 

Louis one day reproached a Prelate with the 
luxury of his manner of living, and told him, that 

the 
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the Clergy did not IWe fo (plendidly in the early 
ages* " No, Sire,** replied the Prelate, ** not 
«* in the time of the Shepherd Kings.** 

Louis was fecretin what he did : he faid, ^ If 
*• my hat were to know my fecret, I would throw 
^' it into the fire immediately.** This made fome 
one &y of him, ota feeing the monarch on horfe- 
back, " There goes the ftrongcft horfe in all 
** France, for he carries on hrs back the King and 
« all his CouncU.** 

A favourite maxim ^th Louis was, ** The 
** Prince who docs not know how to diflemble, 
** does not know how to reign.** 

'^ Louis,*' fays Duclos, ^ might often lofe the 
^^ advantage of this maxim, by repeating it incef- 
^ fantly. Diffimulation can never be ufeful to any 
** onewho is fiifpefted of it. Louis would have 
^ gained more by it, ff he had Icfs aflfedcd the 
^ reputation of being (killed in it.'* 

In confequence of the reputation of Louis in 
this refpcft, John King of Arragon wrote to his 
fon, to advife him not to enter into any perfonal 
conference with Louis upon fome fubjeflof difpute 
between them. ** Do you know,** fays he, 
^^ that the inftant you negotiate with Louis, you 

« will 
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^^ win be ivorfked? His diflfaiiuIatio& degenerates 
^ 4>ftm into a£bal fal£Bhood» from which it is 
^ ufuattyfepanted by a very narrow Hmit indeed. 
^^ lie is tontinuidiy introducing into pditics that 
«* irtifice which but rarely AippUes their defeas, 
^ ttid which always cfiigraces tfaem/^ 

Lools loved ind frotefted arts and fciences. 
He founded feme Univerfities Sn France. Bou- 
tlMtj Anthor o£ the ^* Annals (^ Agriculture/' 
fays of him, *< CalMdt literas^ et fupra quam 
** RegibUs mos erat eruditus** 

^^ Louis/' faysComnes^ <^ was better educated 
^ than the KobiUty of his kingdom ; for they 
*^ are only educated to make fools of themfelves 
^^ in direft and in language $ they poflefs fto kind 
" of learning whatever. I.ouis, on the c^Maitrary, 
<^ had a great jpleafure in alking and hearings 
*^ about every thing. He had words at will, an4 
*« perfeftly good .natural fenfe :" — ^^ a quafity/' 
adds Duclos, ** of more value than all the fd- 
** ences taken together, and without which they 
'' are ufeleis. 

This Monarch, who was a Prince of much 
pkafantiy in his nuumners and converlation, was 
idol2s«d by his fubje£ls of the middle rank of Uife. 
He ttfed to dine and fup with them continually ; 
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inquired into the ilate of liidr afi^s and iheir 
connexions ; caufed himfeif to be inrolled into 
many of their clubs and fraternities ; and ufed to 
tell thofe petfons who reproached him with not 
being fufSciently obfervant of his dignity, " ^jfond 
** orgueil chemine devant^ honte et dothmage ftdvent 
** tout prh — When pride goes before, Ihame and 
** difgrace follow very foon after." 

Louis ufed to tell this anecdote of faimfelf with 
great iatisfa£tion.: ^^ In one of his joumies he 
*' went into the kitchen of an inn where he was 
'* not known, and obferving a lad turning the 
^^ fpit, aiked him his name, and what he was* 
*' The lad with great iimplicity anfwered, that 
" his name was Berruyer, that he was indeed not 
** a very great man, but that ftill he got as much 
*' as the King of France did. * And what then, 
" my lad, does the King of France get V faid 
*' Louie. * His wages,* replied the lad,: * which 
" he holds from God, and I hold mine from the 
." King/' Louis was fo pleafed with the anfwer, 
that he took the boy with him, and placed him 
about his perfon. 

An AArologer having predicted the death of a 
woman with whom Louis was in love, and which 
the Chapter of Accidents had been fo kind as to 
verify, the Prince fent for him, and fternly alked 

him> 
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kim^ ** You, Sir, wfio foretel every thing, pray 
«* when fliall you die?** The Aftrologer cdoujr 
replied, ^ I Ihall die, Sfre, three days before youi^ 
«^ Majefty." This reply fo alarmed the King, 
diat he ordered him to be lodged hi one of hi« 
pakices, and particular care to be taken of Mm. 

LouiB occafionally did fome kind and charitable 
a&ions. — A poor woman complained to him one 
iof^ thatihePriefts would not intei' her deceafed 
faufl>and in holy ground, becaufe he had died in- 
folvent. ^ Good woman,'' faid he, *• I did not 
^ make the law, I affure you. Here is fome 
*«.. money to pay your hufbaftd's debts, and I will 
** order the Priefts to bury him as you wifh.*' 

A poor Prieft came up to Louis one day as he 
was at. his devotions in a iChurch, and told Mm, 
diat he was juft then releafed from prifon, where 
he had been oonfin^ for a confiderable debt ; and 
that the bailiffs were about to arreft him again for 
the iame fum, which be could not pay. The King 
imiviediately ordered the money to be paid for 
him, adding, " You have chofen your time to 
*' addrefs me very luckily. It is but juft that 
^* I ihould fhew fome compaffion upon the dif. 
" treffed, when I was intreating God to have 
*' compaffion upon myfelf." 

B B 2 Louis 
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Louis was very anxious in the latter part of hii 
reign (in the year 1475) to niake peace mtk 
Edward the Fourth^ and to difpoflefe the En^^^ 
of what they held in France ; and, as ufual» out* 
witted ibat Nation, who (as Philip de Comines 
Ikys) have a common proverb amoi^ft them, that 
in an or moft of their battles and engagements 
with the Finsnch, the Englifli have the better, but 
m their capitulations and treaties of peace, xbcf 
are ever deceived and outwitted by them. Amiens 
was tbe tows appoimcd for an interview between 
Louis afld Edward* Louis fent the Kiiiq; of 
England three hundred cart-loads of the beft wine 
which Fraace produced i ^ and I think,'* {ays that 
Hiftprian, ^^ that the carts made as magnificent an 
<« appearance as the whole Englifii army/^ Louis 
ordered two tables to be fet on each fide of the 
great ftr^t of Amiens, which were covered with 
difhes of food, adds Comines, '^ that was fittefl: to 
** make the English reKfli their wine, of which 
^ there was great plenty, and of the ricfaeft: that 
^ France afforded; a»d a great nimiber. of the 
^^ Kmg's fervants watted upon the Englifli, za4 
•* gave them what they wanted to eat and to drink,. 
^ but it was obfoired that dney never on^e called 
^ for a drop of water. At each of the tables were 
^* placed five or fix jolly companions, perfons 
^ of rank and condirion, to entertain the ftrangers, 
" and take a hearty glafs with them. At the gates^ 

of 
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^ of the town, peribns were ftationed who took 
^^ the horfes of the Englifli by their bridles, and 
^^ led them to the tables, where every maa lat 
*^ down in his turn/' 

The barrier for the interview being finiflied, 
the two Sjngs met at it on the 29th of Augufl 
1475* ^' The King of France,** fays Comines, 
'< came firft, attoided by eight hundred men at 
^* arms, and by twelve perfons of the firft quality 
^' in France, amongft which were John Duke of 
^ Bourbon, and the Cardinal of that name, his 
'^ brother* The King of England advanced along 
*^ the caufeway built for the occafion, with a 
'^ i^ble train, and with the air and prefence of a 
^* King. There were with him his brother the 
" Duke of Clarence, the Earl of Northumberland, 
'^ his Chamberlain (called Lord HafUngs"), his 
'^ Chancellor, and other Peers of the realm; 
'^ amongft whom there was not above four 
" perfons dreft in cloth of gold liTcehimfetf. The 
^' King of England wore a black velvet cap upon 
" his head, with a large fleur de lys made of 
^^ precious ftones upon it* He was a PHnce of a 
^< noble majeftic prefence, in perfon ftraight and 
*^ well made, but a little incUnmg to be h% (I 
^* had feen him/' adds Comines, *^ when the Earl 
^^ of Warwick drove him out of his kingdom } 
^' I thoii3()it him much hsoidibmer tben^ smd to 
a B 3 <• the 
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^* . the beft of my remembrance, my eyes had never 
'' beheld a more beautiful perfon.) When he 
f* c^me withm a little diftance of the rail of the 
" barrier, he pulled oflF his cap, and bowed himr 
*' felf within half a foot of the ground ; and the 
^^ Sing of Franoe, who was then leaning over 
^5 the barrier, received him with great reverence 
*' and refpedt. They then embraced each other, 
5^ and the Ejng of England majkiug another low 
5' bow, the King of France thus addreffcd him : 
f* Cqufin, you are heartily welcome; there is no 
5* perfon living that I was fo anxious to fee as 
*« yourfelf ; and God be thanked that we meet 
*« upon fo hafq)y an occafion a5 the prefent. 
\^ The King of England returned the compliment 

V in very gqo^ French ; and afterwards, the 
*^ Chancellor of England, the Bifhop of Lincoln, 
*' begjtfi a fpeech with a prophecy, (with which 
^^^e.fEngfiJb are always provided^) that at 
^^ Pequigny a memorable peace was to be cpn* 
5* eluded between the Englifli and the French. 

'^ After th§ two Kings had fwom to obferve 

V tjie. treaty, JLouis (who had always words at 
". lyiHi fays Comine§) told the King of England 
*l; in ;!, joculw mi^mier,. how glsd. be {bould be to 
"•.f§e him ^t Paris i and.thttt if heiwould co.me 
^f and ^mnfg :M°^!?|f ^^^^ y^y^ ^^ l^ldies, he 
'I y^QHld affign him tAe (E^rcljftjl.iJs.J^iiiifepn fou 

" his 
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^ his Confeflbr, who he was well aflured would 
f^ abfolve him, if he fhould commit any fin in the 
.** way of gallantry. The King of England was 
^^ much delighted with what Louis laid to him, 
.** and replied to him^in the fame manner, for he 
*' knew the Cardinal was a very good companion. 
'* In. the evening, after the interview was over, 
<< Louis told Comines, that he was not at all 
^^ pleafed that the King of England had accepted 
^' fo readily of the invitation he gave him to come 
'' to Paris. He is, faid he, a handfome Prince, 
^c and a great admirer of the ladies ; and, perhaps, 
«' fome of our ladies may appear to him fo lively, 
<( fo gay, and fo charming, that he may defire to 
^' make us a iecond viiit. His predeceflbrs have 
^' indeed been but too often in Normandy 
*' alrestdy ; and I do not much like to have him 
" fo near me. But on the other fide of the 
*« water, I fliall always be ready to value and 
^' efteem him as my friend and brother. 

^< Soon after the interview,^' continues Comines, 
f< I met with a Gentleman of Gafcony in the fer* 
<^ vice of the King of England, who was an old 
<* sicquaint^nce of^mine, and who told me, that 
<^ we did but laugh at the King of England.^ I 
<< aiked him, how many battles the King of 
f < {Ingland had fought ; he told me nine, > and 
3 B 4 " that 
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<' that he had bem prefent at themrall in perfon. 
i^ I aiked him» how many of them he had loft ; 
<f he laid, only one; and added, that it was thi8» 
f ' in which we had outwitted him now if for he 
f' thought that the reproach of the King's return-. 
<< ing to England after fuch great preparations, 

V would be a greater difgra^e and ftain tp his 
<* arms than all the honours he had acquired by 
^^ his former vidories. \ acquahited Louis/' 
9dds Comines^ ^^ with this man's anfwer, whq 
<^ faid, he is a ihrewd fellow, and we muft have 
«< a care of his tongue. Louis fent the next 
<« day for him, entertained him at his table, and, 
<^ on his refi^iing tp quit the lervice of Edward 
<' to go with him, made him a prefent of a 
f^ thouiand crowns, and promifed to do great 
f< things for his brothers, who were (ettled iq 
« France.'* 

When the E^glifli Amba0adors were leaving 
Paris, Louis told M. de Brez^, that he wiflied to 
make them a prefent of Something which fliould 
not coil him much. ^' Sire, (faid Brez€,) give 
« them your Muficians j th^y are a great ex- 
*f pence to you; they do very little for their 

V money, and you take very Httle pleafure in 
^« t^cm/' 

Louis 



LOUtS THK ELEVENTH. 37^ 

Louis ufed to lay, that he met with every thing 
in his kingdom, except one. On being alked by 
t Ck>ttrtier wjwt it was, he replied « Truth/' 

He bought men at any price whon^ he thought 
could be of ufe to him ; giving as a reafon, that 
^ inoft blpodleft yidtory was ever, procured by 
jgold. 

He had frequently this faying in his mouth, 
f that the greateft princes were often paid with 
<< ingratitude, and that a fubjed is alfo often 
^* ruined by his Prince, for having too well 
** ferved him. This," added he, ^* fi-equently 
" happens, through the arrogance of thofe who, 
♦* after gre?^t fervices performed, treat the perfons 
" whdni they have fcryed with too much in- 
f« folence. Tp be well tres^ted by a Sovereign, 
<« it is ia general better to have received great 
^< favours from him, than to have done him great 
" fervices. For my p^, I always prefer thofe 
f^ whom I have obliged, to thofe who have 
« obliged me." 

The homage which vice is obliged to pay to 
virtue was, perhaps, never better exemplified than 
in theinftru&ions which this artftil and fanguinary 
tyrant drew up for the ufe of his fon Charles the 
Eighth. 

« The 
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^' The greateft care of a Sovereign," fays he, 
^^ is to ^ee his fubjefts from all opprefibrs, and 
^' to take particular care of the widow and ofi 
-'' the orphan. 

^^ If a Prince wiflies to lift up his hands pure 
" and fpotlefs to Heaven, he fhould be contented 
^ with his own domain, and with the old taxes. 
*' He fhould ever be afraid to raife new imports, 
^^ unlefs in cafes of the extremeft neceflity, and 
*' for the good of the State, 

" Princes arp not, in general, fufficiently fen- 
** fible of the value cff friendfliip. They fliould 
*' endeavour to have s^bout them perfons no lefs 
" attached to them by perfonal regard than by 
'' intereftt 

» " War is a fcourge to a Nation. It brings 

'f with itfelf dangers and evils, the deftruftion 

" of the country, of its inhabitants, and of its 

« wealth. 

^' Favours arid emoluments were never intended 
** for the idle and the indolent, perfons who are. 
« ufelers, and a burthen upon the State. 

' " A Prince Ihould be very circumfpeft in his 
" converfation, as well as in his aftjons* My 
*' tongue," a4ds he, " has perhaps done me as 
«^ much ha^-iji as.go'gd." • . : 
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MARGARET, 

SISTER TO CHARLES THE FIFTH, 
GOYBRNESS OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

The Univerfity of Louvain complained to 
this Princefs, that Luther by his writings was 
fubverting Chriftianity. " Who is this Luther ?'* 
faid (he. ** A poor illiterate Monk," was the 
reply. " Is he fo ?*' faid Margaret : " then do 
** you, who are fo very learned, and fo very nu- 
^^ merous, write againft this ignorant Monk, and 
** the World wUl pay more regard to fo many 
** Scholars than to one Blockhead/* 

Margaret's fate in matrimony was very Angular. 
She was affianced to the Dauphin, fon of Louis 
the Eleventh j but, he marrying the Heirefs of the 
Houfe of Bretagne, (he was demanded in marriage 
for John the Infant of Spain. As Ihe was 
failing to that country, to celebrate her nuptials, 
Ihe was very near being fhipwrecked. In the 
midft of the tempeft, however, fhe preferved the 
fortitude of mind to make this Epitaph upon 
herfelf: 

Cy git Margot, ia genie DetMifelUf 
^eut deux Maris ^ etfh imurut Pucelk. 

Within this tomb the gentle Margaret's laid. 
Who had two Hpfl)and8> and* yet died a itiaid. 

Margaret 
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Margaret took for her motto, ** Forfuney infer- 
" twiejiorsune;^* which has pu2;sled many per- 
fons to explain ; and which, moil probably, if 
explained, would pot be worth the pains that have 
been beftowed upon it. This Princefs wrote both 
>n verfe and in profe j and left behind her the 
JBftory of her Life and Adventurps^ 



LA DAME PE BEAUJEAU, 

DAUGHT|£R TO LOUIS XI. 

M. DuPLEssis, having trained up a fine fafcon, 
told his fovereign jLouis the Eleventh, that he 
^8 going to prefent it to the wifeft woix^an 
in France — ^his daughter. Louis, with a laugh, 
replied, ** Dame/age ne fit iamais.^^ 



CHARLES THE EIGHTH, 

[1483— 1498.] 

^* CHARLEd,'- fay« Comines, •• was a very 

pious Prince ; he took care to have always the 

beft, .preachers ^t hi(( chapel, and was an 

3 '^ stffiduows 
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<< aifidttotts hearer of them* He erefted a place 
*^ for public audience^ where he heard and dif* 
«• patched caofeSy pardcubriy thofe in which the 
" foot were concerned. The laft exprdfion 
^ that be was heard to articulate before he died, 
^ was^ that he hoped never to commit again a 
^ mortal fin, nor a yenial one, if he could pre- 
•* vent it. With thefe words in his mouth,** 
adds Comines, ^^ he fell down, and died foon 
^ afterwards. 

" To fpeak impartially," fays the fame hiftorian, 
•* I believe that no Prince died fo fmcerely la- 
*^ mented by thofe about him as Charles. He 
*^ was very munificent to them, and was befides 
" one of the fweeteft-tempered and moft affable 
** Princes that ever reigned : // n*hoit pas pojfible 
** di voir un meiUeure creature, lliave reafcm to 
^ believe, that in the whole courfe of his life he 
" never faid a word to any perfon that could dif- 
•* pleafe him : I really think that I was the only 
<< one to whom he had been ever unkind ; but 
'^ as that was in his youth, and did not entirely 
<' proceed from himfelf, I could not poflibly 
" refent it.'' 

Charles was educated in a very private manner ; 
none but his domeftics were permitted to come 
near him. The only Latin that Louis the 

Eleventh 
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Eleventh his father permitted him to be taught, 
was the in&mous maxim of Tiberius, ^^ ^ui 
^ nefdtdyfimulare^nejtitregnare.^* When Charles 
came to the Crowm. of France, he attempted to 
fqpi^y tfae:defe£l8 of his education; he 'iq>idied 
himfelf very ixmchi.to..rea£L hiftory, and even 
endeavoured to become' acquainted with the Latin 
language. . . ... 

This Prince, at the head of bis armies^ poured 
into Italy like a torrent, and fwept every thing 
before him, taking pofld&on of the kingdoms 
of Naples, of Florence, and of Milan. Popt 
Alexander the Sixth, then reigning, faid upon the 
occafion, that the French came imo Italy merely . 
with the chalk in their hands to mark out their 
lodgings. In that country they behaved with their 
ufual infolence * and cruelty, and were driven out 
of it in nearly as (hort a time as that in which 
they had taken po0effion of it. 

. * From this period, the word Monfu (Monficur) became 
a term of the greateft heproaeh amongft the people of Italy j 
a reproach not to be e&cedfrom the perfon who receives it 
\yxt by the deftrudion of him who gives it. 
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PHILIP DE COMINES. 

Onb of the obfervations of this natural and 
entertaining old hiftorian does no lefs credit to his 
heart than to his underftanding, ^ In all the 
" princes," fiiys he, *« that I have ever ferved, 
^ and have ever known, there was always a 
*' mixture of. good and of bad^ which I plainly 
" difcenied, and indeed without wonder, for they 
*' are men like to ourfelves^ and perfeftion ber- 
" longs only to Ood himfelf. That Prince, 
^' however, whofe virtues exceed his vices, is 
«* certainly worthy of extraordinary commend- 
*' ation and applaufe ; for p^rfons of their rank 
<5 and^ dignity are more obftinate and inclinable 
** to violence in their aftiofts than other men, on 
** account of the education which they receive in 
^^ their youth, that is always leis fbrift, and with 
" lefe of difc^Knc, than that of others; and 
" when they are grown up, the greater part 
<< of thofe that are about them, make- it their 
^< bufmefs and their ftudy to conform to their 

" humours*" 

» 

Comines, fpeaking of taxes, fays, " Is there 
** any Prince upon earth who has power to raife 
•** money, except from His own domains, without 
*' the confent of the fubjeft who is to pay if, 
• . ' , " unlefs 
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** unlefs by means of tyranny and violence ? It is 
*' objeAed, that occafionaUy tkere are times in 
'^ which the Aflelhbly of the Council of the 
«' Nation wouU not be attended:^ ind that their 
'^ debates would take up too tA^h tkne. Hui 
'* preparation and the begiatu&g&.of a tirar are 
<* never fo precipitsiley but there is tinte fer proper 
<' c<Hifideration upon it i and when it is b^un 
<« ti^h the confent of the fubje£l, the Prince is 
«< always more ftrong and more formidable than 
*< his enemy. Money, I am fenfible, is at all 
^ times neceffary to fecure the frontiers of a 
'' kingdom, as well in time of peace as of war ; 
" but this is to be done with moderation, and 
'* depends upon the wifdc»n of the Prince $ for 
^' if he be a good man, he knows what Gkxl is, 
*< and what the MnyxUi is ; what he ought to do^ 
*' and what he ought to avc&d. In my opinion^ 
'* of all the countries with, which I was e\'er 
"< acquainted, the GoTemmenl! is no where fo 
*^ well managed as in England ; the people are no 
'' where lefs expofed to violence and opprelfion, 
<< nor are their boufes lefs Imble any where elfe 
" to the defolations of war, which in that 
•' country fall only upon the authors of it.'* 

Speaking of the education of the nobility of his 
time, Comines lays, '^ They poflefs no knowledge 
** of letters, nor have they any wife perfons about 

« them. 
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'^ them, lliey have their goveraors, (their 
" l5tewar48,) to whom thofe fpeak who have any 
«< bulinefs with theoa* Thefe perfons manage 
« tbeir afeir« for them, and they give themfelves 
« no farther trouble/' 

This exceUem aikl honeft hiftorian thus de- 
foibestheEngljih of bis time, thofe. of the middle 
of the Fiiteenth CenUify : 

*' Of all the Nations in Europe, the Englifh 

•* are the fooneft brought to an engagement j and 

" although there is no Nation, more raw and un^ 

" difdplined at their firft coming upoi^.the Con- 

" jtinent of Europe than the Engliih Nation, yet 

*' a little time makes them brave foldiers, good 

*' officers, and wife counfellors. The King of 

" England,'* adds Comines, " and his Nobility 

** were not very welllkilled in the cunning and 

** fubtlety of the kingdom of France ; for they 

*' went bluntly and without difguife about their 

" affairs, and were not over-fliarp in difcovering 

** the intrigues and artifices on the other fide of 

** the water. . The Englifh who have never been 

" out of their own country are naturally paffion- 

'' ate, as moft of the inhabitants of cc^d countries 

<^ are. England (concludes Comines) has thi» 

*^ peculiar felicity, that neither the pountry, nor 

" the people, nor the houfes, are wafted, der 

VOL. III. c c " ftroyed, 
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*' ftroyed, and demoKfhed j but the calamities and 
** misfortunes of the war fell only upon the 
'* foldiers, and particularly upon the Nobility, of 
" whom they are more than ordmarily jealous ; 
" for nothing h perfect in this world.*' 

The Emperor Charles the Fifth was fo pleafed 
with Comines' Hiftory, that he ufed to take it 
with him whenever he travelled, smd feemed to 
feel the force of another obfervation of this 
hiftorian : ** God/' fays he, " cannot fend a 
•* greater plague upon a country, than to give it 
" an ignorant and an unlearned Prince ; for,'* 
adds he, ^' a man learns more in one book in three 
•* months, than twelve men can learn living one 
** after the other." 



LOUIS THE TWELFTH^ 

GALLED THE FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE. 
[1498— 1515.] 

When this excellent Prince afcended the 
throne of France, many of the great men of the 
Court who, when he was merely Duke of 
Orleans, had behaved to him with negleS, were 

afraid 
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alraid to prefent themfelves before him. Louis 
nobly faid, ^* The King of France difdains to re- 
*' venge the injuries committed againft the Duke 
" of Orleans/* He was fo extremely careful of 
the property of his fubjecls, that he ufed to fay, 
" The juftice of the Prince Ihould rather oblige 
** him to owe nothing, than his generofity (hould 
*' induce him to give much away.'* This 
father of his people was told that the players 
of Paris had the infolence to take him off upon 
the Theatre, as an avaricious man who drank 
out of a veffel full of pieces of gold, without 
bemg able to quench his thirft. " Buffoons," 
faid he coolly, " think they^have the privilege to 
" turn every one into ridicule. I am not more 
*^ perfeft than the reft of mankind. The idea is 
" fiur enough. I very readily forgive them : and 
" after all," added he, " I had rather that my 
** people laughed at my parfimony, than that they 
•* wept at my prodigality.** He was once 
preffed by fome of his Minifters to feize upon the 
territory of a Prince who had offended him. ** I 
*' had rather,** replied he, " lofe a kingdom, 
•" which might perhaps* afterwards be reftored 
** to me, than lofe my honour, which can never 
" fuffer any reparation. The advantages that 
•^ my enemies gain over me can aftonifh no one. 
" They make ufe of means that I have ever 
«* difdained to employ : thefe are treachery, and 
c c ^ "the 
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<^ the violation of the laws of the Gofpel. 
f< If honour be banilhed from the breafts of ail 
^ other men, k fliould keep it$ feat in AaX 
** of a Sovereign.*' 

Lonis ufed to compare the Nobifity ci his 
kingdom to fo many Aftacons, " They are/' iaid 
he, ** eaten up by their dogs and thek l|orfe&'' 

Being one day defired by ibme of his CourtierSy 
who thought the\r own lives in danger, not to 
expofe his facred perfon fo much in an engage* 
ment, he exclaimed, ^^ Let all thofe who are 
^' afraid ftand behind me/*^ 

An Officer of rank in his army having ill-treated 
a peafant, he ordered him to be made to live for 
a few days upon wine and meat. The nun, tired 
of this very heating diet, requefted permii&oa to' 
have fome bread ailowed him. The King fent 
for him, and faid to him, *' How could you be f# 
♦* fooliih as to ill-treat thofe perfons who put 
^' bread into your mouth ? The peafants,'' added 
he, ^' are (laves to the Gentleman and the Soldier, 
" and they in their turns are flaves to the Devil.^** 

L^Alviano, General of the Venetian armies^ 
was taken prifoner by the troops of Louis, and- 
brought before liim. The SLing treated him with 

his. 



X0U1S ;rHE twj51.pth. 389 

his ufual humanity and poiitenefs, to which the 
indignant captive did not make the proper return, 
but behaved with great infolence. Louis con- 
tented himfelf with fending him to the quarters 
where the prifoners were kept, faying to his at- 
tendants, ^^ I have done right to fend Alviano 
u away. I m^t have put myfelf in a paiiion 
<< with him, for which I (hould have been very 
^^ forry. I have conquered him, and fliould learn 
•• to conquer myfelf." 

Louis e3chibited the fweetnefs and kindnefs of 
his dilpofition even in his devices ; for whenever 
he entered a town which he had conquered, he 
wore a coat of mail upon which was painted a 
fwarm of 1)ees with this motto, ^^ They bear no 
V fting.*' 

Louis may well be ftyled the Father of Letters 
in France ; he encouraged learning in that king- 
dom, and prepared the age of Francis the Firft. 
He colle^ed a great many manufcripts of the 
antient Authors. Cicero was his faraurite' 
writer ; he was particularly fond of that writer's 
Treatife upon the Duties of Life, and upon 
' Friendfhip. He fent for fome of the learned 
Italians to his Court, and employed them in 
public bufinefs. Louis's directions to his judges 
were^ that they (hould ever decide according to 
c c 3 juftice. 
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juftice, m fpite of any orders to the contrary 
vflnch importunity might extort from the Mo- 
narch- With principles like thefe, and with a 
conduft uniformly guided by them, it is not 
wonderful that his death fhould be announced to 
the inhabitants of Paris in thefe terms, by the 
watchmen of that city : " Frenchmen, we an- 
** nounce to you the word news ye have ever 
** heard ; the good King Louis, the Father of 
** his People, is dead ! Supphcafe the Almighty 
" for the repofe of his foul/* This honourable 
appellation of " the Father of his People** wis, 
according to an original letter of the times pre- 
fdtved by Godefroi, given him on the following 
occafion by Thomas Breco, a Dodor of the Sor- 
bonne, who had the honour of addrefling him 
thus, in a general affembly of the States held at 
Tours in 1506. 

" II fit remonftrer au dit Seigneur Roi com- 
** ment ils etoient venus vers lui en toute humi- 
** lite & reverence, pour lui dire aucunes chofes 
*^ concernants grandement le bien de fa perfonne, 
*' Tutilite & profit de fon royaume & de toute la 
** Chretiente: aflavoir qu*un mois d*Avril il 
•* avoit ^te moult grevement malade, dont tous 
** ceux de fon royaume avoient ete en grand 
** fouci, craignant de la perdre, cognoiflant les 
^^ grands biens qu*il avoit fait en plufieurs cho£es 

^f fingu- 
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** fingulieres: aflavoir pour la premiere, qu'il 
** avoit maintenu fon royaume & fon peuple en fi 
*^ bonne paix que par le pafTe n'avoit 6t6 en plus 
*' grand tranquility & tellement ; qu'ils f9avoient 
*' que les pouUes portoient le braconet fur la tete 
*' en fa9on; qu*il n*y avoit fi hardis de rien prenr 
*' dre fans payer auffi j qu'il avoit quitte fous fon 
*• peuples le quarte de faille : fecondement, qu'il 
" avoit reforme Ja juftice de fon royaume, & mis 
** bons juges par tout : & pour ces caufes, & au- 
" tres qui feroient longues a reciter, il devoit ctre 
« appellc " Le Roi Louis XII. Pere du Peuple:' 
*• II difoit oultre plufieurs belles paroles, qui ef- 
•* meurent le Roi &f les ajjijlants a pleurerJ** 

Lettres de Foppens. 

Louis ufed to fay, that Love was the King of 
the young, but the Tyrant of the old. This 
maxim he unluckily exemplified in himfelf ; for 
at fifty-three years of age he married the Princefs 
Mary, filler to Henry the Eighth of England, 
and died in two months afterwards. Louis in 
early life had been three years a prifoner in the 
Caftle of Bourges, where he was confined during 
the night in an iron cage, from which he was re- 
leafed by the folicitations of his wife, the Princefs 
Jane, fifter to Charles the Eighth. It maybe faid of 
him as Voltaire faid of Henry the Fourth, who, 

Train'd in AdvcrGty's inftru£live fchool, 
With juftice and with mercy l^arn'd to rule. 

c c 4. 
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ANNE DE BRETAGNE, 

WIFE TO LOUIS XII. 

PuTTENHAM, in his " Art of Poetry,*' fays^ 
" Thus much may be faid in defence of the 
*^ Poet's honour, to the end no noble and generous 
** mind be difcorhforted in the ftudie thereof, the 
*' rather for that worthy and honourable memo- 
** rial of that noble woman, the wife French 
** (^eene. Lady Ann of Britaine, wife to King 
** Charles the Eighth, and after to Louis 
*' the Twelfth, who, pafling one day from her 
*^ lodging towards the Kinge*s fide, faw in a 
*' gallerie Maifter AUaine Chartier, the King's 
** Secretarie, an excellent maker or poet, lean- 
*' ing on a table and afleepe, .and ftooped down 
•' to kiffe him, faying thus, in all their hearinges, 
«* We may not, of our princely courtefie, paffe 
" by and not honour with our kiffe the mouth 
*' from whence fo many fweet ditties and golden 
•^ poems have ,iffued." 

^ In the audiences," fays Brantome, " that 
* flie gave to the Ambaffadors of different coun* 
•* tries, fhe always mixed fome phrafes of their 
" language, which fhe contrived to get by heart 
" before fhe gave them audience. She was a 
" woman of eloquence, arid of very pleafii^ con- 

^^ verfation. 
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« to-lation, but flie piqued hcrfcif a Kttic too 
*« much upon her virtue towards her hufband, 
" and endeavoured to govern her hufband (Louis 
" the Twelfth) in confequence of her fidelity to 
** him. This good Prince occafionally gave way 
** to her, giving as a reafon, that fomething is to 
** be facrificed to a woman, where flie loves her 
♦« hufband and her honour." 



ABBt BLANCHET, 



the ingenious writer of << Varietes Mcraki et 
*• Amufanies^^ had received from nature a con- 
ititution fo feeble and fo delicate, that he remain^ 
ed throughout life oppreffed with a melancholy, 
which rendered him difpirited, uncertain, and 
refUefs. Yet ^atever influence the body may 
occafionally have over the mind, M. Blanchet 
had gained fo complete a pofieffion of himfel^ 
that neither his friends, nor any perfon with whom 
he lived, had ever the lead reafon to complain 
of his ill humour, or his attention to his own 
feelings. 

At the age of twenty he thus wrote to a friend : 

** I am fo horridly melancholy that my life is 

** become a burthen to me. Such, however, as 
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" I . am, I muft bear m^elf; but are others 
** obliged to bear with me? I really think, if I had 
^^ . not the fupport and coixfolation of religion, I 
** (hould.lofe my fenfes," 

A dramatic writer, whofe Tragedy had not 

fucceeded on the Theatre, thought fit to publifti 

it, and defired M. Blanchet to give him a motto 

for it. He replied, from Lucan, in the words of 

Pompey, 

Nee iam meafata premuniur 

Ut nequeam nlevare caput. 



€C 



FRANCIS THE FIRST, 

CALLED THE FATHER OF LETTERS. 
[1515— I547O 

« A HERALD at armes," fays Puttenham, 
fent by Charles the Fifth to Francis the French 
King, bringing him a meffage of defiance, and 
** thinking to qualify the bitternefle of his meffage 
•' with words pompous and magnificent for the 
** King's honour, ufed much this term (Sacred 
*♦ Majefti^), which was iv>t ufually given to the 
J' French King, but to fay for the moft part 
f' (Sire), The French Kin^ .neither liking of 

" bis 

.' . ' ' / 
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•* his errand, nor yet of his pompous fp^ech, laid 
*' fomewhat fliarply, * I pray thee, good fellowe, 
*^ dawe me not where I itch not, with thy Sacred 
<* Majeftie; but goe to thy bufineffe, and tell 
^^ thine errand in fuch termes as are decent be* 
** twixt enemies, for thy Mafter is not my friend ;' 
** and turned him to 9 Prince of the blood that 
** was ftanding by, faying, * Methinks this fel- 
** lowe fpeaks like Bilhop Nicholas ;' for on St. 
** Nicholas* night, commonly, the fcholars of the 
** country make them a Bifhop, who (like a 
** foolifh boy) goeth about bleffing and preaching 
'^ with fuch childifh termes, as maketh the people 
*' laugh at his foolifh counteifeit fpeeches.** 

" Francis," fays the learned Abb^ deLongue- 
rue, " knew a great deal, though he had never 
** ftudied very hard or veiy ferioufly ; but aftar 
^^ Council was over, after he returned from huni- 
•* ing, at his levee^ and at his couchie^ and when- 
<* ever the weather prevented his going abroad, 
♦* he ufed to converfe with men of learning and 
** fcience, as Budc, De Chartel, &c. In his 
** time," adds the Abbd, " that miferable refource 
** of idle perfons. Gaming, was not known." 

When Francis, after haying performed pro- 
digies of valour and of perfonal courage, • was 
taken prifoner at the battle of Pavia, two Spanifli 
; OfEcerS) 
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Officers^ Urbieta and Davila^ were (fifpufiiig 
which of them had had the honour to take him 
piifonen Francis cried out, ^* UrUeta robbed 
** me, and Davik took me ;" the ftrft having 
tak^n from him the colliar of the Order of St. 
Michael, which he wore ; the other only having 
aiked him for his fword. 

When taken, he would not coi^ent to be 
carried before the Duke of Bourbon his fubjed, 
who was in arms againft him, but infilled upon 
being carried to Lannoi the Spanilh Generai 
When he delivered his fword to him, he faid, 
^« Sir, I deliver to you the fword of a Monarch 
•* who is entitled to fome diftinaion from having^ 
*• with his own hand killed fo many of your 
•* foldiers before he furrendercd himfelf, and who 
*• is at laft a prifoner from a wretched reverfe of 
^ fortune, rather than from any cowardice/' 
Lannoi took the captive Monarch directly to the 
celebrated Convent of Carthufian Friars at Pavia. 
Francis infifted on entering the Church imme- 
diatdy, and fell down upon his knees before the 
Altar. The Monks were then chaunting one of 
their Offices, and he repeated after them with great 
fervour of devotion this line from the Pfalms, 
which happened to be in the fervice of the day : 
*' Bonum eji mthi affligiy Domine^ uf difcain Jiu^ 
^ tuia iua : Lord, it is a good thing for me to 

9 "t? 
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^ he afflided, that I may kam thy fUtutcs-" 
He fe&t to hk xaother Louifa of Savoy^ Regent 
of France in his abfence, the melancholy news 
of his captivity, conceived in thefe dignified and 
expreffive terms : ^ Tota eft perdu^ Madame^ 
" bornds Vhmmur*^ 

Francis kq>t up his fpirits extremely well the 
whole day after he was taken prifono* at Pavia, 
tUl he was gois^ to bed, and foimd no pne attend- 
ing to take off his armour, all his.Officer^ being 
either taken prifoners or killed. A French Gen- 
tleman however, of the name of Moptpezat, of 
the province of Quercy, an Officer in the Duke 
of Bourbon's army, came forward, and offered 
his Sovereign his ailiftance to imdrefs hinu 
Francis on this burfl into tears, and embraced 
M. de Montpezat, and was ever afterwards much 
attached to him. 

Being conveyed to Madrid, he was there 
clofely confined, and treated with great indig- 
nity, contrary to the advice given to Charles 
the Fifth by one of his Counfellors, the Biihpp 
of Ofma, who advifed his Sovereign to prefent 
Francis with his liberty, and with no other 
condition annexed to it,. than that of becoming 
his ally. 

• ... I 

Soon 
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Soon after his confinement as a prlfoner at 
Madrid, he fell fick, and was vifited by the Em-* 
peror, who was fearful of lofmg his Royal prifcmer. 
On entering the chamber, Charles embraced 
Francis, who faid, "Sir, you fee your flave.*' 
— ** No, Sir, I fee my brother, and my true 
« friend/'—" No, Sir," repUed Francis, « you 
** fee your flave/'— " No, Sir, I lay again, my 
•" true friend and my good brother.** — ^Thi 
Fmperor then defired him to take care of his 
health, and that his affairs would go on well. 
From this time the captive Monarch recovered, 
and more particularly when his fifter, the Duchefs 
of Alen9on, came to vifit him. Charles being in 
no hurry to liberate Francis, the Duchefs d'Alen- 
5on contrived a plot for his efcape : Francis was 
to change clothes with a Negro, who carried 
coals and wood to his chamber, and to black his 
face with coal-duft, and pafs for him. This plot 
was difcovered to the Emperor by one of Francis's 
attendants ; who, though he affeded not to 
believe that a* King of France would make ufe of 
fuch bafe and unworthy means to procure his 
liberty, took the proper precautions to prevent it. 

After he w^ liberated from his imprifonment, 
he paifed over in a boat the fmall river Fontara- 
bia, which divides Spain from France, where he 
mounted a fleet Arabian courfer that was brought 

him. 
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him, and drawing his fword, cried out in a 
tone of tran^ft and exultation, *^ I am (till a 
« King." 

On his return from his captivity in Spain^ he 
law a Lady of the name of D'Hdlly * j who was 
Maid of Honour to his Mother, Louifa of Savoy. 
He conceived ia violent paflion for her at firft 
fight ; and, being obliged to leave her to go'ito 
Paris, left the following JJnes upon her toilet : 

Efl'il point vrai, oujije Faifongit 
^*il eft befdn m' eloigner et dtftraire 
De notre amour et en prendre conge ^ 
Las ! je le veux s rtji ne le puis f aire* 
^edip-je? ^eux 3 ^eftdut&utlecontrmre. 
^ Faire Upuis^ et nepuis le. vouhir ; 
Car vous avez la riduit mon voMrj 
^ie plus tdcbez ma liberte me rendre^ 
Plus empechez que ne la puijfe avoir ^ 
En commandant ct que voulez defendre. 

^ FRANgOK. 

Francis ufed to fay of the Princes of Lorraine, 
that they were like the Neapolitan jennets ; a long 

* Afterwards created Duchefs d'Eftampes, and called, 
by the Wits of the Timet, « La plus favante des klies, et 
•* la plus Belle des favanteSf** as ftic was not only extremely 
beautiful, but profeffed a great love for literature ; per- 
haps, the better to fccure the aiFeftions of her royal and 
karned Jjortt. ' ■ . • • .• • * 

time 
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time and flaw in conung to maturitjr | but whca 
tbey became Jb, they were exceljfytt. 

On fome quarrel which he had with Pope Cle- 
ment the Seventh, he told his Nuncio at Par|s, 
that if the Pope di4 pot give him iatisfadion, he 
iqwild intro4u€e>the ^^pipicms of JLuther into his 
l^ngdom. ^Siiiey'' replied the NunoiosipiritQdly, 
*^ ypurM^e^wiUl^e the firil to fi^ffer by ths^ 
^* for^ in general,, new Dpinioaf in neligion arc 
^ foon followed by a chaoge of Government*'* 

Francis ufcd to fay of his fubjefts, " ^e le 
" naturel des ^vrais Franfois jkoit (titre prompt 
^ gaUhrd aStf et toufmars en cerveUe—ihzx the 
^ natural di^fition of a Frenchman was to be 
^ ready for enterpi42se, cfaearful, and a^ve, and 
^ to have always fome fcheme in his head/* 

.He was very gtoerous to the poor Nobility of 
his country } obferving, that there was nothing 
m the world fo wretched as a rioh man be« 
come poor. 

Having icapofed a confidence ^ax upon his 
fiiljeftsy Francis W9s told that the people mur« 
mured and l^ke difrefpeflfully againft the Go- 
vernment, and even againit the Sovereign ; and 
bemg advifed by one of his Courtiers to look 

upon 
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upott dus as a f(erious4>ufihe6^ and oneVhich re** 
qmred the punflhmesit of treafcm, he laughingly 
replied, «* Let them tdk cfh. It is biit juft that 
^ for their mcmiey the people ifhould be permitted 
** a few liberties of fpeech/* 

Francis's ufual method of afleveration was, 
*• Foi de GentUhmmisf*' He had once aflWted 
fometWng to one of his Courtiers ^ foi de Roif^ 
which the^latter did not appear to belieye. Frtnds, 
pcrcdwig this, faid, «* Foi ch Gentilbmnuf* and 
the Courtier was iatisfied. 

He thought the charader of a Gentleman 
comprehended in it every es^cellent cjuality which 
a Sover^gn fliould poflefs. l£s regard for letters 
and learned men was fo great, that ^enever 
ny p^rftm of learning or genius was prefented 
to him, he always advanced three fleps to meet 
him. He had fuch ardour for the fine arts, that 
he pertnitted Leonardo da Vinci to die in his arms ; 
and when that lingular charader and great artifl 
Benvehuto Cellini told him one day how happy 
he was to have found fo great a Monarch for his 
patron^ he replied, " that he was no lefs happy. 
^ ill having fuch a great artifl: as Cellini to 
^ I^itrtrize.'* 

VbL. III. D ]p This 



(oni^e o^ hU Co\fx^f '\tf> av^oge .himfelS upon 
C%^ ^ ??^» .^1??4» " i^y.rno Bicfuw; 
^' I- ihould 'tberi -fcXe. mi. oppQrijunitjL:of hong 
'^ fuperior to Charles in virtue, to whom I* have 
*• been obliged to yield in the events of fortune." 

JFrancis beine wounded in the face at a touma^- 
ment wa^^-pr^fTeditq,. endeavour to. jQifid.out the* 
offender; whei^ he replied, "iV^ | 'have/beea 
'< guilty of fo gr^ a.foUy, .it is but j[uft.tbat I 
" fhould pay for it*" 

The device of Fr^augis nya^^a Salamander ; a 

his. perils. ;..CafteHan, inr-his fuqenit f^joon on 
the. death of his p^rq;| Francis^ i^c^jdeiUy ex- 
preff^, .l^is. b^ef. tlvv ;thi« grefif Priqc^ .was in 
Paradife. This gave great oifencet^ iheSorticflMie^ 
who complained, of it, to the Court o^ Franco; 
Their remonft ranee was coldly* receivj^d« and 
Mendoze,. who had-beepi fteward tQJFryiqB> t^ 
them, *' .that iie.kxu&w ithe 4ifpQntio|i,of hj^^old 
" Mailer better than they j that he never cquld 
" bear to remain long in one rplace ; and that if 
J« he -had b^n in. purgatory, jbe flopped there 
" merely to take a little refreflimenti jaoL^er* 
^* wards went on." 
; . Francis 
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FnndB appears on his deatth^bed to have 
thought very highly of the loyalty of his fubjefb, 
ibr lie then told his fop Henry the Seccmd, 
*^ The French are the beft creatures in the 
^ world) and you Ihpuld always treat them with 
^^ the greateft Idndnefs, becaufe they never re- 
^^ fufe their Sovereigns any thing that they 
^ defire." . ' 

A Court without ladies this Monarch ufi:d to 
compare to a fpring without flowers ; yet there is 
ftill at RambodUet engraven upon a.window with 
a diamond by himfelf, 

Smvent fitnme varie, 
Msl^habik qui fyfi^* 

Lovely fex, too given to range^ 
Lovely fex, too prooe to change, 
Alas, what man can truft your charms. 
Or feek his lafety in your arms ! 

^ When Franda was at Avignon, he ordered 
llie^omb of Laura to be opened, and threw upon 
^'l-emams of this celebrated Beauty fome lines 
to the following purport : 

She who in this fad narrow fpot is laid, 
Throughout the world a fplendid name difplay'd : 
' "Befiire her charms how powerlefs and vain 
Her lover's genius, learning, fame, remain I 

D D 2 Sweet 
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I 
Sweet foul) M^lth fuch eiccolt of ar4ottr lov'dy 

By filcncc only worthily approy'd. 

Ceare, then, my Mufe, thy impotence of praife» 

, The fubjcA far exceeds th^ Poet's lays. 

Henry the Eighth of England bad no fooner" 
repaired to the tent appointed for him nes^ 
Ardres, at the famous conference of Le Qh^in^^ 
de Drap d'Or^ «than he was vifited by Francis the 
Firft, who, according to Holinfhead, thus^cour- 
teoufly addreffed him : 

^ Syt, yon be the feme perfofie that I am 
" moft bounde to in the worlde;. and fithe it 
*' hath pleafed you in perfone to vifite me, I am 
" bound in perfone to feke you, and for the 
" very friendfhip that I have found in you, I am* 
** yours, and will be, and fo I require you to 
" take me ; and with that he put off his bonnett. 
" The K)Tige of England foberly .anfwered, 
" If ever I did thynge to your likyng, I am glad : 
" as touching the payn to come hether to fee 
** you, I affure you it is my great comforts, 
** yea, and I had come much farther to have 
" vifited you. 

" The French King faid openlie to his children, 
" My children, I am your father, but to this 
" Prince here you are as much bounde as to your 

^^ natural 
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^ batural father-; for he redeemed me and you 
'* fit>ib capdiritfe^ wherfore on my bleflynge I 
^ chargie you to be to hym iovying alwaies/' 

The annexed Plate repfefents the Front of 
dbe Church of the-CoNVENT of Carthusian^, 
to which Francis was taken after the battle of 
Pavia. It was built by the celebrated Br am ante, 
at the expence of John Galeas Visconti, 
Duke of Milan ; and is thus defcribed in the 
Journal of the Englifh Ambafladors to Rome 
in 1555: 

" We were brought to La Certofa de Pavia, 
^' where the Lords dined and were greatly feafted. 
^' It is the goodl>e(l and the beft houfe in all 
** Europe. It wa^ founded by Giovanni Galeazzo, 
*' Duke of Milan, who lies there interred in a 
<* tomb of white marble* The two coffins and 
". the table of the altar are all of ivory, with fuch 
<^ workmanfhip, that it is a fpedacle to all 
*^ Lonsibardy. There is a cloyfter forty feet 
<> quadrant ; the doors, ddks, and flools be fo 
^* g^Oniihed with fuch notable hiftories, all of cut 
^^ wood, of divers kinds of Woods, that no man 
" poiTibly can paint them out more finely and 
** lovely. The marvellous works that be there, 
^^ as well of the elephant's tooth as of all kinds of 
<' wood, I think there be no where elfe to be 
D D 3 " found 
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^^ found ia Europe J howbeititisnotyet&BflKd; 
^^ By the vay> we faw the fi^ldsffhcre theStthch 
^^ King was takeo prifoner. TheMonJcsoflhia 
^^ Charter-houfe be nobly bom and defcended« 
" The revenue of the faid Charter-houfe per 
^' aniu is fifteen thoufand crowns/'— Lord 
Hardwicke'$ S//i/e Pi^/. 



MARGARET, QUEEN OF NAVARRE, 

SISTER TO FRAKCIS THE HRST, 

rode poll from Paris to Madrid to fee her 
brother, then a prifoner there. He ufed ajw^ys 
to call her, ^fmame^^ ^^fa flUgnmne;^ and 
laid, that to her vifit he was indebted- for his 
life. Out of gratitude, he gave her in marriage 
to Henry d' Albret, King of Navarre, with a con- 
fiderable portion. She wrote a h'ttle book in 
favour of the Protcftant religion called ^^ Le . 
" Miroir de VAme PechereJfeJ* It was con- 
demned by the Sorbonn^, and (he afterwards 
became a Catholic. w 

Margaret, as a writer, is better known by a 
coUedUon of >novel8^j called, « Heptameron ; ouy 
" Les NouveM de la Reine de Navarrey* in 

a vols^ 
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3¥Dl8. lamo. This book is efleemed for the 
variety and extait!of imagination difptayed in it, 
but 18 reprehenfible for the freedom with which 
itikHWitten. ^ ' ^ - 

■e . '.i.r •;■-.. -.1 . . ■'^- ]■'./.: ^ r'/i 

'^ l^g^e(,,l]ke h^r brother^ §)iad the learnt 
men and the irfts of the time at her'court.. IThey 
gave her the name of « the Tent^i Mufe/* and 
ufed to addrefs their vcrfes to her under that title. 
Marot^ the cdebratirfFrench; poet of his time^ 
was, like mod other poets, prodigal and profufe, 
and was much harmed, by his •creditors. She, 
wrote to him thefe very elegant lines : 
* • ; '"J- •': ■' ' ■ ' 

Si ceux a qui devez (comme vous dties) . 

Vous connot/pnent comme je vous connois, 

^miteferiiz des defies que vousfttes^ 
J •<•': Aw temps pajpy tant grandes ^e fOites, ' 
i^l'^ Mnjeur payant un dviaintoUtifoisV^ 

.^^el-qwUivSir^ qui yaut mieupe mfOeJois, 

^ue r argent dCt par vous enconjdena: ^ 

Car eftimer on pent V argent au poids^ »r - - 
~' * Matstmnepeutftstfendohtiemavoix) 

AJfez prifir ^nire beltlfjcience. 

Many poets would be glad to be permitted to 
pay their creditors in the way fuggefted by the 
elegant Margaret, in paper-money. 
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MAROT. 

Makt of Marot^s pfalms are fet to.tmi^ tfait 
had been long fevourites with the people of France, 
land rendered fais veHton peQiiiarly agveesA>k to 
thd Huguenots. The tune of the fong of the 
U& rdpedmg C^een Elizabeth, Wtudi begins 

Tous lei Huguenots de la France 
Mille cinq cens £^ cinquante, 
' ' ■ La Regente 

^on appdk Elizaietb, isTc. 

was applied to the 130th pfalm of Marot's 
verfioB. 

Their example feems weU worthy of imitation 
by the Church of England, which, by thefe 
means, would make an alUance between duty 
and amufement, and add to the 2iulterity of 
devotion the chorus of harmony. The fefbries 
have indeed known the advantage of. this union, 
and have pra£tifed it with too great fuccefs. 
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MARESCHAL STROZZI. 

HiSf fon cotrang one day to wifli him good 
mornings he faki to him, ** Yomig man, what 
^ hive ;you been dcrihg this morning ?^'— « Sir/* 
rq>lied his fon, " I have been to the manege, I 
** have played at tennis, and I have breakfefted," 
*' Blockhead !»• faid the Marihal, « never fatisfy 
^^ the wants of the body before thofe of the 
'^ fouL Pray let that never happen again. Before 
** you do any thing elfe, feed your mind with the 
^' peruial of fome good book, or puifue fonie 
^^ ftudy or other, and then do afterwards witk 

your body what you pleale.'' 



4C 



, AccordiAg to Brotier, Strozzi was condnuallf 
reading. the hiftory of fonie of die military eq^ 
ditions of antiquity ; and faid, that they were of 
equal ufe to him with the pradice and exerdiie of 
the military art* 



THE CONSTABLE OF BOURBON. 

No one ever underftood better the art of 
managing his fddiers .than this great General^ 

whtf 
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ivho had the misfortune to carry his vidorious 
arms againfl his Sovereign and his country. In 
times of diftrefs and of 'want he fuSered his foU 
diers^tQ. takp liberties with him in (ongi aad in 
burlefque fpeeches^ well koowiiig that difccfntent 
b vented never ends . in any ferious mifchief. 
Previous to the fack of Rome, his foldiers, who 
wanted their pay, uled to fing before him two 
Spanifli lines, of which th?^ fenfe is, 

We are a^ good gentlemen as you, 
' • — * And full as rich, whhdut t fous^ 

CelUni p/retends that he killed the Conilable at 
the fiege <rf*Rdmc. Be that as it mdy, his death 
was a long while concealed from his'fo)d2^$ by 
the artifice of one of his Efquires, Louis Corn- 
bald; whOp on feeing his' ntefter'feU, n^ 
diately cov^ed his body with a cloak, whoa the 
troops ruihed on with thdr tifual impetuofity and 
fuccefs, and completely detaftated the city.' ' 

Amelot de la Houflfaie mentions fome I«atin 
lines made on the occafion^ in which Rome thus 
addtefles a traveUe^^ who comes to vifit that city 
foon afte)i.th/e defolation occafioMd by the Impe- 
rial army in 1572 : 

' ' :*"* til* *• ' V '"^ !.". ii-h .' '« ■■ > ' ' *' *^ 
\. UrKyrmnas dimvidesyveteremputas* . 

AdepRomam. Cethi/ tie Roma qiddettt ^^ ^ 

* Rudera 
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RfiderafH^mque. Roma fid fuhtus iatet^ 
Latetfub iffo ptmdere immenfi^fm 
Sepultafnoitkus iSt vftuifundat novam. 
Tamen tfla veterem qUarrty (sf Roma in Juts 
Rcmam ruinis ore lu&lpco vocat. 

«^ — ^^^Biiujhlum miU 

Namett rdiffam i/fl caUra eripmt Juror* 
Supereflque Jolum Roma {Roma licet 
• Nihil /uper^)Jen^r acunBis vocar* 
Horrenda Jeries cladium tanta prior 
Everjionii caufa. Supremum malum 
CoMbaLDUS, apth dum ducem teieitfago^ 
ViBumque fedt arte viBoremJui 
Solamen ifiud rejlat arumnir, meus 
^ttod cq/iu^ idefn ct^us AvOorisfuiU 

Whilft you behold my ruins, traveller, 
Yott think you fee before you Antiedt Rome. 
How vain the thought ! you 'do but fee before yoo 
The wreck and fate of that renowned city. 
Rome lies, alas ! how low beneath the preflure 
Of your adv^nt'xoiis feet, by its own weight 
Cruflied and opprefled, and buried in its ma(s^ 
A new foundation on its own vaft ruins. 
' Tet, ever confcious of her ancient fplendor^ 
She feeks her former felf in vain, and ealls^ 
With mournful voice, upon herfelf, to claim ' 

Her long-loft honours, and her priftine greatnefs. 

■ ■ Alas ! my name is only left me. 

Rapine and fpoil have ta*en all elfe away. 
All thac remains is, that (tho' nought of Rome 
Survives) mankind perfift to call me Rome. 
The favage Goths firft caus'd my horrid wreck. 

Combald 
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Combald came next^ and perfe^ed my roin^ 
With art malignant covering with a cloak 
His cruel and rapacioua leader's corpie. 
And rendering thns, as in defpite of fate. 
The vanqnifli'd General more than conqiterof. 
Tet ftill one comfort iJieers me in my forrowSf 
That he who cans'd them fliaiea my nioumlifl fate* 

The Conftable, long before he appeared in arms 
againfl his Sovereign, ufed to repeat with plea- 
fure the anfwer made to Charles the Seventh 
of France by a Gafcoa officer ; who, on beii|g 
aiked by that Monarch whether any thing in the 
world ^ould detach him from his fervtce, rqplied^ 
** Not even the offer. Sire, of three kingdoms 
•^ like to that of France, would have any effeft 
^ upon me ; but I Ihould not be able to with* 
•* ftand an infult." 

Bourbon, like a true foldier of fortune and of 
defperation, took for his motto, ^ Spis emnis in 
** f^^o Jita ejl*^ Titian painted a fine portrait 
of him, pointing to his helmet, aftduaioibed with 
hismottow 
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LE CHEVALIER BAYARD. 

The continence and genarofity of the Chevalier 
fam peur stfans reprocbe have been immortalized 
in <* Thie Spectator ;" and what hiftory of his 
time has not Celebrated his courage? 

Being afkedbne day, what was the beft legacy 
which a Father ibuld leave to his children, he re- 
plied, ** La vertu et lafagejfe^ qui ne craignent ni 
•• pluie^ ni vent J ni tempejle^ ni force cPbomme-^ 
** Valour and virtue, which fear neither rain, nor 
** ftorm, nor temped, nor the ftrength of man. 
^* Vllour and virtue i ioute epreuve* 



. *> 



Francis the Rrft was defirous to be created a 
Knight by Bayard, the evening before the battle 
of Marignan. Bayard made his excufes, as not 
being worthy of that honour. Francis infified, 
and Baprd' having given him the accolade with 
hit (word, exdaimed,;^ Sire, I hope the ceremony 
^ performed by me will prevail as much as if it 
" had been performed by Roland.*' Then apof- 
trophizing his fword before he returned it into 
the fcabbard, he faid, " From this time, my good 
** fword, you will be regarded as precioufly as if 
*• you were a rdic." 

In 
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In the war carried on by Julius the Second 
againft the Duke of Ferrara and the French^ the 
Duke agreed trith Grendo, an ItaKaxi; to poifon 
Julius. Bayard^ hearing of this, remonftrated in 
the ftrpngeft terms uriih the Duk^, againfl this 
atrocious 9£tipa. Tht Duke endeavoured to 
excufe it, by faying, tfaft Julius^rh^d, once hired 
Ibme one to afla&iate him. ^^ Alas ! my Lord/' 
relied Bayard, "let.W^CXcr dp^^. which we 
.^* coxulemn as a crime in others. Give nsa up 
'^ that fcoundrel Grendo, and I,wi|l dther haog 
^ him immediately or fend him to the Pope in. 
*• irons.'' 

It being once propofed to \ma to enter into the 
fervice of the King of England, he anfwered, 
^* I have ^ready two mafters«-*Gqd and my 
^ Prince j I will never ferve any odier." ^ 

At the fiege of Mezieres, which town he ds;« 
fended, the Comte de Naflau fummoned him to 
furrendier it. "Nay,** re^%d he^ ** if I muft 
" march out of the place^ it (hall be over a bridge 
** of the dead bodies of the enemy." 

At the defeat of Romagnano, when ISonivet, 
wounded and not able to ferve any longer, gave 
him up the command of the army^ he faid, ^^ It 

« is 



f^ f& rather late, perhiipsj but a nuax^iliDttld 
<^ ferye his country at the riik of lofing that Hfe 
^* which he owes to it/* fiayard^^as v^fi^aH per- 
ibtmed prodigies of yalour, but was wouBded by 
a Jhot from a mulkct, which broke fome of the 
veiteb^w of his back. He tJfen caufed himfelf 
to be helped off bk horfe, and to be placed at 
the foot of a tree ; " that at leaft," faid he, 
'^^ my face be looking toward the enemy.*' 
The celebrated Gonftahk^ Bourbon coming 
up to htm, faid, ** Alas, M, Bayard, how 
^ ihocked and confounded I am to fee yo^ in 
^* this lituation ! I have always loved and ho- 
*' noared you for the great valour and virtue 
^ which you have always pbfiefled.** Bayard, 
snaking' an effort to recover fome flrehgth, 
kanool. forward toward the available, and faid, 
in a f^mtone of voice, ♦^ For God's ^kej my 
i^ Lord, do not have any pity for me, but 
^ xathec J:eep. it for youi&lf, whoaise fighting 
>^ againi): yosir ail^qj^ce and your Sovereign, 
•*^ while I am dying for my Sovereign. and my 
v^* allegiance/* 

It was faid of Bayard by the military men of 

his time, that he affaulted like a greyhound, 

' defended himfelf like a lion, and retreated like a 

• wolf, who always retires from, his purfuers with 

his 
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bis &ce toxraxd thextL His device! was a porea-^ 
ptne With this motto : 

. Fires agmmis unus habit. ' 
One man poflefles the power of il whole troop. 

This was given him in confequence of bis having 
fingly defended a bridge againft two hundred 
Spaniards* 
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This great naval Commander was one of thdT 
trueft Patriots which his Republic (Genoa} 
could ever boaft. Though in the fervice of 
Francis the Firft of France, when he found that 
Monarch had fome defigns upon the profperity 
and the freedom of Genoa, by repairing the for« 
tifications, and adding a citadel to . the city of 
Savona, he thus addrefled hint by letter ; 

" GREAT PRINCE, 

" He who makes ufe of the power Heaven 
*^ has put into his hands to reverfe the common 
•* order of human affairs, employs it to a very 
" bad purpofe. The city of Genoa has always 
•* been the capital of Liguria ; and pofterity will 
^ not behold without aftoniffunent, that your 
\ 4 " Majefty 



^ Majefty has deprired it of that advantage vnth^ 
^ out ally reafon. The Genoefe perceive hoW 
^^ ybur proje&s are likely tq affed their interefts. 
^^ They intrdat you to give them up, and not td 
** fuffer the general good to be facrificed to the 
■* interefts of a few of your Courtiers. I take 
*• the liberty to join my intreaties to thdfe of my 
^ countrymen, and to tequeft this of you, as the 
** reward of the fervices I haVe been able to ren* 
** der to France. If circumftances lay your 
** Majefty under the neceiEty of wanting money^ 
*^ I will, in addition to the appointments which 
^* are due to me from your Majefty, prefent you 
** with fourfcore thoufand gold Crowns/* 

Francis returned no anfwer to this letter ; and 
Doria perceiving that the fortifications of Savona 
were ftill going on, told Trivulci, " Your 
** Sovereign^ Sir, fuffers himfelf to be governed 
*^ by imprudent and ill-intendoned Minifters. 
** The Republic of Genoa will fubmit to any 
'^ thing fooner than fee Savona torn firom theh* 
^^ dominicms, to which it has been appended from 
•* time immemorial* With refpcft to myfelf, I 
^^ fhall facrifice the friendfhip of a King of France 
** to the interefts of my country. Pray tell this 
*^ to your Sovereign as foon as you can, and 
'^ aflfure him, that it is not a>defire of gain which 
*^ makes me a£t in this maxijuer j it is an honeft 
VOL. III. £ s ^^ indig* 
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f* indignation at obferving that the prayers I 
*' made to him in favour of my injured country, 
*' which he is taking pains to opprefs, do not meet 
*' with that attention to which they are entitled.'* 

; Francis paid as little regard to this fpeech 6f 
Doria as to his former reprefentations by letter, 
and ordered him to be feized in the port of Ge- 
noa, and brought prifoner to France. Doria, 
however, informed of the King of France*s inteur 
tion, efcaped with his vefleJs, and returned foon 
afterwards to Genoa, which he found oppreffed 
by two great calamities, diffenfions and the 
plague. He immediately ordered the great town 
bell to be rung, as in times of alarm, and affem- 
bling the people, thus addreffed them : 

" MY DEAR FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

'* My warmeft wilhes would be gratified, did 
" I but fee you in harmony together. You would 
" then have no reafon to fear a foreign yoke ; 
'^ the love of your- country would afford no 
*' room for ambition j none of you would afpire 
♦' at the fupreme power ; we Ihould no longer 
*« behold in Genoa that difunion of its citizens, 
" which makes the weaknefs of a ftate and the 
" ftrength of its enemies. We ihould no longer 
" fee one part of the citizens defpife the other, 
*' and provoke its juft indignation. The Nobi- 
. *' lity pretend that all the honours of the Repub- 

" Uc 
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V ^ He are to be confined to therh-only, to the ex- 
... * ^ clufion of all the other citizens. But on what 
' !• { " is this pretenfion founded? Are they the only 
'; ; ** force of the State ? Has Nature given exclu- 
** fively to them judgment, prudence, and cou- 
•* rage ? What ! are honours and dignitiea 
/ • . . <« degraded when they are given to merit ? No, 
I * ** my fellow-citizens, they belong to merit only. 
• ... " To follow other maxims is to extinguifli all 
l? .-. ^* emulation : it is to take from merit its hopes 
'/ • .'^' of reward : it is to annihilate the love of glory 
^;^ ** itfelf. Letr us then, my dear citizens, leave 
"^ • *^ open to every one the path which leads to ho- 
•» • • * ** nours : the defire to obtain them will excite an 
'•, • " emulation in every order of our State; and 
% " we fhall fee the Genoefe fill the univerfe with 

♦* the glory*of their name, as they were ufed to 
*' do in the times of their anceftors.*' 

^* • Doria foon put an end to the divifions of his 

; i fcUow-citizens, and drove away jhe foreign enemy 

*.' t whichmenacedtheirdeftruftion. Forthefefervices, 

' . the people, by conclamation, declared him perpe-* 

' . ■ ♦ tual Doge of the Republic. This diflindion 

he however refufed, telling them it was more 

\ • ' honourable for him to be thought worthy of fuch 

, a diftinaion by his fellow-citizens, than adually 

to poffefs it } that he requefted to be permitted to 

be fubfervient to the laws of his country, like any 

c £ a other 
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Other fubjed of it ; and that in reality he was 
capable of being more ufeful to the Republic 
by procuring it the protection of powerful So- 
vereigns from his fervices to them, than by merely 
being their Chief Magiftrate. The Senate, afto^ 
nilhed at his noble modefty, and at his attachment 
to the Republic,pafled a decree which declared him 
« the Father and the Deliverer of his Country ;** 
ereded a ftatue to him in the midft of the [great 
fquare of Genoa ; built for him a palace in the 
fame place, which was afterwards to be called after 
his name ; ordained that himfelf and his pofterity 
fhould be exempted from impofts of all kinds ; 
and that thefe decrees fhould be engraven on & 
plate of brafs, appended to the walls of his palace, 
as a memorial of the fervices he had done to hid 
Country, and of the gratitude of that Country 
towards him. 

Doria, difgufled with Francis the Firfl, entered! 
into the fervice of Charles the Fifth, who, in imi- 
tation of Xerxes, when Themiftocles came over to 
liis army from that of the Athenians, might fay, 
*' But I have Doria, the greateft naval Com- 
" mander and the moft difmterefted man of hi» 
" age." Charles, to attach Doria more ftrongly 
to his interefls, made him a Knight of the Golden 
Fleece, and gave him the Principality of Melphiw 
The latter Doria refufed on account of his age, 

as 
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as well as of his having no children to fucceed 
hint; adding, (differently from moft perfons who 
have been able to render fervices to Sovereigns,) 
*^ that the recompence hi exceeded his merit." 
The Emperor infifting on his acceptance of the 
Principality, he replied, " Then, Sire, I will ac- 
** cept of it, to prove to your Majefty that I am 
^^ refolvcd to facrifice the remainder of my life to 
<« your commands." 

The Republic of Genoa remaining very open 
to attacks of all idnds, and more particularly to 
confpiracies, the Senate propofed to l3oria to 
build a fortrefs in the middle of the city, in order 
to infure its tranquillity, and to proteft his own 
life, which was often in danger. He oppofed this 
very violently, and replied, " That Genoa could 
** never preferve its liberty by mere ramparts and 
♦« by a garrifon j that it mull owe that ineftimablc 
f ^ blefEng to the difint^reftednefs of the Nobles, 
** and the obedience of the People. God forbid," 
exclaimed he, " that to infure the fafety of the 
*' rem^dcr of my life, my country (hould be- 
^* rendered obnoxious to flavcry ! This fortrefs, 
♦' which fome of you wifh to build, will only con- 
*' tribute, one day or other, to reduce the Repub* 
^ lie to » ftate of fervitudc*" 
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Francis the Firft having appointed this 
French Nobleman Captain of a Regiment of 
which he had been Lieutenant, fent for him to 
announce his promotion to him. VielleviUe 
humbly thanked his Majefty for the honour he 
had conferred upon him, but begged to decline 
it, as he faid he had " done nothing as yet 
•' worthy of it/' His Sovereign replied, " Why, 
*• Sir, I am very much miftaken then ; for I 
** thought if you had been five hundred miles 
** off, that you would have gallopped night and 
^* day to afk this rank of me ; and now I offer it 
*^ to you myfelf, you refufe it. I cannot tell, 
*' I am fure, on what other occafion you can 
♦* expeft that I fhould give it to you." — " Sire," 
replied Viellevllle, " on the day of battle, when I 
♦* ihall have done fomething to deferve it ; but 
** if I accept of the honour your Majefty intends 
"for me at this inftant, all my companions 
" wiU ridicule me for accepting it, and fup- 
** pofe that it was given me in confideration of 
'* my being the near relation of the Officer 
*' who laft held it. I affure your Majefty, I had 
** rather die than obtain rank through i^py other 
** medium than that of fervice.'* 
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LEONARDO DA VINCI. 

This extraordinary Artift, in corijunftion with 
Michael Angelo, was employed to paint the great 
hall of the Senate of Florence, and they made 
ihofe Cartoons for their defigns, which are ftill 
the admiration of mankind. From being com- 
petitors they became rivals. Leonardo foon de- 
fifted from the work, and went to the Court of 
Francis the Firft, King of France ; by whom he 
was treated with the greateft refpeft, and in whofe 
arms he diad.— The Monarch coming one day to 
fee him when he was ill a-bed. Da Vinci rofe up 
to receive him^ but had not ftrength to fupport the 
eflfort he made. 

Da Vinci had, perhaps, one of the greateft 
ijainds that the art of painting ever pofleffed : he 
was a Mathematician, an Engineer, a Poet, and a 
Philofopher. He wrote on his art with the fame 
fpirit and talent with which he exercifed it j he 
compofed a treatife on painting which is much 
efteemed ; and publiflied a volume of Caricatures. 

Lomazzo has preferved an excellent moral 

Sonnet of his, which is here fubjoined. It pre- 

Scribes thgt regulation of the mind, without 

s s 4 which 
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which it is impofllble for any one to be eithef 
good or h^ppy, 

Cii non pub quel cbe vuoi^ quel chtpuo voglia^ 
Che quel cbe nonji puhJhlU i vo/ere ; 
Adisnquefd^o l^buof^ i da femre 

Cie da quel cbe non p^i/ua voter toglia* 

Peri cbe ogni diletto noftro^ e dogUa 
Sta inji e no^faper^ voter ^ poteres 
Adunque quel Jmt ptiby cbe col dowre. 
. Ne trae ta, ragumfupr difuafoglia. 

Nefempre, da voter qftel cbe Pbuam potei 
SpeJJo par dotce quel cbe torna amaro : 
fianfi gia quel cH ip votfipoi cKio Pebbu 

Adunque tu^ Lettor di que/te note^ 
^a it vuoiejfer buono e agti altri caro 
Vogti Jempre poter quel cbe tu debbu 

I^EONAEDO DA VlNC^ 

• 

For the followig Imitation of this Sonnet, the 
Compiler is in(^ebt^ to sui ingenious fnSn^ \ 

On what he can't accompHQi hentj 
A Fool is he whom Care devours^;^ 

And wife is' he who is content 
^0 bound hi^ wiflies by his powers. 

Since all our grief or pleafi^re fprings 
From what we tuionv^ and wjbf and doi 

|n thcfc important ruling things, 
Reafofli's the ^uide ^t ihould purfue. 



LEONARDO DA VIVCU 4$^ 

Oft that for which my Fancj burned. 
Has caus'd repentance when obtainM| 

Oft 18 xhtfwtet to bitter turn'd, 
Then be the moderate wifli reftraia*d. 

Would you become (my counfel hear. 
If fenfe of duty rule your thought). 

Bleft in yourfelfi to others dear^ 
Wijb to do only what you ought. 

The Ibllowing are the femarks of Mfr, Fttsew 
on this great man : 

^^ Leonardo da Vind, Riade up of all xh^ 
^^ elements, without the preponderance of anj 
^' one, gave univerfal hints, and wafted life infa^ 
^* date in experiment j now on the wing after 
^« beauty, then grovelling op the ground after 
f^ deformity; now looking full in the fiaice of 
<^ terror, then decking it with fliards*, and fliells, 
^^ and mafias: equally attracted by charafter 
^^ and caricature, by ftyle and common nature, 
*« he has drawn rudiments pf all, but, like a 
^^ ftream lof| ^^ ramification, vaniflied without 
*> a trace* 

* SheUs of beetles. This require fome e^cplanation. 
ij^eonardo was employed to paint a head of Medufa. A 
beautiful woman fat to him for the fiure. The adjun^k. 
^ honx)r he fought for in the fields, fringing home for 
them occafionally in his walks, nettles, thorns, beetles, 
fpid^rs, toads, adders^ &Ct 

« Warn 
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♦* Want of perfeverancc alone could make him 



u 



abandon his Cartoon of the celebrated group 
"^ of horfemen deftined for the great Council- 
^ Chamber at Florence, without painting the 
** pifture. For to him tvrho could organize 
** the limbs of that compofition, Michael Angelo 
" himfelf could be no objeft of fear. And that 
** he was able to organize it, we may be certain 
** from the (ketch th^t remahis of it, however 
" pitiful, in the * Etruria PittricSj lately 
** publiChed, but ftill more from the admirable 
** print of Edelinck, after a drawing of Rubens, 
** who was his great admirer, and has faid much 
*« to imprefs us with the beauties of his Laft 
*« Supper at Milan, which he abandoned likewife 
*' without finifliing the head of Chrift, exhaufted 
*' by a wild chace after models for the heads and 
** hands of the Apoftles. Had he been able to 
*' conceive the center, the radii muft have 
«* followed of cpurfe. Whether he confidered 
*^ that magic of light .and fhade, which he 
*^ poffeffed in an unparalleled degree in his fmaller 
** piftures, as an inferior principle in a work of 
** fuch dignity^ or was unable to diflfufe it over 
*' numerous groups, cannot now be determined ; 
*^but he left his frefco flat, and without that 
** folemnity of twilight, which is more than an 
*^ equivalent for thofe contrafts of Chiarofcuro 
" that Giorgione is faid to have learnt from him. 
• " " The 
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^* The legend which makes Leonardo go ta 
•' Rome with Juliano di Medici at the eleflion 
♦* of Leo X. to accept employment in the Vati- 
^* can, whether fufficiently authentic or not, fur- 
** niflies a charafteriftic trait of the man. The 
*^ Pope paifing through the room allotted for the 
^^ pidure8, and inftf ad of deOgns and caitoons 
*' finding nothing but an apparatus of diftUlery 
^^ of oils and varniflies, exclaimed. Ah me! 
^* he means to do nothing ; for he thinks of the 
*♦ end before he has made a beginning. From a 
^* Sonnet of Leonardo, prcferved by Lomazzo, 
^' he appears to have been fenfible of the incon* 
** ftancy of his own temper, fUid full of wifhes a( 
^' le^ll to corredt it, 

** Much has been faid of the honoiu- he received 
** by expiring in the arms of Francis the Firfl. 
f ^ |t was indeed an honour, by which defliny in 
^* fome degree ^\Qn^ to Francis for his dilafter 
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HENRY THE SECOND. 

l^S47-'i 559^1 

This Princci though of a very eafy and ac- 
commodating difpolitlon^ knew when it was 
prdpfT to give a refufal^ His favourite fifter, 
married to the Duke of Savoy, was very eameft 
with him to render to her hufhand the ftrong 
fortreffes of Kgnerol, Tarillon, and Peroufe, 
which may be looked upon as the keys of France 
toward Italy. He told the Ambaffadors from 
Savoy, who intimated his lifter's defire to him, 
" I am extremely fond of my fifter, but I would 
^* much fooner give her my two eyes out of my 
♦' head than thefe three fortreffes/* 

' Henry was killed at a tournament ; and when 
Catherine of Medicis fent to his miftrefs, Dian^ 
de Poitiers, for the crown jewels, with which he 
had j)refented her, Ihe returned them, and told 
the meffenger, " Alas ! I have now no mafter ; 
*' and I wifh my enemies to know, that though 
'* the Prince is dead, I am not afraid of them j 
♦' and if I have the misfortune to furvive my 
♦* Sovereign any time, my h^art will be too much 
r * ^« affeaed 
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** affefted with grief at lofing him, to feel in 
** the leaft degree the uneafmefs and the in- 
** dignities which they will endeavour to put 
upon me.*' 



M 



AMTOT, 

BISHOP OP AUXEKRE, AMD CREAT ALMONER 
OF FRANCE. 

As Henry the Second was making a progre& 
through his kingdom, he flopped at a fmall 
inn in BerrI to fup. After fupper, a young 
man fent in to his Majefty a copy of Greek 
verfes. The King, being no fcholar, gave them 
to his Chancellor to read, who was fo pleafed with 
them, that he defired him to order the boy who 
wrote them to come in. On inquiry, he found 
him to be Amyot, the fon of a mercer, and 
tutor to a gentleman's fon, in the town. The 
Chancellor recommended to Ins Majefty to take 
the lad to Paris, and to make him tutor to 
his children- Charles the Ninth, to whom Amyot 
had been preceptor, having read that Charles the 
Fifth had made his tutor Adrian a Pope, faid 
that he would do as much for his tutor ; and the 
poft of Great Almoner of France being vacant, 

he 
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he gave him that honourable piece of ecclefiafli* 
cal preferment. Catherine de Medicis, Charles'^ 
mother, having intended it for fome one elfey fent 
for Amyot, and faid to him with great indigna^ 
tion^ ** y at fait bouquer les Guifes Ssf les ChaJiiU 
** lons^ les Connetables &f les Chanceliers^ les Rots 
** de Navarre &f les Princes de Conde^ i5f ilfaut 
*« qu*un petit Pre/iolet me fqffe la lot ?'' Poof 
Amyot, fearful of her liidignation, was defirous 
to refign the Almoner/hip ; but his generous pupil 
would not permit it, and gave him, fome time 
afterwards, the Biftiopric of Auxerre, as weU as 
a rich abbey j with all which Amyot appeared to 
be fo little contented, that he afked for another 
rich abbey to append to them. Charles was 
much furprifed, and reminded Amyot, that he 
had always afliired him that he had bounded his 
defires to a few hundred pounds a-year. *' True, 
*' Sire," replied the Prelate, " mais rappetit 
*^ vient en mangeant.^ Henry the Third, who 
had alfo been his pupil, gave him the Order of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Amyot died in 1 593, at the age of feventy- 
nine. Not long before his death, he was much 
prefled to write the hiftory of his country. ** I 
/* love my Sovereigns too well," faid he, *' to 
^ write their lives." 

Amyot*8 
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Amyot's tranflation of Plutarch will enfure 
him immortality : it is the beft tranflation ever 
made of that entertaining and inftruftive writer. 
The French language owes him the obligation 
of having refined and poliflied it. The edition 
of Amyot's Plutarch, printed by Vafcofan, in 
13 vols. i2mo. is the edition preferred by the 
connoifleurs in books for the elegance of its 
typography. 



END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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